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THE COMPUTER SUPERST 


Over 2000 software 


titles available immediately 
from stock. 


Falcon 4.0 
Free when bought with 
any 3Dfx Voodoo’ 
Faris card, 

alcon 4.0 is set in the 
Korean peninsula with a 
real-time war in progress, 
Falcon 4.0's superb 3-D 
photo-realistic graphics, 
and detailed models of 
F-16 avionics, weapons and 
threats provide the most 
realistic combat flight 
B simulation available. 


£54.99 


Star Wars: 
Episode I The 
Phantom Menacet 
Turmoil has engulfed 
the Galactic Republic 
over the taxation of 
trade routes. The Trade 
Federation has 
blockaded the tiny 
Janet of Naboo to 
dissent. Can you 
ae the Federation 
battleships? 


Fee] 79.99: 


Star Wars: 
Episode Racer! 
600mph 3D podracing 
action! Dodge methane 
lakes, meteor showers 
and tusken Raiders 


Phantom 
jmulation. 


Command & Conquer 


Star Wars: 
X-Wing 
Alliance 


Aliens v 
Predator 


£2956 


All the latest 
PC software... 


Tiberian Sun 


e295 


Dungeon 
Keeper 2 


£29, 


99 


Civilisation 1 
Testo! 


time re) 4 


pew 


99 


Hidden 


2 serous £2999. 


Bay 


Gastrol Ho 
uperbike 
2000" 


F22 


Lightni 
bhtning 


First you set the stage for a 
world order. Then in C&C Req A 
you changed the course of histo, 
Now the battle for the future hag x 
begun, 

Fight on dynamic 3D 
battlefields where nature itselg 
Provides tactical opportunitie,. i 
storms, destroyable terrain, fore 
fires, treacherous ice fields ana st 
many more surprises that can 
or hinder your strategies, 

Choose from two very diffe, 
ways to play. Command the Gj, 
Defence Initiative (GDI) or join tr al 
secretive Brotherhood of Nog_ + te 
Prepare your troops for combat Wea 
Tiberian infested temperatura — "™ 
zones, Arctic tundra, and fuly 


ney 


ler: 


hen, 


cityscapes. 

Invent new strategies ang 
tactics. Employ a deadly mix oF 
advanced technologies, high_ 
energy weapons. guerilla Wart, 
and high-tech sabotage. 


onda 


£2499 


..Plus everything to make 


the most of 
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Creative Labs 3D Blaster TNT2 Ultra AGP 
Raw power, pure performance. This card utilises the new 
nVidia® Riva TNT2 Ultra Processor. 
Features 32Mb onboard memory, 

300MHz RAMDAC and 3D resolutions f INC. 
up to 1920 x 1200 resolution. VAT 


MAXIMISE YOUR GRAPHICS 


The latest 3D accelerator cards add the speed, 
graphics and extra dimension which take your game 
playing right to the edge. 


atl 


3dfx Voodoo’ 3000 

166MHz Core Clock Speed, 350MHz 
RAMDAC, I6Mb SDRAM, Supports 
resolutions up to 2046x1536, TV/S- 
Video out, DVD Hardware Assist. 
FREE Falcon 4.0 software 


when you buy this card. ; 
Worth £34.99. f£ Vat 


ATi Rage Fury 32Mb 

| Up to 32Mb of memory for realistic 
gameplay, 32-bit true colour 3D graphics up 
to 1920 x 1200, Hardware DVD for full-frame, 
full-screen DVD playback. Available with TV 


output option 
F149 


rl 
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— 
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128-bit S3 Savage4 PRO graphics 
support, S3 texture Inc'VAT 
£99.99 
TECHNICAL CENTRE 
THE UK’s Nol FOR => 
in-store or sign up 


for big-screen gaming. 
ING. 
Creative Labs 3D Blaster 
accelerator, 300MHz RAMDAC, 
compression 
Every PC World store has a Technical Centre where you can get 
www. freeserve.net 
on-line now. 


your games 


CONTROL THE GAME 


Put yourself in the cockpit with the latest steering 
wheel and joystick technology, adding more realism 
than ever pasore: 


Microsoft Sidewinder Gamepad 
There’s no other controller like it. With its 
amazingly comfortable design, advanced 
programmability, and full-function 
multipad gaming, Microsoft Sidewinder 
Game pad puts 
you way ahead in £29 99 ine 
the PC arms race. e VAT 


Microsoft Interact V4 
Sidewinder Force Feed 
Forcefeed Steering Wheel 


Pro Joystick 
Feel true-to-life feedback 
from subtle sensations 
to raw power forces. 
Experience multiple 
forces simultaneously 
Even feel which direction 
the forces come from. breakneck speed! 


£99,99:: £99,99:. 
URSELF IN THE GAME 


Surround yourself with sound and you'll really feel 
the drama. These new kits really exploit the CD quality 
sound tracks of the latest games. 


Don't just see your 


Monsoon MP 1000 Speakers 

The ultimate speakers set. Stylish flat 
panel speakers with separate 
subwoofer — delivers a crisp, 
powerful sound and positionally 


Creative Labs SB16 Soundcard 
This stereo audio card uses your 

PC processor and the PCI bus to 
create wavetable sound. It has all the 
basic features you need from 

a sound card. 


accurate 3D effects. 


£29.99: £179: 


HE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


Savage4 
32Mb SDRAM, AGP 2x with sideband 
(S31C) 
experts to install your new add-ons or software for you® 
Pick up a free CD 
*Calls to the Software Helpline are charged at herp miu Fate Prices correct at time of going to print 


ore for prices for installations 


other technical 


s. te Lucasfilm Ltd, & ™, All rights reserved. U: 


Me CONTENTS 


} —_ CONTENTS i 


THE 
SPACEMONKEY’S 
GUIDE TO MP3 


It’s a musical file format 

that promises to set your CDs 
free, but it’s under threat from 
the recording industry. Only the 
star-sailing Spacemonkey can 
save the day... 


FO 14 owners who want it mat 


CONTENT 


Two program-packed 
CD-ROMs deliver a 
month of pounding 
PC entertainment. 
Prepare for lift off... 


The sky a 


chews over MP3 
like so many 
monkey nuts. 


ER 1999 | OCTOBER 1999 ISSUE 100 | 100 


www.pcformat.co.uk 


UNDER 
THE HAMMER 


Don’t head to the high street when 
you’re buying new hardware and 
software; the best bargains are to 
be found in on-line auctions. Save 
money, sell your gear, sell your 
games — sell yourself if you want... 


TALE OF T 
CENTURY 


141 TRIED & TESTED 


This month’s new systems, upgrades and add- 
ons, plus all that irresistible electronicalia. 


The Web can save you cash 
and net you bargains aplenty! 


Don your champagne spectacles and 
celebrate PC FORMATS 100th birthday. 
Past, present and future, it's all you need 
to know about the inestimable joy of 
owning a PC. Bring on the next 100! 
Page 33 


PRINTMASTER 7 
Complete and easy- 
to-use publishing . 
suite worth aa: 951 


LARA CROFT 
SHOT MY TIGER 


The buxom gunbabe 
will soon be back for 
a fourth tomb- 

raiding adventure, @®@ 
but what’s the 

kill-licious girl really 
like under that tight 


GAMEPLAY 


Spank the gaming monkey with the latest releases 
— don’t put him back in the cage ‘til you’re done. 


MUSIC MAKER and 
MUSIC STUDIO 


106 Heavy Gear 2 


86 Unreal Tournament Supertest: <—— A 
91 Fighting Steel PCs rn % 5 leather vest? PCF does Enter planet music with 
Fe ee ee 2000 a j { its best Jerry Springer a brace of beatmakers. 

izza Syndicate ‘ 
99 Jagged Alliance 2 A PC to suit every pocket, all ~ to find out. 
100 FA Premier League Stars reviewed and rated for your Weidut Lara Cratt’on 
102 Cutthroats | purchasing pleasure, From sub-£400 z the hance and probe 

bargain buys to high-end £2,000 > her pony-tailed aura. 


monsters, it’s 


109 Civilization 2: Test of Time We mercilessly test 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP | 


ig Be, coma oh penn eight of the latest PCs <ueiy, < 
facia juyer’s guide. and give you our think. 
112 corsa PC FORMAT REGULARS 
72 Tachyon: Beyond the Fringe 114 Soul Reaver 153 Hardware reviews: 7 and INTERNATIONAL 
73° Driver 131 Microsoft Baseball 2000 153 Jenontis (tid Our monthly salvo of choice chunks comes dressed in FOOTBALL 2000 
7 “ExtremesBiket 132 Amerzone O'MisIe(SMaz0V 100th-issue sauce. Mmm! Mmm! Taste the flavour! 
76 Quake 3: Arena 133 Thrust, Twist + Turn 154 Monte Carlo; Race Leader The best game demos you 
134 Go Professional 2; Red Odyssey ‘ It’s the dinky D’Musi 191 B ’s Guid 
5 aan Breall Force Feedback nd th id 8 News uyer's Guide can lace h d 
80 136 Simba’s Pride: Gamebreak! 155 Wingman Force Formula Rceclce Gaacisa:, A report on the proliferation All the gear. All the contacts. p your hands on. 
80 MiG Alley Gruntz Destiny Force Feedback . of naughty hackster activity. All you need to know bulges. 


Puma GT; Force RS 
156 Natural Keyboard Pro 


168 Technique 208 Wired World 


Take to the skies like a big steel albatross. 
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Hats cocked! We play the Quake 3 killer. 


157 Monsoon MM-1000 
Newg 1379 


| 159 Software reviews: 
160 Net Nanny; KidDesk Internet Safe 


161 SOS Kidproof; Cyber Patrol 
163 Poser 4 

164 Face Factory; Coo! 3D 2.5 
166 Mystic Meg Tarot 


In a jam-packed Technique, we 
delve into the twilight world of 
overclocking and level design. 


180 PCF Helpline 


Luis. Villazon. ‘Nuff said. 


186 Subscribe to PCF 


And save up to 47 per cent. 


It’s our special 100th issue look 
at our favourite 100 Web sites! 


212 PCF Letters 


Pour your thoughts into our 
church of debate and diatribe. 


218 The Naked Truth 


Rod Staffish bites back. 


MiG Alley (exclusive!), ShadowMan, 
Arcade Pool 2, The Phantom Menace, 
Pandora’s Box and more! 


NetMonitor, RealPlayer and more! 


PowerStrip, FreeAmp, Sonique, 
Wally, Remote Selector and more! 


200 samples, Quake level editors, 
Web design tools and (yet) more! 
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a 


As you Can see, 
we've chosen not to 


compare our 
new BJC-5100 with 
other printers. 


Call freephone 0500 550111 


www.canon.co.uk *Price correct at time of going to press. 


PC F, For PC owners who want it all 


hampagne, presents, cake, balloons, the bumps. 
— there are few things more exciting in life 
than having a birthday. What makes them even 
more exciting is if you live to be 100 and get 
a telegram from the Queen (though by then 
you're probably not looking forward to having your 
brittle-boned body thrown into the air 100 times by 
the toothless old hags in the home). Even though it’s 
our 100th birthday this month, we didn’t receive a 
missive from Her Maj — hardly surprising, really, 
we've never had so much of a whisper out of her 4 
in eight years, so why should she start , 
mailing us now? Far from downhearted, a f 
we set about getting congratulatory 


cards from the world’s queens instead { P 


~— if the Queen couldn’t deliver, then 

maybe they could. Having received no 

reply from Queens Park Rangers, Queen of 

the South, Queensland, Brian May, RuPaul, Danny la 
Rue and that bloke from Gaytime TV who used to be 
in Right Said Fred, we gave it up for a lost cause and 
turned to what we knew best. 

No sooner was the collect call made than the Crown 
Queen of Computer Gaming, the ever-lovely Lara Croft, 
was on her way to PC FORMAT HQ to join in the 
celebrations and ruin her waistline by scoffing large 
slices of our birthday cake. To be precise, it was the 
real-life Lara Croft, the even lovelier Lara Weller, who 
turned up to do the do with us — after all, we'd have 
looked pretty daft buying drinks and feeding sponge 
to some slim panatella of a polygonal personage. 

When the excitement was over, and we had brushed 
the crumbs and dribble from our chins, all that remained 
was to put the finishing touches to this month’s monster 
issue. We hope you'll agree it’s a fitting tribute to 100 
issues of PC FORMAT, striking just the right pitch 
between level-headed analysis of the PC scene past, 
present and future, and the mad musings that make” 
PCF the unique magazine that you’ve come to know 
and love (possibly almost as much as Lara Weller). 

Enjoy our birthday, enjoy your presents, and enjoy 
PC FORMAT and we'll see you again next month. There 
won't be as many presents come 4 October, but we'll 
still make you feel like it’s your birthday ~ maybe with 
Christmas rolled in as well. Cheers! 


1 


Richard Longhurst 
Mail me! rlonghurst@futurenet.co.uk 


100 TODAY! Baa 


Shoot first, 
eat cake later. 


REPORT 


beanfeast tim« 


WHAT YOU SEE IS NOT A TEST 


Cracke 


deli 


It's been a crazy month 
for hackers, crackers 
and anyone else keen 
to poke around where 
they really shouldn't. 
Jim McCauley 
investigates. 


UM OLD WORLD, ISN’T IT? 
Microsoft has thrown 
down the gauntlet to the 
world’s crackers and 
hackers, inviting them to 
come and have a pop at its new 
Web site. The reason for this 
perverse behaviour? MS is road- 
testing Windows 2000 and wants 
to know how secure it is, so 
hackers are invited to break into 
www.windows2000test.com 
“Microsoft’s goal for Windows 
2000 is to create the most secure 
version of Windows ever, both in 


Cruise into autumn, the 
PC FORMAT way. 
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ght 


terms of feature functionality and 
system design,” says the flannel on 
the front page. “We are working 


ith you, the Internet Community, 
: ort. 


Ww : ff 
to ensure the success of this effc 


This site is available for security 
testing to help support our goal of 
delivering a great product that 
meets the most demanding 
customer needs.” 

Great idea, even if Microsoft 


insists on prissy ground rules, like 


asking for hacks to be “interesting 


as oppose to just flooding the 
server with random packets. MS 


ember 
It's another of those crazy football 
nights: England vs Poland, Scotland 


vs Estonia, Northern Ireland vs Germany 


and the Republic of Ireland vs Malta. 
Naturally, we’re dead excited. 
Oops. Expect a dress rehearsal for 
the Millennium Bug today, when 
computers worldwide note that the date 


suggests trying to gain access to 
something you shouldn’t, finding 
the secret hidden messages 0N the 
site or logging on to a user 
account. Wow! Brilliant, eh? 

Well, no. Quite apart from the 
total disdain with which the 
“Internet Community” has greeted 
the venture (a common retort is 
that genuine crackers have better 
things to do than bug-test 
Microsoft products for free), the 
proceedings seem rather more 
prone to acts of God than hack 
attacks. Thanks to thunderstorms, 


is 9/9/99, assume it’s the end of time 
and attempt to shut down. 
The Last Night of the Proms. 
] Dress like a twit, wave a flag 
and bob up and down on the Sailor's 
Hornpipe www.bbc.co.uk/proms 
We vetoed them last issue, so 
1 should we relent and mention 
Grand Prix races this month? No. You 


= 


The chip companies are buying each other, and it’s greedy 


for crackers. Here’s the news that matters. 


bad HTML and knackered 
JavaScript, the site was broken fo 
: r 
much of its first week on-line. 
While Microsoft focuses on 
encouraging a monster Win2k 
hack, it’s been caught unaw. 
a major security flaw in Of 
An Office 97 driver called Jet 3 
el 
(or ODBCJT32.DLL, as jee 
! ria » aS it’s more 
ormally known) can be ex lo; 
i a Olte, 
by malicious code withi y ited 
y Nan Exce| 
97 worksheet. The Problem | 
: has the 
potential to wreak havoc on y ee 
PC: come across it ae 
ee a sit on a Web site 
in an e-mail and you could be 


ares by 
fice 97, 


or 


can find out about the Italian Gr. 
Prix for yourselves. 
1 We don’t know why, but we feel 
compelled to mention Bobby 
Davro’s 40th birthday. Give us strength. 
1 m7 Ase At long last, Stanley 
Kubrick’s erotic Masterpiece 
hits the UK screens. Go and see Eyes 
Wide Shut! www.eyeswideshut.com 


‘and 


No ticket? 


© YOU DIDN'T FIND ONE OF OUR MAGICAL SILVER TICKETS AND YOU'RE 
not getting a free VideoLogic soundcard? It’s not the end of the 


world. VideoLogic’s just unveiled a new range of goodies that'll have 


you queuing up at your local hardware emporium. Top of the shopping 
list is the Neon 250, a graphics card which uses the same spanking 
PowerVR Series 2 technology that’s powering Sega’s Dreameast console 


and a glut of new arcade games. Fancy some 32-bit rendering, full 
hardware anti-aliasing, 16Mb SDRAM and full OpenGL and Direct3D 
compatibility? Of course you do. Fancy it for around £100, a lot less than 


the 


handing over control of your PC to 
a third party. Microsoft has 
confirmed that such an exploit is 
possible, and will be issuing 
instructions on how to avoid it. If 
you’re worried and need a quick 
fix, we suggest you download 
Microsoft Data Access Components 
version 2.1 — which contains Jet 4.0 
— from www.microsoft.com/data. 
Let’s not forget the other major 
attack on Windows platforms, of 
course. The Cult of the Dead Cow 
(www.cultdeadcow.com) has just 
released BO2K, or Back Orifice 


You'd be a fool not to. VideoLogic has promised that the 


Microsoft says 
“Come hacking!” 
The world says 
“No thanks.” 


2000. The latest version of last 
year’s Back Orifice, a sneaky piece 


of software that enabled users to 
control other people’s PCs through 
the magic of TCP-IP, BO2K now 
works on Windows NT as well as 
Windows 95 and 98, The Cult has 
been rubbing salt into the wound 
by calling BO2K a ‘system 
administration tool’, claiming it 
does exactly the same job as 
Microsoft’s own system tools. 
Sneaky, that. You could do worse 
than download it, just for fun, from 
www.bo2k.com. 


1 If you're in Munich and at a 
loose end, try the Oktoberfest. 
Drink too much beer, sing along to 
oompah music and don’t mention the 
war. oktoberfest-guides.com 
2 Time to atone for your sins 
through prayer and 25 hours of 
fasting. If you’re Jewish, that is. Does 
one wish people a happy Yom Kippur? 


23 can buy a Sega Dreamcast 

today. If you like that sort of 

thing. www.sega-europe.com 

be Y AES Grand Prix? 
Never heard of it, mate. What 

do they do in Luxembourg, anyway? 

3 Celebrate achievements that 


‘cannot or should not be 
reproduced’, at the annual Ig Nobel 


Neon 250 will be on sale by the time 
you read this. Check the review in 

next month’s PC 
The company’s latest Webcam, the 


And there’s more. 


HomeC@n, puts one over on the 
competition by boasting a built-in 


microphone, so you can gas as you gawp. 
And all for a very reasonable £69.99. Want 
some proper surround sound for your game: 
Take a look (or at least point an ear) at the Sirocco 

Crossfire speaker system, which packs four speakers and 


= The long-awaited 
new 3D card from 

VideoLogic — look out for 

a full review next month. 


a meaty subwoofer that’s liable to shake your fillings out. 
Yours for £234, mate. 

For more information, shoot a glance in the general 
's Web site: www.videologic.com 


direction of VideoLog' 


Cheaper chips? 
Chew on this 


HIP PRICES COULD GET LOWER 

following a deal between 

troubled chip maker Cyrix 
and VIA Technologies, the second 
largest chip supplier in the PC 
industry. Cyrix recently bowed out 
of the processor game after failing 
to win sufficient market share and 
suffering massive losses, but Cy 
will now get a new lease of life. 

VIA is set to pay as much as 
$167m (£100m) for the Cyrix 
chipset. Having also agreed a deal 
with IDT for the WinChip 
microprocessor and the X86 
design team, VIA is in a position 
to take on Intel. 
Meanwhile, speculation 

mounts about a planned bid from 
Intel for AMD. In light of VIA’s 


recent purchases, the move isn’t 
expected to bother the Federal 
Trade Commission. AMD recently 
reported record losses, its share 
price dropping to just $16. Such is 
its plight that the launch of the 
K7, lauded in all quarters as a 
hands-down PIll-beater, is 
rumoured to be in jeopardy. This 
would be a great shame. Turn to 
page 151 and you can judge for 
yourself what a mighty piece of 
technology the K7 is: we put a PIll 
and a K7 head to head for a first- 
look comparison, and watched in 
awe as the K7 trounced the PII in 
almost every area. We'll have a 
more detailed analysis next 
month, even it does turn out to be 
an academic exercise... 


Intel’s still number one when it comes to PC chips, but VIA Technology's purchase of 
Cyrix could mean it’s in for some stiff competition - and that could mean lower prices. 


‘Courtesy’s Cool’ slogan sucks big time. 
How about ‘Be polite, kids, or we'll 
round you up and kill you all’? 

Today might well be the 10th 

anniversary of the untimely death 
of comic genius Graham Chapman, but 
that’s not enough to prevent super-scary 
issue 101 of PCF from going on sale. 
www.peformat.co.uk 


Prizes. Except the awards take place 
in Massachusetts. So you'll have to 
watch them live on the Internet 
instead: www.improbable.com 


Mind your Ps and Qs! It’s National 
Courtesy Day. We're all up for that, 
but we can’t help thinking that the 


PC FORMAT October 1999 


im REPORTER 


SNIPPETS 


Faster RAM 

Samsung claims it has created an 
‘evolutionary alternative’ to Direct 
DRAM for graphics applications. The 
new chip operates at 222MHz and is 
claimed to be around 55 per cent 
faster than the fastest SDRAM 
currently available. At the moment, 
the new chip, snappily called the 
KM4132G112, is only available for 
sampling, but volume production will 
begin imminently. 
Www.samsung.com 


Sell your wares 

Getting what you want to sell onto the 
Internet so that people can buy it used 
to be hard work, but not now according 
to Shopcreator Developments. It 
reckons that you could be trading 
within just 30 minutes of logging onto 
its Web site, so long as you fill ina 
succession of forms and agree to pay 
the asking price, which ranges from 
£199 to £999. 

www.shopcreator.com 


Sun always shines on PC 
Or so Sun would have you believe. 

Its latest project, codenamed Corona, 
is a workstation that boasts no local 
storage, an Ethernet card, embedded 
Java and X-Windows. To get to saved 
work all you do is insert a smart card 
into the required slot, and you're away. 
Expect to pay around £350. 
www.sun.com 


Resale of the century 

So long as youre not too proud to 
buy second hand, you can now get 
your paws on a dead-cheap PC from 
Computer Resale. For as little as 
£150, an Internet-ready low-end 
machine can be all yours to take home. 
Bargain. Contact Computer Resale on 
® 0800 731 8143 to find out the 
location of your nearest store. 
users.breathemail.net/computerresale 


Open the box 

Not only is Contactbox a free ISP, but 
it now offers free fax and voice mail to 
your existing e-mail account. So long 
as you use 19 minutes per month, the 
service is free, and once it’s been set 
up, you'll be given an 070 number that 
enables you to divert any calls or faxes 
you may receive. Nice. For more 
information, call = 0870 740 4404. 
www.contactbox.co.uk 


Official: Internet=Good 
The next time someone tries to tell 
you that the Internet is the work of 
Satan, you can retort that it is in fact 
good with a capital G. Some clever 
chap called Robin Miller tried entering 
the keywords ‘good’ and ‘evil’ into 
AltaVista and found that good beat evil 
every time. The word ‘good’ generated 
18,803,720 matches, while ‘evil’ came 
up with a mere 1,185,680. Praise be 
to the Internet, then. 
www.altavista.com 
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HEN A MAGAZINE REACHES 

issue 100, after eight years 

of service, you might expect 
it to have grown rusty and cynical. 
Yeah, right. PC FORMAT remains 
the most enthusiastic, honest, 
entertaining guide to the PC in the 
world, drawing more readers than 
any other PC leisure magazine in its 
class. And we want to give each 
and every one of you some presents, 
to demonstrate just how generous 
and idealistic we are. To get this far, 
you will have had to open your 
cardboard box, and no doubt the 
contents are now spilled before you 
like the innards of an expensive and 
particularly big Christmas cracker. 

Pick through the pile like a 
cat in a trashcan and you'll find 
a selection of free items. First off 
comes a celebratory gold balloon. 
If you consider yourself an adult, 
please blow it up and pretend 
you’re at some kind of party. If 
you're a wee bairn, please do not 
swallow it and die. Consider this an 
amusing way of saying WARNING: 
CHOKING HAZARD, thus 
satisfying our lawyers. 
Also in the box is an exclusive, 

dangerous 


and altogether much less 


PITT 
RIP 


FTER WHAT MUST MARK THE 

shortest-ever life span of a 

processor, Intel has scrapped 
the Pentium III-450. After a life of 
just six months or thereabouts, Intel 
has phased the PHI-450 out in 
favour of its 500, 550 and 600MHz 
processors. In the heady days of the 
x86 processor family, Intel’s 486 
managed to survive for a decade or 
so before succumbing to the mind- 
blowing power of the Pentium. 


What’s in 
the box? 


To celebrate our 100th issue, we've 
given you a box of booty. So, blow 
up your balloon and party on. 


mousemat, brought to 
you in association with 
Prince of Persia 3D. The 
third-person sequel to the classic 
PC platformer will hit the shelves 
before Christmas, but you can 
be running your mouse over the 
Prince’s face long before then. And 
if you want a break from your 
computer, you can nip down to the 
local Noah’s Ark and throw your 
free Sports Spinner around. 

Amusingly entitled the PCF 
Freesbee, this plastic disc of fun 
comes courtesy of Microsoft’s 
International Football 2000. 
Presumably a free football wouldn’t 
fit in the box. You'll also have a 
free 16-page Computer Arts special 
supplement, providing some insight 
into PC creativity, and two PC 
discs crammed with demos, utilities 
and free programs. 

Now look a little closer into 
the pile. 100 lucky readers will 
find a Willy Wonka-style gold 
ticket bagging the recipient a free 
Microsoft package: that’s a full 
copy of Microsoft's International 
Football 2000 and one of its brand- 
new joypads. Not gota gold ticket? 
There is yet hope! Look again, 


2 


pss” jee 


Other technologies have come and 
gone (remember the Pentium Pro, 
anyone?) with increasing frequency, 
whilst others have failed to make 
much impact (Xeon). At the same 
time, chip ‘enhancements’ such as 
the MMX instruction set have been 
quietly sidelined. If the current 
pattern of development, marketing, 


this time for a 
ticket. A silver slip entitles you to 

a free VideoLogic SonicStorm Pro 
soundcard. If you've a gold ticket 
and a silver ticket, you’re clearly far 
too lucky for your own good. 

No purchase necessary to enter 
the gold/silver ticket extravaganza 
by the way, just write to us at the 
usual address and we'll open a box 
on your behalf as per government 
rules on such things. Good luck 
then, old bean. 


Warning! 


Balloon: made of natural latex rubber, Warning! 


Children under eight years-old can choke or 
suffocate on un-inflated or broken balloons, 
‘Adult supervision required: keep un-inflated 
balloons way from children. Discard broken 
balloons at once, Sports Spinner: not suitable for 
children under 36 months due to small parts 

CE TCS (Europe) Ltd, London WC2E 9AR 


Retain this information for future reference 


The once mighty 
PIII 450 processor 
is no more. 


price cutting and eventual 
discontinuation were to continue 
the Pentium III would be obsolete 
by the end of the year, 

This rounds off a few weeks of 
speculation during which the Cyrix 
has been bought by VIA and AMD 
is rumoured to be the subject of an 
audacious bid from Intel. Intel has 
slashed the pricing of the Celeron 
family (on the eve of having 20,000 
Celerons stolen from a lorry in 
Holland) and is also reported to 
have run short of 40OMHz CPUs. 


PCs for 


small people 


The PC goes pink, but not how you think. 
These are rinky-dink for the kiddy-winks. 


ULL, GREY AND UNFRIENDLY: 
desktop PCs are often this 
ay. But if toy manufacturer 
Mattel executes its grand plan, 
family computers could be brightly 
coloured play-centres with themed 
peripherals and a wide range of 
appropriate children’s software 
built-in, Nice. 

The huge American firm 
has already signed up Patriot 
Computers to make the systems, 
which are expected to go on sale 
in the US for an affordable $600 
(£400). Coming in two flavours, 
Barbie for the girls and Hot Wheels 
for boys, the child-friendly PCs will 
be based on Mattel’s leading brands 
and will be modelled on a 333 
Celeron processor. 
h machine will feature 
15-inch monitor, a 56k modem, 
32Mb RAM and a 3Gb hard drive. 
Hot Wheels-loving bairns will find 
their new PC comes in a shiny blue 
colour with the recognisable flame 
logo on the keyboard, mouse and 
monitor. A steering wheel and CD 
holder will come with the set, which 
will feature all the Hot Wheels 
game titles, Myst and a selection 
of reference software including, 
Compton's 3D World Atlas. If your 
nipper is a young lady and fane 
Barbie PC, she'll find it to be a pink 
machine with purple flowers on it, 


Festne cas cues Race 6dr bore 


Wepete cot eden Beam! "year 


ce Pete 


Bright colours for bright kids. If your 
children can’t type at two they're doomed. 


and she'll get a digital camera as 
part of the package. Barbie Riding 
Club, Barbie Supe 
Barbie Cool Looks 
Designer will also woo the girls 
Mattel has not yet announced 
plans to release the colourful PCs 
over here, but the launch is 
symptomatic of a trend in the 
industry which will inevitably reach 
Britain — toy companies’ increasing 
interest in the lucrative family 
PC scene. “Children today are 
embracing technology at a much 
younger age,” announced Mattel 
President David Haddad, “And we 
believe that it’s extremely important 
to make computers accessible... 
We're excited to be the first 
company in the industry to offer 
branded PCs for children.” And 
we're excited for them. 
www.mattel.com 


MP3 raves on 


HE RECORD INDUSTRY'S 

appeal to ban Diamond 

Multimedia’s Rio appears 
to have ended amicably, after a 
federal ruling judged that the 
player does not contravene piracy 
laws. A joint statement between 
Diamond Multimedia Systems 
Inc, the Recording Industry 
Association of America and the 
Alliance of Artists and Recording 
Companies stated all had reached 


a ‘mutually satisfactory resolution 


of outstanding legal issues’. 


MP3 developers and the music 


industry have developed the 
Secure Digital Music Initiative, 
which will attempt to ratify 
standards and guidelines for 


production and distribution by 
the end of the year. For more 
on that, see page 16 for the 
spacemonkey’s lowdown. 

Over recent months MP3 
has found favour with the likes 
of Q-Tip, Underworld and Public 
Enemy, whose latest album 
There’s a Poison Goin’ On has 
been promoted on their new label 
site, Atomic Pop and is available 
for download at www.public- 
enemy.com. 

Only days earlier, Lycos 
announced it has acquired Internet 
Music Distribution’s MP3 player, 
Sonique in exchange for an 
estimated $38.8 million. 
www.sonique.com 


Site 
alight 


EP, IT’S BEEN A WHILE NOW since 

the official PC FORMAT Web 

site — www.pcformat.co.uk — 
went live. After a brief period of 
sleeping and laying off the coffee, 
Tony Ellis is back on the black stuff 
and has had those match sticks 
wedged into his sockets to keep his 


eyes open. Just like in the cartoons. 
Really. Anyway, the reason for all 
this is that, just like our Web site, 
Tony doesn’t sleep. He’s been busy 
updating the site on a daily b 


giving you easy access to all the 
latest PC-related news and handy 
tips there are. You'll also find items 
such as our games database that 
will tell you everything you need to 
game that we'v 
reviewed = what score it received, 


know about ever 


who publishes it, and comments 
we made about it. Perfect buying 
advice, in fact. 

That's not all though, for 
another recent addition to the site 
is the PCF 
can find all sorts of tasty bits, pie: 
and files for you to download. 
There'll even be a Webcam in that 
section soon which will enable you 
to see what exactly is going on here 
at P 
magazine. Hurrah! 

Oh, and if there’s anything you 
want added, either in the mag or 
to the Web site, why not go to the 
forum and air your views? Loads 
of you already do, and hey, even if 
you don’t want to post anything, 
we can guarantee that it'll make for 
some pretty interesting and diverse 
reading. What are you waiting for? 
Go to www.pcformat.co.uk. Tony 
will be there, sipping sugary coffee, 


Extra section, where you 


towers while we make the 


splashing cold water on his 
and counting sheep backwards. 
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Pop along to www.pcformat.co.uk — it’s the 


best site in town, y’know. 


OLD CHESTNUT ¢ 


PCF’s wisest 


contributor has 
been accused of 
losing the plot. We 
maintain that he 
never had it. 


ullo everyone. You'll all be 

delighted to hear that after a 

month’s rest and recuperation, 
Mrs Chestnut has now recovered fully 
from her accidental interment in the 
garden. Unfortunately she’s somehow 
managed to pick up yet another 
infection, probably from a bow! of 
Ready Brek that was slightly past its 
sell-by date. Normally one can safely 
add a good six months or so to the sell- 
by dates that they put on foodstuffs, 
but it seems that I made a small 
miscalculation this time. Not to worry, 
she’s still in much better health than 
she has been for a couple of years. 

All of which means that I can 
return to the subject I was busily 
investigating when Mrs Chestnut was 
at rest amid the begonias, Yes, this 
wonderful Internet. I still have difficulty 
comprehending the size of the Internet. 
Consider the size of the average 
computer. Now, think about how many 
different sites there are on the Internet. 
There are literally billions of them, all 
of them living on different computers, 
connected by the global wire that 
connects them all together and makes 
the Internet. Let’s suppose that the 
average computer takes up one cubic 
metre, and there are two billion Web 
sites. That means the Internet is two 
billion cubic metres big, and it probably 
weighs 16 billion kilograms. If anyone 
would care to convert that into tons 
then I'd be grateful. | can never 
remember what you have to multiply 
kilograms by to make them into tons, or 
whether one should spell tons as tons or 
tonnes. I think tonnes have something to 
do with pounds and ounces, and they 
confuse me enough as it is. 

Yet, we've yet to consider the 
amount of wire that holds the Internet 
together, yet. Each computer is 
connected to the Internet by wire, but 
I’m not sure how much, so I’ll guess 
that there’s an average of one mile of 
wire for every computer. That makes 
two billion miles of wire! Weighing an 
awful lot (I've no idea how much wire 
weighs, especially per mile)! That's 
enough wire to not only stretch between 
the Earth and the Moon, it could even 
be cut into Earth-Moon lengths, plaited 
together and then used to form the 
basis of a cable-car between the Earth 
and the Moon. No more need for 
expensive rockets! You could just climb 
into the cable-car and be taken from 
the Earth to the Moon at a pleasant, 
sedate pace. Obviously, | know that 
there’s enough wire to create a similar 

link to the Sun, but I’m not a complete 
fool. The distance to the Sun is far too 
big to be travelled by cable-car, even a 
special space cable-car. 

My word, I seem to have wandered 
off my subject rather. Chin chin! 
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Free soundcard (worth £39.99) for all new subscribers! 


EY YOU. YEs, you, BECOME A 
subscriber to PC FORMAT 


today and we'll give you a 


superb new VideoLogic soundcard 


for free. The SonicStorm Pro 
system costs £39.99 in the shops 
but we'll send one to you in the 


post if you choose to join the 
thousands of people who already 


Intrigued by all this VideoLogicary? Find 
out more at www.videologic.com 


receive PC FORMAT directly from 


us eve! 


help your decision? 

The SonicStorm Pro’s 3D 
Audio capabilities are based on the 
Maestro-2E audio-signal processor, 
and incorporate Sensaura HRTF 
and DirectSound3D technology. 
HRTE, which defines how noises 
from different directions interact 
with the human ear, makes use of 


conventional two-speaker stereo- 
playback systems to create a 
convincing 3D sound field. 
Additionally, SPDIF digital 
output enables you to connect 
the device to a MiniDisc recorder, 
if you're that way inclined. 
Simultaneous 64-channel audio- 
stream capability and a 64-voice 
hardware-accelerated MIDI 


Don't shoot 


the messenger 


TRENGTHENING ITS DEFENCE 

against Microsoft’s MSN 

Messenger, America Online 
recently signed agreements with 
Earthlink Network and Mindspring 
Enterprises, both of whom 
will offer re-branded 
versions of AOL’s 
messaging software, 
increasing the user base to 
an estimated 42,000,000. 
AOL had already teamed 
with Apple, Real Networks 
and Sun to develop an 
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— 
We'll bring you an in-depth look at instant 
messaging in next month’s PCF. 
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| AOL doesn’t like being 
compatible with MSN. 


interoperable standard, which 
Microsoft was invited to join 
bur refused. 

America Online recently sent 
MSN Messenger users a message 
stating they'd 
been removed 
from the AOL 
network for use 
of unauthorised 
software. AOL's 
tactics were 
a response to 
the fact that 
MSN Messenger 
enables users to 
chat to ‘buddies’ 


using both 
Microsoft and 
AOL messenger 
programs. The 
ISP’s fierce 
defence of its 


[ce 


messaging service was met with 
anger and derision by a number 
of companies, including AT&T, ; 
Excite, Infoseek, Yahoo! and - of 
course — Microsoft itself. Together, 
they wrote to AOL president Steve 
Case, describing his actions as ‘an 
unproductive game of cat and 
mouse’ and requesting an open 


standard for on-line messaging. 
Case has so far neglected to reply. 


month. Need some facts to 


wavetable 
synthesiser are 
part of the 
board’s feature 
set, with 2Mb 
and 4Mb 
wavetable 
memory — that’s 
more than 670 
programmable 
voices, 21 brain- 
pummelling 
drum kits and three 

parallel 24-bit effects buses. 

The SonicStorm Pro is fully 
compatible with all SoundBlaster 
and DOS standards, and requires 
only a P166 MMX machine or 
better, running Windows 95 or 98. 
To get your hands on one of these 
audio powerhouses, simply 


One will know 

that Anakin 
Skywalker builds a 
droid, C-3PO, in his 
spare time. Well, 
Probotics guv’nor 
Henry Thorne has 
gone and invented a 
household robot 
right here on planet 
Earth. Cye, as the 
*bot is called, is a 
tiny plastic machine 
designed to offer 
assistance with 


Fill your PC with sound, and get 


a PCF subscription as well! 


subscribe to PCF, Call the order 
hotline on @ 0122: 11 with 
your credit card handy, and tell our 
highly strung staff that you want to 
take advantage of the VideoLogic 
SonicStorm Pro offer. This can’t 

be used in conjunction with the 


money-off offer on page 186. 


Ab, but is it fluent in upwards of six billion forms of 
communication? Or just one? 
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a small dustpan on wheels, the 
Cye can be programmed via your 
PC to do various set tasks: it can 
cart food, drinks or general 
objects (like mail) around on a 
tray, meet visitors and lead them 
to your living room, patrol rooms, 
announce the hour like a tiny 
nightwatchman, or simply wag its 
tail and go to sleep. Genius. 
Believe it or not, the beast is 
only a few inches tall and, rather 
than using feedback’ sensors, it 
moves about by learning the 
positions of obstacles, doorways 


and walls: you set t! i 
for its iaale and, pe Peaidasie 
anything else, it patrols its 
territory to establish where 
everything is. A radio transmitter 
plugs into the serial Port of your 
computer and keeps in const. 
contact with the robot. 
Minimum system is a P90 
running Win 95 or 98. Costing 
$695 (about £415), the Cye 
comes in orange, yellow or green, 
and you can install a drinks tray 
or vacuum-cleaner holder for $89 
more. WWW.personalrobots.com 


doing 


ant 


Press Ass 
net) have 
lan Harris, ‘a 17-year-old student 


EWS SITES UP AND DOWN THE 
Internet have been going 


doolally over the tale of a 


chap trying to auction himself on 
the Internet. Both The Register 
(www.theregister.co.uk) and the 


ciation (WWW.pa.press. 
rried the story of one 


Register(a) “= 


Thanks for the free publicity, chaps! Here’s 
yours. Fair's fair, as they say at the fair. 


ITBOYS OY HAS ANNOUNCED 
details of its Glaze 3D 1200 
and 2400 chipsets. The 
architecture of current 3D cards 
is fast approaching the 128-bit 
throughput capacity. But by using 
0.20-micron DRAM, Bitboys’ 
new memory interface will more 
than triple performance, from 
3Gb to 9.6Gb, 

The Glaze 3D 1200 will 
embed 9Mb of DRAM with 
support for an additional 128Mb 


PCF makes the news! 


from Wigan’, who attempted to 
flog himself — in the commercial 
sense — on the popular eBay auction 
site (www.ebay.com). 

Proclaiming himself ¢ British 
Male, with handy options such as 
limited artificial intelligence and the 
ability to buy drinks and use a 
wallet, Ian attracted a frenzy of 
bidding, with the final figure 
reaching well over the $100 mark. 
While PA took the auction a little 
seriously, The Register must have 
smelled a bit of a rat, marking the 
whole story as evidence that the 
silly season had begun. But no-one 
guessed that it was all our fault, 
and that Ian’s auction was part of 
his investigation into on-line 
auctions. Yes! It was all a big scam, 
and it worked! Find out more on 
page 20. 


SDRAM on the card, while the 
Glaze 3D 2400 will have 18Mb 
embedded and 256Mb external 
memory. Running at 1SOMHz, 
the 32-bit true-colour quad-pixel 
rendering, pipeline enables fill 
rates of 1.2 billion texels per 
second on the 1200 chipset, and 
2.4 billion texels per second on 
the 2400. The Glaze 3D also 
sports an accumulation buffer 
which will provide full-scene 
anti-aliasing, as well as the other 
effects promised by 3dfx’s T- 
Buffer technology. 

Bitboys plans to support PCI, 
AGP 2x and AGP 4x, but no 
developers have been announced. 
Products are expected to ship 
early next year. www.bitboys.com 


Geek required 


RE YOU A GEEK? A GENUINE, 

dyed-in-the-wool, would- 

rather-code-up-a-3D-engine- 
than-go-down-the-pub nerd? Do 
you know the intricacies of the 
8086 instruction set better than 
you know your own mum? We 
might just have a job for you. 

PCF is looking for a new 
member of the team, a 100 per 
cent certified propellerhead who 
knows absolutely everything about 
PCs and the things you can plug 
into them. You'll be responsible 
for ensuring that our hardware 
re are the best in the 
business, testing the latest kit to 
the limits and writing up your 


findings using authoritative and 
exciting words, and charts of 
unprecedented complexity 

With nearly 100,000 readers 
counting on you for advice, you'll 
relish the responsibility of guiding 
them down the right path. 

Reckon that’s you? Th 
prove your abilities by writing 
500 words about the state of f 
in the world of 3D cards, looking 
ahead to the 3D technology we'll 
be buying next year. Then send it, 
along with your CV, to Rich 
Longhurst, PC FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW; 
or e-mail it to richard.longhurst@ 
futurenet.co.uk. 


— Thailand 


If you’ve got the urge 

to take over a south- 

east-Asian country, you 

might like to target Thailand in 

January. The nation formerly known 
as Siam will be switching down all 
its automated weapons systems and 
missile silos to avoid any possible 
Y2K disasters. Whereas many NATO 
countries have been spending billions 
of dollars to ensure millennium 
compliance, certain Eastern and ex- 
Soviet territories have a predicted 
anti-bug spend of little more than a 
few million. 

Speaking from Bangkok, Major- 
General Khemayodhin of the Thai 
military announced that, because 
his people cannot guarantee the 
accurate operation of their missile- 
launching computers on 1 January 
2000, they plan to turn the 
equipment off altogether. Possible 
flaws would include accidentally 
shooting down passenger planes. 
Our advice: stay at home, or take 
an invasion force with you. 


France 
Feel the sudden need to 
spend money but aren’t 
near a shop ora 
computer? If you're in France, 
you could simply reach for your: 
Internet-compatible mobile phone. 
France Telecom is busy introducing 
the first e-commerce service for 
cellular telephones, to be called the 
Iti Achat function. The first phone in 
the programme will be the Motorola 
StarTAC-D handset, from which 
French users can log on to the Net 
and make purchases of (at present) 
books, CDs, videos, flowers, concert 
tickets, wine and electronic gadgets. 
Two banks — Credit Commercial 
de France and Credit Mutuel — are 
backing the scheme. In order to 
confirm any order, a smart card 
must be fitted into the back of the 
handset, and used in conjunction 
with a personal password. The trial 
phase will be over by the end of the 
year, and the full service will be in 
place by the start of 2000. 


Russia 

It’s beginning to look as 
if the Mir programme is 
jinxed. The latest news is 
that a mission-control operative 
accidentally shut down the central 
computer. Working from Russia, the 
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Are spacemonkeys in charge of Mir? 
That would explain an awful lot. 


unnamed, and presumably now 
jobless, technician inadvertently 
unplugged the computer system 
which runs the space station. Three 
astronauts were on board at the 
time, and while life-support 
functions remained unaffected, the 
shutdown halted the gyroscope 
system which keeps Mir in the 
correct position for absorbing solar 
energy (quite an important activity). 

Instead of plugging the machine 
back in again, scientists decided to 
leave it off and use the down-time 
to make important repairs and 
upgrades — the crew were evacuated 
shortly afterwards so that the 
maintenance could take place. It’s 
estimated that Mir has enough 
power in its batteries to stay up 
for a few more months. The plan 
is to restart the computer and the 
gyroscope in time for a new crew to 
dock in the spring. 

Russian officials have tried to 
play down fears about Mir crashing, 
but Western scientists warn that 
without a crew on the station, 
ground controllers might have 
trouble restarting the system. This 
could lead to Mir spinning out of 
control when the power runs out. 


Japan 
@ Not content with coming 
up with all sorts of odd 
gadgets, the Japanese 
have taken the madness one step 
further by ousting Windows 98 
from the top slot in the operating- 
system hit parade. Its replacement? 
TurboLinux J 4.0. In its first week 
on sale, the new OS captured a 
whopping 24 per cent of the market; 
Win 98 managed only 9 per cent. 
However, if you were to include 
all the Win 98 upgrades in those 
figures, a different picture would 
emerge, TurboLinux being shunted 
back to second place. Still, it proves 
that Microsoft may not have it all 
wrapped up just yet. @ 
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NEXT MONTH 


Next month in 


ney 


ON SALE 4 OCTO 


For PC owners who want it all 


Or 


The Scary Issue 


Crash course! 


How to cope with the scariest things than can happen to 
your PC. Crashes, conflicts, viruses and bugs — we make 
everything better. 


Windows: 
The Umpteenth Coming 


Is Windows 2000 a messiah for the new millennium or 
the bastard son of Satan? PC FORMAT investigates 
Microsoft's immaculate conception. 


Spacemonkey’s Guide to ICQ 


Get gobby with instant-messaging software that puts you 


in touch with family, friends and freaks around the globe. 


i 
Command and Conquer: Tiberian Sun , 
At last! The real-time strategy game we ‘ve all been 


waiting for. 


[Plust] 


Two program-packed CD-ROMs 
A fistful of full programs including AutoSketch and 
National Geographic, plus troubleshooting software 


featuring NetMonitor and more. 


On sale 4 October with two CD-ROMs 
Subscribe and save up to 47%. 
Call a 01458 271129. Or hit www.pcformat.co.uk 


All contents subject to change 
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Where do you find the best new British music on the web? 


o 
In one fell swoop, MP3 has 
turned your PC into a jukebex 
and bootleg factory, but fhe 
music industry isn't at,al| happy 
about it. Gary Marshall tel/s 
you all you need to know about 
our favourite musi¢-file format 


You can rely on everybody's 
favourite star-sailing primate 
to keep you up to speed on 
new developments in the 
controversial world of MP3. 
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A normal audio file — such as the 

ones on a compact disc — uses 16-bit 
sampling at a rate of 44.1KHz. That 
figure means the file will store 44,100 
chunks of information for each second 


of music. You need to multiply that 
figure by two because you have left 
and right stereo channels, then by two 
again (16-bit means that each bit of 
information can have one of two 


WORK? 


P3 — sort FoR ‘MPEG 
Audio Layer 3’— has 
generated so much 
press coverage that 
entire rainforests have 
been destroyed to cope with the 
demand for newspaper, and the hot 
air emanating from panicky music 
industry meetings has punched a new 
hole in the ozone layer. The reason for 
the fuss is that MP3, a way of storing 
CD-quality music in reasonably sized 
iles, is slowly taking over the world — 
and it’s almost as popular as sex. 
That claim might sound bizarre, but 


*‘MP3’ is the second most-popular 


term tapped into Internet search 
engines by music-hungry Web users. 

A whole new culture has sprung 
up on the Web, with thousands of 
sites offering MP3 files for download 
and hundreds of software companies 
trying hard to get in on the act by 
producing players, creators and 
streamers. Record companies are 
worried that the technology means 
the death of the music industry as we 
know it, while the companies who 
spotted MP3’s potential in the early 
days are zooming around in Ferraris 
and giggling like schoolgirls. 

If you’ve ever mucked about with 
music on your PC you'll know that 
CD-quality WAV files can easily reach 
sizes of 60Mb or more. MP3 
files, on the other hand, 
manage to sound almost 
identical to the source but 
only take up three or four 


MusicMatch 
Jukebox and 
RealNetworks’ 
RealJukebox go a 
step further, using 
a process known as 
ripping to read music 
from your CD-ROM drive 
and turn it into MP3 files. 
Because MP3 is a proper 
standard created by the same 
people behind MPEG video, 
there’s an incredible amount of 
software that can play back MP3 
files, and most of it’s available free. 
Although it’s perfectly legal to 
make MP3s of your own music, it’s 
highly illegal to copy pre-recorded 
music without permission, even if it’s 
for your own use. Inevitably, though, 
that’s exactly what thousands of 
people are doing and there are 


There’s no doubt that MP3 is 
gradually taking over the world, 


Creative put 
sound in your 
PC - now it’s 
put music in 
your pocket. 


various Top 
40 sites, we also 
found huge archives 

of live recordings of The 
Smiths, Radiohead and even 

comedy god Bill Hicks. In the vast 
majority of cases, the files were 
almost indistinguishable from the 
CD originals. 

MP3 isn’t just used for illegal 
things, though. You find spoken-word 
tracks and comedy tracks on many 
legal MP3 sites, and new MP3-based 
radio stations such as Shoutcast 
(www.shoutcast.com) are appearing 
on the Web, providing streaming CD- 
quality music that’s a world apart 
from crackly RealAudio. 
Bands looking for that 
elusive record deal use 
MP3 files to get their 
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small and so easy to make, 
it’s the logical choice for delivering 
music over the Internet. 

Instead of queuing up to face the 
surly assistants at your local record 
emporium, you can browse the Web 
for the music you want and download 
it in a matter of minutes. With a 
range of portable and in-car MP3 
players already on the market, you 
don’t even have to lug your PC 
around with you when you want 
music on the move. 


Musical mutation 

MP3 files are very easy to make, and 
imost modern music software now 
includes the option to create an MP3 
file. Specialist programs such as 


values). Using this method, a single 
minute of music will take up around 
10 Megabytes of space, equivalent to 
an hour’s download. 

Most of this information is 
useless, because any sound ata 
frequency much lower than 20Hz or 
higher than 20KHz is inaudible to the 
average person. Your hearing is more 
sensitive to some frequencies than 


countless illegal MP3 sites offering 
CD-quality versions of almost every 
song you can think of — including the 
latest chart hits and even songs that 
haven't been released yet. 

Although the record companies 
are understandably miffed, it’s the 
phenomenal number of illegal MP3. 
files that’s responsible for the huge 
popularity of the format. The scale of 


illegal MP3s on the Net is staggering. 


Stick the word ‘MP3’ into a search 
engine and you get millions of results, 
and a quick browse will uncover 
plenty of sites offering several 
hundred current and recent chart 
hits together with links to 50 or 60 
similar MP3 sites. In addition to 


people as possible, and 

sites such as MP3.COM 
contain thousands of legal MP3 files 
from would-be pop stars. As UK- 
based site Layer 3 Recordings 
(www.|3r.com) points out, new bands 
can ‘reach a potential audience of 
over 150 million Internet users 
without going through the music- 
industry grinder’. 


Hold your horses 

Before you start creating MP3 files 
of your artistic endeavours, though, 
it’s worth considering what you want 
to achieve. If you expect to sell 
thousands of CDs to people bowled 
over by your MP3s, you'll probably 
be disappointed. This particular 
spacemonkey occasionally returns =» 


others too, and your ears are at their 
most sensitive when they encounter 
frequencies between 2 and 4KHz. The 
MP3 format takes advantage of this, 
chucking the stuff you can’t hear in 
the bin and then using a technology 
called ‘perceptual audio coding’ or 
‘psychoacoustics’ to get rid of more 
hits without your ears noticing. MP3 
files are between one-tenth and one- 


fourteenth of the size of a wave file, 
and the quality is excellent if you're 
listening on a set of PC speakers. It’ll 
sound rubbish on a top-of-the-range 
hi-fi system and the compression is 
particularly noticeable on heavy rock 
music and dance tracks with huge 
basslines, but for most songs you'll 
find it hard to spot the difference 
between MP3 and CD versions. 
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MP3.COM 

www.mp3.com 

The biggest MP3 site on the Web has 
over 100,000 bangin’ files for your 
listening pleasure. 


LYCOS MP3SEARCH 
mp3.lycos.com 

The easiest way to look for MP3 files 
on the Net, legal and otherwise. 


RIFFAGE.COM 

www.riffage.com 

Bright and cheerful rival to MP3.com 
where you can rate the songs and make 


musicians cry like girls. 


PUBLIC ENEMY 
www.public-enemy.com 

The most outspoken supporters of 
digital music put their money w 
their mouth is at their official sit 


SHOUTCAST 
www.shoutcast.com 
Shoutcast is I 
station bu 
RealAudio, it u 

files instead. 


MP3 HARDWARE PLA 


The most important feature of any bit 
of MP3 kit is its storage capacity, and 
different machines store your music in 
different ways. Some players use built- 
in memory which can’t be upgraded, 
while others can be supplemented with 
memory cards — a fairly expensive 
option. With an average song hovering 
around the 4Mb mark, portables with 
32Mb will only be able to store eight 
high-quality songs and, although you 
can use lower sampling rates, there’s a 
noticeable drop-off in quality. When you 
consider that MP3 portables are around 
the same price as recordable MiniDisc 
Walkmans, they‘re not quite the bargain 
they seem at fir: 
If you're determined to buy some 
MP3 kit, find out how it gets the song 
files from your PC. Some machines use 


docking stations, others plug into the 
USB port and others use your printer 
ports. Make sure any required cables 
are included with your purchase 
—and included in the price! 
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= to Earth to play in a noisy rock 
band, and the band’s Web site 
(www.sarcastic.demon.co.uk) has 
shifted over 1,400 MP3 files in four 


_ months. The site also offers on-line 


CD ordering and has sold, erm, three 
CDs in the same period. If you give 
your music away for free, there’s no 
reason for anybody to buy it again 
on CD. As the above example 
demonstrates, MP3 is a 
great promotional tool 
but it’s a rubbish way 
of making money — if 
you charge for MP3 
downloads people 

will stay away in their 
droves and head for the pirates. 
That’s why record companies initially 
reacted with hostility, greeting MP3 
with a barrage of writs and threats. 

Record companies have always 

been suspicious of any technology 
that could threaten their precious 
bank balances, successfully banning 
home Digital Audio Tape (DAT) ; 
recorders in the 1980s and lobbying 
for an ‘anti-piracy levy’ on blank 
cassettes. Despite their best efforts, 


though, the industry has been 
spectacularly unsuccessful in its 
attempts to fight the MP3 pirates, 
and the most popular sites reappear 
at a different address every few days. 
Some record companies have 
started to realise that the MP3 genie 
is well and truly out of the bottle, and 
you can preview forthcoming albums 
by legally downloading MP3s from 


Record companies have started to 
realise that the MP3 genie is well 
and truly out of the bottle 


Amazon.com (www.amazon.com) 
and RealNetworks’ RealGuide 
(realguide.real.com). You find an 
increasing number of well-known 
artists on sites such as MP3.com, 
too, and many artists are now 
offering MP3 tracks from their own 
Web sites, albeit for a limited period 
only. Although some companies are 
dipping their toes in the digital 
waters, the industry’s support for 
MP3 is likely to be short-lived. The 


CREATIVE NOMAD 


vith up to 


rand a rz 


Recording Industry Association of 
America (RIAA) represents the big 
names in the music business and 
its opinion of MP3 is less than 
favourable. “We are concerned 
about technologies such as MP3 
that don’t allow artists and recording 
companies to protect their music if 
they so choose, There will soon be 
methods to secure music in a format 
that will enable 
consumers to enjoy the 
best available music in 
an easy and accessible 
Way while artists and 
those who invest in their 
the transaction” bi inl 
The si 
refers to Ma — oh ase 
Digital 
Coalitio 


chai 

se ty Leonardo Chiariglioni, 

Sieh the Motion Picture 

organiser, ow? (MPEG) — the very 
ganisation that dreamed up MP3 


empeg.com 


e: from £799 


© top-of-the 
“ Massive 70 hours 


*FUNS on Linu 


ting j and, 


music formats 


in the first place. Details of what 
SDMI will actually do are scarce, and 
the group claims that it is a talking 
shop rather than an attempt to create 
a new music format. The philosophy 
behind SDMI has widespread 
support, however, and the intention 

is to implement a form of electronic 
watermark that will identify whether 
a piece of music is being used 
legitimately or not. In the long term, 
any SDMI-compliant music player 
will refuse to play files without the 
correct information and, according to 
MP3.com, this copy protection will 
render your existing CD collection 
redundant within 10 years. The first 
SDMI machines won't have this 
feature but the next generation — 
Phase II — are expected to have 
tough copy protection systems. 

One of the biggest record 
companies in the world recently 
announced it was teaming up with 
Liquid Audio to digitise its entire 
back catalogue and offer it over the 
Internet. EMI will use the Liquid 
Audio format for its music because, 
unlike MP3, it can’t be copied if you 
haven’t paid for it (although there 
are persistent rumours, angrily denied 
by the company, that software 
crackers have already found a way 
around the formats copy protection). 
Telecoms giant AT&T uses a similar 
technology for its A2Bmusic format, 
and the company is an enthusiastic 
participant in SDMI. 

If that wasn’t enough, there’s 
another version of MP3 around. 
Cunningly named MP4, the format 
includes the player software in each 
file and, due to clever compression, 
still manages to produce smaller 
files than MP3. The new format is 
expected to include some form of 
copy-protection mechanism too, 
although very little information 
is generally available. 


Fight the power 

It remains to be seen whether the 
competing technologies will be able 
to catch up with MP3’s massive user 
base, but artists such as Chuck D 
from Public Enemy are convinced 
that the future of music is digital. “I 
don’t really give a hell about what 


There's a veritable soundscape of MP3- 
related sites peppered over the Internet. 


technology is the best,” he said ina 
recent interview, “Just as long as it 
makes it easier for the consumer to 
get to... downloading kicks record 
stores in the ass, so that’s the bottom 
line in my book.” The band has been 
experimenting with various different 
music formats, including MP3, MP4, 
A2B Music, Liquid Audio and even 
Zip disks — find details at their Web 
site (www.public-enemy.com). 

A growing number of music 
fans agree with Chuck D — when UK 
site Music365 asked whether this 
approach was the way forward for 
artists in the new millennium, 86 per 
cent of the respondents said ‘yes’. The 
support for downloadable music is 
hardly surprising when you consider 
that CDs — particularly in the UK — 
are massively overpriced, with punters 
shelling out over £15 for some 
albums. Most of that money goes to 
the retailer and, as Amazon.com has 
demonstrated, you can cut prices 
dramatically if you don’t have high 
street shops to worry about. If you 
transmit everything digitally using 
MP3 there aren’t any packaging 
costs, warehousing costs or even 
shipping costs to worry about. 

Many pundits believe that the 
industry’s preoccupation with copy 
protection is misguided, pointing out 
that such schemes are just a red rag 
to software crackers. The only way to 
eliminate piracy, they argue, is to 
make music so cheap that it isn’t 
worth the hassle of making illegal 
copies. Instead of paying for each 
song, record companies of the future 
may work more like ISPs and charge 
a small monthly fee for unlimited 
access to their collection of music. 

Digital music provides the 
technology for creating that kind 
of system, and record companies 
of the future may resemble the 
satellite television companies of 
today. Instead of paying through the 
nose for packaging, you'll download 
the songs you want from the Internet 
onto your PC or directly into your 
car, hi-fi system or Walkman. Which 
format these devices will use —- MP3, 
MP4, A2B, Liquid Audio or some yet 
undreamed-of variant — is something 
that only time will tell. @D 


MP3 SOFTWARE 


There are two types of MP3 software — players and encoders. 
As you'd expect, the players actually play your files; encoders 
are the programs that turn your CDs into nice shiny MP3 

music. Most encoders also include MP3 players of their own 
but you'll find dedicated player software sounds much better. 


It’s WinAmp, cleverly disguised with the SpyAmp skin. 


WINAMP 
www.nullsoft.com 
The most-popular player in the 
world plays CDs, MP3s and most 
other audio files. You can customise 
its overall appearance using one of 
hundreds of different skins, and 

ix quid to register. 


Dow the west wea won aly 
003 


It's like WinAmp, 
but it’s free... let’s 
call it FreeAmp! 


FREEAMP 

www.freeamp.org 

FreeAmp is a no-frills player 
without any fancy visual displays, 
which means it takes a tiny amount 
of system resources. Sound quality 
is good and the software’s free. 


SONIQUE 
www.sonique.com 
This weird-looking 

fellow is as 
powerful as 
WinAmp and, 
to our ears, 
sounds a heck 
of a lot better 
too. Well-designed 
with blindingly fast 
performance and 
some nice visual 


Sonique — 
sounds like 
it looks. 


y Beautiful Work! 


7 bag Head Tod & The Monster 
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displays, it’s a great program for 
listening to funky choons and sad 
acoustic laments alike. 


MUSICMATCH JUKEBOX 
www.musicmatch.com 
To get the best out of this program, 
you need to shell-out 
£20 to register, but 
it’s well worth it. 
MusicMatch turns 
CDs into MP3s, MP3s 
into WAVs and then makes your 
dinner. Probably. Order up a 
plate of rock and roe. Or sole. 


REALJUKEBOX 
www.real.com 
Worried by the young scamps 
stealing the thunder from under 
its righteous nose, RealNetworks 
responded to the threat of MP3 
with its free MP3 encoder/player. 
It converts your CDs into MP3 
files but isn’t quite as powerful 
as MusicMatch. 


We like free MP3 encoder/players. We 
don’t like paying a fortune for CDs, see? 


gnation Superrr 


? Caroline 


Dont Tell He! 
nd 


It looks truly hideous but MusicMatch Jukebox is actually an excellent MP3 maker. 
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Sizeable savings can 
he made on a wide 
variety of products 
when you buy on-line. 
You need never go to 
the shops again. 
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Illustration: Steve Caplin 


CLICK TO BID 


The next time you buy hardware or software, don’t head to the high street 
or turn to mail order — when it comes to bargains, on-line auctions are 
where the action’s at. lan Harris puts his ear to the ground. 


VER SINCE OUR CAVEMEN small headline figures as £1. We can’t together some interesting bits and 
ancestors began swapping resist wandering by to place an early pieces that were knocking around the 
flints and leopard-skin undies, bid and, before we know it, the asking office and put them up for sale around 
the principles of trade and price has rocketed, often ending up the Web. 
commerce have wavered little. higher than the item’s retail price. 
The seller wants to make as much What’s more, most items go on The wares 
money as possible, while the buyer sale with a reserve price that has to be Over the course of a week, some items 
wants to bag a bargain. The solution? reached before a bid will count. This sold and a few didn’t; the money we 
Auctions, baby. ‘reserve’ amount, which is kept secret raised was spent bidding for a great 
Sticking something under the from the bidders, is intended to prevent competition prize to give away to our 
hammer has long been the expensive items going for dear readers. We managed to put 
best way to ensure that the Everybody a tenner. Unsurprisingly, together a couple of joysticks and a 
ler mak much money it makes it all the more pair of flight-sim throttles, a collection 
as possible, while still leaving should at difficult for you to snaffle of books and videos, two Barney the 
the buyer firmly in control of a snip-priced bargain. Dinosaur edutainment CD-ROMs, an 
the bidding. Simple. And least dabble Person-to-person sites ageing copy of Corel WordPerfect 7, 
now on-line auctions, which such as eBay (www.ebay.co. and some past-their-play-by-date 
swap the stuffy auction floor with on-line uk) and Yahoo! Auctions budget games. Swift arithmetic told us 
for the virtual spaciousness (auctions. yahoo.com/uk/) are this would be enough to hold six 
of the Internet, are widely auctions better, because the hordes of auctions across a variety of sites, so, 
regarded as the Next Big people taking part tend to donning overalls and a cockney accent, 
Thing; at the last count, list items of a more wacky we launched half a dozen browser 
more than 150 of the blighters were nature, and many will accept less windows, ready to chance our arm. 
thriving on the Web. money. In the trading communit It soon became apparent that all 
Lured by the promise of huge sellers and bidders meet on middle auction sites ask you to register before 
savings and the kind of irresistible ground, and after the auction both you can buy or sell. Luckily, this is a 
goods you'd never find down the high parties make arrangements to complete simple process which involves 
street, many more Net users are taking the transaction privately. swapping your name and address ™ 
this approach, Each auction usually Many people 
lasts around a week, and bidders take love e-auctions for 


part by checking the site several times a 
day and receiving e-mail updates on 
the object of their desire’s progress. 


Sale of the century 
There are two kinds of Net auctions — 
commercial set-ups selling goods from 
their own warehouses, and ‘person-to- 
person’ sites where you can post your 
own stuff and bid for unwanted items. 
Each has its benefits and drawbacks, 
but we reckon person-to-person 
auctions trounce the retail auctioneers. 
Commercial outfits such as QXL 
(www.qxl.com) and Onsale (www. 
onsale.com) often list notebook PCs or 
MiniDisc players for such improbably 


the Black Market 
mini-culture that Live Auction 

‘ 5 . ROAAREI NAA all over/Europe 
exists, the likes of S 
which you’d never Ustngn Sent Son enter My pegs Buyers Sober Heald 
find dow your @ 6 @ 6 & (oF) 
local Dixons. Here 
at PC FORMAT we 
reckon everybody 
should at least 
dabble with on-line 
auctions, but we 
know how easy it 
is to get confused. 
So to give y'all a 
feel of how this 
auction malarkey 
works, we gathered — Eurobid. It’s full of French people, and you have to pay in euros. Yuk. 


Riana 
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Having scoured the office for all of, ooh, two minutes, we came up with half a Joystick 2 c= ee POU Bases {nphoes raved by Gatrma n 


dozen tempting treats — but would the nation’s Net users take the bargain bait? 


$2520 3S BEG GS-35 efile ee 


What is it? Another joystick and 
throttle. Unfortunately, another 
flight sim sucker failed to 
surface and, despite some 
desperate spamming 
tactics in the 
newsgroup 
alt.games. 
Microsoft.flight-sim, 
we didn’t get a single bite. 
Perhaps the starting price 


Joystick 

What is it? A joystick with a throttle, dear. Having 
advertised it as being great for flight sims, we weren’t 
surprised when a War Birds buff snapped it up. It should 
have gone for more than £30, but 
because we negligently set a 
low bid increment, the 
bids crept up at an 
achingly slow pace. 


of £15). 

Where sold: Ebid 
Starting price: £15 
Number of bids: 1 
Closing price: £15 
Running total: 
£48.02 


Internet Starter Kit 

What is it? A video, a copy of 
off-line browser MemoWeb, and two 
computer books. Thinking on our 
feet, we called it “an Internet Starter 
Pack” and banged it on Ebid. 
Amazingly, somebody bought it 
(admittedly for the giveaway price 


£33.02 
Running total: 
£33.02 


Where sold: Eswap 
Starting price: £10 
Number of bids: 5 

Closing price: 


Barney 

What is it? Two edutainment 
CD-ROMS featuring lovable 
dinosaur Barney. We were at 

a loss as to why anybody 

would spend real money on a 
compilation of simple point-and- 
click dross, but by skilfully 


marketing it as a ‘kid’s PC 
starter pack’ we we confident 
it would shift. It didn’t. 
Where sold: Yahoo! 

Starting price: £15 

Number of bids: 0 

Closing price: £0 

Running total: £33.02 


Corel WordPerfect 7 


Included Corel Draw 7, Quattro 
Pro and Paradox 7. Not the sort 
of stuff to set 

your pants on fire. 

Where sold: Yahoo! 

Number of bids: 0 

Closing price: £0 

Running total: £48.02 


What is it? Fast-aging Office suit. 


put them off. 

Where sold: QXL 
Starting price: £20 
Number of bids: 0 
Closing price: £0 
Running total: £33.02 


Budget games 


What is it? An amazingly lame collection of lacklustre computer games: ageing 
adventure Normality, cheapo budget title Virtual Karts and pseudo-erotic smut- 
“em-up Tender Loving Care. When we contacted the buyer, he admitted that 
Tender Loving Care was his main reason for bidding. Ironically, he needn’t have 
bothered — we‘d already concluded that 


the Internet 


there was more breastage 
to be ogled down our high 
street on a hot summer's 
day than across TLC’s 
four CD-ROMs. 

Where sold: eBay UK 
Starting price: £10 
Number of bids: 3 
Closing price: £20 

Total earned: £68.02 


= for a user name and password. 
Minutes later we had six new sets 
of login details to remember. By 
entering these every time you place 
bids or post items, you’re ensuring 
no-one makes bids on your behalf 
or fiddles with your auctions. 

Of the six we tested, only 
Yahoo! was pushy enough to 
demand our credit card details, 


SETTING 


Entering your 
details isn’t taxing, 
but it’s easy to do 
badly. Not enough 
detail and the item 
won’t sell; too 
much and it looks 
like you’ve just 
visited the 
manufacturer’s 
Web site. And 


you amend details 
later — so take 
care, Del Boy. 
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YOUR OWN AUC 


Your auction’s description can be 
most sites won’t let customised with some crafty HTML 
wizardry. Putting key words in red 
or bold text is recommended, as is 
sticking in the odd picture. 


insisting it wanted them for ID 
purposes only. We felt compelled to 
forgive it because it’s one of the few 
free auction sites — normally sellers 
can expect to hand over a cut of 
their profits or a small listing fee. 
This is how eBay and Ebid (www. 
ebid.co.uk) make money, but with 
everyone trying to muscle in, 
expect to see more sites slashing 


Don’t be tempted to set a high 
reserve. Often a symbol will appear 
next to your auction, warning bidders 
that you won't be parting with your 
stuff for nothing. 


charges and exploiting advertising 
space as a source of revenue. 
Registered and logged in, we 
were ready to list our items, but 
first there were tips to digest. One 
easily forgotten point is that, at any 
moment, many thousands of items 
may be listed for sale around the 
site. For the bidder, this is known 
as ‘choice’, and it’s generally a good 


thing. But to the poor seller, it’s 
known as ‘competition’, and it’s a 
nuisance that’s exacerbated by the 
way auctions are organised. 

Lots are sorted into very 
specific categories, which means 
that the prospective bidder is 
confronted with a long list of very 
similar items. Having your cracking 
bargain lost among all the other ™ 


Wy 
S 
: 
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Esp Re loptck os 


If there’s anything you’ve not 
covered in the description blurb, 
people can send e-mail straight to 
the horse’s mouth. This guy didn’t 
even bid, though. Tsk. 


Here we're on QXL (www.qxl. 
co.uk). Once you've hit the Submit 
button, your item briefly appears 
on the front page under the latest 
auctions column. 


junk can be a huge headache. The 
problem we faced was that many of 
the items we wanted to sell are 
listed in busy sections such as 
‘Computer Hardware’. Here they'd 
be jostling for screen space with 
hundreds of similar products; how 
were they going to stand out? 

Luckily, there are several ways 
to make an item stand out from 


GOING, GOING, GONE 


What you can’t sell on eBay. 


Skulls 

Human remains 

Live animals 

Illegal animal parts and items 
Bulk e-mail lists 

Counterfeit items 

Illegal drugs and drug paraphernalia 
Soiled underwear 

False ID documents 

Cable television or satellite 
dish descramblers 

Embargoed items (such as 
Cuban cigars) 


those hyperlinked hordes. For 
instance, you can employ extra 
ASCII ballast such as ‘<<<>>>’ 
or ‘L@@K’ around your title. 
Or you can pay to be a ‘featured 
auction’ and get listed in the special 
section positioned at the top of 
pages. Having your item listed in 
this way can cost a pretty penny, 
but forking out for a premier 
position ensures that your sale is 
many times more noticeable. 

Extras such as red or bold text 
are cheaper alternatives at around 
a quid a throw, but even an item 
listed under a ten-inch flashing 
heading surrounded by animated 
images of dancing peacocks won’t 
shift unless it’s a bargain. A good 
deal, a snip, a giveaway — call it 
what you like, but if you’re not the 
cheapest ‘Electric Jug Kettle With 
Limescale Filter’, you can bet your 
mother-in-law’s teapot someone 
else will be. 

We soon discovered that setting 
the auction off at a seductively 
low price generates buckets more 


3) 
For sale: man, slightly used. 


Part of the fun surrounding on-line 
auctions is the sheer wealth of crazy 
items on offer. Mad people sell mad 
things, and if you browse a large site 
such as eBay for long enough it’s 
inevitable that you’ll happen upon 
something to make you laugh. A young 
man’s virginity was recently being 
auctioned, although eBay authorities 
popped that particular item’s cherry 
just as PCF went to press. 

People auctioning themselves is 
always a laugh, and one auction site 
has sprung up specialising in the new 
slave trade. But whether you’d want to 
bid or not depends on how much you 
really need a Network Administrator 
or a Unix specialist. Bid4Geeks.com is 
a site where tech specialists looking 
for a new job can stick themselves up 
for sale. 

We liked the idea so much that we 
decided to auction off a member of 
our team — to see exactly how much 


he’s worth. In due course, an auction 
entitled ‘British Male’ found its way 
into the nearest relevant category of 
‘General Pet Supplies’. “Man. Various 
careful owners, slightly used,” we 
pitched. “Would suit female desperate 
to air problems, weak humour and 
with miscellaneous feminine hang- 
ups. Comes with a range of built-in 
compliments set to trigger randomly.” 
A picture of our man was posted on 
eBay, attracting a $5 bid from a 
submissive woman in Canada before 
the auction was severed by eBay’s 
censors. Luckily, it’s mirrored at 
www.ianharris.com/ebay.htm. 
Excitement and impulse-bidding 
are part and parcel of Net auctions, 
and no-one’s more aware of this fact 
than 13-year-old American Andrew 
Tyler. In April, he ‘spent’ over $3 
million on eBay, making winning bids 
for items including a 1971 Corvette 
convertible and a Van Gogh painting. 
“It’s sort of weird that it’s so 
open to everyone. They don’t ask 
you for your credit card or any 


For sale: virginity, never been touched. 


interest. Most people doggedly 
stick around as the bids flow in 
and the price soars. Also, most 
bidders don’t notice a high ‘bid 
increment’ (the amount the price 
hikes up at every bid), so make it a 
tenner and watch the cash rack up. 
It’s also pretty much essential to 
include a picture in your auction: 
you'll want to add one whatever 
you're flogging, even if the only 
eye candy you have to hand is a 


proof that you’re over 18,” Tyler 
told The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
His parents should be thankful 
that he didn’t buy any of the 
dodgy undergarments that are 
occasionally touted around the 
clothing sections. At the time of 
writing, one lot were advertising 
“Swingers’ used underwear”. 
Blimey. And we‘ve never meant 
that more sincerely. 


horribly out-of-focus Polaroid of 
the product in question. 


Peer-to-peer pressure 
Another problem we encountered 
as first-time dealers was to do with 
ratings — we didn’t have one. So- 
called peer-to-peer reviews act like 
an electronic report card of 
references that go towards earning 
you a rating. After a transaction 
has finished, auction etiquette > 
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ee UNDER THE HAMMER 


Where should you go to bag bargains on the Web? We set out to find the best 
sites for computing gear and general paraphernalia. 


vv 


Auction Universe 


www.auctionuniverse.co.uk 


No shortage of categories here, but 
there doesn’t seem to be much to 

buy. Lack of users is a common fault 
among e-auctions at the moment, and 
it looks like this site has still to get off 
the ground. 

ComPuTING: @@ 2/5 
OVERALL: aoe 3/5 


eBay 


www.ebay.co.uk 


The world’s largest auction site has 
just opened its UK division, although 
the prices are still in dollars and the 
site seems to morph into the US 
version after a minute’s surfing. Not 
great for Brits. 

CompuTiIns: @@a@a@e 5/5 
OVERALL: @apa 3/5 


=» dictates that each party should 
give the other some feedba 
either good or bad, depending on 
how quickly the money was handed 
over, and on the quality of the 
goods sent out. Ratings show up as 
a small coloured star whenever a 
person’s alias is quoted on an 
auction site; the brighter the star, 
the more reliable he is. 


It’s a far from perfect procedure 
because many people defraud the 
system by sending in their own 
positive comments from fake 
throwaway Hotmail accounts. But 
ratings are necessary when you’re 
buying something through an on- 
line auction, not least because the 
proceedings blend the Net with that 
Molotov Cocktail known as 
‘human nature’. If you’re sending 
real money to a real person you’ve 
never met, you'll just have to cross 
your fingers and hope that they’re 
decent enough to actually send you 
the goods you’ve paid for. 


On the rob 

One con artist recently tried to cash 
in on the craze for Beanie Babies by 
auctioning off rare Babies for up to 
$1,000 each on a certain auction 
site. James Denlinger, who is 
thought to have conned more than 
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eSwap 


www.eswap.co.uk 

British auctions, and plenty of them. 
Don’t be fooled by the sites’ dubiously 
ropey design — under the bonnet, 
everything functions perfectly, and there 
are enough visitors to please even the 
most desperate auctioneer. 

ComPuTING: @@oa@@ 5/5 
OVERALL: @@@ae@ 5/5 


www.eurobid.com 


Nice design, you think. Lots of choice, 
you think. Then you notice that the 
prices are in Euros! [Cue high-pitched 
voice] What's the point of that? 
ComPUTERS: apa 3/5 
OVERALL: & 1/5 


$100,000 from his victims, was 
finally caught after mocking his 
victims on a newsgroup. “Ha, ha, 
ha, ha, ha. Never see the person, 
never meet the person, never speak 
with the person and then get upset 
when you get ripped off. You must 
be a bunch of morons.” 

Caveat emptor (if it seems too 
good to be true, it probably is) is 
the adage to bear in mind. Despite 
having no rating, then, we just 
had to hope that people would 
trust US... 

Posting our items proved simple 
enough: all we had to do was pick 
the category, the starting price and 
how long the auction would run. 
We opted for a week, giving the 
bidding war just enough time to 
hot up and really get going. 

Nearly every auction site 
enables you to customise the page 
with HTML snippets of your own. 
We decided that our descriptive text 
needed more attention. Turning 
words red or bold with simple <b> 
or <font> tags was all we could be 
bothered with, but we noticed that 
many people create whole animated 
images and intricate tables to entice 
spenders. Once the boxes were 
filled and the auctions posted, we 
received e-mail whenever a bid was 


QXxL 


www.qxl.co.uk 


QXL is fast becoming the UK’s most 
popular auction site, featuring goods of 
its own alongside person-to-person 
trading. Nice prices and great design, 
and virtually all the goods are located 
in the UK. 

ComPUTING: @aaa@ 5/5 
OVERALL: @@a@a@e 5/5 


X for sale 


www.xforsale.com 


made, and e-mail whenever idiots 
got confused by our listing and 
wanted to know whether our 


joystick had a “3D twist access”. 

In the end, we made close to 70 
quid, which we spent bidding for a 
spanking competition prize of a 
signed autograph of Darth Maul (to 
enter, check out the PCF Web site 
at www.pcformat.co.uk). Some of 
the kit we sold should have gone 


het or tem 140833107 (Cre 0/09/39, 06.36 58 PDI)» Therapeutic Massage WOMEN ONLY in Mewnespol Mi 


fie ES View Fayoies Leds bh 


One of the Web’s growing number of 
adult-only auctions. Unfortunately, an 
amazingly sparse collection of auctions 
greets you — there wasn’t a single item 
in the ‘specials’ category, and we only 
found one product in the CD section. 
Not that we actually want any of the 
products, of course... 

Porn: @aaw 3/5 

OVERALL: D@@@ 4/5 


Yahoo! Auctions 
Auctions.yahoo.com/uk. 

Free listings make this an ideal site 

for sellers, and the heavy traffic you’d 
expect from a major Web portal makes 
holding a successful auction more 
likely. Leads you into the American 

site too easily, though. 

Computing: m@a@a@@ 5/5 

Overall: @aama@ 4/5 


ZDNet auctions 


auctions.zdnet.com/ 


ZDNet is a great auction site to head 
to if you want to buy computer-related 
products — and there are some UK lots 
if you look hard enough. The site is 
limited to PC and tech auctions, but it 
offers person-to-person antics. On the 
down side, it’s probably a mite too 
American to use here in Blighty. 
ComPUTING: @@a@a@ 5/5 
OVERALL: qa 2/5 


for a lot more, but hey — it’s a 
buyer’s market, and on the electric 
Net nothing’s ever certain. Except 
for one thing: with pregnant goats, 
bondage cages and Frank Sinatra’s 
curtains on sale at the other end 

of our browser, you can be sure 
that PCF’s friends and relatives 
will be getting weirder and weirder 


birthday presents for years to come, 


The free market has its uses... @D 


Mesnet Explores 


He ODS Dag Bs do eee 


alae eee 


Seller tftas 


In New York, you can buy almost anything within 60 minutes. On eBay, it takes ten. 


Me 


— 


what are you 
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Voodoo3 3500 Ty 


With this much power we couldn't stop at the world’s best i 
: amin 
3500TV is your graphics-enabled PC entertainment s ¥ care: Noone 
the best 3D and 2D ever offered but now you can als 
PC, create and edit videos and record in stereo. 
So, if you can find a minute to pull yourself away from the blisteri 
’ : s e bliste 
speeds of the Voodoo3 3500TV, you may just discover you have pica irchar rl 


ystem. Of course you still get 
‘0 watch full-screen TV on your 
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Scalable TV window Advanced 3D and 2p 


Video capture/edit 
e 8 Million Triangles/sec. 


e 350 MHz RAMDAC 
1/0 Pod for easy video and stereo connections 


Available now at retailers near you! 


www.3dfx.com 


a Jomb Raider: The Last Revelation hits the shelves this 
November. But will Lara Croft manage to pull it off, 
as it were, for the fourth time in a row? These days, 
when you want an issue discussed, there's only 


one man to turn fo... 


) OU ARE WATCHING 
television in the 

middle of the Nigh 

AA The channel js ry 
and it’s time for.” 


[Cue applause] “a 
Jerr c eleome 5 
The Jerry Sprunger Show, 7 
When you look at me. ph, 
thing you probably n¢ 
size of my breasts. They are 
all, huge. If Isaac Newton cou 
with us, he'd certainly be dout 
checking his theory of gr, 


Hello, and w 


> the first 


> after 
Id be 

ble~ 

A aVity, 
as any successful relationship 

proves, it’s person 


But, 


; ality that counts 
And as my previous three Tomb — 
Raider games have hopefully 
to show, I've got bags ohn, ‘abel 
Some, of course, migh ae 
I've got a little too big Ais Bias 
My recent tie-in with Lucozad whe 
instance, must have netted iss “A 
pretty penny. And with my rie 
game, Tomb Raider: The Last 
Revelation, the question on 
everybody’s lips is: is this 
the end for me, or is it 


Lara Croft: bringing 
a whole new meaning 
to the phrase ‘shoot 
on sight’. 


a new beginning? 
Except, of 

course, we’re not 

talking about 
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Ue is the 


“Does my bum look big in this?” Tomb 4 
explores the Egyptian catacombs. 


me here ~ we're talking about the 
most famous videogame character 
since PacMan, Will you please 
welcome... Lara Croft. 
(Manic applause as Lara, dressed in 
a simple but elegant black 
dress, takes centre stage] 
Jerry: Lara, thank you for 
joining us, 
Lara: My ple. 
Je 
Tomb Raider game, Tomb 
Raider: The Final Revelation is due 
to hit the PC this November. Tell us 
about it. Where’s it set? 
Lara: Well, Jerry, unlike Tomb 
Raider 3, which took me on a 
round-the-world trip, my new 
adventure js set in the most tomb- 
and ‘rap-infested location you can 
think Off Egypt! Pye always wanted 
to visit Cairo, Alexandria, Karnak 
and the Pyramids at Giza, and now 
Wena, £0 get a chance! : 
: ? crowd stands up] Go 

Bet &M, sister! 
reat Hashes up on screen: 

: Toft Ruined My Life”] 
Jerry: Now, Lara. Out ba 


we have J 
Joe, who says 
that your sags 


previous 


asure, Jerry. 


Jerry: Lava? 


“Where's the light switch?” Tomb 4's 
game engine has been 95% rewritten. 


Tomb Raider games have ruined his 
life. Bring out Joe! 

[Camera pans round to show 
crowd whooping and cheering. 

Joe enters and takes his seat, then 


I’ve always been a fan of the 
hand-over-hand shimmy, but 
©, Lara. The fourth MOW | Gan do it round corners too 


immediately jumps up and makes a 
break for Lara. He is restrained by 
two security guards] 


Joe: @$£% you, Lara! %&% my 


*@XE. 
[The security guards drag him back 
to his chair and pin him down] 


Jerry: Joe? 
Joe: It’s her damn inventor 


man. It’s always driven me mad. 


Lara: Well, for 
my new 
game, 


“Eeek. Who put that there?” Tomb 4 plays 
across one long, spooling level. 


the inventory system has been 
completely o 


combine the objects I’ve collected. 


hauled. I can now 


For example, if I wanted to shoot 
in the dark, I'd combine my torch 
with my gun. I’m also 
going to have my 

own diary, to log the 
information I collect — 
as well as the maps 
which, when pieced 
together, will show me 
the whereabouts of secret areas. 
I’ve even been given a pair of 
binoculars, to help me spy clues in 
the distance. 

[Joe goes into a sulk, 
shuffles in his 


chair and 


<< 


“Hello! I’m over here.” But will Tomb 4 be 
the last Lara outing? We don’t know, 


stares at the floor. A ghastly, vastly 
overweight woman stands up] 
Vastly overweight woman: Yes, as 
a woman who looks to Lara as 
something of a role model, I’d just 
like to ask her if she’s got any new 
moves in The Last Revelation. 
Lara: Of course! I can now climb 
up and down ropes, grab them 


and even swing on them to c 
activate switches «% 
and ring bells. , 

I've =» 4 
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TOMB RAIDER 4 


You do the hokey-kokey and you turn 


around — that’s what some of it’s all about. 


en a fan of the hand- 

mmy, but now I can 
do it round corners too. I can 
shoulder- d kick down 
doors. And I’ve always wondered 
wh. sn’t able to open trap 
doors and search the bodies of the 
people I managed to take out 


It’s all a bit orangey, isn’t it? Happily, the 
rest of the game is far more colourful. 


Susan, who’s going to ask you 
about Tomb Raider 4’s new vehicles 


Weapons 

crossbow, chec 

Jerry: And thi 

front row will be asking you what 


Tomb 4 boasts a brand-new inventory 
system. Not that you can see it here. 


wondering — how are the levels 
going to interlink? 
: Well, Susan, it’s a bit of a 
y. There’s only one 
obviously — about 
15 times the size of any previous 
Tomb Raider level, but the CD 
Jill constantly spool, so there'll be 


Si ou $£% “ing 


break. There S only one level! It's a a rel eby-tackles 


[Cue mus 
Meanwhile, off-camera, 
back in the studio...] 
Did I 
ar enough? Sorry, I know you 
supposed to ac put 
my hands around Lz eck, but I 
couldn’t bring myself to be 
so rough. Besides, how 
could anyone 
want to 


roft? 
0, that 
e. Great 


wonder what you 
aying for us to 
you out. [Turning 

to Lara] Okay? Right, 

when we come back 

from the adverts, 
we're going to 
bring out 


ioadvers. Diggy, obviously — about 15 
times the size of previous ones 


influence you think you've had 
on other female vi 

characters... [Puts finger to ear] 
Okay, people, back in five... 
[Cameras roll] 
Jerr Icome b; 
Sprunger 

Lara Croft, who’s been talking to 
us about her new game, Tomb 
Raider: The Last Revelation. 
Let’s bring out avid Tomb Raider 


to The Jerry 
e here with 


fan, Susan 
Susan: Hi, | 
n, by the way. I 


the unsuspe: 

to the ground. It take: 
eight security guards to 
remove her] 

Jerry jet this %$£Aing 
‘%,$% out of he 

[Susan ts escorted from the area] 
[Jerry, wiping brow] There'll be ; 
restart points, though, won’t there? 
Lara: Oh yes. Although the 


game remains basicz 
linear, I'll revisit 
certain @ “A 


points Wha 
ae 


—.e 


It’s a big green hole in the ground. Jump 


on in. Er, maybe. Better check it out first. 


throughout the game. And don’t 
forget that Egypt is a big place, 
so I'll have plenty of travelling to 
me in a jeep 
se; there’s an entire section set 

train; and there’s this really 

bit where... = 

s to Jerry sitting among 
audience, looking smug] So there 
we have it. Lara Croft, and Toms, 
Raider 4 - The Whole Story. I fo, 
it. It sounds like it’s 


one can’t w 
i the best Tomb Raider 


0? 
Good night. [Cue end 


credits...] @ 


6” 


Search Favorites History 


Stop i Refresh 


/www.btintermet.com 


- Spend weekends on 


. * 5 F : 


the net without_ 


spending a thing 


: i. : 


‘on call charges. . 


* 


. 3 2 Fs 
* 


Subscribe to BT Internet for £11.75 per month and you can surf 
the net all weekend on us. You'll get unlimited email addresses, 
unlimited personal web space, and a 24 hour customer help line 
charged at local rates. So, get online with BT Internet, ahd go 
on and on and on.....at the weekend with no call charges. 


* 


Te Stay in touch 


* 


* 
www.btinternet.com or Freefone 0800800001 


i @ Intemet 


LOCAL CALL COSTS APPLY DURING WEEKDAYS FROM 12PM SUNDAY TO 12PM FRIDAY. OFFER APPLIES TO BT INTERNET PLAN UNLIMITED SUBSCRIPTION 
HOLDERS BUT CANNOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER BT SHAREHOLDER, EMPLOYEE OR PENSIONER INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION SCHEMES. 


. 


* 


o 


Our offer’s been exten 3 
e into a BT Highway line for just half the normal price, 


ded, so call us now to convert your existing 


phone lin 
So you can enjoy incredibly fast access to the internet. 


t+ & BI? Stay intouch | ~ | 


Call us now on 0800 800 807 


www.bt.com/halfprice 


OFFER ENDS SOTH SEPTEMBER 1999. AVAILABLE ON MOST BT EXCHANGES AND SUBJECT TO SURVEY, APPLIES TO NORMAL CHARGE FOR CONVERTING AN EXISTING LINE 
OFFER APPLIES TO SPECIFIED OPTIONS AND EXCLUDES THE COST OF ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT AND RENTAL CHARGES. MINIMUM CONTRACT TERMS APPLY. 


It's our birthday! Welcome 
to a suitably reminiscey 
Issue 100 feature, in which 
we take stock of the state of 
the PC nation and sniff the 
air to see what'll be tickling 
our nostalgia membranes 
in years to come. Let the 
celebrations commence... . 


ACK IN 1991 — WHEN THE PC v 
you ‘did’ spreadsheets on, and disks were still 
floppy — some people had an idea for a 
magazine. “There’s a game coming out,” 
. “It’s called Links, it’s got VGA 
graphics and it could be the start of something big.” 

When the laughter died down, they had a look 
round for some other evidence to back up their hunch — 
and what they found was promising. Wing Commander, 
Monkey Island and Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe... 
great games that could only be played on a PC. 

And then there were the soundcards — mysterious 
upgrades which could e the PC produce realistic 
sound and proper music instead of the usual tinny 
bleeping. “Soundcards are a great development,” 
they said. “But people need to be told which one to 
buy.” “And how to install them,”’ someone piped up 


SOMETHING 


from the back. 


We're still waiting 
for our telegram 
from the Queen. 
Have a slice of 
cake, ma'am. 


“What about all that desktop publishing stuff?” said 
somebody else. “You can make your own newspaper on 
a PC — if you know 
“And graphics — you can do some really cool stuff 
nowadays, can’t you?” 
“And music. And shareware. And bulletin boards. 
And and an 
“And — here’s the killer — we can stick some disks 
on the front so people actually get to play the games 
we're talking about, and we can give them loads of 
other ams, too.” 
Eight years later, PC FORMAT is still going 
strong. Of e, the marter 
and produced by different pi still guided 
You own a 
use you demand the very best in computer 
tainment — and e here to mak e you get 
vhat you want. It really is that simple. > 


” 
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| Defining moment 
26 September marks the big 
| day, as the first-ever copies of 
| PCF appear on the nation’s 
news-stands. Billing itself as 


The Modern Guide to Personal | 


Leisure Computing, it arrives 
packed to the gills with game 
reviews, hardware tests, Q&As, 
tutorials, shareware and PD 
software advice, and’ boasts 
covermounts on a choice of. 
two 5.25-inch floppy disks or a 
single 720K 3.5-inch floppy. 
And all for £3.25. Bob Wade, 
editor of the moment, boldly 

| proclaims that “like the PC, 

| we are here to stay”, but fails 

| to predict that staff chimp 

| Richard Longhurst will be in 
the hot seat eight years later... 


What we’re playing 
Wing Commander 2. At 

12Mb (10Mb more with 
digitised sound), it takes a 
staggering four hours to install 
from 14 3.5-inch disks. 


| Technology 
| of the time 
The first postings are made to 
Usenet, Microsoft rolls out 

| DOS 5.0 and Intel launches 
the 486SX as a cheaper 
alternative to the 486DX. 


Saddam ani George square up 


in the desert, and President de 
[eas abolishes apartheid. 


At the movies 
“Hasta la vista, baby” is the 
year’s catchphrase. 


In the charts 


Right Said Fred top the pops 
with I’m Too Sexy. j 
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Only i) games have’ ever been 
honoured with a PCF cover, and 
| the June 1992 edition is one of 

‘em. Billed as ‘the game the PC 
| was made for’, Origin’s U/tima 
| Underworld is an amazing 3D 

RPG with 360° scrolling, a 
| slick interface and hordes of 

monsters. Although the 360° 

view has been attempted before 
| in’ CastleMaster, Ultima pulls it 
‘ mb. 


What w were playing 
Apart from Ultima Underworld, 
the other biggies for 1992 are 
Wolfenstein 3D from id Software, 
Sid Meier's Civilization and 
LucasArts’ Indiana Jones and 
the Fate of Atlantis. 


Technology of the time 
Microsoft launches Windows 3.1 
and ships nearly 10 million units 
(version 3 was launched back in 
1990). Philips unveils the CD-1. 


nn is elected president 
| of the US, Rodney King takes a 
Pestlng) John Major defies ell) 


At the movies 

Reservoir Dogs puts Quentin 
Tarantino on the map, Clint 
Eastwood shows us how to make 
an entrance in The Unforgiven, 
and Sigourney Weaver comes 
back for more in Alien 3. 


In the charts 
Whitney wails J Will Always Love 
You for weeks on end, while Take 


That launch their debut album. 


ing moment 
A fortnight before Christmas 
and id Software releases the 
first eight levels of Doom. The 
best game ever seen in the 
home, it proves that the PC 
is daddy of them all. It also 
| shows the marketing potential 
| of shareware —no less than 15 
million copies are downloaded. 


What we’re playing 
Sam and Max Hit the Road, 
X-Wing and Pinball Dreams 
keep us happy until the 10th of 
December. That'll be when the 
shareware version of Doom hits 
the Internet, then... 


Technology 

of the time 

Intel launches the Pentium 
P60 and P66 processors. 


| The Single European Market 
| comes into being, a 51-day 


siege in Waco ends in a 

firestorm, and the World Trade 

Centre is bombed by ere) 
L 


At the movies 

Steven Spielberg directs two of 
the year’s biggest hits, and they 
couldn’t be more different. 
Schindler’s List walks the 
Oscars with its harrowing 
account of Nazi evil, while 
Jurassic Park uses the latest 
sfx to take audiences up close 
and personal with a T-Rex. 


In the charts 

Mr Blobby follows in the 
footsteps of umpteen other 
god-awful acts and takes the 
Christmas number-one slot. 
A band called Oasis signs to 
Creation Records. 


The Internet has been bubbling 

| away for aeons, and CD-ROMs 
have been doing the rounds for 
a couple of years, but 1994 sees 

| an explosion in both. The May 
edition of PC FORMAT sums it 
all up: the cover feature delves. 
deep into the ways and whys of 
the Internet, while our first-ever 
cover CD carries the all-new 
Nightmare level of Doom, as 
well as demos of Cannon Fodder 

| and Dragonsphere. 


What we’re playing 


Er, Doom, Still. 


Technology of the time 
Intel keeps 486 chips alive and 
kicking with the DX4 clock- 
tripled CPUs, Kodak launches 

a digital camera based around 
the Nikon P90 (yours for a mere 
£8,000), and Netscape Navigator 
comes into being. 


In the news 
Former ANC ‘terrorist’ Nelson 
Mandela is sworn in as president 


of South Africa, Los Angeles is 
rocked by an earthquake, and the 
IRA announces a ceasefire in 


At the movies 

Tarantino pulls off the near- 
impossible with a flick that’s 
almost in the same class as 
Reservoir Dogs, and which casts 
John Tyavolta as the hippest dude 
in town. Pulp Fiction takes the 
Best Screenplay Oscar. 


In the charts 

Wet Wet Wet's Marty Pellow 
begs people to stop buying Love 
Ts All Around after more than 
three months at the top. 


The launch of Windows 95 is 
ridiculed by many. Not only is 
it branded ‘buggy’, but the i 
feeling is rife that if you can’t 
get your hands dirty in DOS, 
you have no place using a PC 
at all. Whatever, if you want to 
play any of the games of the 
moment you still have to drop 
to DOS. But as developers 
catch up, poor old DOS dies a 

hands-on death, 


What we’re playing 
Frontiers: First Encounters 
flies off the shelves and then 
flies back as shoppers return 
the bug-ridden monstrosity 
in droves. So instead we're 
playing Wing Commander 3. 
Lemmings 3D and Screamer. 


Technology 

of the time 

Windows 95 enjoys One o 
biggest media hypes in hj 
CD drives hit quad-speeg, 
3dfx rocks the gaming Wo 
with its Voodoo chipset, 


f the 
Story, 
and 
Hd 


At the movies 
Bond is back with GoldenEye, 
and The Usual Suspects has 
everybody guessing. 


In the charts 

A generation of teenage girls 
sobs uncontrollably as Take 
That announce their break-up. 


—— 


TALE OF THE CENTURY Rk 


It's nearly eight years since 
PCF was born, so let's don 
our rose-tinted specs and take 
a tour of times gone by. 


1996 


Defining moment, 
That'll be Quake, then. In| 
February, id eases rough- 
and-ready Net deathmatch test. 
‘Those who can‘t play with others 
‘over: a network are disappointed) 
because there are no net to 
kill. Those who can are hooked). 
‘June heralds the arrival of 
shareware Quake, id having set 
Up hundreds of mirror sites to 
‘cope with the demand. It takes, 
until the end! of the summer for 
the finished article tobe shipped. 
‘idicomes up with the uncontested 
best game ever. Again. 


1997 


Defining moment 
Artificial| Intelligence comes 
‘of age. IBM's Deep Blue 
‘becomes the first computer to 
‘beat a reigning World Chess 
Champion, Garry, Kasparoy, in 
a full chess match. Is this the 
‘beginning of the end for the 
human race? 


What we’re playing 

Duke Nukem 3D dominates until 
Quake comes along to frag it 
from the rooftops. More sensible 
gamers are tweaking their 
spoilers with Grand Prix 2, and 
commanding and conquering with 
Command & Conquer. 


Technology of the time 
The Pentium hits 200MHz, Bill 
Gates does the mother of all 
U-turns to see Microsoft embark 
on a Net strategy, and the first 
Windows CE handhelds are 
shown off in the States. 


Inthe news 
Thomas Hamilton kills 16 
children and their teacher. 


At the movies 
Trainspotting makes it to the 
silver screen, and Independence 
Day has aliens threatening to 
take over the Earth. 


In the charts 

The Spice Girls arrive to tell the 
world what they really, really 
want, and The Prodigy make 
plenty of noise with Firestarter. 


What we’re playing 
The year starts and ends with 
Lara Croft. The feisty lass first 
appears at the tail end of 96, 
and is back again at the end 
of ‘97, having learned little in 
the interim. We spend the rest 
of the year playing Total 
Annihilation and Hexen 2, 
while waiting for Quake 2. 


Technology 

of the time 

Anne Robinson investigates 
Intel following the launch of 
the MMX instruction set just 
after Christmas. PIs aren’t far 
behind, and 56K modems and 
DVD-ROM drives come of age. 


Inthe news / 
18 years of Tory rule come to a. 
‘crashing end. Three months 

aches for 


later, New Britain 
its collective hanky as Princess 
Di goes the same way. 


At the movies 

The Titanic makes history once 
again as it takes centre stage 
alongside DiCaprio and Winslet 
in the world’s biggest-ever 
movie. The Full Monty and LA 
Confidential bring up the rear. 


In the charts 

Elton mourns Di with Candle 
in the Wind. It’s the fastest- 
selling single of all time. 


“Hardy renowned for ae 
approach, Dixons rocks the Uk 
Ieceegdteey wiitne leven 
ofa free Internet service provider. 
The uptake of Freeserve is 
‘phenomenal, a 
‘other ISPs are jumping on the 
‘bandwagon. The days of milking 
"Net users seem to be coming to 
‘an end — how long before we get 


| free phone calls, too? 


What we’re playing 
Grand Theft Auto turns us all into 
ram-raiding, pedestrian-squishing 
maniacs, Battlezone wows us but 
is ignored on the high street, 

and the end of the year sees us 
return to Doom in a new OpenGL 
flavour. Cor, 3D cards, eh? 


Technology of the time 
USB ships with new PCs as 
standard, Microsoft wrestles with 
the DOJ over Windows 98, and 
force feedback joysticks give as 
good as they get. 


In\the news. 
“Speaking of a Ms Lew 
“Clinton telis the v 

Theve sevuallrelctions with tick 
some? Nice try but no cigar 


a | 


At the movies 

Elizabeth and Shakespeare in 
Love take movie-goers back to the 
middle ages, Saving Private Ryan 
hunkers in the bunkers, and The 
X-Files keeps insisting that the 
truth is out there. 


In the charts 

Robbie goes for a pre-emptive 
cash-in on the new millennium, 
and Fat Les’ Vindaloo follows 
England’s World Cup campaign 
down the pan. 
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What 1 we're erinian 
We love Aliens vs Predator, 
and we're quite sweet on the 
horrid Kingpin. And we're 
especially excited about Quake 


What we're oie 


Tomb Raider 4 is two sequels 


3: Arena. too far. Nah, the games of the 
moment are being played over 
Technology the Net. Team Fortress 2 takes 


of the time 

Digital LCD monitors are here, 
AMD bruises Intel with the 
first seventh-generation CPU, 
PCs ship with 128Mb RAM as 
standard, and consumer hard 
drives break 25Gb. 


over where Quake 3: Arena and 
Unreal Tournament left off. 
Black and White, Freelancer and 
Anachronox are equally popular. 


Technology of the time 
Bandwidth is where it’s at. Cable, 
ADSL and satellite make the 
Internet a pleasurable experience. 
CPUs hit the GHz mark. 


At the movies 

American freaks spend a 
month of their pitiful lives 
queuing to see Star Wars: 
Episode One — The Phantom 
Menace. And, sure enough, the 
saps miss the opening night of 


At the movies 


The Matrix. Old comic-book stoners the 
x =} — es = Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers 
In the charts finally make it to the cinema, but 


not before Lara Croft gets to 
strut her Hollywood stuff. 


Norman Cook hits the big time 
once again as Fat Boy Slim 
climbs high with Praise You, 
but Steps rack up the best- 
selling record of the year (thus 
far) with Heartbeat/Tragedy. 


In the charts 
After an emergency referendum, 
boy bands are outlawed. 
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Industry pundits are i ae? 
choosy about the games Storms Guar ae: Total Annihilation 
7 From: Cavedog 
they play, SO who better 7 Selected by: Peter Molyneux 
Position: Founder/Director, Lionhead Studios 
to reveal the ten best PC 
titles ever? Gentlemen, 


Warcraft 2 


From: Blizzard 
Selected by: 

Charles Cecil 
Position: Director, 
Revolution Software 


Comments: Still working away on Black & 
White, industry veteran Molyneux looks back on 
his favourite type of game — strategy — and cites 


Comments: “It got to me 


une 2 in a way that hasn’t really 


Sid Meier's original Civilization as well as From: Westwood happened since,” confesses 
S p eak yo ur brai ns. Railroad Tycoon as long-time loves. But his Selected by: Steve Jackson the man behind Broken 
abiding passion is Tota! Annihilation, Cavedog’s Position: Founder/Director, Lionhead Studios Sword. “1 loved Half-Life, 
=x eee SE! real-time sci-fi blaster. To his mind, the sequel, Comments: “ Dune 2 is the original RTS game,”’ but even that couldn’t 
Kingdoms, doesn't even come close to matching says Steve. “When it first arrived, I got no work grab my imagination like 
the appeal of the high-tech original. done for three weeks. I kid you not.” Warcraft 2.” 


~| Syndicate 

From: Bullfrog 

Selected by: Richard Longhurst 
Position: Editor, PC FORMAT 
Comments: In the past, PCF’s main 
man has been sucked into such classics 
as Day of the Tentacle, TIE Fighter and 
(strangely) AV-8B Harrier Assault. But 
his favourite remains Bullfrog’s squad- 
level tactical sci-fi title. “Only Syndicate 
~ or perhaps Civilization 2—can keep me 
up all night, even to this day,” he 
confesses. The game has now been 
superseded by Syndicate Wars, an 
insanely hard version with an unwieldy 
interface and scalable 3D engine. 


PCF 76 Rating 86% PGF 17 Rating 87% PCF53 Rating 90% 


Monkey Island 2 
y From: LucasArts 
Selected by: Dave Bradley 

Position: Games Editor, 

PC FORMAT 

Comments: “| would have got a better degree 
if it hadn’t been for this game,” moans 
Diamond Dave Bradley. “It’s the funniest, 
cleverest point-and-click adventure ever made. 

1 completed it at four o’clock one morning when 
1 was supposed to be revising.” 


PCF 22 Rating 86% cle | conte et : : , J 
t . ya ¢ = ; ; PCF5 Rating 91% 


GPs] (esa) 
>_> 


Civilization and Chris Kingsley enthuse about both Warcraft 2 and the 
From: MicroProse original Civ, Plumping for the latter, Jason says, “It shows 
Selected by: The Kingsley Brothers that, despite bad graphics, deep gameplay can still make 
Positions: Founder/Guv‘nors, Rebellion for a fantastic game with huge replay value.” 


Comments: Oddly, the siblings behind action smash Aliens 
vs Predator — are strategy-game fanatics. Rebellion’s Jason PCF4 Rating 85% 


Delta Force 
From: Nova 
Selected by: 

Position: Writer, PC Form 
AT 


Comments: Everybody hates a camper ing 
- Ue 
but Dave’s fave is a 3D sneak-em-up lake, 


Logic 
ave Perrett 


Which 


positively rewards stealthy behaviour. “Onjy 
elta 


Force has ever really been able to compete 
Quake as a multiplayer battle,” cf 


: With 
aims the boung 
boy. “Its slickly designed snow map is the best 4 


air deathmatch hunting ground Open. | 
F nd ever.” Daya | ” 
Is — i 


now awaiting Delta Force 2, due out this Chri ei 
PCF94 Rati ark Forces 
ating 90%, | From: LucasArts 
Selected by: John Romero 
Position: Chairman, lon Storm 


istmas, 


Doom 2 

From: id Software 

Selected by: Dan Hutchinson 

| Position: Deputy Editor, PC FORMAT 

| Comments: “Doom was good, but Doom 2: 

| Hell on Earth was nothing short of superb,” 
claims Desperate Dan, who even now dreams 
about Spectres. “The atmosphere, the level 

| design and the monsters kept tension taught, 
while the new arsenal of weaponry, capped by 
the clunk-clik-kaboom of the double-barrel 


- = = ™ Comments: “Damn, that’s a tough one!” 


| confesses the hotshot designer from 


Half-Life Dallas. Currently working (at his own 
LITE 


careful pace) on the ambitious first- 


From: y, 
: Valve a - Daik. aan 
Selected by: Ji, McCauley | person shooter Daikatana, John is proud 


Position: Features Editor P 


of his own previous successes. Before we 


C FORMAT cue 
Comments: “It scared me,” says Jim, summing Up Sierra’s 3p | can stop him, he agrees with Dan: “I’d 
pani | have to say Doom 2. But if I’m not 


| allowed to pick one of my own games, 


hit. “It’s the closest the industry’s come to making anything ott 
her 


than a bish of the interactive movie. It’s a bloady 


good shooter, and | then I’d have to say Duke Nukem 3D. 


shotgun, had us quaking before we knew the 
that ethical choice at the end! Profundity ina PC game — nice.” No — Dark F i 
= a Pe 0 — Dark Forces!” 


meaning of the word.” 


| PCF 38 Rating 91% 
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i; 1 Good Times 

(and variants thereof) 
“Here is some important information. 
Beware of a file called Goodtimes. Happy 
Chanukkah everyone, and be careful out 
there. There is a virus on America Online 
being sent by e-mail. If you get anything 
called Good Times, don’t read it or 
download it. It is a virus that will erase 
your hard drive. Forward this to all your 
friends. It may help them a lot.” Or rather, 
don’t. The Good Times hoax dates all the 
way back to 1994, and people are still 
falling for it, or one of the modern variants 
thereof, Spread throughout the world by 
well-meaning types who don’t really 
understand how viruses work, Good Times 
simply fails to go away. Do we really have 
to reiterate that you can’t get a virus from 
reading an e-mail? Oh, all right. You can’t 
get a virus from reading an e-mail. 


2 The PC 64 Play 

What a brilliant idea. A PC add-on that 
enables you to plug N64 cartridges 
straight into your PC. It sounds almost 
too good to be true. And, indeed, it is. 
You see, as we tried explaining a 
Good few times, the PC 64 Play was 
@ joke. We made it up. Jim spent 

a long time faking a { 
screenshot of Mario 64 
Supposedly running ina 
window (he even 

added a bit of The 

Day Today wallpaper, 
to prod people into 
realising what was 
going on), concocted 
a few believable 
factoids and put the 
result in the News 
section of our 
April (yes, April) 
1997 edition. 

And a lot of you 
believed it. We still 
get the occasional bit of mail 
about it, even though the fictional 
PC 64 Play has long been superseded by 
the very real UltraHLE, an actual N64 
emulator for the PC. The mind boggles. 


3 Windows 97 


No sooner had Windows 95 infected our 
PCs (and in some cases this took a long 
time) than word leaked out of yet another 
new version of Windows, The fabled 
Memphis — Windows 97. Naturally, we 
found it difficult to contain our excitement, 
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The PC 64 Play 
doesn't exist! 
We made it up! 


and then we found it difficult to contain 
our mirth when it became apparent that 
Windows 97 wasn’t going to appear in 
1997. The end result? Windows 98, an 
upgrade so uninspiring that just one PC in 
the PCF office uses it. The rest of us are 
sticking with trusty old Windows 95. 


The bug/moth 

/valve story 
We've even managed to perpetuate this one 
ourselves. Unwittingly, that is. PCF 47, 
page 20: “As almost everyone knows by 
now, bugs were invented by a moth that 
crawled into an early valve-based computer 
and — in a stunningly effective PR move 
that guaranteed it immortality of a kind — 
electrocuted itself.” Yes, that happened, 
but bugs were around long before that 
particular arthropod buggered up that 
particular mainframe. In fact, bugs have 
been around for a good 100 years or so. 


Take a look through Thomas Edison’s 


notes and you'll see him refer to bugs in 


electrical circuits. 


5 Scavenger 


We remember the day in 1997 
when quondam games editor 
Simon Cox returned from 

£3 to gabble excitedly about 
the Next Big Thing. 
‘It’s called Into 
the Shadows,” 

he told us. “It’s by 

a new developer called 

Scavenger, and it’s going 

to be absolutely 

brilliant! 

Better 

than that 
new Quake 

game! The 

3D effects are 


fantastic, and it has lots of 
title! 


_ 


shadows ~ like in the 
And Scavenger’s working on 
loads of other great games, 
too!” Scavenger by name, 
ture: the company had a 


scavenger by nal D 
habit of trying to poach existing talent 


from other developers, but to no avail. 
The only Scavenger title we can actually 
remember playing is Amok, a frankly 
rubbish racing game. Into the Shadows 
never appeared, but we did once see a 
mocked-up box at GT’s offices As for 
Scavenger, the future of videogaming 
went bust, tried to sue GT and vanished 
altogether when GT responded with a 


massive counter-suit. 


6 Internet Tax 


The latest myth to do the rounds is 

the one about Internet Tax supposedly 
being introduced by the US government. 
Doubtless a similar rumour will surface 
here before too long, saying that Tony 
Blair’s planning to tax British Net users, 
But he’s not. We already pay an Internet 
tax, anyway — it’s called a phone bill. 


7 Bill Gates is the Devil 

This one works, which doesn’t necessarily 
mean it’s true. If you add up the ASCII 
values of the letters in BILL GATES III 
then, miraculously, you get 666, which is 
the number of the beast, as any schoolboy 
knows. Obviously, it doesn’t quite work — 
you have to count the three Is as the 
number 1 because it’s Roman numerals, 
innit? But if anyone’s likely to be the 
Antichrist, then it’s Bill. He’s already bent 
the lot of us to his evil bidding. We can 


You see? You see? If that’s not proof 
enough, then we don’t know what is. 


He have absolutely no idea what this is supposed to be. Apparently, it’s a Scavenger gam 
ut we've scrubbed our brains clean of all Scavenger memories. It could be made up 


e, 


already hear the clopping of the Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse 


8 E-mail tracking 


Now that we're all too Sophisticated to 
believe in so-called e-mail viruses (if 
only...), those cunning pranksters 
have to think of new ways to get Us to 
propagate ridiculous Scare-mails. So in 
the past year we've witnesseq the e-m, n 
tracking hoax in quite a few forms, v 
get an e-mail claiming that a Con : 
(Netscape, AOL, Microsoft 
testing its new tracking sof; 
the e-mail’s forwarded to howeve, 
million people by a certain g, 
company will reward everyo, 
of cash, 2 trip to Disneylang 
whatever. Yeah, sure, 


ail 
ou 
Mpany 

and So on) j¢ 


tware, ang it 


* man, 

ate, then 

Ne With a Bie 
i 


I free sex Ie 


9 PC convergence 


“In a few years’ time, the PCa 
S We kn, 
0 
‘ad, you’t| Hig 


e, Yo 
and your Corby trouser Press.” 


it will have vanished, Inste; 


PCs in your TV, your fridgy Ve 


Hr telepho 
rf 


happened, and Mr Longhurst Still h 
St say. 


1 0 “The Internet 


No it isn’t. No matter What 

Esther Rantzen, Richard and 
cd 

hundreds of other seif appoi 
in} 


Ne 
Asn’ 


is evil 
he tabloids, 
Judy and 
ited moral 
the Internet isn’t evil, A 
it’s rubbish, but a lot Of everything's 
rubbish. And yes, you can find pornogr: 


guardians claim, 


lot of 


7 ‘aphy 
on the Net, but you can find it in your fees 
jent’s. No, the stuff he 


keeps under 
the counter, for his special customers. 


out there 


TS ALIE, DAMMIT! 


Either that or a myth. Every now and then, otherwise reasonable folk get taken in 
by some outlandish PC-related untruth. Here are our favourites. 


jl 
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Keep your PC in prime condition with these essential words to the wise. 


hatever you’re doing, good 

advice is to be welcomed. 

And our top-10 PC tips 

may not be as memorable 

as “never eat yellow 
snow”, but you can be sure they'll make 
life with your PC much easier. If you’ve got 
any top hints of your own, pop along to our 
Web site (www.pcformat.co.uk) and let us 
know — we'll print the best ideas in a 
future issue of PC FORMAT. 


1 Talk is cheap 

If you’re going to use your PC for long 
periods, make sure it isn’t going to damage 
your health. If you do a lot of typing, 
consider voice-recognition software, such 
as IBM's ViaVoice, to save your addled 
wrists. Running a screen resolution of 
1,024 x 768 on a 14-inch monitor will 
give you shocking headaches, while bad 
posture can mean crippling pains in the 
back and shoulders. Always use a proper 
chair — a typist-style one, not an armchair 
— and take regular breaks. 


2 Space oddities 

A few months of trying demo software and 
installing applications can leave your hard 
disk straining for space like an elephant in 
a cocktail dress. Around 50 per cent is 
taken up with what's technically known as 
rubbish — help files you never use, demos of 
long-forgotten games and the like. A few 
hours spent deleting all the detritus from 
your hard disk can free up a surprising 


Cownioad | 


Welcome back, gary! 


Use all of the services in McAfee Clinic and keep your PC healthy. Click on Full Checkup to do @ complete physical of your PC 


fig) Full checkup 


me ey 


GE% virusscan online 


ct and clean for the Bact 
available now! 


Onfice 2000 


Uninstaller QuickClean 


amount of space and save you having to 


buy a new one. 


3 Icon see clearly now 

All those icons in the bottom right-hand 
corner of your screen represent programs 
that run all the time, eating valuable 
system resources like Vanessa Feltz on a 
cake binge. Go to Startup in the Programs 
menu and zap the ones you don’t need. 
Check what else is going on behind your 
back — some virus programs try to scan 
every single file you use, making your 

PC sluggish. Have a look, too, at the 
windows\fonts folder. Getting rid of the 
ones you don’t use will make a big 
difference to Windows’ speed and stability. 


Where the tweaks 

have no name 
Choose System* Performance in Control 
Panel. Go into File System and change the 
hard disk setting to Network Server, then 
click on OK. Make sure that the Graphics 
option is set to Full Acceleration, then 
check your Virtual Memory settings. 
Instead of letting Windows manage your 
Virtual Memory, set the minimum and 
maximum sizes to twice your system RAM 
(for example, 64Mb on a 32Mb machine). 
Reboot your PC and smile happily. 


5 Left to your own devices 
The most common source of crashes 

in Windows is the humble device driver — 
a small program whose job it is to tell 


Windows how to use things like monitors 


jove temporary and unwanted 
‘om your system and ch 
2000 compliant issue 


9 2000 ToolBox Online 
Check and ential Year 2000 issues 


ck the 


on your PC 


@ First Aid Advisor 
and solve your PC problems 


guide 


2 ™ 
[@o Welcome to WinFiles.com! 


Fle Edt View Go Favertes 


Heb 


IBM ViaVoice — voice recognition for your 
PC. And you get a free talking baby. 


S$ AQ 


Windows Windows Seach Compare Pnces = Find Hardware Tech Auctions 
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@®u © M °& 4 
CNET Free Emad Sottware Vetual Servers Channel How to Link to. Tips and 
Updates Reviews ‘Subsenptons Us Treks 


Cick an icon lo Vieian Bea of our ste 


3 


2 © 


3B) ©1995 CNET. Ine. 


Winfiles (www.winfiles.com) is a great source of PC repair kits. 


and scanners and so on. Make sure you 

's by 
heading along to the manufacturer's 

Web site — Windows 98 users should use 
Windows Update regularly, too. Sites such 
as Winfiles (www.winfiles.com) are a good 
source of information on bug fixes, service 


have the most up-to-date driv 


packs and various other downloads that 
can cure PC ailments. 


6 Primal screen 


Check that your display driver is the right 
one for your video card and monitor, then 
disable the Active Desktop, any huge 
background bitmaps and any window 
animations — these don’t do anything 
useful, and they make your PC crash a 
lot. Now look at your display settings. 

Big resolutions and huge numbers of 
colours can easily overwhelm less powerful 
graphics cards. Forget about 32-bit colour 
unless you have a good graphics card and 
oodles of video memory. 


7 The Spam song 

E-mail users get so much junk you can 
spend ages sifting through it until you get 
to something vaguely important. Now that 
most e-mail programs include filters, you 
can get your PC to zap any annoying 
‘Make money quick!’ messages before 
they get to your PC. It takes a little while 
to set up effective junk e-mail filters, but 
it’s time well spent — it’Il save you hours 


in the long run. 


8 Defrag chorus 

If you use your PC a lot, your hard disk 
ends up with things thrown around the 
place more or less at random, and your PC 
slows to a crawl, Get into the habit of 
regularly running Scandisk (to check for 
any problems with your hard disk) and 
Defrag (to put everything in its proper 
place). You'll find both utilities by right- 
clicking on the appropriate drive in My 
Computer and Selecting Properties; the 
utilities are in the Tools section. 


9 Get your back up 

Hard disks fail, monitors explode and 
PCs get nicked, so make sure you have a 
back-up copy of all your essential work. 
Microsoft Backup (part of Windows) is 
useful enough, but if you need to store 
shedloads of stuff, consider investing in a 
rewriteable CD-R, Zip or DVD drive. A 
good virus-checking program is essential, 
and you need to keep it up to date (or it’Il 
be as useful as a chocolate fireguard). 


1 0 Everybody hertz 
Overclocking is easy to do, and it’ll squeeze 
every last drop of speed out of your PC’s 
CPU. But if you get the procedure wrong, 
you can quickly reduce your pride and joy 
to something resembling satanic custard. 
To find out whether your PC can be 
overclocked, and how to do the job safely, 


check out our how-to guide in Issue 97. 
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/MUST-HAVE 
ARDWARE 


* Regardless of whether you bought your PC last month or last year, 
you're going to have to face the truth: your cutting-edge machine is 
always in need of an overhaul. We bring you our top-ten core upgrades. 


3D card Monitor 


We've said it before. We'll say it again. The monitor is the 
If you play games and you're without a 3D card, then something's seriously 
amiss. Assuming your PC’s reasonably up-to-date, you'll be able to take 
full advantage of its AGP port — which is just as well because the 
vast majority of new cards need said interface. The TNT2 Ultra is 
the chipset to go for... 


most important component in your PC, You spend all the 
hours God sends gawping at it, so get a good one — at least 
17 inches, and preferably with an aperture grille. Choose a 
Trinitron and you can’t go far wrong. 


Which to buy? 
All is revealed 
in the PCF 
Buyer’s guide 


That'll be the central processing unit, then, « 
simple rule of thumb applies here: always go 
for AMD or Intel, and get the fastest chip you 
can afford. You pay through the nose for ¢ 


edge CPUs, so it’s folly to go for t Utting. 


he latest 
greatest. The PIII 600 will cost Nigh-on ¢5 


as will the Athlon... Best to go for 
or wait a wee while 


and 
00, 
4 PIII 59 

10) 
and treat yourself to son 
‘ation loveliness from AMD . 


Speakers 


Forget the plastic Owerpots that c. 
afterthought with your Pc The |, 
is distortion wi 


| seventh-gener. 


ame as an 
ast thing you need 


f o 
hen you're smacking up your mates 


a sub-woofer is a Must, and decent satellites 


make all the difference. You wouldn't listen to your 


favourite music through cack speakers, so don’t 


subject your games to the same ordeal. 
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CD-R/DVD 


DVD-ROM titles are scarce — there’s little 

in the way of games, and applications are 
more than happy on CD-ROM. A good reason 
for getting a DVD-ROM drive is to watch the 
latest flicks on your PC. In which case they‘re 
great — just make sure you get an MPEG-2 
decoder card while you're at it. 


Soundeard 


3D is where it’s at in the sound stakes, Aureal’s Vortex 2 and 


Creative’s SoundBlaster’s EAX technologies are much of a 
muchness when it comes to serving up the spacey goods, but 
check out AC-3 options if you’re toying with DVD. 


Power systems now pack a 


whopping 256Mb of RAM 
a ie 


The very best game controllers come as standard. 
But while the keyboard and mouse are invincible in 
the 3D domain, you’re likely to need more kit when it 
comes to footie titles, flight sims, beat-'em-ups and 
driving games. Joysticks, gamepads and wheels fit the 


bill nicely, and with force feedback added to the mix, 
the gameplay just keeps getting better. 


The more the merrier. RAM prices 
plummeted back in 1996, and 
PCs haven't looked back since. 
64Mb is a minimum call, 128Mb 
is standard, and power systems 


Another sign of how swiftly the sands 
of PC time shift. Double-figure hard 
drives are par for the course, and [BM 
is now shipping 25Gb beauties. The 


now pack a whopping 256Mb. All 
modern RAM comes on 100MHz 
DIMMs, but watch this space 

as 133MHz chips reach the 
marketplace later this year. 


smallest drive you're liable to find is a 
single-platter 4Gb. It’s not all about 

Oh, and just for the record: volume, though, and the other boon 
IBM recently showed off its 1Gb with modern drives is that they 


memory module, so you can see tend to be faster. 


where things are heading... — 


Motherboard | 


Your PC‘s most vital internal organ, the motherboard plays host to the chipset, the CPU 
socket, the system bus and such acronymic technology standards as ISA, PCI, AGP and 
USB. It’s inevitable, then, that there comes a time when you have to replace it. The problem 
is that because many of your other components will need a simultaneous upgrade, you're 


looking at an expensive and technically challenging jaunt. | = 
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10 GREAT 
FREE PC THING 


Owning a PC doesn’t have to be an expensive hobby. Keep your cash 
for something important and make the most of high-tech freebies. 


=» 
1 The Internet 


Clearly, when it comes to computers, 
nothing has done more to engender a 
Culture of freeness than the Internet. 

The heady combination of geekery and 
altruism that was so intoxicating in the 
early days lives on today, prompting Web- 
drunk media moguls to give everything 
away on-line. You can read The Telegraph 
(www.telegraph.co.uk — crossword 
included), stop buying the Radio Times 
(www.toaster.co.uk), do away with route- 
Planning software (www.rac.co.uk/html/ 
services/froute.htm) and ditch all your 


reference books (www. encyclopedia.com). 


benevolent play-testing contribution to the 
freebie fray — Quake 3 Test. 


4 PC FORMAT full programs 
What would an issue of PC FORMAT be 
without a couple or three full programs on 
the coverdisc? Our giveaways cover the full 
gamut of your computing requirements, 
from trouble-shooting (First Aid 98, PCF 
97) to route-planning (AtoB Britain 1999, 
PCF 97) to graphics (Painter 3, PCF 

91) to music (Total eJay, PCF 98) to 
reference (3D World Atlas PCF 98) to 
multimedia (Corel All-Music Guide, PCF 
96). And that’s just the last few months — 
we've got plenty more lined up to see you 


6 Netscape Communicator 
No company has given Microsoft more 
jitters than Netscape. Communicator is 
an excellent software suite, offering the 
Navigator Web browser, e-mail, a basic 
HTML editor and on-line conferencing 
tools all under one roof. The browser 

isn’t as good as JE5’s, but supporting 
Netscape is one way to loosen Microsoft's 
stranglehold on personal computing. Head 
for home.netscape.com 


7 Internet Explorer 5 


It’s the best Web browser around — no 
arguing. OK, lots of arguing: it’s bloated, 


Use Netscape Communicator. Don’t let 
Gates have everything its own way. 


(www.linux.org), a free Unix-type 
operating system. If the beards boot their 
new PCs from a Linux start-up disc, they 
can claim back the Windows licence fee 
from the PC supplier — a small moral 
victory in the rebels’ ongoing attempt to 


prevent Microsoft taking over the world. 


FUBAR:! 


Sometimes in the wonderful world of the PC, people get 
it wrong. Yes, even us. See the badness that lies within. 


Rise of the Robots was a load of over-hyped rubbish. Rise of the Robots 2 capitalised on its 
predecessor's rubbishness by being doubly rubbish. Oh, how we wish for Rise 3. Seriously. 


insist that you weren't, and your utterly 
confused brain would respond by making 
you bilious. No thanks. 


4 The Frag Master 


Sixty quid for an ugly piece of hardware 
that’ll help you to play Quake, Half-Life 
and the rest of them really, really badly? 
Do we look like idiots? Thrustmaster seems 
to think so — we can’t think of any other 
reason for inflicting this ill-conceived and 
appallingly realised piece of junk on the 
world, Plus (and we forgot to mention this 
at the time) the actual controller part of 
the device looks like some Gigeresque 


toilet seat for pixies. 


Frontier: 

First Encounters 
Is there anything more we can say 
about this? After the disappointing 


In the year 2758, we'll all be sitting on 
electronic space toilets like this. 


Confusing missions, ugly polygons, a few 
hours of gameplay at best and not a lot 
else. Richard Longhurst reviewed this, you 
know. At his very wittiest, he summed it up 
in two words: “Epic. Not!” He was being 


ironic, or so he claims. 


8 PCF 24’s cover 
We very recently gave it the kicking it 
deserves — surely it’s not time to haul it 
over the coals again? Well, if we must. The 
cover was a laughable effort in VGA, and 
the woman’s eyes were scarily big. “YOU 
CAN DO THIS!” screamed the main 
coverline. What, bend your arm 
over the top of your head? 
Anyone with fully functioning 
limbs can do that anyway. 


The Microsoft 
Network 


Imagine Microsoft's surprise 


2 well into 2000, does dirty things to Windows and has been 3 : :, S ‘i y 
Internet Service Providers the cause of more legal kerfuffle than MP3s = 1 has been lost in the mists of time. We can Frontier failed to este when it discovered that it 
Robert Maxwell and OJ Simpson put Rise of the Robots but apolosise. live up to its noble didn’t, and couldn't, own 


It’s only natural that if most things on the 
Internet are free, your means of access 
should be too. Thanks to the billion-pound 


5 StarOffice 


Free software doesn’t come much better 


together. For us simple folk, it’s experience- 
enhancing features like auto-completing 


Back in the ‘80s, record companies were 
keen to tell us that home-taping was killing 


There’s nothing like a good beat-‘em-up. 
And this was nothing like a good beat- 


3 Virtual Reality 


‘ is ace... 
heritage, David isa 4 


Braben put the 


the Internet. 
Peeved about 


music. It didn’t, of course: they lived to sell i his, it tried 

phenomenon that is Freeserve (www. than Star Division’s (www.stardivision. Web forms and hassle-free access to overpriced CDs another day, and made a ‘em-up. Two years in development at final nail in this, it tried 

freeserve.co.uk), the tenner-a-month Net com) StarOffice, a rival to the wallet- multiple Net accounts that put it a nose fortune in the process. In the digital age, the cost of a million billion pounds (or We all fell for the hype at one time or Elite’s coffin to launch its 
in front of Navigator. Z thereabouts), hyped to the gunwales and another. Just by putting a special helmet with First own alternative 


account is now a computing dodo. You're 
spoilt for choice when it comes to picking 
a free ISP, but a free ISP ain’t worth 
nothing if you can’t get on to the Net 
whenever you want. So choose carefully. 


Game demos 

and modifications 
Even before the Internet grabbed PC 
owners by the twig and berries, game 
demos were giving us a free fix of fun. 
Of course, like handing out crack to school 


further than producing demos, supplying 
free game add-ons that push the pleasure- 
o-meter to the max. Valve’s Team Fortress 
Classic is a case in point (see www.sierra. 
com and PCF 96’s coverdisc), a free add- 
on that turns Half-Life into the mother of 
all co-operative on-line games. Extras 
come thick and fast from unofficial 


sources, too, including modifications for 


wounding behemoth that is Microsoft 
Office. With its word processor, graphics 
program, spreadsheet, database, event 
planner, presentation creator and Internet 
suite, it’s the software equivalent of a 
Swiss army knife. Download it from the 
Net for free, or buy it in a box for $39.95 
(about £25). It’s not normally available for 
coverdiscs, but we have special permission 
from StarDivision to feature it on the PCF 


coverdisc — soon. 


8 Linux 


When you buy a PC, you don’t get a choice 
of operating system. The cost of Windows 
Whatever is subsumed into the overall 
price you pay for the machine, and you're 
none the wiser. Some tech-heads don’t 

like this state of affairs and avoid using 
Windows altogether, preferring Linux 


home-taping has been replaced by MP3- 
making, a process that turns CD tracks 
into files small enough to be sent across 
the Net and merrily saved on to CD-ROM 
or MiniDisk. The overwhelming majority of 
the free on-line MP3s are illegal copies of 
pre-recorded music, just like the tapes of 
CDs you've got in your car. But sites like 
mp3.com show how the file format can be 
used for good, giving unsigned bands a 
chance to get their music heard by 


f awi 
audience. For the full skinny on apa.“ 


: $875 million of Paid- 
for on-line content in 1998 plenty of it 


is free. The ready availability of seven 
shades of smut has been a defining 
characteristic of the Net since the early 
days, when the alt.binaries, erotica 
newsgroups accounted for more traffic 
than rush-hour on the M25. Some would 
have you believe that the success of the 
Net has to do with free speech 


released simultaneously on every format 
known to man, Rise of the Robots was 
absolute rubbish. “A triumph of form 
over content,” we sneered, going on to list 
an unlucky-for-some 13 reasons why it 
was so bad. To sum up: “No matter how 
much decoration, window trimming, filler 
and fluff Time Warner lavishes on Rise, 
the fact remains that you simply can’t 
polish a pile of tripe.” We 
remember that a nervous 


present when this particular 
monstrosity was created. They'll 
claim that they took one look at 
it and decided to have nothing 
further to do with it. Quite what the 
reasoning behind it was (“OK, it’s a 
feature about interactive movies. So 
let’s have an artist’s dummy with 
Christopher Walken’s face on it.”’) 


on your head, you could be transported to 
a whole new computer-generated world. 
No-one mentioned that the virtual worlds 
looked horrid or that, thanks to a gigantic 
sensory mix-up, the whole experience made 
you feel sick as a dog. Your eyes would tell 
you that you were moving, your 

ears would 


Encounters, a 
bug-ridden travesty 
of a sham. Our 
hopes for a decent 
modern-day Elite 
now rest with 

X - Beyond the 
Frontier (THQ) 
and Freelancer 
(Microsoft). 


of confusing variables in order to get 
any particular piece of software 
running? We know what we thought. 
Wee Colin Mitchell tends to think 
different, and that’s why we've 


banished him to Scotland. 


7 Epic 


to the Internet, 
the Microsoft 
Network. But in a 
rare example of 
sportsmanship, 
Bill Gates gave 
the Internet a 
chance to survive 
by making sure that 
MSN was really 
slow — so slow that 


kids, developers only do it so we'll get to the Spacemonkey’s Guide on page ean editor vetoed the original 0S/2 a) norene bethered: to 
hooked on the games and stump up for the . phrase, which was “you can‘t Warp Li use Eventi) 
full versions. Over the last month we've 1 0 P polish a turd”. An alternative Atal Microsoft gave in, 
brought you multi-megabyte demos that bs ornography to subscribing coaeai moved MSN on to the 
are far too big to download iia tmderix Kippers, coke cans and horses — the facts to the Microsoft thinks this cover’s Internet proper, and took over the browser: 
Half-Life: Uplink, F-22 Lightning 3, of life are a fact of life on the Net. Even 2 PCF 49’s cover OS conspiracy? brilliant. Cretin. market instead. 
MechWarrior 3 and X-Wing Alliance, to though pornography ~ or ‘adult services: There are members of the Or a klutzy, kludgy ang 
name but a few. Some developers go even as the industry calls itself ~ accounted current PCF team who will, if PC-crippler that was easy to use sped 0 Sex and Drugs 

for a trouser-bulging pressed, admit to having been as you didn’t mind fiddling with hur Ss 1 and Rock and Roll 


Had it ever been completed, we're sure 
that Sex and Drugs and Rock and Roll 
would have been Sensible Software's finest 
moment. Alas, the enormous rock-star 

sim was just too hot for any publisher to 
handle, featuring graphic depictions of 
things best not mentioned here, and 
spanning a ridiculous 17 CDs. Instead it 


3D shoot-‘em-ups (www.planetquake. is and e- Possibly DiD’s worst moment. No, turned out to be the game that nearly 
ap S for ames commerce. Nonsense , <5 s 5 ‘ 
com), maps and units for RTS games and : , Sense — it’s all down to Someone, somewhere thought that definitely DID's worst moment. destroyed Sensible Software. => 
courses for golf sims. Not to mention id’s Gentlemen, start your weapons. The cast of Team Fortress Classic takes a how. gratis video clips of Pammy and Tommy. => this was a really good cover. 3 
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4 iy OF THE CENTURY 


ESSENTIAL 
APPLICATIONS 


There comes a point when you have to do some work. And even if you're one of the idle rich, 
you can use your PC for plenty more than just games. 


2h Microsote windows Update - Microsoft Internet Explorer 


2) hep /fwindowtupasce microsoft.com!  * 


Selected Software 


Nao components are selected 


Product Updates 


reinstall updates, al 
Slready have installed 


Select Software 


for your Windos 
int, and then eich 


Updates 


ST 


No updates of this type are available at this time. 


No updates of this type are available at this time. 


1D Directx 6.1 Technology Update 


4245 KB/38 min 


G & This update to the mukimedi 


aed a P| 


ystem services for Windows 98 opens 


If the wonders of the Internet are the bread and butter of any self-respecting PC (and 


they are), then Internet Explorer 5 is the cheese and pickle filling. Fact. 


“1 
Internet Explorer 5 

Free * Microsoft * 0345 0020000 + 
www.microsoft.com 
If you only have one application on your 
PC, make it a Web browser. Once it’s in 
place, everything you'll ever need can be 
downloaded or ordered from the Internet. 
Office apps, image-editing software, 
sequencers, money managers, utilities... 
you name it, it’s all up there. For our 
money, the Internet offers everything and 
more, and as much as it might pain you to 
hear this, we reckon /E5 is the best way 
to navigate it. 


excellent PIM, and Powerpoint does the 
job if and when it comes to presentations. 
Throw in HTML support, and options for 
PhotoDraw 2000, FrontPage 2000 and 
Publisher 2000, and everything you're 
likely to need and want is in the box. Lotus 
and Corel are all very well, but if you want 
the best, look no further. 


3 CorelDraw 9 

£464 © Corel * 0800 581028 
* www.corel.com 

A supreme all-round graphics 


application, CorelDraw 9 has 
more to offer 


Microsoft : than any 

Office If you only have | yi oa 
£439 © Microsoft + Hy H itself is an 
oses oozooo «| ON application |... 


www. microsoft.com 
Microsoft gets slated 
for its operating 
systems, but as far 
as office suites are 


concerned, it’s almost 
flawless. Office 95 blew 
everything else out the water and there’s 
been no looking back for Microsoft ever 
since. Word is without doubt the sultan of 
the suite, but if you have to deal with 
spreadsheets and databases, Excel and 
Access are also top-notch. Outlook is an 
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on your PC, 
make ita 
Web browser 


vector-graphics 
app, with more 
tools to its 

credit than an 
inconceivably large 
monkey-wrench 
factory. Then 
there’s PhotoPaint, a pro-level image 
editor to be sure — not quite up to the 
benchmark that is Adobe PhotoShop, 
but powerful nonetheless. Throw in 
25,000 bits and bats of half-decent 
clip-art, 1,000 photos and 1,000 fonts, 


CorelDraw 9 caters for all your graphical 
requirements in one box. Sorted. 


and you have more than enough to get you 
going in the graphical department. 


4 McAfee Office 2000 

£69.95 * McAfee * 01753 827500 * 
www.mcafee.com 

A decent suite of utilities is a must when 
(not if) your PC takes it upon itself to play 
silly buggers. McAfee Office 2000 has 
every base covered: First Aid 2000 sits in 
the background to try to collar problems 
before they manifest themselves; VirusScan 
keeps a lookout for Trojans, worms and the 
like; Nuts & Bolts has everything you need 
to clean, optimise, monitor and analyse 
your system; Oi! Change keeps all your 
drivers bang up to date; 

Uninstaller 


pices 


The best office 
suite there is. 


MetaCreations’ Painter br} 
fancy brush strokes to your PC. 


Ings a stack of 


helps get rid of orphaned files: 


i and Y2k 
Survival Kit tests . 


' t and protects your PC 
against the impending Millennium Bt 
1g. 


5 Painter 5.5 


£199 * MetaCreations « 0181 956 26 
* www.metacreations.com ace 
Image-editing apps are alt wer 
for messing about with digital pi 
if you want to tap your artist; 
come up with 
OM sera 

Painting“ 
any be! 


‘ainter 5.5 
brought you version 3 Of this “is 


back in PCF 91, but for the |, 
greatest in Natural Media t 


a decent 
package. And they don’t come 


than MetaCreations’ p, tte, 


top-note}, 

atest ang Pr 
0!5 ang Ww 
‘anting Version. 

er Offer We tan. 


F 91) an In 
n 
2 COPY for a mere ar bag 


6 Bryce 4 


£210 ° MetaCreations. 0181 
9562500 « Www.metacre, 
Another Corking Progr, 


functionality, you’|| be w, 
5.5. Check out the read 
our January issue (PC, 


yourself 


‘ations.con, 
am we've hag 
Ng you. We 

its radiant 


the pleasure of bringir 
carried Bryce 2 in all 
glory back in issue g; 


8. Bry qi 
the | Bryce 4 is 


ate: 
St in the Series, and with 


greater options to import and 


ex; 
5 port landscapes and objects, 
its potential for producing 


Spectacular 3p images has 


been ramped up big time. 

The great thing about Bryce 
is that it’s SO easy to use. 
Most 3D apps come with a 
learning curve of Everestine 
Proportions, but Bryce really is 


Adobe Premiere 
File Edit Project Clip Window Help 


ha Project: Untitlel ppj Biel Ea} 


Litem | Name 


Tran: jons: Commands 
33| Additive Dissolve 


MCAFEE 


McAfee Office offers all the utilities you’re 
likely to need. In one fell swoop, too. 


Navigator = ~ 


HD) D Audio 2 


|RStart || [BJAdobe Premiere 


If your PC packs a big, big hard drive and you have a camcorder kicking about the house, you're well on the way to a video-editing system. 
All you need now is the editing software — and there's none better than Adobe Premiere when it comes to splicing and dicing your film. 


child’s play. If you want to build weird and 
wonderful 3D worlds, look no further. 


7 3D Studio Max 

£3,166 * Discreet * 01483 462600 + 
www.ktx.com 

It’s by no means the cheapest application 
doing the rounds, but serious 3D programs 
mean serious financial investment. Or they 
do when it comes to 3D Studio Max. If 
you've never been more serious about your 
3D, this is the one to go for. Its object- 
orientated approach, combined with its 
huge flexibility, makes it the jack-of-all- 
trades in the field of 3D modelling and 
rendering. Moreover, 3D Studio Max has 
fast become the standard for games 


(00;00;00;00 


designers — so if you harbour ambitions of 
becoming the next John Romero, start 
saving your pennies. And grow your hair. 


First Aid 2000 promises to save your PC 
from crashes, and it offers loads of advice. 


already treated yourself to a capable 
video-editing app. It has to be said, 
however, that Adobe Premiere is fairly 
serious stuff, and you‘ll need to get your 
hands dirty with the sizeable manual to 
make the most of its powerful features. 
For a more user-friendly approach, check 
a guitar sample running at 112bpm with a out MGI’s VideoWave 2. 
drum loop rattling off at 154bpm. Now 
that’s what we call music. 


1 0 Paint Shop Pro 5 


8 Acid 


£249 » Sonic Foundry 
* 0171 9231892 * 
wwwsonicfoundry.com 

If you want to come up with your 


If you want to build weird and 
wonderful 3D worlds, look no 
further than Bryce 4 


£81 © Digital Workshop * 01295 
258335 * www.jasc.com 

It’s by no means the best, but 

if you're after a stalwart of an 
image editor, old favourite Paint 
Shop Pro is excellent value 


own beats the quick and easy 
way, Acid is well worth a listen. It enables 
you to import pre-recorded samples and 
drum loops, then mix them up into a top 
new block-rockin’ tune. What makes the 
program really clever is that you can 

mix ill-matched samples seamlessly and 
without distortion — melding, for example, 


MetaCreations is a dab hand at coming up with software that makes light work of 
seemingly complicated tasks. Bryce 4 is a case in point - mad 3D landscapes made easy. 


for money. The fact that it’s 

G probably the most heavily used and abused 
Premiere 5 shareware package of all time is all the 

£449 * Adobe * 0181 606 4008 * 

www.adobe.com 

If you own a camcorder and a decent 


more ironic — it’s worth every penny. We 

use it all the time for grabbing screenshots. 
Version 5 brings heavyweight functionality, 

as well as layers and loads of effects. 

Watch this space for version 6. > 


PC, then you're missing out on a wealth 
of cinematic possibilities if you haven't 
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Paint Shop Pro, now in its fifth incarnation, has been the people’s image editor for years. 
You can still sample its delights without obligation — for 30 days, anyway. 
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OF THE CENTURY 


WHATEVER 


Most predictions are a load of old rubbish. Not these. We present our tips for 
the future, all 10 of which will definitely come true.* 


TALE OF THE CENTURY By 


NEXT? 


addresses any more; 
your e-mail address will 
cover everything. 


Give it a couple of 

years and processors 

will be whacking 

out data at more 


Prét-a- BBP SS Sad} pos y 
porter PCs d | 

One of the funnier ‘ NS 1 
moments in A Fish 
Called Wanda wa 
Lee-Curtis’ as 
“I’ve worn dre 


Ina few years’ 
time, we'll all 

laugh at this PIII 
600. Like drains. 


Jamie ae 
ertion that 
es that are 


peSes 


By the year 2040, we'll all wonder what was so funny about this whole Austin Powers thing. 
But we'll be too busy laughing at 2020 nostalgia to wonder for very long. Fashion, eh? 


\\ 
il 


Te 


i > ae 


> 
1 More of Everything 
It’s a safe bet that PCs are going 
to become faster and pack more 
memory as the years fly by, Back 
in 199 1, you'd have considered 
yourself well off jf your PC 
contained a 386 running at 
20MHz, backed up with 2Mb 
RAM and a 40Mb hard disk. Buy a 
PC today and you'd rightly sneer at 
anything less than a PI] screaming 
along at 350MHz, with 64Mb 
10Gb or more of hard disk space. 
Head forward into the future and 
the sky’s the limit. Give it a couple 
of years and processors will be 


and 


whacking out data at more than 
1,000MHz (that'd be 1GHz, then) 
Whether or not we'll be dem 


anding 
more memory is another matter: the 


recommended amount of memory 


has held steady at 64Mb for a 
couple of 


ars now, and most 
software still copes adequately with 
32Mb. But it’s only a matter of 
time before we'll need 128Mb or 
256Mb of RAM. And hard disks? 
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nil ei bale 


a 
fern 


We've given 
up trying 

to keep 

track 

of the 
ridiculous 
amount of 
storage they 
offer. For the 
record, we 
reckon the PC to own 

in 10 years will be a SGHz Pentium 
Vi, with 5 terabytes of hard disk 
and 1Gb RAM. 


become thinner, and 
maybe bendy as well - 
such as the plastic display 
currently under development at 
Cambridge Display Technologies 
(www.cdtltd.co.uk). Meanwhile, 
a number of companies are 
attempting to cram an entire 
working PC on to a single, flexible 
board. Put the two together and 


2 Everything goes flat... 
cand flexible. What's 

the point of a PC 

you can’t roll up 
and put in your 
back pocket, eh? 
Well, it exists, 
for one thing. 


smug 


Mmm... floppy. One day PCs will bend, 
and they'll be better than this effort. 


But soon we'll 
be seeing PCs 


than 1,000MHz 


you really do have a PC that you 
can stick in your pocket. Just don’t 
leave it there when you put your 
jeans in the wash. 


Mice trapped, 
keyboards crushed 
This could be a long shor, not 
least because keyboards and mice 
do the job perfectly well. Typing, 
on a keyboard is a faster process 
than writing longhand, even if 
you’re a mediocre, two-finger 
typist. And as yet, no-one’s come 
up with a better pointing device 
than the mouse. The clincher 
is that a combination 
of the two is nothing 
short of perfect 
for gaming. 
However, ways 
of interacting with 
your PC by speaking and 
waving your hands around are 
in development. All you'll need 
is a microphone, a camera and a 
super-fast processor to make sense 
of it all. However, the developers 
have a major hurdle to clear: 
people feel stupid talking to their 
PCs while gesticulating wildly. 
Crack that one and... 


-»-your PC will 

be your friend 
Assuming it isn’t already, in which 
case you really need to get out 
more. No, the future of the PC 
holds interfaces that not only 
understand everything you say, 
but actually pay attention to your 
tone of voice and read your facial 
expressions, and then react 
accordingly. Further down the 
line, your machine will be able to 
hold a normal conversation with 
you, as well as perform a close 


= 


Obviously, you 
shouldn't throw 
your PC away. 
Not yet, anyway. 


approximation of thinking for 
itself. Creating its own robotic 
body and enslaving the world is a 
possibility, too. 


5 The Internet will take over 


It took more than 30 years for 
television 


Well, it’s 
: those 


} > smarter than you 
ibility 
y propellerheads 
oy at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
(MIT) have been working 
on wearable PCs for years, but 
the end result has tended to look 
like someone’s stapled various bits 


a distinct pos 
cr 


of a PC to a coat, or tried to make 
a cheap Borg costume. But given all 
the super-flexible technology on the 
way, there’s no reason why you 
shouldn’t one day sport a jacket 
with a PC sewn into one arm and a 
display sewn on to the other. 


7 Windows for free? 


We've said it before and we'll say 
it again: Microsoft’s continued 


global dominance isn’t as certain 
as it was back in the days when 
it practically 


to achieve 
complete 
global 
dominance, 
and even the 
telephone took 
ages to catch 
on. But the 
World Wide 
Web has gone 


The end result has 
tended to look like 
someone’s stapled 
various bits of a PC 

to a coat 


press-ganged 
everyone into 
upgrading to 
Windows 95. 
There’s still 
no robust 
competition 
in the OS 
market, but 
Microsoft 


from a glint in 
Tim Berners-Lee’s eye to ubiquitous 
must-have status in under a decade, 
and it’s still only just finding its 
digital feet. Taken to its extreme, 
the Internet could become the 

place where you handle all your 
correspondence, make all your 
telephone calls, pay your bills, 
watch the latest movies, sort out 
your finances and do the shopping. 
There’s little the Net isi’t capable 
of, and as it becomes larger and 
faster, people the world over will 
have little choice other than to 
embrace it. No-one will bother 
with phone numbers and postal 


realises that it 
can’t afford to rest on its laurels. 

There will come a day when Linux 
is just as e: 


sy to use, and just as 
ux is fi 
Which 
actly. Result: 
reduced to the status 


reliable, as Windows. 


Windows costs mone 
would you choose? E 
Microsoft i 
of ‘world’s biggest software 
publisher’, a status it'll have to 
battle to hold on to if it’s not in 
control of the OS market. Our 
guess? Microsoft will end up giving 
Windows away for free, at least at 
a consumer level. There are still 
billions of pounds to be made in 
other areas. 


8 Throwaway PCs 


Like the camera, the computer will 
become a cardboard box full of 
cheap, reusable components, and 
you'll be able to buy one in the 
supermarket if you've left yours 

at home. When you no longer 
need it, you'll hand it in and get 
your deposit back on the bits they 


“I’m just off to the space shop for food 
pills. And some tin foil. See you later.” 


re 
train, no matter: it only cost you £6 
in the first place. 


cle. And if you leave it on the 


software will be part of the same, 
all-encompassing entity. 


9) No more software 
Windows already incorporates an 1 
Internet browser. Most Windows 
programs share components and 
functionality. DirectX has become 
ubiquitous so it’s effectively part of 
the OS already. In the future, the 
blurry line between program and 


Tin foil suits 

and food pills 

And we'll all go to work in shiny 
flying saucers. 


operating system will break down 
altogether, Instead of a huge, 
monolithic operating system 


driving huge, monolithic 
applications, there will be a 
single, decentralised network of 


someone, you'll be able to do so 
without leaving the game, because 


the game and 
the e-mail 


thousands and thousands of 
small modules. This will be 
neither program nor OS, but a 
combination of the two. You 
won't buy Quake XXXII; 
you'll buy the Quake 

XXXII upgrade patch for 
your operating system. And 
when you want to e-mail 


The future’s 
orange, y'know. 
We'll have metal 
hands and 
orange phones 
and things. And 
we'll worship 
strange gods. 
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TALE OF THE CENTURY Ri 


5 PCF 40: January 1995 
Life, they say, begins at 40. But it’s only said by people who have hit 40 and are trying to convince 
themselves that they‘re not galloping towards old age, slippers and wondering exactly why they just 
came into the kitchen. In the case of PCF, however, this particular aphorism proved true: come issue 40, 
January 1995 © tusue 40 © £3.95, 


— 
- C 
L ea E ' we hit the shelves with aplomb and a spanking new redesign. Not to mention a monster guide to keeping 
Mia tel yy, ver Sd ar H ] ’ your PC tickety-boo, an even monsterer pull-out guide to upgrading, and a new addition to the back page 
fe? > Ound wondering what the 10 best ISSUES of PC FORMAT were? We re called The Final Insult. Would it ever catch on? DON’T 


sure you have. Wonder no more as, according to a poll of staff past and present, “a " PANIC 


400 essential PC tips to 


we bring you the definitive list of POFs that everyone should own. 
october 1991 © lssve One : -——_ ieee 7 = : y 
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Leisure Computing 


6 PCF 41: February 1995 
Before he became “that long-haired bloke who refuses to 
leave’, Jim McCauley was but a punter, and this one’s his 
favourite issue. “I was attracted by the pretty skellington,” he 
recalls. “And the ZX Spectrum emulator on the coverdisk. 
Being a fully-accredited, Income Support scrounger at the 
ietp arose 1 0 S¢ ‘ > , time, I had to be very choosy about PC magazines, and PCF 
cere met my rigorous criteria. Once I got it home, | was, quite 
literally, blown away by the wealth of stuff within, not to 
mention the photo of a dinner-jacketed Rich Pelley enjoying 
an intimate téte-a-téte with his PC in the first instalment 
of the much-maligned PC Virgin. I decided that | would 


Ei Get the 


— = best in ! ss ail F ; ; 
i N THE sharewart §: give this magazine the benefit of my wisdom. Slap me 
HOW TO jOl Save bundles of Hi sideways if | wasn’t working there within four months!” 
money with our | 
EVOLU me ee H 
will transform your world affordable software 4 


ou! ndcard 


8 PCF 65: January 1997 


A couple of months ago, we waved a 
tearful goodbye to art editor Martin 


kies of ss 3 PCF 16: January 1993 = 
phe nee no” ; An issue so fantastically good we thought all the copies had 


World War HD take to the air in been nicked, until we located one hidden away in Richard’s 4 7 Parfitt, who had been with PCF longer iene 
Lucasfilm’s Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe secret files. A glorious combination of bright orange text PCF 34: July 1994 PCF 50: November 1995 A than anyone cares to remember, But 
jucas 2 2% , eH a Fi ean 
& By and a Bob Mortimer lookalike on a swirly whirlpool Says Richard Longhurst of his favourite Ooh, the complaints! “My 12-year-old son | : Forgot tne roa at for befaresnenerighe tol us why this is his 
ie background, the cover alone was enough to warrant the issue: “I went to America to see Wing bought your magazine, and | was shocked inter anothgr dimension. pick of the PCFs. “Even though there's a 
Gam r T asking price. Everything else — a guide to getting the Commander 3 in the making. Me and and appalled to see the pornographic image plete Pa the cate it’s still good. But the 
make you a WAN very best out of your new PC, the shareware version of Mark ‘Luke Skywalker’ Hamil! got on the cover of a woman painted silver with inside? Whooh! Every Page is strong in 
super-achiever oMrons Wolfenstein sequel Spear of Destiny, an enormous pile of chummy in his trailer, and we watched her mouth open, in conjunction with the its layout and design. You'd have to go 
you how tounieash game reviews and much more than we can safely tot up — The New Animated Adventures of phrase ‘Reality sucks’. I will be writing to back there, two-and-a-half years ago, to 
was a bonus. How's that for generosity? Batman on his telly, but only because he my MP forthwith.” Well, we thought it was feel what we felt flicking through the 


issue, unable to find a weak page. 

Editor Dan Slingsby said it was the 
best mag he’d ever worked on. It set 
new standards for PCF. At the time 


= did the voice for The Joker. When I had rather striking, and a fitting opening to 
my photo taken with him, he had to what was, after all, our 50th issue. Inside 
we went VR-mental (this was in the days 
before the subject became a giant joke), 


stand on a ledge because he was so 
short. He was really nice, though — he 


‘z signed some Star Wars comics for me.” dug up Bob Wade for the purposes of an interview, we wondered how we could keep it up. So much effort was put 
>» Richard neglects to mention our in-depth and raved about beautiful flight frenzy TFX: EF2000. And for comedy purposes, we into it, that first re-designed issue.” It also boasted another 100 tips to mend oH 
PCF 1: October 1991 Jcokvat: Windows 95; then know as reviewed Phantasmagoria, which garnered a frankly over-generous 25 per cent. your broken PC, and a review of a promising little title called Tomb Raider... 


Chicago, where we marvelled at the 
miracle of Plug and Play. If only it 7 en fal 
worked as well as we made it sound... 


“It’s time that everyone found out 


that if you want the very best in 
computer entertainment, there’s only 


one place to find it - on the PC and in 
PC FORMAT.” So said PCF‘s first 

editor, Bob Wade, cunningly overlooking 
the fact that he’d mentioned two places 


Am an Wey 10 Per: 
eS, ! Wh . July 1999 
DOR WWARS Z Flipping through the most 


recent issues of PCF (all 
of which are great, in our 


9 PCF 69: May 1997 


You! Yes, you — David Bradley. Stop 
g oe a hiding under your desk and trying out 
new and exciting swear words, and opinion), we eventually settled 
on this little beauty. Why? 
A cunning combination of 
photography and 3D modelling 
on the cover; an in-depth 
explanation of how to do that 
Net thing quickly, easily and 
(er) freely; lots of news; loads 
of reviews; and our very first 


rather than one. Here it was, then — 
the first-ever issue of PC FORMAT, 
crammed with more exciting bits and 
bobs than you’d believe the boring old 
PC was capable of. Did you realise that 
you could use your PC to win money on 
| the horses and predict your future? Of 
| course you didn’t. And look, who’s that 
| fresh-faced young staff writer, bursting 
| with youthful enthusiasm? Why, it’s 

| little Richard Longhurst. 


tell us what's so great about this 


2 PCF 12: September 1992 issue. “It was the official 2000AD 
Over to PCF’s second editor, Mark Higham: “I was edition, with a fun-packed Comics 
the editor of PC FORMAT for a year-and-a-half — Go Digital! feature and a female 
back at the point where it started to get really, really MegaCity judge gracing the cover. 
big — and I’ve got my own favourites. The one that It was one of the last issues of 
sticks out most is the ‘Change the face of graphics’ PCF to boast a floppy edition as 
issue. | remember it had some great step-by-step well as a CD one, and it was 
guides, the reviews were fab (with some great internal James Binns’ first issue as editor. 
dialogue) and the magazine had tons of character.” It felt like a solidly themed issue, 
That'll be the enduring double-act of Longhurst and the feature combining well- 
Ricketts, then ~ not to mention the lovely covergirl 
whose simple beauty was so needlessly abused by 
Graphics Workshop. 


issue to boast one of those fancy 
DVD things. What more could 
you ask? Oh, it was also the first 
issue to provoke a request from 

a genuine pervert, who wanted 
pictures of our cover model's feet. 
Happy birthday, us! @p 


rounded practical advice with a 
comics-are-great nostalgia. The 
Judge Dredd screensaver designed by then CD-ROM Ed Tony 
Ellis still graces my PC at home. Zarjaz, or something.” 
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The best game demos, the best applications and the best multimedia — only from PC FORMAT 
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Your essential guide to what’s on the coverdiscs 


Our fast, relial 
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Free unlim internet acces 
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- “ }} 10 ~~ Rally Championship 4 PrintMaster Publishing Suite 7 15 = BioDrummer 1.1 
name eee 12 International Football 2000 6 Music Maker DirectX 6.1 
| 13 MiG Alley 8 Music Studio Display Doctor 

j 14 AutoFTP Pro 2.0 More Space 3.09d 
— Also on the disc: Cyberview Image 4.5 Multimedia Builder 4.2 
te a Star Wars: The Phantom Menace, Intelli-Dial-UP 2000 QuickTime | 
Conditions apply ShadowMan, Independence War: Defiance, NetCaptor 5.0 WinZip 7 
Te Pandora’s Box, Arcade Pool 2 Net Monitor 1.0 Plus drivers for 3D cards | 


INSTALL © 


WELCOME TO INSTALL 


~_,..and welcome 
_ PC FORMAT’s 
new Technical 
— Editor, too! 


THAD IT PLANNED. I’D WIN THE 
confidence of my new colleagues by 
engaging all in a little Quake 3 frag 
fest, manage to hold my own, and 
demonstrate I really have what it 
takes. Having failed miserably I’m 
forced to resort to Plan B, that of 
churning out top-drawer coverdiscs 
since Tony’s ascension to On-line 
Editorial frivolity. I’d love to take 
credit for the awesome coverdiscs 
PC FORMAT has toiled to bring you, 
but it’s really been a team effort. 

PC FORMAT has no less than 
three exclusive demos this month, 
fronted by the eagerly awaited Rally 
Championship, the object of which 
is to negotiate perilous tracks under 
equally perilous conditions, retaining 
your limbs if possible. PC FORMAT 
exclusive International Football 2000 
features the team (excluding me) 
versus Germany, a brawl (excluding 
me) intended to re-address 30 years 
of penalty shoot-out hurt (excluding 
me). And MiG Alley, yes, another 
PCF exclusive, sees you taking to the 
skies to embark upon high-altitude 
dogfighting against all and any who 
dare invade your airspace. 

We've also secured unabridged 
copies of Print Master Publishing 
Suite (as sold for £19.95) and Music 
Studio, a fully fledged sequencer. The 
PCF coverdiscs are in for a major 
revamp over the coming months, 
making for even better content and 
a spruced-up interface. I’m interested 
in all your comments, so please send 
me your ideas, 


Andrew Lindsay 
Technical Editor 
andrew.lindsay@futurenet.co.uk 
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CD? THEN 
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ide to all the most 
i id crop up 


5 Park, Worthing Road, Southw 


id it requir 


ow to use the 


Every month we pick the best game demos, apps 
and shareware and shoe-horn them on to a CD. 


Getting started 

Installing programs from the PCF coverdisc is easy. 
We've created an easy-to-use menu that enables you 
to choose which programs to install. E: 
users might prefer to dive into Windows Explorer. 


<perienced 


Windows 95/98 users 

1. Put the disc in your CD-ROM drive. 

2. The PCF menu program should run 
automatically, but if you have Windows’ autorun 
feature disabled, click Start*Run and type in 
d:\pef.exe - replace ‘d’ with the letter of 
your CD-ROM drive as appropriate. 

3. The PC FORMAT menu runs and all you have 
to do is choose what to install - the programs in 
each section are listed on the opposite page. 


Windows 3.1 users 

1. Put the disc in your CD-ROM drive. 

2. In Program Manager, click FileRun and type 
in d:\pef£.exe —- replace ‘d’ with the letter of 
your CD-ROM drive as appropriate. 


TELL US WHAT YOU WANT 


py of your 


ed to find 
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atches on. 
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ert to them. 


Micro: sh s Within your 
\wind viously didn’t 
for 


PCF COVERDISCS 


PrintMaster and Magix Music Studio 
and Music Maker 

There are three full programs on this month’s extra 
he CD should run automatically, but if 


coverdisc 


it doesn’t, click Start*Run and enter d:\pef. exe 


- replace D with the letter of your CD-ROM drive 
as appropriate. On the menu, select whether you 

want to install PrintMaster, Music Studio or Musi¢ 
Maker then follow the program’s install procedure, 


The full edition of the superb PrintMaster resides gaily on this 


month's second disc. Follow the instructions above to begin. 


have a whizz-bang g 


le right whizz-bang g} 


ics card? Most 
sthana 


foodoo card 


Then try our new 


Wwww.futurenet.col 


nt advice 


x them on 


ON THE 


Use the interface to install the coverdiscs or open Windows Explorer 
and run the installation program from the directory below. 


Arcade Pool 2 
D:\games\arcade\arcade_poo!l_demo.exe 
Hidden and Dangerous patch 
D:\games\Hiddenpatch2007.exe 
Independence War 
D:\games\iw\iwdedemo.exe 
International Football 2000 
D:\msif2000\msif2000.exe 

MiG Alley 

D:\games\mig\migdemo.exe 

Pandora’s Box 
D:\games\pandora\pandemo.exe 
Phantom Menace 
D:\games\phantom\Phantommenace_demo.e 


xe 
Phantom Menace solution 
D:\games\Phantom Menace Solution.txt 
Rally Championship 
D:\games\rally\ral.exe 


Shadow Man 
D:\games\shadoman\setup.exe 

( ) 

~ a 

Compo 
D:\critical\competition page 100.htm 
FreeAmp 
D:\critical\freeAmpsetup.exe 
Sonique 
D:\critical\sonique\s1 00wma.exe 
Vikings 


Da\critical\wikings.exe 


AutoFTP Pro 2 
D:\wired\aft\setup.exe 
CompuServe 
D:\wired\csi\win16\setup.exe 
Cyberview Image 
D:\wired\cvi\cvi45 3ev.exe 
Demon Internet 
D:\wired\1pcformO\setup.exe 
Intelli Dial Up 
D:\wired\intelli\setup.exe 
NetCaptor 5 
D:\wired\netcap\ncs: 
Net Monitor 
D:\wired\fnm10.e 
RealPlayer G2 
D:\wired\realplayer\r32_g20_1.exe 
TweakDUN 
D\ \Twe 
Viscape 
D:\wired\viscape\Viscape Universal.exe 


up.exe 


\td_22s.exe 


— 


HOSPITAL 


= Creative 3D Blaster 2 drivers 
D\hospital\creative\3dbvw95.exe 
DirectX 6.1 
D:\hospital\directX\dx61eng.exe 
Display Doctor 
D:\hospital\display\sdd5 3a.exe 
FreqiD 
D:\hospitalidE NU04.exe 
Monster 3D drivers 
D:\hospital\Diamond\M 3d_110.exe 


Monster 3D II drivers 
D:\hospital\Diar d 
QuickTime (32-bit) 
D:\hospitaNQtwiqteasy32.exe 
QuickTime (16-bit) 
D\hospital\qtwiqt16.exe 
Remote Selector 
D:\hospital\remselecl6.exe 
Video for Windows 
D:\hospital\vfw\setup.exe 
Voodoo drivers 
D:\hospital\Voodoo\rkvg.exe 


M 3dii205.exe 


WinG 

D:\hospital\wing\setup.exe 
WinZip (32-bit) 
D:\hospital\winzip95\setup.exe 
Win32s 

D:\hospital\win32s\disk l\setup.exe 


BSP 

Da\tech\bsp\setup.exe 

Homesite 4 
D:\tech\homesite\homesite_401_eval.exe 
Levelfiles 

D:\tech\levelfiles.exe 

Nv3 Tweak 


D:\tech\nvtweak\nv3tw252.exe 
Paint Shop Pro 5 
D:\tech\psp5\psp503ev.exe 
PowerStrip 
D:\tech\pstrip\pstrip.exe 
Wally 
D:\tech\wally\wally_140b.exe 
Voodoo2 Overclock 
D:\tech\v20c1400.exe 
Voodoo3 Overclock 
D:\tech30c24.exe 


BioDrummer 
D:\share\Win95\bioDrummerdemosetup.exe 
More Space 
D:\share\Win95\mor 
Multimedia Builder 
D:\share\Win95\mmb\setup.exe 


tup.exe 
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FULL PROGRAMS! 


PUBLISHING SUITE 7.0% 


PrintMaster — 


Create your own professional- 
quality documents with this 
incredibly easy-to-use desktop- 
publishing program. 


TWISIC .. 
StUGIO 


Music Studio 
Make your very own phat sounds 
with this full sequencer program. 


Go on — rock a phat one like a 
funky flounder. 


TWIVSIL 
ITIULIN ET? 


Music Maker 


Create more monsta toons with 
this sample-based app. Rock like a 
roe that’s haddock it in da plaice. 
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4 Full program 


PRINTMAST 
PUBLISHING 
SUITE 7.00.03 


This month’s second disc boasts a top-notch publishing program. The 
PrintMaster Publishing Suite enables you to create a variety of documents, 
be they professional or just for fun. Creative talent not included. 


EW PEOPLE GET EXCITED 
about DTP applications. 
As software genres go, 
it doesn’t have a great 
reputation: say ‘DTP’ 
and most folk will think of the 
huge and complicated programs 
that dull corporate types use to 
produce their bland company 
newsletters. Yawn. 
Enter the trend-bucking 
PrintMaster Publishing Suite. 
It’s useful for a whole host of 


things, any one of which makes 
it worthy of installation on your 
PC. There are plenty of corporate 
applications (business cards, fax 
covers, brochures and so on), but 
there’s also lots of stuff for the 
rest of us — PrintMaster can 


rare occasions when the phrase 
‘something for everyone’ isn’t 
an exaggeration. 


Installing PrintMaster 
The PrintMaster installation 
process isn’t difficult, but it has 
a few quirks that you should 
bear in mind. For example, 
warning messages often appear 
in the background (behind the 


installation screen, so you can’t 
see them). If your installation 
seems to pause for a long time, 


press Alt+Tab to check for 


halfw: 


Serif DrawPlus 


ready to use. 


Getting started 


PrintMaster Hub. 


handle everything from birthday 
cards to Web pages, and a whole 


lot more. This is one of those 


The Art Gallery has over 12,000 images. 
We suggest you browse by category. 


missing dialog boxes. 

And don’t be afrighted when, 
through the process, 
another installation program 
starts — PrintMaster also installs 


Finally, an Event Reminder 
program is added to your Startup 
folder. Complete the installation 
program, allow it to restart your 
PC, and then PrintMaster will be 


The first thing you'll see when 
you start the program is the 
This is a 
simple dialog box with only 
six buttons, yet it’s the starting 


point for everything the program 
has to offer. 

Clicking on the Ready-Made 
button displays the Project 
Gallery, a collection of almost 
4,000 customisable templates. 
Businessfolk will appreciate 
the business card, brochure, 
faxes and forms sections, while 
the calendar, 
and Web site categories have 


ards, invitation 


Create your letter 


aa, 


PrintMaster comes with its own useful 
collection of tutorials. 


a more general appeal. Once 
selected, some of the templates 
(particularly the cards) can be 
printed immediately. You're likely 
to want to customise the rest, 
though, to which end plenty 
of tools have been provided. 
These include standard drawing, 
options (line, ellipse, freehand 
and so on), basic colour tools 
and a great deal more. 

We particularly like the 
Shape tool. This gives you a 


variety of arrows, stars, crosses 
and so on, which you c¢ 
to your design. As with any other 
object, PrintMaster enables you 
ze, rotate or position said 
addition. So far, so good, but the 
real fun comes with some of the 
other little applets that you can 
use with your design. 


n add 


to re: 


Included graphics 
Customising images is often a 
bit of a chore, but PrintMaster’s 
clever Cartoon-O-Matic feature 
removes a lot of the tedium. 

You begin by choosing a cartoon 
face from a selection of 15 (bird, 
clown, dragon, witch and so 
on). Then, by adjusting sliders, 
you're able to change such 
elements as expression, 
and face shape. It might not 


sound a lot, but considering 
how much time we spent playing 
with this bit when we should 
have been working, perhaps the 
seemingly limited selection has 
its advantages. 

There’s certainly no shortage 
of images in the Art Gallery, 
though. PrintMaster comes with 


over 12,000 graphics, so you're 
bound to find something to suit 
your needs, To avoid having to 

browse through the lot, you can 
divide images into categories 


ai 


When you need pro-level effects, Serif 
DrawPlus comes to your rescue. 


(animals, say), subcategories 
(dinosaurs) and tone (humorous, 
contemporary and so on). 

And if you want to use 
your own images, PrintMaster 
ept pictures from any 
TWAIN-compliant device (such 
as a scanner), or import graphics 


cana 


in any format you're likely to 
want (BMP, GIF, PhotoCD, TIFF, 
JPEG and so on). The integrated 
PhotoEnhancer applet enables 


you to compensate for possible 
problems with the picture. Like a 
mini version of Paint Shop Pro, it 


includes simple selection tools. 


well as enhancement options 
such as Soften and Sharpen. 
When creating a card for a 
special occasion, as well as 
finding the right image you'll 
want to use the most appropriate 


. PrintMaster has this 

‘ed, too — its Sentiment 
Gallery offers 1,956 different 
bilities. The quality is 
variable, but no more so than 

in your local greetings-card 
shop, and you're sure to find 
something you like here. You can 
s just like 
the images, so it doesn’t take 


categorise the phras 


long to find what you need. 
Remember we mentioned 

that PrintMaster also installs 

another application? Well, Serif 


Full program 5 


Enhance, SmartPa Window Help 


Not only can you add scanne 


in images and imported graphics to your projects, but 


PhotoEnhancer provides sophisticated editing tools, too. 


DrawPlus is an excellent piece 
of drawing software that you 
can run 
PrintMaster toolbar. Its large 
number of advanced features 
are ideal for when the norma 
PrintMaster tools aren’t enoug 
Don’t think that “ 
means “hard to use”, either — 
the tools we liked best were all 
rds. For example, the Fil 
rde 


y or from the 


parate 


ne 
vanced” 


ables you to apply 


classy radial or gradient fills 
to an image — with only a few 
And for that 


y professional look, 


mouse clicks, too. 


consumate 
the Curve Text wizard enables 
you to add text that flows along 
bends, circles or spirals. 


And there’s more... 

We've not yet mentioned the 
audio help function, where a 
friendly voice talks you through 
your options... Or the selection 
of hints, tips and mini tutorials 
that offer guidance on using the 
program. Nor have we discussed 


the many and varied printing 
configuration options, which are 
designed to give you complete 
control over the finished product. 
There’s not even enough 
space for us to tell you about the 
Address Book, where you can 
add family and friends’ details 
and be reminded of birthdays, 
anniversaries and the like. § 


won't mention it. Sorry. 

All you really need to 
remember is that PrintMaster is 
an essential tool for anyone who 
needs to do design work on his 
or her PC. There’s 
you're bound to find new ways 
to enhance your creativity. @D 


so much here, 


PRINTMASTER 
PUBLISHING SUITE 
7.00.03 


Minimum System 
Recommended: 


YOUR FIRST PRINTMASTER PROJECT POISED IEMs 


rintMaster Publishing S 


The PrintMaster Publishing Suite Hub is the 
starting point for all your projects, be they big, 
smallor medium-sized. Experienced users will 


doubtless be clicking on the button 
to start projects from scratch. PrintMaster virgins, 
on the other hand, are advised to kick off with 
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Step 1 


Step 2 


Next you'll see the full selection of thousands of 
prebuilt project templates — ready and waiting 
for you to load and customise. It’s easy to be 
overwhelmed by the choice, so simplify things by 
choosing a project type from the list box on the 
left (we've picked Letterheads). Find a template 
you like and double-click on it to start editing. 


Use one of the zoom options such as View Fit 
Window Width to make sure that you can see the 
text clearly. Just click the mouse over the text and 
you'll see a cursor appear. Move it around, delete 
the existing text and add your own details instead. 
Now all you have to do is print it out 100 times 
and you’re done. 


Select Add Cartoon-O-Matic Picture to launch 

this amusingly childish applet. To begin with, 

it'll give you a default face, but clicking on New 
presents a list of other cartoons for you to choose 
from. Santa isn't right for our Hallowe’en card, 
but the toothy, bile-green witch looks like she 
might fit the bil 


There are only 15 cartoon faces to choose from. 
This isn’t as limited as it sounds, though: by using 
the buttons in the top right of the dialog box, 
and the sliders below them, you can make any of 
the characters look very different. Alternatively, 
select File Random Face and the program will do 
the donkey work for you. 


Click on OK and the cartoon will/appear in the 
centre of your page. Resize it as you like, then use 
the text tools to add an appropriate greeting. And 
if you want to make things look really interesting, 
you can select Format Text Shape and try out some 
of the displayed options. Just fiddle around until 
you find one you like. 
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MUSIC 
MAKER 2 


Full program 


.OLE 


There’s no such thing as a bum note when it comes to this funkadelic full program from 


Magix — now everyone can be a master of the mix. Du, spin 


HETHER YOU THINK 
all songs sound the 
same nowadays or 


you can appreciate 

the difference 
between drum ’n’ bass and big 
beat, music maker is sure to 
bring out the Andrew Lloyd 
Webber van Helden in you. This 
sample-based audio-arranging 
app has a highly intuitive dra 
and-drop interface that'll have 


you producing great-sounding 
tracks in no time, especially if 
you follow our step-by-step 
walkthrough on the right. 

Install the program from 
this month’s second coverdisc, 
following the simple on-screen 
instructions and confirming your 
destination directory. Once 
you've started the software, the 
first thing you need to do is bring 
up the correct list of selectable 
WAV files on the left-hand side of 
the screen. Make sure you have 
the CD in your drive, then access 
it by clicking the appropriate 
letter. You find a folder called 


SEVEN STEPS TO HARMON 


Click on the Eraser icon and all the 
selected samples will be deleted 


2. If you want to zoom in or out from the 
main track area, click repeatedly on these 
magnifying glasses. 


3. There are two Play buttons, so you can 
either hear your work just one time or 
looped repeatedly. 


4, The Mix-down feature bounces 
everything to either one mono or two 
stereo tracks. 


5.The start and end markers can be 
easily moved hy dragging the inverted 
black triangles 

6. This is where all the action happens 


drag in your samples and arrange them 
as you wish 


7. Selecting the loops is easy 
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Loops — double-click on this to 
bring up a variety of music-style 
labels. All samples are divided 
into these categories, and in this 
instance we'll be using a few 
critters from the Acid folder. 


Track record 

Before you use a sample, it’s 
likely that you want to hear what 
it actually sounds 
like first — a click 
on the filename 
does the job. If 
you like the 
sound of a 
particular loop, 
it can be thrown 
into your musical 
melting pot by 
dragging it into 
any of the four tracks on the 
right. If you want to delete a 
loop, click it and a series of tiny 
rectangles round its border tells 
you that it has been selected. 
You can now get rid of it either 
by pressing the Eraser icon or 
simply by hitting [Del] on your 


The sound of a 
particular loop 
can be thrown 
into your musical 
melting pot 


keyboard. You can play your 
song either by pressing one of 
the two buttons on the upper 
toolbar (Normal or Looped) or 
by tapping [Space]. 

To determine where playback 
starts, simply move the S marker 
at the top of the track window — 
this can be achieved by dragging 
the inverted triangle with the 


mouse or just 
pressing one of 
the function keys. 
If you want to 
loop some or 

all of the track, 
you also have to 
drag the E (end 
marker) triangle 
to the appropriate 
point first. 

An important and useful 
feature of music maker is the 
Copy function, which enables you 
to create long passages of the 
same sample quickly. Select a 
sample and then press the Copy 
button on the upper toolbar or 
drag the loop to the required 


click on a WAV file to audition it, then drag it if you want to use it. 


those crazy-faced samples. 


Point while holding [Crrl]. This 
Saves time later and is a good 
Place to start sampling. 


Mother! The wasps! 
One of the best ways to add a 
little individuality to your work 
is to apply one or more of the 
supplied effects, including 
Reverb, Echo distortion and 
Filtering. Select a sample, which 
can be accessed and used by 
opening the Effects menu, Once 
again though, there is a shortcut: 
right-click the selected loop and 
the Effects list immediately 
Appears, so it only takes seconds 
to alter the character of any 
given loop radically, , 

One of the limitations of this 
rsion Of music maker is that 


you can only use four tracks, but 
it is possible to get round this 


restriction, Once you've filled the 


track window, click on the Mix 
down button and you're given 
the chance to save your work 
as one file that’s stored on your 
hard disk. : 


The seeds of sampling 
This now takes up only one 
track (or two if you're working 
in stereo) so you're free to add 
more parts. Alternatively, you 
could finish off by giving your 
mix a more professional sheen 
by fading it out towards the end, 
This can be easily achiey ed by 
selecting the mixed-down track, 
then dragging the top right-hand 
marker to the left, creating a 
downward volume slope. 

So, that’s the Casy stuff out 
of the way. Now all you need is 


a recording contract, (pcr) 


MUSIC MAKER 2.0LE 


Minimum System 
Recommended 


Memory Mode 
@ 44kHz C Stereo 
C 22kHz © iMone 


Cancel 
Help 


Volume 


C ode | 
| @ 6d 
C 12cB 


Step 1 


On opening up the software, you're presented with 
this dialog box which enables you to specify your 
audio preferences. Select the 44ICHz, mono (this gives 
Us more tracks to play with) and -6db options and 
we're ready to get down to business. 


Step 4 tet 


Click on the zoom-out magnifier a few times for an 
overview of the working area. Copy the drum sample 
by dragging and dropping while holding [Ctrl]. Do 
this up to and including bar 12. You need to move 
the end marker to bar 12 — this can also be dragged. 


Volume 
Distottion 


Backward 
Normalize 


Draw a box round the two guitar waveforms in track 
3 and then right-click on them to bring up the Effects 
menu. Change the volume to *2 then open the menu 
again and apply the Short reverb. Copy the whole 
thing once to bar 12. 


Step 10 


It seems that we're out of tracks, but there is a way 
to add more. Hit the Mix down button and you can 
bounce the entire arrangement down to one track. 
This frees up the other three, so you can add more 
parts to the song if you choose. 


PRODUCING YOUR FIRST SOUNDSCAPE WITH MUSIC MAKER 


Settings for new Arrangement 


Full program 7 


s 


See that blank grid? It represents the four tracks 
that we're going to fill with samples. On the left, 
you're able to access the CD-ROM and open up 
the Loops folder. Click open the Acid category and 
audition a few loops by clicking their file names. 


Time for a bounding bassline. Drag the bassa4.wav 
loop on to track 2 at bar 3. This takes up two bars, 
and we want to copy it to the end of the track (bar 
12) in the same way as before (drag while holding 
(Ctri]). Now we're really dropping a groove. Man. 


Step 8 


Only one track left, so we'd better make the most of 
it. Drag the agogoal.wav file to track 4 bar 1, then 
copy it at bar 3. This sample serves as a pleasant 
introduction and we still have some space left to 
add a couple of melody loops. 


Click on the whole mix in track one to select it and 
a series of rectangles should appear at the corners. 
Click the top-right one, then drag it back to bar 10. 
A downward-sloping line should appear and this 
symbolises a fade out. Play the song to hear it. 


Let’s start with the drums. Drag the dmloopa.wav 
label on to track 1 at bar 1 and you see that a 
waveform of the sample appears. Hit Play on the 
toolbar towards the top and you're able to hear what 
our rhythm sounds like. It’s a foot-tapper, isn't it? 


Add that 1970s’ funk feeling with some wah-wah 
guitar. Drag wahgta4.wav to track 3, bar 5 then place 
wahgtal.wav immediately after it at bar 7. Press Play 
and you find that these two samples fit snugly, both 
together and as part of the entire song. 


Place altobl.wav on track 4 at bar 5, then slot 

clarantl.wav after it at bar 7 (give this a right-click 
and change the volume to *2 again). Copy the two 
parts, and once again they can be placed to repeat 
to the end of the song. Listen and glow with pride. 


That’s about it. Do remember to save any changes 
that you make by clicking on the File menu and 
selecting the relevant option. There are plenty of 
samples on the CD and you\can import your own, 
though you have to match their tempos. 
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Full program 


MUSIC 


Create your own music from the ground up 
with this full sequencer program. A one, 
two, a one two three four... 


O CREATE MUSIC FROM 
scratch, you need some 
kind of sequencer, and 
music studio is just such 
a package. As well 
as being capable of recording 
external sound sources as digital 
audio, you can also edit and 
manipulate your samples in a 
variety of ways. 

When you start the program, 
your first port of call is the Audio 
setup dialog box. If you’re short 
of memory and hard disk space, 
it’s a good idea to work in mono 
at a lower sampling rate (22KHz) 


2 Vetus Working 
F Playback white A 


— this will also free up more 


tracks because when you work 
in stereo, a whole track is taken 
up by each channel. 

Before you make a recording, 
make sure you've selected the 
correct recording input in your 
Mixer control, and ensure that the 
level is set properly. Remember: 
hearing sound through your 
speakers does not guarantee 
that the recording input has 
ly calibrated, 

Once a sample has been 
recorded, it’s a good idea to test 
the real-time EQ facility that 


been corre 


as 


611013 


2 Grophic File white Recording 


STUDIO 


enables you to manipulate the 
sound of your project without 


altering the original samples. The 


frequency can be set by dragging 
the furthest left slider, then set 
the dB level that increases or 
decreases this. If you have 
anything less than a 486/66, the 
EQ won’t work, so set the dB to 
0 with the left slider. 

If you’re going to get the 
most out of music studio, you 
need to familiarise yourself with 
the concept of virtual projects. 
These form the framework of 
your arrangements, enabling you 
to take a selection of individual 
samples and use them to 
construct a complete song over 
up to four tracks. All processing 
conducted in these VIP windows, 
as they are known, is non- 
destructive, so the original loops 


[ora a necoen gf 7 Mecod ine: 


HO memory 


©. 611019 
Helo. 


are left intact. Once you've 
recorded your audio into the VIP, 
a right-click will activate it, and 
various manipulation procedures 
can now be conducted. An active 
sample is marked by a group of 
small boxes that appear round its 
border (known as handlers) and 
these can be moved using a right- 
click and d 
If you wa 


nt to move the 
entire loop, just drag it, while 
copying, is achieved simply by 
pulling out one of the lower 
handlers. A double right-click 
ample editing window, 


opens a 
and the middle mar 
the volume, As in viusic maker, 
the upper markers are used to 
create fade in and outs. All this 
is non-destructive, and changes 
can be undone using Undo. If you 
wish to copy an entire sample to 


r adjusts 


THANK THEM FOR 
THE MUSIC 


Every month, PC FORMAT‘ sister 
magazine Computer Music tells you 

all you need to know about making 
music with your computer (good job 
too, we reckon). So if you want to take 
your tunes to a higher plane (or just 


crank them up to an obscene level to 
annoy the old dear upstairs), make 
sure you get hold of the latest issue. 
Check it out on the electric Web at 
www.futurenet.com/computermusic 


another track, use the normal 
right-click drag and drop method 
while simultaneously holding 
down the [ctrl] button. 

Once you've got a few 
objects in your project, it’s 
possible to group them. Select 
them all by right-clicking while 
holding down [shift], then hit the 
Group function tab on the upper 
toolbar. This entire group can 
now be moved or copied just like 
an individual sample. You can 
also lock objects when you're 
satisfied with their position. And 
don’t forget that any VIP files 
you creé ‘ate in musi 
loaded into music maker. BD 


- studio can be 


» Save buttons 


enable you to 
quickly archive 
or retrieve 


2 Click on the 
appropriate 
magnifying glass 
to either zoom in 
) or out on the 
current window. 


3\The all- 
important 


Hl transport 
) controls: Play, 


Play looped 


) and Stop. 


4This is the main 
VIP window 
Where all your 
selected/samples 


can be arranged. 


SAI the ‘samples 


» in Use are shown 


)as minimised 
windows at 
the hottom of 
the display. 


») be adjusted by 


OF dragging 


TAKE CONTROL OF MUSIC STUDIO 


) 1 New, Open and rT 


Full program 9 


jou another sta 
y es from Magix. 


7 Adjust the EQ 
settings in real- 
time with these 
handy vertical 
sliders. 


6 The current 
Sampling rate can! 


selecting a preset 


he slider. 


) 8 Highlight an 


area, and you can 
apply any of 

these effects 

by clicking the 
Correct button. | 


Minimum System: 
Recommended: 


jecording 
EAMAGDOMUSSTU\op\NEW!. New 


[grease 
al 
 UAGDMUSSTUNVIPNEWS Hew. | =o 


Step 1 

Before we start editing and manipulating, we need 
to record some audio. When you start up, you’re 
asked to define your preferences in this dialog 
box. Select a stereo, RAM project at 44.1KHz. 


Faowaeuos Uopinei New. Mak Corson 


CAMAGONMUSSTUWVIPNEWN Hew .| Record | | Stop | 3 


Open up Windows’ Volume control and tick the 
appropriate recording input box. Click Monitor in 
music studio's dialog box, play the sound and set 
the recording level to peak in the red. 


Hit Record and you can play the sound you want. 
When you've finished, hit Stop and OK if you want 


to keep the recording. Your waveform appears in 
tracks 1 and 2 in the VIP window. 


Press Play and you hear your new sample. You can 
tidy this upand create a perfect loop by 
highlighting unwanted areas and! pressing) [del]: 
You may need’ to zoom in to do this accurately. 
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Right-click the sample and a group of markers 
appears round the border. Right-click and hold the 
one at the bottom right-hand corner, and this can 
he dragged out to create copies of the sample. 


Using the same techniques, you can now record 
additional samples and arrange them together in 
the VIP window. There are many more tools that 
can be used, too. Experiment and enjoy. 


We're going to take a sample and edit it using 

music studio’s tools. On a blank screen, go to the 
Project menu and highlight Import sample. Go to 
the coverdisc’s Loops folder and select a sample. 


You should now have a waveform window on the 
screen, so hit Play looped to hear it repeatedly. 
Meanwhile, fiddle with the real-time EQ sliders on 
the left and you can alter the sample’s character. 


With this done, there’s nothing to stop you 
applying more effects. Highlight the sample, hit 
Filter and you’re presented with another panel of 
sliders that can be tweaked and twiddled. 


Once you're happy, go to the Project menu and 
create a new virtual project . Highlight your 
sample and drag it into this new VIP window to 


create another arrangement that can be added to. 


Highlight the sample by clicking and dragging 
over all of it, then hit Reverb. This brings up a 

parameter adjustment window with a group of 
sliders to control the nature of the reverb. 


Step 6 


Alternatively, go to the Project menu and select 
Export sample. From here, your newly edited loop 
can he saved as a WAV file for use in another 
application, such as music maker. 
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Playable demo 


Playable demo 


11 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


EXCLUSIVE 


ITH THE RISE OF THAT 
speedy Scot Colin 
McRae, rally car 
racing has made 


something of a 
comeback recently. The presence 
of one or two recognisable 
personalities always does that 
for a sport (jailbait Ruskie Anna 
Kournikova has certainly caused 
a few heads to perk up and 
take notice of tennis), but with 
rallying there’s obviously so 
much more to it than that. 

For starters, it’s a sport 
that demands great skill and 
concentration — what with all 
those hairpin bends and 90- 
degree turns. And then there are 
the daredevil drivers. Most of 
these blokes are over 30, which 
seems pretty crumbly for a fast- 
paced sport like rallying, and they 
get to do for a living what every 
boyracer (wannabe or real) 
would love to. So, for that they 
get our utmost respect. Race- 
tastic Rally Championship is here 
to give you the opportunity to 
whizz, spin, smash and crash 
just like those 
brave elderly 
men behind the 
wheels of their 
machines. All the 
visceral thrills of 
the sport are in 
full effect in this 
playable demo 


version of the full to whizz 
fame on your 4 
smash an 


PC FORMAT 
coverdise, It is a 

demo version, so the controls 
are really simple ~ left, right, 
accelerate and brake only — but 


o7:28105 


Okay, here’s a nice speed-encouraging 
straight, so put your foot to the floor... 
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Race-tastic Rally 
Championship is 
here to give you 
the opportunity 


There's no: handbrake a 

control, so cornering 

in Rally Championship _ 
frvisia risky busitiess. 


this is a great taster of the full 
game. Besides, you'll probably 
have a hard-enough time just 
keeping your 
motor on the track 
to be worried 
about manua 
gears, handbrake 
and all that 
malarkey. There’s 
also some rather 

gorgeous detailed 
scenery for you to 
take in, too. Just 


spin, 
d crash look at the buns 
on that... Er, that 


cow. Just like the real thing, you 
are accompanied on your bonkers 
cross-country treks by a trusty 


pice 
FE mt) | 
— ee 


nae 
«making sure you don’t overdo it — 
those corners sure appear mighty fast... 


— 


All the vehicles are 
modelled on the 


navigator, who real McCoy. 


is always ready 
and willing to 


give you advice 


on your next 
course of action. 
As you approach 
bends and turns 
in the road, your 
navigator gives 
you fair warning 
about which 
way and how much you're going 
to have to turn the wheel to get 

y around the bend. Arrows 


safely 
also flash in the centre of the 
screen, pointing you in the right 
direction, and for those confusing 
moments there’s a compass/map 


.. ah, just look at that grass sway in the 
breeze. The terrains all look realistic... 


pCFormat There's nothing quite like the thrill of bombing down dusty back-roads and 
trails in a nippy motor. Here’s your chance to do just that — legally. 


thingy to the bottom-right of 


your view. So, no excuses for 
getting lost in Farmer Brown's 
cow field, then. 

Do remember that this is 
rally car racing and not your 
ordinary PC racing sim. The 


.. ooh, and here’s the choice of cars for 
you to drive like a crazed speed goat. 


SS me 


Hoo har! It's the start of the race and your feet are sweating with excitement. Quick, 
change your socks — those butterscotch ones will do the job. There. Now you're ready. 


cracked-up joyriding nutter - 
you'll only flip the car and end 
up flat on your back with your 
wheels spinning frantically in the 
air. An old rally car racing tip is 
to enter the bend slowly on the 


track can be treacherous at times. 
Some of the surfaces are rocky 
and littered with deep holes, so 
make sure you let up on the gas 
as you approach them. To 
navigate this type of surface 


scat Ty to resist the 
Poceee Temptation: (0 
whizz round them 
like a cracked-up 
joyriding nutter 


on the accelerator and bomb it 
out the bend. This is known as 
the ‘slow in, fast out’ and, if done 


outside and as 
you take the bend 
start to move 
towards the 
inside. Once your 
motor is facing 
straight towards 
the road on the 


occasionally 

to keep up a 
moderate speed 
over the bumps other side of the 
and rocks. bend, put your 
The same sort foot right down 
of caution should be taken when 
approaching major bends in the 
road. Try to resist the temptation 


to whizz round them like a 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


right, it should work a treat. 


{z), (<1, [Left Arrow] key 
(xJ, [>], (Right Arrow] key 
(qj, (J, LUp Arrow] key 
(al, (71, [Down Arrow] key 


(FI) 
[F21 
(E31 
(F417 
{E51 


[E71 
CF8] 
0F9] 
(F10) 


£ (ya 


Mind, if you think this sort of 

approach to rallying is for pasty- 
faced saps, there is another much 
more hazardous w 


y to get your 
motor round the bends. 

There’s no handbrake control 
as such in this version of Rally 
Championship, but there is a 
way to simulate its pant-soiling 
effects. You should probably 
snow that this won’t always 
work and it might take a fair bit 
of practice before you get it right. 
As you approach a bend, ignore 
what we've just told you and 
<eep your speed up — not too 
fast, though; you could land your 
car on its roof if your wheels clip 
a nasty part of the bend. 

When you're entering the 
bend, tap on the brake as you 


wrench the wheel in the direction 
of the turn. Your back wheels 
should spin out from behind you 
and your motor will veer towards 
your destination. Controlling the 
car at this point is ve 
the chances of it all going wrong 
are rather high. 

Well, that’s about it, then. 
Oh, yes, one more thing. The 
scenery around these country 


tracks is jolly nice but remember 


to keep your eyes on the road. 
It’s best not to get too close to 
trees and gates. Hit one of these 
beauties at moderate speed and 
you'll probably just hear a 
strangely satisfying dull thud and 
put a dent in your bonnet; go 
head-to-head too fast and you're 
bound to flip the motor. Gates 
can be tricky to get past and you 


Slow down, Bruce! The perils of foolhardy pedal-punching can be seen here as we 
skid dangerously close to a warren of rabbits resi 


ing in an adjacent dingly dell. 


Okay, you should have had time to 
get used to the controls by now. 
Time for a wee challenge. On 
the title screen of the Rally 
Championship demo, you may notice 
the default best track time: 15 
minutes. We've had a few spins out 
there and we reckon that you lot 
should be able to shave at least a 
couple of minutes off that record. 

But how? Follow the general 
directions we gave you above about 
getting round those bends and, as 
basic as it may sound, try to stay on 
the track — that means no crazy-ass 
heroics. By all means, put the pedal 
to the metal on the occasional 
straights but tread with caution 
on the rougher surfaces and, of 
course, on those bends. 

Right, 13 minutes, then. Start 
your engines, gentlemen. 


seem to be able to snag your car 
on the mothers — so try and get 
past them without any contact. 
If you do get stuck, try reversing 
back a few 
forwards, away from the gate 
until you're clear. 


That’s it. Happy driving. @D 


yards and moving 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Minimum System: 


Recommended: 
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Playable demo 


INTERNATIONAL 
000 


FOOTBALL 


meniwha wont Rot 


pcForma 


USIVE 


Your one and only chance to score with a 
member of the PC FORMAT crew. Although, 
to be fair, Dave Perrett’s always up for it. 


thanks to Microsoft’s trial version 
of International Football 2000, 
developed by Rage and brought 
to you exclusively by PCF. The 


- 


Ron Atkinson and Jon Pierce provide the commentary for this clash of Titans at Kiev 
Stadium. The weather's clear and the pitch is in good condition. Kick off! 


Our preferred method of control is 
undoubtedly a Microsoft SideWinder 
joypad, but failing that the keyboard 
works like this: 


[Arrow] keys 


After you've scored a cracking goal, you 
can control the replay from the joypad. 


Our stunning magazine line-up boasts a 
timeless 4-4-2 formation. 


and Hutchinson at the front. 
The genuine pair don’t look half 
as handsome as their virtual 


Click on the Next icon on 
every screen then choose your 
controller option and which side 
you want to be. If you have a 
mate, you can indulge in some 
two-player action, otherwise it’s 
up to your conscience to decide 
between PCF and Germany. Pick 
your side, click on Next, and 
prepare for soccer insanity. 

PC FORMAT is playing a 
solid 4-4-2 line-up, with Perrett 


HE CROWD IN KIEV STADIUM 
roars as the players march 
black and gold come the public’s 
heroes, the game runs straight 
Not even Rage’s 
A-team, led by don’t worry about 
captain Richard having to install 
be playing in goal deal with the view screen, click 
today. It’s an on Training. This 
the world’s best- p g g y ly empty pitch 
selling PC leisure somewhere in 
on the world’s most German you'll learn how to shoot, before 
nation. And you’re in control, you take to the competition itself. 
comfortable joypad but if you 
must use the keyboard, this is the 
the keys. See the Keys box for a 
full button listing. 
buttons — pass and shoot - and 
the longer you hold one down, 
the direction keys while holding 
down a kick button to fine-tune 
ready to take on the big boys, 
skip back to the main options 


on to the grass! Dressed in 
PC FORMAT from the CD so 
3D engine can bw 
Longhurst who'll it. From the main 
historic face-off, takes you to an 
5, 
PC leisure Of PCF's forwards 
magazine taking Somerset where 
We recommend the use of a nice 
place to familiarise yourself with 
Essentially, there are two 
the harder you kick the ball. Use 
the ball’s angle. When you're 
screen and hit New Friendly. 


counterparts, because not even 


[Esc] 


Rage’s 3D engine can deal with 
the pug-ugly reality of PCF's 
forwards. Attempting to run 
straight up to the goalie and kick 
the ball directly at him will not 
lead to victory. Instead, use the 
wings to create space at the edge 
of the box, pass frequently and 
position men so that a good cross 


25:32 PC Format 0 - 0 Germony 


always leads to a volleyed goal. 
The full game is condensed into 
two minutes, and afterwards the 
computer will nominate a man- 
of-the-match. Try to make sure 
it’s one of the PCF boys, eh? @D 


INTERNATIONAL 
FOOTBALL 2000 


Hit the Change button during a corner and you skip to the player on 
the receiving end, enabling you to fine-tune their positioning. 
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Minimum System 
Recommended: 


a 


Playable demo 


MIG ALLEY 


Fly above the clouds then drop on to your foe when the sun’s in 
his eyes. The old tactics are the best, even against Russian MiGs. 


PART FROM THE F. 4AT 

M.A.S.H. was set there, 

popular culture has little 
time for the Korean conflict. 
Next to Vietnam, the collision 
of the UN and Communist forces 
in North Korea has seen scant 
attention in recent years. But 
military historians regard it as 
one of the most exciting periods 
of modern warfare, mostly 
because of the huge technical 


Dots at the edges of the screen indicate 
where your opponents are. Shoot them. 


Painting faces on our 
aeroplane is neither big 


. nor clever. 
advancements which were made 


between 1950-1953. 

As you're about to discover, 
foremost amongst these was the 
jet plane. Prop driven aeroplanes 
were used throughout World 
War II, but in Korea both sides 
launched high-speed alternatives. 
Despite Western propaganda, 
Russian MiG aircraft actually 
outnumbered and outperformed 
the top-end UN and NATO craft 
-a bummer for you in your little 
US FU-941. 

An additi 
that projectile weaponry had 


mission is just to shoot down all 
the enemies. The 
upper-left tracks your opponents 


use. On page 80 you can read 
our definitive review of Rowan’s radar in the 


attempt to simulate those times, 


as red lines, which also indicates 
how far above or below you a 
target is. You can fly using the 
[Arrow] keys, but 
we recommend 


but for now we want you to 
test-drive one of these flying 
deathtraps. Kick off by selecting 


ioe you We want you to 
scockpi, test-drive one 

of these flying 

agalhitaps eee 


patrolling the 
airspace above 
Pyongyang City. 
If you hit [M], 
you'll be taken 
Weapon on your US FU-941, a 
little ack-ack machine gun which 
the [Space] key fires up. 
Much of North Korea is 
covered with mountains or jungle 
terrain, providing cover for low- 


Realistic physics mean that if you pull 
a stunt such as this, you'll black out. 


a different story. Pyongyang 


is in a flat river plain and you 
find little tactical terrain above 
the suburbs. Use the clouds: fly 


a good 
The box 
below indicates 


you use 


joyst 


as high and steep as you can 
without blacking out. Then slow 
down to turn fast and zoom 


the key set, which 
is the usual flight- 


al challenge is 


straight at your blue sky-duelling 

partner with your guns blazing. 
If you get a hole in your 

fuselage, the only thing you can 

do is hit [Ctrl} and [E] to eject 

— then sit back and watch the 

bustling Korean city jump up 

to swallow you. @ 


barely advanced since the mid- 
40s, and wing-mounted machine 
guns remained the norm. Missiles 
were years away from regular 


to the map screen where your 
waypoints are highlighted, but 
don’t dally because within 
seconds you find 
yourself confronted by 
North Korean planes. 
The object of this 


Jet planes first saw proper 
active service over Korea, 
with the American F86 
Sabre, F84 Thunderjet and 
the F80 Shooting Star up 
against the MiG’15. 


level combat, but the cities are 


In the full game, as 
reviewed on page 
80, you will be able 
to make strafing 
runs on airfields 
across North 
Korean territory. 


TANCES TION. 


We recommend you use a rather 
sturdy joystick, but the [Arrow] keys 
do just as well. You'll also need to 
be pressing. 


{Ctri] + [E] 
latina 
(F7 d 
(F8) 
is Minimum System: 
ee 2 Recommended: 


PC FORMAT October 1999 


{F12] 
Ait] + EX] 


14 


THE PCF 


For PC owners who want it all 


ormat 


INTERNET TOOLKIT 


Enhance your Internet experience with the pick of this month's new software. 


CYBERVIEW IMAGE 4.5.3 


OsT NET USERS DON’T LIKE 

to wait too long for a 

page to load, so if your 
Web page contains graphics they 
need to be as small as possible. 
Web page designers soon learn 
to use JPEG instead of GIF files 
for photographs or other 
complex images; and applications 
such as PaintShop Pro enable 
you to adjust the compression of 
JPEG files to make them even 
smaller. But if you think that’s 
the end of the story, you’re 
wrong — Cyber View Image 


enables you to squeeze even more 
compression out of just about 
any image you like. 

When you use the program’s 
image browser to locate the 
JPEG file you want to work on, 
you'll see that two copies of the 
image are displayed. The first is 
the original, and remains 


constant. The second changes 


Select your 
connection 
type, make 
a note of 
the original 
values, 
click on 
Apply to 
optimise 
them, then 
Close. 


Diagnosing Windows dial-up 
networking problems can be 
complex, and the parameters you 
can change in dialog boxes are 
only half the story. There’s 
another group of settings, hidden 
deep in the Registry, that control 
the way your connection works. 

You can improve your 
connection speed by adjusting 
these settings, but Inte/li-Dial- 
UP enables you to optimise your 
connection with just a few 
mouse clicks. Remember to 
make a note of the original 
values of all the settings it 
changes, so you can restore them 
later if you need to. 


INTELLI-DIAL-UP 2000 


SkyLam Free 
On the Web: www.skylam.com 


Minimum System: Windows 95, dial-up 
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dynamically as you adjust the 
image compression factor. You 
can also see the size of the new 
image on the status bar, making 
it easy to achieve a balance 
between quality and file size. 
Better still, you can display a 
third window, showing you what 
the image looks like in the 8-bit 
colour Web-safe palette. This 


The simplest way to reduce the size of an image 
is to reduce the compression factor. However, if 
you do this for the whole image, areas of detail, 


such as the text, can easily be lost. 


NetCaptor 5.0 

Several browsers use Internet 
Explorer as their browsing 
engine — NeoPlanet for example. 
NetCaptor does too, but it’s more 
than just a front end, as it has 
some useful features of its own. 
One of its best ideas is the 
CaptorGroup which is a list of 
sites that you want to view 
together. Click on the list, and 
NetCaptor loads all the different 
sites simultaneously. You can 
then switch between them 

using a tabbed toolbar. Add 
PopupCaptor, which enables you 
to automatically close any popup 
browser windows, and you have 
an interesting new application. 


NetCaptor can download multiple 
Web sites with a single mouse click. 


NETCAPTOR 5.0 


Stilesoft Inc. Free 
On the Web: www.netcaptor.com 


Minimum System: Windows 95 


enables you to ensure that the 
graphic still looks good, even for 
visitors to your site who are only 
using a 256-colour display mode. 

So far, so good, but if you’ve 
tinkered with JPEG compression 
factors before, you'll know that 
you can only reduce the quality 
so far. Go any further, and the 
fine detail gets blurred, and any 
V Using the masking tools, 
you can protect the text, or 
any other area of detail. 
The rest of the image can 
be further compressed, 


resulting in a smaller, 
better quality picture. 


Net Monitor 
doesn’t do 
anything new, but 
it does it a lot 
more attractively. 


We all suffer 

from slow 

Internet 

connection 

speeds from 

time to time — 

but do you 

know why? Wet Monitor will tell 
you. A True Speed option tests 
how fast your connection really 
is (though the results can vary, 
so you'll need to use it several 
times and take an average). Or 
perhaps the site you want is just 
a long way away? The ‘# of 
hops’ figure tells you how many 
servers you have to pass through 
to reach your target URL — the 
more hops, the more chance of 
delays. It’s all basic stuff, but 
attractively presented. Net 
Monitor belongs in everyone’s 
Internet toolkit. 


NET MONITOR 1.0 


KissCo Software Free 
On the Web: www.kisco.com 


Minimum System: Windows 95, dial-up 
connection 


text on the image becomes 
unreadable. 


yberview Image 
resolves this problem by enabling 
you to selectively compress 
different areas of an image. The 
fine detail is protected, while 
everything else is compressed to 
the max, without any noticeable 
loss of quality. 

Graphics experts will 
appreciate some of the other 
features, such as the way 
Cyberview Image enables you to 
control compression precisely, 
with different sliders for both 
Luma (intensity) and Chroma 
(colour) components of the 
image. You don’t need to 
understand the finer points of 
colour theory — simply tweak the 
sliders until you get the best 
picture, with the smallest size. 


CYBERVIEW IMAGE 
4.5.3 


Cyberview Corporation $29.95 
On the Web: www.cyberviewcd.com 
Minimum System: 486, 16Mb, Windows 95 


AutoFTP Pro 2.0 


Does the world really need 
another FTP program? Yes, if 
you want to automate your 
uploads and downloads. 

AutoF TP Pro enables you to 
schedule all your FTP activities 
to transfer files overnight, taking 
advantage of faster connection 
and lower call charges. The 
program will automatically dial 
your ISP, upload or download 
files, and disconnect when it’s 
finished. If the connection is too 
slow, you can even configure 
AutoF TP Pro to abort the 
transfer, and try again. 


The familiar Explorer-like interface, 
and drag-and-drop support makes 
AutoF TP Pro easy to use. 


AUTOFTP PRO 2.0 


PrimaSoft Free 
On the Web: www.primasoft.com 


Minimum System: Windows 95 


SHAREWARE 


Get more disk space, create powerful presentations and make your 
own dance music. It’s try-before-you-buy time... 


HAVE MORE SPACE, MAN 


ARE YOU SHORT OF HARD DISK 
space? Typical hard disk sizes are 
now hundreds of times greater 
than they were 10 years ago but, 
unfortunately, so are most games 
and applications. 

When you have gigabytes of 
hard disk space, and thousands 
of files, it’s hard to make sure 
your system’s optimised. More 
Space 3.09d is a utility designed 
to help you free up disk space, 
using two different approaches. 


The first method is direct — 
the program scans your system 
for files which might be surplus 


to requirements. These include 


Internet browser cache folders, 
temporary files, and duplicate 
files. The second approach is 
more speculative — it tries to find 
the general areas where you 
should concentrate your efforts. 
a File Hog option that 
shows you the largest files on 


There’s 


your system, for example, or you 
h for files that haven't 
essed for a while. 


can sea 
been a 

Safety is paramount with 
programs such as thes 
Space 3.09d has a Safe I 
feature. Here you can list folders 


so More 


arbor 


and files that you don’t want it to 
touch, You can override these 


More Space 3.09d helps you analyse 
how your disk space is being used. 


later, but it’s a useful protection 
against accidental deletions. 


More Space 3.09d 
$20 from Contact Plus Corporation 
www.contactplus.com 


IMPROVE MY PRESENTATIONS | 


Multimedia 
Builder 
enables you 
to use fancy 
graphics on 
== your Web 
pages. 


IN A SOFTWARE WORLD DOMINATED 
by large corporations, it’s good 
to find a shareware program that 
can compete with the best. 
Multimedia Builder is a powerful 
presentation package with many 
corporate uses: for example, it 
can create front ends for software 


MAKE 


“THERE’RE NO GOOD TUNES ANY 
more”, “It’s just noise”, and 
“You can’t hear the words” 


typical reaction of grandparents 


— the 


to any song written in the last 40 
years. You valiantly attempt to 
defend modern songwriting skills, 
but the sound on the radio of the 
latest single from the Vengaboys 
scuppers your argument. 

Thanks to the development 
of music software, however, it’s 
never been easier for the 
artistically untalented to produce 
tunes that sound impressive. 

BioDrummer, for example, is 
an excellent way to produce basic 
percussion rhythm tracks, 
without the need for any musical 
skills. The program is based 


CDs, demonstration programs 
for exhibitions, or tutorial 
systems. But there’s plenty of fun 
for the rest of us, too: how about 
your own customised MP3 or 
CD player; a file launcher or 
toolbar that works just as you 
want; or an animated message 
for distant relatives, complete 
with scanned-in photos? 
Multimedia Builder takes a 
visual approach. Simply choose 
elements such as buttons and 
bitmaps from a toolbar, and 
draw them on your page. Each 


element is then assigned an 
action. You can also trigger 
sounds, video clips, play MP3 
files or regular CD audio tracks. 


Selecting File*New from 


Template enables you to create 
specific types of customisable 
presentation immediately. You 
can also download examples of 
other people’s work from the 
Multimedia Builder Web site. 


Multimedia Builder 4.2 
$45 from Media Chance 
www.mediachance.com 


BEAUTIFUL MUSIC — 


around the concept of layers. You 
start with one layer and choose 
an instrument from the many 
provided, Clicking on the Add 
Note button adds a note in your 
selected instrument, which then 
plays in the background. If you 
like it, keep it, or try again. 
When you're happy with your 


cam If your first 
BioDrummer efforts 
sound less like The 
Chemical Brothers and 
more like The Chuckle 
Brothers, do not 
despair - use 
File*Open to load one 
of the nine samples 
provided, for 
inspiration (we liked 
sample02.bio best). 


one; select another 
instrument and 
repeat the process. 
As you get more 
confident you can 
change tempo, bars 
and so on, and mix 
each layer’s balance 
and volume. 

If you register 
BioDrummer, you can even 
export your tunes in WAV form, 
to use as samples in other music 
programs. One day you could be 
as good as the Vengaboys. 


BioDrummer 1.1 
$29.95 from Triptoys 


www.triptoys.com 


first layer, add a new 
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THE HOSPITAL 


Creative 3D 

Blaster Voodoo2 

You've got the yummy Creative 3D 
Blaster Voodoo2 adaptor. Here are 
the latest sizzling Windows drivers 
for this particular 3dfx card. 


Diamond Monster 

3D Il drivers 

If you’re using the Diamond 
Monster 3D II adaptor, Windows 
will like you more if you install 
these drivers. Note that they 
expect you to have DirectX 6 
already installed. 


DirectX 6.1 


Now up to version 6.1, Microsoft's 
DirectX is essential for running 
most Windows 95 games — but 

if it conflicts with your graphics 
adaptor, you may find that Windows 
will no longer start up properly, or 
indeed at all. To fix this problem, 
you need to r 
graphics drivers, so make sure you 
have them handy on a floppy disk. 


stall your old 


Display Doctor 

If you can’t run a high-resolution 
DOS-based game, it might be 
because your graphics adaptor isn’t 
fully VESA-compatible. SciTech’s 
redoubtable Display Doctor will 
custom-make a UniVBE driver 


for your graphics card. 


Glide 3.01 drivers 

If you're using a Voodoo 3D 
graphics adaptor, then you should 
install these drivers now to 
ensure compatibility with the 
latest games. 


Monster 3D drivers 

If the Monster 3D graphics card is 
your graphics card of choice, then 
bring it bang up-to-date with the 
latest drivers downloadable. 


QuickTime 

QuickTime movie drivers are 
required by most multimedia 
applications these days. If you 
don’t have them already, install 
them right now. 


WinZip 7 

If you want to compress and 
archive data on your hard disk, 
WinZip makes this as graphical 
and painless as possible. 
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Get squillions (well, hundreds of | 


To order 


As a PC FORMAT reader, all this is yours for £44.95, a good £15 less than 
the normal retail price of £59.95. Just phone = 01458 271129 and quote 
reference PMP. The price includes VAT and delivery. 


READER OFFERS 


ain't. That's PrintMaster Platinum. You can still create the best 
greetings cards, newsletters, signs, flyers and invitations, but 
with Platinum you'll have over 100 times the number of images 
and templates to do it with. Over 120,000 graphics, 25,000 photographs 
(including some from National Geographic) and 8,000 templates are yours 
for the using. There's even animated artwork for your Web page 


Diamond — The Innovators of Market 
Firsts and Market Leading Products 


llomeFree 


thousands) more images with / 
PrintMaster 7.0 Platinum. 


FTER PLAYING WITH THE EXCELLENT PainTMAsTeR GOLD ON 
this month's coverdisc, you might think it was the last 


word in template-based print shenanigans. Well, it 


Rio is the first worldwide portable music player to play music 


tracks from MP3 files — the most popular music file format on the 


Internet. Or using the software included with Rio, MP3 files can 


also be made legally from CDs’. 


Stock up your 
software library with 
these great-price 
special offers 
courtesy of the 
Learning Company. 
TO ORDER, CALL THE 


PC FORMAT HOTLINE 
ON @ 01458 271129 


Alternatively, e-mail 
subs@futurenet.co.uk 
Overseas orders please 


add £2 for delivery in 
Europe, or £3 for the 
rest of the world 


Note: prices include P&P and VAT. 


It’s the personal stereo that fits in a shirt pocket, weighs less than 


a mouse and never skips. With 32MB of on-board rewritable 


memory, Rio can store up to 60 minutes of digital music, or double 


when you add a 32Mb smart card. Also included is a preset graphic 


equaliser with 4 settings, headphones, digital display, random and 


repeat playback modes. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA" 
ANIMALS AN? 


JUST £21.99 


Learn to type with an expert. Mavis Beacon 
is the queen of typing tutors. Over the years 
she's taught over six million people to type 
on their PCs. This latest version of the 
Program brings you Mavis’ Adaptive 
Response Technology, and as she teaches 
you to touch-type, Mavis will correct your 
faults and entertain you with colourful 
typing games 

Please quote code: MBTT9 


JUST £24.99 

This disc is surely a must for all animal 

and wildlife enthusiasts. Some 700 separate 
animal species are featured, with multimedia 
that enables you to explore environments from 
the deepest tropical jungles to arctic wastes 
There are 13 panoramic biomes to visit, 80 
video stories to view and a whopping 1,470 
photos of animals in action. You'll soon be 
able to distinguish crocs from gators 
Please quote code: EAN 


JUST £24.99 


The Oxford T; ° 
xford Talking Dio www.diamondmm.co.uk 


01189 444477 


applications of Muttimedia nee Most usefil 
Along with 100.000 pronunaeaenn tains 
features a dictionary 0 
300,000 synonyms, plus photos and maps 
Its advanced features Make it a great way to 
explore the English language, and it will 
work on anything from a 486 and up 
Please quote code: OTD 


Addicted to Winning Reviews 


©1999 Diamond 


caulicatian of CDs for persona use is prohibit 


you may not re-post recordings 


version. Al ight 


GAMEPLAY 


If you bought every issue of PC FORMAT at £4.99 a pop, you'd have spent almost £500 on magazines. 
Money which you'd probably have spent on booze and gambling. See how we've saved you from yourself? 


Fantastic flying freebies 


THERE’S SO MUCH FREE STUFF SPILLING OUT OF THIS ISSUE 
already that it seems over-generous to give anything else 
away. But that’s what we're doing with the help of the kind 
simulation folk at Nova Logic. If you’re still playing the 
F-22 Lightning 3 demo from issue 98 and can’t wait until 
we review the full game (should be next issue), you can win 
one ahead of schedule. We have five limited-edition 
Flight Kits to give away, and each one contains an F 
T-shirt, an F-22 flying helmet, a copy of F-22 Lightning 3 
and a microphone headset compatible with Voice-Over-Net 
technology. How can you win one of these packs? Simply 


complete this sentence in no more than 30 words: “I would 
never be allowed to fly a real plane because...” Answers on 
a postcard to Fantastic Flying Freebies, PC FORMAT, 30 


Go a-wandering 
Beyond the hype- ipa 
generating news that : 
David Bowie will be Ve as 
providing the music, 

more news is emerging 
about The Nomad Soul 
every day. The 3D cyber- 
fantasy adventure casts 
you as Kay’l, a cop with beens . 
a memory problem who 

awakes to find his city 
Omikron under siege by 
the demonic minions of 
Astaroth. He also discovers that death is not the end as 


Giant robot troopers like this one 
keep the peace, RoboCop-style, in 
Omikron. Keep your head down. 


GAMEPLAY [i 


Tachyon: Beyond the Fringe 
Driver 

Extreme Biker 

Quake 3: Arena 


80 MiG Alley 

86 Unreal Tournament 

91 Fighting Steel 
International Football 2000 
Pizza Syndicate 

9 Jagged Alliance 2 


72 
73 
75 
76 


wowwo 


his soul becomes capable of possessing living bodies once 
freed from its shell. “This is called Virtual Reincarnation,” 


Monmouth Street, Bath, UK BA1 2BW or by e-mail to 
pefmail@futurenet.co.uk. In the meantime, if you want 


100FA Premier League Stars 
102Cutthroats 


a ag 
ur 


A 


It had to happen eventually, and what 
better time than issue 100? After nearly 
three years, I am to leave the hallowed 
chambers of the Gameplay section and 
seek employment elsewhere. Contrary 
to rumours, I have not been sacked 
after smacking Mr Longhurst down in 
a manic Quake 3 Test bout. Instead, I 
am leaving to become the editor of a 
new magazine - it’s for kids, if you’re 
interested. Rest assured, I'll still be 
visiting the office to make sure the 
team is behaving in a seemly manner, 
and I'll be dropping by the PCF forum 
to ensure all is tickety-boo on-line. 

So what are my fondest memories? 
Visiting George Lucas’ Skywalker Ranch 
to get the lowdown on X-Wing Alliance, 
perhaps. Or the night-time trip to a 
secret location to see an early version 
of Quake 2. Maybe my stag party in 
London when the team drove around in 
a limo and leered at those who doubted 
our rock-star fame. Happy memories. 

It’s good to go out with a bang 
and this month is an amazing issue for 
game-players. Rally Championship, MiG 
Alley, Unreal Tournament, Cutthroats, 
Heavy Gear 2... the office has rarely 
seen such a collection of superb titles 
at once. I’ve had so much fun, it’s a 
shame to go. But go I must: so goodbye, 
farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, goodnight. 


David Br 


Erstwhile Games Editor 


e PC FORMAT review policy # 


Here at PC FORMAT 


we pride ourselves 


on providing the 
best buying 

Cp kK 
¢ 


advice in the 
business. If a 
game’s no good, 
we tell you. We 
won't give it a high 
mark just to avoid upsetting 

a software house. We only review finished 
games, which means that, while ours might 
not be the first review, it will be the most 
accurate — the game we review is the one 
you buy in the shop. It’s also a considerable 
achievement for a title to score in the 80s. 
For one to score 90 per cent or more, it has 
to be adored by the whole team and if it 
requires a souped-up machine to run, then it 
needs to do something very special indeed. 
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RUG PUSHERS, FBI AGENTS AND 
Hare Krishna singers: it can only 
be the return of the game which 


had the MPs choking on their own 
disgust. DMA’s Grand Theft Auto 2 is 
set for a late-October release and will 
remain a top-down festival of street 
crime. As well as a new visual engine, 
the main intention is to enhance the 


Although it remains a top-down game, the 3D engine boasts 
complex particle effects that make explosions kick arse. 


Flight Simulator is one of the PC’s 
strongest brands and Konami would 
be rather foolish not to exploit it. 


atmosphere of a crowded, living 
metropolis. Instead of three cities 
across America, all events now take 
place in one dark, sinister town on 


the verge of a breakdown caused by 


political corruption and gang warfare. 


Retro cars and industrial complexes 
will give the game an apoca 


and the population will be even more 


Missions in GTA 
implied the existence 
of organised gangs, but 
in Grand Theft Auto 2 
these will be operating, 
independently of your 
current objectives. 
Hardcore posses will 
go about their business 
even if you steer clear 


the missions, so before 


to earn their respect by 


oy 


yptic feel, 


independent than before. 


completely. It will be the 
mobs that now hand out 


you get going you'll have 


The patch means you can see 
the missions from the cockpit 
of a Naboo fighter. 


KNOWING JUST HOW TO SQUEEZE EVERY sinc 
Star Wars devotion out of the populace, | uc; 
released an Episode One update for Rogue 
The arcade-style 3D shoot-em-up is set in t 
surrounding The Empire Strikes Back and Re 
Jedi, encouraging you to fly X-Wings and A. 
fast-paced missions against Imperial strongholds, 
Rogue Squadron Update 1.2.0 adds 
starfighter to the game, which boasts twin | 
homing torpedoes and a hyperdrive unit, wy; 
installed, you will be given the option to re- fly 
already completed, but in The Phantom 
We half-expected the craft to have a special kill-. 


The city will be teeming with genuine 
named individuals with personal goals. 


wiping out rivals or making gifts 
of stolen vehicles. Outfits in GTA2 


will include the arms-dealing Russian 
Mafia, right-wing redneck survivalists, 


and the militant wing of those poor 
Krishnas — they've got revenge on 
their minds and will set about 
kidnapping folk for brainw, ashing. 
You'll be glad to hear you'll be 
encouraged to assemble a gang as 
well — hoodlums ¢: 
protection. Cars will carry multip] 
individuals, and you'll be a 
shoot handguns o 
Politicians are sure to de, 
despi 
we can’t we 


able to 


windows, 
Ise it, bur 
Xt issue, 


it. Review ne 
www.take2europe.com 


Missing Gear Solid | PRamtom® Sauadron 


Despite the hype surrounding Microsoft's partnership 
with console giant Konami, the news this month is that 
PC gamers won't be seeing a Windows version of Metal 
Gear Solid. The Japanese sneak-’em-up has become the 
PlayStation’s best-selling 3D action game and when the 
two industry big boys announced their co-operative deal 

at this year’s E3, it was hoped that the coolest titles from 
each company would swap across to the alternative format. 
Sadly it isn’t to be, and all indications are that we won’t be 
seeing Res Evil-beater Silent Hill either. It appears that the 
two companies are playing it cool, keeping their eyes on the 
long-term possibilities with PlayStation 2 and Nintendo‘s 
brand-new console 
(codenamed Dolphin). 
Microsoft's market- 
leading Flight Sim 
might make the leap 

to PlayStation 2 and 
Dreamcast, but you'll 
have to wait until next 
year before any 
concrete PC plans 
emerge from the oh- 
so-promising deal. 
www.microsoft.com 


The Naboo Craft Were 
with a retro feel a 


F plane: 


“LE DROP Gy 
asArts h as 
Squadron, 

he period 
turn of the 
Wings in 
But the 
a model of the N 
aser cannons, 
ith the patch 
any level 
Menace ship. 


all-the- 


enemies-and-destroy-the-space-station-by-accident button 
www.lucasarts.com 


to know what else is heading this way courtesy of Nova 
Logic, check out the Tachyon preview on page 72, and see 
Incoming on page 71 for a sneak look at Armored Fist 3. 
www.novalogic.com 


The five best responses out of 
the PCF hat each win a super- 
dooper freebie pack. 


F-22 Lightning 3 gets a full 
review in our next cracking 
issue, on sale 4 October 1999. 


explains David Cage, game designer and CEO of Quantic 
Dream, “It’s a new concept with significant consequences 
for gameplay. When you die in Omikron, you never know 
who'll be your next character. Will you be a strong guy or a 
little girl, will you be good at fighting, will you have better 
armour or more skill? At some point, you'll have to take 
another body to do something only 
they can do. Perhaps you take the 
body of a soldier so your enemies 
won't recognise you. The potential 
of this concept is endless.” The 
Nomad Soul is to be published by 
Eidos and will be out in October. 
www.eidos.co.uk 


The 3D engine creates 
everything from dark 
vistas to huge fireballs. 


an be paid to offer 


FTER A DECADE OF DIVIDING ITS 
Star Trek license between 
various influential games 


developers, imagine the shock when 


Paramount suddenly decided to make 


publishing giant Activision the sole 
Star Trek game designer from next 
year. With only four months left to 
y last drop of Trek out 


squeez 


e evel 


Too much 


Academy and a 3D strategy title 
called Star Trek: New Worlds. 
Activision itself hastily unveiled 

its first three boldly going games 

at its Activate 99 presentation in 
Edinburgh. On show were The 
Hidden Evil, a Resident Evil-style 3D 
adventure set a few months after the 
film Insurrection, and Armada, a 


appealing of all was Voyager: Elite 
Force, a first-person shoot-’em-up 
designed using the Ouake 3 engine. 
In it you will play a red-shirt member 
of Voyager’s crew, assigned to an 
away-team SWAT outfit. You’ll beam 
into especially tense situations to sort 
things out with heavy phasers, 

The design team is Raven, which 


and resigned 
World War II fight pele 


Naboo 


of their 


xisting franchises 
see plenty of Enterprise tie-ins this 
Christmas: Simon & Schuster will 
be offering Deep Space Nine: The 
Fallen, while Interplay is hammering 
out Starfleet Command, Klingon 


the Fede 


f 
The entiré Voyager ship has 
been completely recreated 
using the Quake 3 engine. 


Seven-of-Nine helps 
you develop this super 
Borg-shooter. 


Tuvok works busily at 
his bridge station. We 
dare you to shoot him. 


you'll point-and-click wargame resembling 
Sierra’s forthcoming strategy title 
Homeworld. In it, you must lead 
ion against the Borg, 
building dilithium mir 
resources along the way. The most 


created Hexen 2. Led by producer 
Christopher Foster it is using the 
Quake 3 engine’s curved-surface 
ability to fashion entire alien hive 
ships. Sounds positively buzzing. 
www.activision.com 


's to gather 


You will control the Enterprise and its sister ships in Armada, in a storyline based 
around the cloning of Locutus of Borg. Better get your thinking head on, Worzel. 


106Heavy Gear 2 

109Civilization 2: Test of Time 
11Force 21 

112Corsairs 

114Soul Reaver 

131 Microsoft Baseball 2000 

132Amerzone 

33Thrust, Twist + Turn 


134Go Professional 2; 

The Red Odyssey: 
Battlezone Mission Pack 
136Simba’s Pride: Gamebreak!; 

Gruntz 


137 Price Busters including: 
Colin McRae Rally; 
Starcraft Battle Chest 


IPS AND TACTICS 


138 Star Wars: Episode 1: 
The Phantom Menace 


CVI 
| REVIE Ww 


This month, the unfortunate 
fashion victims at PCF have 
been mostly wearing. 


Jim McCauley 
“...my usual black 
leather trousers.” 
Travis also bought a 
purple silk shirt from 
M&S‘s new Dark Lord 
of the Sith range. 


Andy Butcher 
threes cornered 
hat and a parrot on 
my shoulder.” Andy 
has recently been 
overly engrossed in 
pirate strategy games. 


Perrett 
a Spiderman 
J costume.” Dave insists 


} that those headaches 
| 


Me) he gets after six pints 
| of scrumpy are his 


Spidey sense tinaling. 
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y It 
ir PC Industry 
Doing something 
vith a 


ackerel 


revolting 
large rr 


You disgusting 
reprobate 


What ho! Once more 
we're reduced to a single 
column, the result of an 
ill-judged drinking wager 
with Mr Bradley. Drat. It 
would seem that Dave has 
been honing his imbibing 
skills, an achievement 
which renders his latest 
press trip, to Edinburgh, 
unsuitable for our 
purposes. He spent two 
nights up there in the 
company of Activision, and 
failed to vomit, or even 
make a minor spectacle 
of himself. Ah, but his 
performance at Future 
Publishing’s Summer 
party, the weekend before, 
was less impressive. After 
three shandies he cried off 
at midnight, claiming that 
Mrs Bradley was forcing 
him to go home with her, 
leaving the rest of PCF 
to continue their roister- 
doistering until the wee 
hours. And he spent the 
journey back to Bath 

with his head between 

his knees, swallowing 
repeatedly in an attempt 
not to decorate the coach 
in psychedelic hues, 


Across the English 
Channel, Dave Perrett was 
shipped over to France to 
take a look at Ubisoft’s 
Rayman 2. After a night 
of typical Parisian 
hospitality (Dave refused 
to go into detail, so we'll 
assume it concentrated on 
the delights of Pigalle and 
the Rue St Denis) that 
ended around 5am, Dave 
was dragged out of bed 
first thing in the morning 
and made to sit in a warm, 
dark room where the 
Rayman 2 presentation 
took place. Alas, Dave 
can’t tell us anything 
about it because he 
promptly fell fast asleep 
and stayed that way, even 
when his Gallic hosts 
shoved a microphone in 
his face to try and play 
his vibrant snores through 
the PA system. 


Alas, Dave’s Parisian 
exploits meant he was 
unavailable for a key PCF 
five-a-side match against a 
collective of guvnor types, 
Without the Perrett’s "If it 
moves then I can imagine 
it’s a lady” approach to 
tackling, plus a cowardly 
unwillingness to smack 
down the people who sign 
our pay cheques, we 
cruised to a crushing, 18-9 
defeat. "But it’s only a 
game,” said Mr Longhurst 
after the match, crying 
into a pint of Pernod. 


Is it adieu, au revoir or 
merely cheerio? Find out 
next month. Cheerio! 
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ON’T LOOK DOWN! THEME PARK WAS 

one of the most entertaining games 

of the decade, and continues to sell 
on EA’s budget label. Recent clones such 
as Rollercoaster Tycoon have introduced 
3D interfaces to the genre, but until now 
you’ve never actually been able to ride 
those white-knuckle switchbacks. But due 
out in November is Bullfrog’s sequel, 
Theme Park World, in which you can 
test-drive your personal amusement parks. 

As before, the challenge is to start 
with nothing but land and capital, and 
fashion a thriving attraction. Four 
distinct themes will be available, with 
Outer Space, Wild Jungle, Lost Kingdom 
and Halloween zones all up for grabs. In 
each sector you can design up to 100 
different rides and plonk down food 
stalls and sideshow attractions. You can 
then ride your attractions from a first- 
person perspective. 

If you prefer a more technical 
challenge, all the financial goals of the 
original are still in place and you will be 
encouraged to manage the ground staff, 
set admission prices and position kiosks 
efficiently. A new, fully rotating 3D engine 
will offer cartoon-style visuals, and you'll 
see fully polygonal punters perambulating 
through your pathways. One promised 
feature we’re keen to see in practice is the 
option to publish your finished park on the 
Net, so that others can become virtual 
visitors — they’Il download your rides and 
you'll get feedback on their responses. Can 
we make even Dave ‘Scared of Nothing’ 
Perrett puke? Watch this space. 
http://www.ea.com 


strategy overdose 


THE TURN 


BASED STRATEC 


point-and-click tactical titles our way. 


3D environments set around the Pacific theatre 
Il in which battleships played a dominant role : 
full review on page 91. We'll also be treated to the latest in 
Game Workshop tie-in series with Warhammer 40,000: Rites 
of War, which sets you as human Space Marines fighting with 
the elegant, but dispossessed Eldar race. Finally, Panzer 
General 3D Assault is gearing up for a big launch. Unlike 
previous SSI affairs, it takes place in a fully 3D environment 
and its mission is also 


= novices to pick up and play 
without too much trouble. 
www.mindscape.com 


Turn-based wargames still have a 
sizeable following, as SSI knows. 


ZEALOTS AT SSI, 


Learning Company’s bedfellows, are set to thrust three 
ighting Steel features 


historically accurate. So you 
won't be able to kit yourself 
up with loads of the same 
powerful units and you will 
have to be mindful of your 
personnel. Oh, and the game 
will be much easier for 


Abhh! It looks like cutesy kiddie fun, but remember — behind the colourful dinosaur there's a serious 
business simulation at work. You have to employ staff and arrange for regular site maintenance. 


The on-line element should at; 
to share their twisted park cr, 


Fact: ex-Editor James Binns was the world 
expert at Theme Park, and wrote a book about it. 


Ray of light 


REMEMBER RAYMAN? YOU KNOW, THAT RATHER opp 
character that could fly with his ears and disconnect hi 
from his body. Well he’s back with all his chums in 
a three-dimensional platform romp in which Raym, 
save his friends and save the world from being dest. 
with all the conventional 3D platform action, tt 
packed full of all kinds of different sub-levels a 
keep you amused and the adventure diverse, One min 
be up to the usual jumping and collecting kind of tricks ete 
next you coulg be ey she 
another character. water. 
skiing or navigating a 7 
f rope-swing Obstacle. Indeed 
it has a huge Console-style 
feel to it, the likes of which 
has been only just been 
touched upon by games such 
as Croc. We should be in for 
a 3D treat. 
http://www.rayman2.com 


tract folk hoping 
eations with others, 


ONE OF THE 

more Fahey 
of World War 
— check out our 


the vad 
. Al 
ne game ig Ong 


nd games to 


‘acing 


" 


He’s French, but we like him anyway. 
Rayman's bringing us platform fun. 


‘OU MIGHT THINK KA-52 SOUNDS LIKE a 
US radio station, or wonder why 
carnivorous reptiles would hang 
around in gangs, but we assure you that 
KA-52 Team Alligator is a flight sim. It’s 
the sequel to Team Apache and its 
designers at Simis are endeavouring to 
give it that same sense of accessibility 
while building on the wingman structure so 
significant to the first game. The entire 
visual system has also received a make- 
over. “The new package is called the 
Daedalus engine,” explains Project Leader 
Karl Jones. "Team Apache was based on 
the Icarus engine. We can now display 
roughly 10 times the detail of the first 
game. One of the few complaints about 
Apache was that its landscapes were 
sparsely populated — but Alligator will 
be packed with trees, thousands of 
them, and plenty of moving vehicles. 
We want it to look busy.” 
Demonstrating the multi- 
texturing technology Simis has 
developed, Jones claims his team 
can draw out the distance to 
expose 50 kilometres of map and 
still display snow building up in 
drifts or individual trees swaying. 
“The terrain detail is based on a 
polygon-deforming mesh. It’s similar to a 
Silicon Graphics technique whereby the PC 


Hand-outs 


IT LOOKS LIKE SOME BONKERS STAR TREK 
weaponry, but these plastic toys might be 
the future of game controllers if 
Gamester has its way. The universal 
virtual joystick system will debut on 
PlayStation this month but is planned 
for the PC by the end of the year. Its 
premise is that you can direct game 
action by simply moving your hands, but 
whereas similar projects — such as 
Microsoft’s SideWinder Freestyle Pro 
joypad — use 
mercury 
switches or 
pendulums to 
determine 
movement, the 
Evolution gear 
employs unique 
G-Force Tilt 
technology. 
Based 
around a chip 
that is capable 


You'll perform ace combo moves in 
beat-’em-ups by waving your hand... 


calculates on the fly how many shapes 
it’s capable of displaying. The advantage 
is that it can be scaled depending on 
your machine, but because it can be 
altered in real-time, it means we can 
blow holes out of the landscape or do 
incredible water effects.” 

To be published by GT Interactive, 
Team Alligator is scheduled for a release 
just before Christmas and will shortly be 
followed by Flight Sim Toolkit 2, the 
sequel to the best-selling DIY flight sim 
creator. It will enable you to use the 
Daedalus engine to create your own levels 
for Alligator, or even whole new games. 
www.simis.co.uk/index.htm 


of determining its own acceleration 
based on gravity, the processor on the 
hand unit — called the Reactor — 
responds accurately to your movements. 
There’s also a button controller called 
the Gripstick, which can be held in either 
hand and functions as a trigger unit. 
complete set is expected to retail for 
about £50 and is being showcased on 
flight sims and beat-‘em-ups. 
www.leda.co.uk 


«and the trigger pack (left) 
provides support for other games. 


Alligator will be 
packed with baddies. 


FST2 uses the same toolset as Simis’ own 
designers. You can ‘paint’ roads on the terrain. 


Raising or lowering terrain for your own flight 
simulation will be as easy as point-click-drag. 


The second-generation engine permits detailed 
low-level flight. Time to get your chopper out. 


On the 
(touch) Ime 


THERE WILL BE TWO VERSIONS OF ANCO’S 
latest footie management game. Player 
| Manager 2000’s new 180-degree 
| scanner mode is designed to enable 
single players to monitor teamplay and 
trace ball movement, plus there will be a 
full ‘live’ 3D match camera. For the first 
time, an extra version of the title will be 
available: Player Manager 2000 Online 
will offer all the team-creation, tactical 
decision-making and transfer-dealing 
challenges of the basic version, only over 
| the Net with cash prizes for those who 
compete in multiplayer leagues. 

It all sounds like the ill-fated Soccer 
| Nation, but Anco is promising weekly 
| transfer lists, the ability to download 
| game environments on a daily basis and 
| constantly updated view-league tables. 
| Expect PM 2000 at the end of October, 
with the on-line system soon after. 
| www.anco.co.uk 


Videogame 
show ECTS is 


almost upon us 
What treats lie 
in store? 


Battlezone 2 

Activision: due out 
November 1999 

A new alien menace is 
introduced in this action 
strategy sequel, It's the 
1970s and the arcade- 
remake is taken to another 
galaxy, where the 
conspiracy deepens. 


I-War: Defiance 
Infogrames: due out 
November 1999 

18 new missions for 
Particle System's space 
shooter will pit you against 
the evil galactic 
Commonwealth once more. 


Killer Loop 

Crave: due out 

November 1999 

German developer Crave is 
promising that its 1999 
rival for Rollcage will 
include the ability to cling 
to walls and ceilings for a 
fully 3D race. 


Rogue Spear 
Take 2: due out 
November 1999 


“a 


= 


= 


The follow-up to Rainbow 
Six will feature a new 3D 
engine, more real-world 
weapons and a campaign 
pitching you against the 
Russian Mafia and a 
scaresome Middle-Eastern 
terrorist cabal, 


Summoner 
THQ: due out 
November 1999 


| 


Medievalism, mysteries and 
magic: from the makers of 


playing adventure in 

you play Joseph, a y 

Celtic shaman who must 
seek out the rings of power. 


Wheel of Time 
GT: due out 
November 1999 


Based on the Unreal 
engine, and set in the world 
of Robert J 

books, Wheel of Tinn 

be a sprawling 3D RPG. It 
will also be released on 
DVD, movie freaks. 
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-TACHYON: 


In structure, the 
game will be 
familiar to fans 
of Privateer and 
its sequel. 


BEYOND THE FRI 


Military kingpin Nova Logic is dipping its toes into th 
black sea with this intergalactic scrap to the death. 


Due out: October 1999 
By: Nova Logic 

@ 0171 405 1777 

@ www.novalogic.com 


What is it? 

Yet another entry into the somewhat 
crowded space-action arena, currently 
dominated by X-Wing Alliance. As 
with so many sci-fi simulations, you 
pilot an upgradeable fighter through 
various freeform encounters, carefully 
managing power reserves and popping 
pirate vessels with photon torpedoes. 
Set in the 25th century, the edge of 
colonised space is nicknamed The 
Fringe, a lawless, dangerous zone 
crammed with natural resources. 

The region has become the focus 
of tension between a giant mining 
corporation and a faction of renegade 
settlers, just the right conditions for 
a mercenary barnstormer to thrive. 


Why all the fuss? 


It’s the first time military maestro 

Nova Logic has attempted this sort 
of project; with a pedigree including 
Comanche 3, Delta Force and F-22 


Go on - fly in by 
accident and wipe 
out the entire ship. 
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The development team 
are all great admirers 
of the X-Wing series 
of games. 


Lightning 3, it’s very well placed to 
inject some anti-matter into the old 
genre and its sudden interest in 
intergalactic insurrection is downright 
tantalising. Flying from starbase to 
starbase in true Elite-style, you'll be 
offered missions which range from 
simple escort duty to full-on tactical 
assaults. Remaining neutral will be 
rather difficult as you become more 
powerful, and the type of missions you 
undertake will profoundly alter the 
outcome of the war. 


The Logic boys are planning 20 
campaign quests which force you 

to unite with one side in the struggle, 
but there’ll also be close to 80 sub- 
missions for you to pursue to advance 
your own career. 


Behind the scenes... 

As with previous games, Tachyon will 
be featured on Nova World — that’s 
up to 120 human opponents trading 
and shooting live on-line at any time. 
Even in single-player mode, the kind 
of intelligent, non-scripted AI enemies 
conspicuous in the developer’s recent 
flight simulators should present a 
tough challenge. You'll be encouraged 
to hire wingmen to help defend your 
ship, and non-player characters can 
be persuaded to broker deals for you 
with the rebels and the corporations. 


Jump gates connect sectors of space and 
you're free to move between locations. 


Ah, it’s grand to think that Nova Logic is 
entering the realms of full-on space war. 


Weapons can be bought and loaded on to 
the ship in custom configurations. 


You'll be able to choose from a selection 
of different vessels with unique handling. 


THE DEVELOPMENT FILE 


Founded in 1985 by John A Garcia, 
Nova Logic’s first game ever was a 
sub sim called Wo/fPack. A string of 
titles in its celebrated Comanche 
and Armored Fist series have not 
only introduced the world to the 
Voxel Space system of 3D rendering, 
but also demonstrated that sims 
don’t have to be complicated or dull. 
Subsequent hits such as De/ta Force, 
F-16 Multirole Fighter and F-22 
Lightning 3 are serious war games 
which maintain a focus on action. 


DRIVER 


Hey boy! Hey girl! Superstar 
drivers, here we go! It’s the biggest 
PlayStation game of the year — and 
the PC version is far superior. 


Due out: October 1999 
By: Reflections/ 

GT Interactive 

@ 0171 565 7300 

@ www.gtinteractive.com 


What is it? 

You crazy foo’! Even if you totally 
avoid all PlayStation chat out of 
some pathological rival-machine 
hatred so bizarre we just made it up, 
you must have heard of Driver. There 
were ads on the TV! With Huggy 
Bear! OK, we'll indulge you. It’s a 
game of cops-’n’-robbers, of insane 
car chases with pile-ups and ludicrous 
stunts. It’s Starsky and Hutch meets 
Cannonball Run, goes out for drinks 
with Smokey and the Bandit, then 
gets a lift home with The Blues 
Brothers. You play Tanner, a police 


driver gone undercover to infiltrate 
the Castaldi crime syndicate. 


Why all the fuss? 


Hopes are high that Driver on the 
PC will repeat the success of its 
PlayStation counterpart. And with 
justification. The original game was 
lauded for the wealth of gameplay 
options — including the storyline 
missions, free driving, training modes 
and a selection of subgames. One 
of these subgames, Survival, might 
better be named B/ues Brothers, 
because it’s you against the might 
of the city’s police. 

Driver is also a huge game — and 
it’s even bigger on the PC. Miami, 
San Francisco, LA and New York are 
all depicted in glorious and realistic 
detail. All the landmarks are there, 
and San Francisco’s hilly streets ache 
to be used as high-speed jump ramps. 


The hillier regions of San Francisco make stunt driving inevitable, Use the film director to edit your scstannnnie®: 


Many of the missions involve getting from one end of the city to another within a tight 
time limit. But zany driving attracts cops, which makes your job much harder. 


The missions in each city are varied, 
going from initially challenging to 
insanely difficult. Reflections have 
added another subgame, Carnage, 
where you’re given one minute in an 
invincible car and challenged to make 
as much damage as possible during 
that time. Your success is measured in 
the number of insurance claims filed. 


Behind the scenes... 

All seems to be well with the closing 
stages of Driver’s development. 
Despite claims that it’s only about 
70 per cent finished, we only noticed 
a few minor glitches. There’s also the 
odd gameplay difficulty that needs 
sorting out on the version we played. 
Reflections have used the extra power 


Police cars have a visual field you can see 
on your map. Do anything naughty and your 
felony rating jumps up. 


of the PC to improve the graphics 
resolution and add a load of effects 
and ramp up the number and variety 
of cars, objects and pedestrians. 
There was talk of a multiplayer 
mode, but as Reflections’ creative 
head honcho Martin Edmonson says, 
“It put too great a load on the PC. 
There was no way to have all the 
traffic and pedestrians moving round 
for two players at once.” That said, 
they’re still working on a solution, 
although it will be released as a 
patch later, not in the boxed game. 
Reflections plan to add a Newcastle 
level to the PC (its home town), 
although you'll have to do something 
special before you gain access to it. 


The Development File 
Reflections have an excellent pedigree 
in PlayStation and PC, including the 
genre-defining Destruction Derby 
(from which Driver borrows just a 
little). But they go back further than 
that. Martin Edmondson, the man 
with the tan, worked on Shadow of 
the Beast, a classic action game on 
the Amiga/Atari. Driver has been 
their biggest success to date, beating 
off strong challenges from other 
PlayStation A-list titles released 

at the same time. GD 


A very sophisticated wireframe car. If the 
wires were cables, it would be a cable car. 
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( Locke D'Averam has seen it all keFore. 

“\ Liferally, He is the Revenant, a1 warrior 
—_reeunrestea Ky a musterious warloral to 
(  wniertake a terrifying aust. As he kegins 
his epic journey through the vast caves, 

) Forest and satacomhs of the island oF 
Alikuilon ie is plagued ky memories oF his 
nat life, memories that Keain to merar 
with his current existence leading to 


* Real-time short and long range combat system featuring multiple attack combinations. 
¢ Spectacular environments created with the aid of fantasy artist Den Bauvais, 


¢ Huge game world mcluding towns, 


forests, dungeo™ 


¢ Multiplayer support for up to four people in death match mode, 
¢ Over 25 different types of enemy and monsters to do battle with. 


Revenant ™._ 
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* Game Editor Included. 
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TORRENTERAS’ 
EXTREME BIKER 


Riding a motorbike over a bit of natural terrain is all 
very well, until you’re asked to leap off a cliff and do 
a 1,080 spin 100 feet above the ground. 


Due out: November 1999 
By: Deibus/Havas 
Interactive 

@ 0171 490 1323 

@ www.havasinteractive.com 


What is it? 

A motorcross simulator, utilising 
complex physics to accurately portray 
the mess made when rider and bike 
collide with trees, land badly on 
slopes and plummet from great 
heights into solid ground. Yep, it 
sounds rather like Microsoft’s 
Motocross Madness, but developers 
Deibus promises that Extreme Biker 
will bring lots of things to do, more 
structure to the races and more 
wince-inducing crashes. 


Why all the fuss? 


“When the rider crashes his 
animation is governed by a rather 
nifty inverse kinematics system,” 
claims producer Dan Bobroff, a 
geezer whose love of physics makes 


The fantasy location promises hidden areas 
only found by riding out of your skin, 


him a hit at parties. “It will ensure 
that no two crashes are the same. 
Hitting a tree at 70mph will look 
very different to flying over the 
handlebars at 30mph.” 

Our quick burn on the pre-release 
version bears this out. Crashes scar 
you mentally, producing the necessary 
“Woooah!” and “Yowza!” every now 
and then. The collisions will play a 
particularly major part in the final 
game, when you are able to create 
tiny replay films and post them on 
the Internet for others to relive your 
finest stunts, or your greatest failures. 
Unlike Motocross Madness, Extreme 
Biker will feature some of the most 


We reckon this shot must have been mocked up by Deibus. Otherwise, that’s a crazy jump. 


bizarre and deliberate landscapes for 
races and stunt shows, as well as 
more traditional indoor tracks. 

In one case, you can race around 
a Fantasy Island, compete with 
beached submarine, hot-air blimp and 
crashed aircraft. If you've got the 
skill you will be able to ride over 
anything that takes your fancy. “The 
bike will react differently depending 
upon which surface type it’s moving 
over,” says Bobroff. “We ctually 
created a bike game where the player 
will eventually have full 360-degree 
mobility in every a This means that 
riding a fairground-style Wall of 
Death, where bike and rider defy 
gravity by tearing round in a circle, 
actually possible in Extreme Biker. 
We will offer the gamer a far greater 
range of tracks and experiences, 
including city tracks where you jump 
your bike from rooftop to rooftop. 
This wasn’t possible in previou 
games, but is possible in Extreme 
Biker because of the realistic physics 
and gravity.” And what of Edgar? 
Apparently the 19 year-old Spaniard 
is the number one freestyle rider in 
the world, and, according to Dan, 
“The biggest nutter on two wheels.” 


Behind the scenes 

Deibus began by creating a 3D engine 
with the idea of licensing it out to 
other developers. Someone at the 
Camden offices suggested they use it 
to make their own game, which is why 
Extreme Biker looks so gorgeous. 
Imagine their reaction, then, when 
they first saw Microsoft’s game at 
1998's E3 show. After grumbling to 
Havas (then Sierra), they were simply 
told to make their game better. 


The Development File 
This is the London firm’s first game, 
having previously been a technology 
company. The enthusiasm for their 
game ndeniably refreshing. GD 


GAMEPLAY 


Gymnastic copulation 
with your two-wheeled 
friend is not advised. 


Deibus has designed a number of rough 
terrains for you to risk life and limb on. 


While there are many fantasy locations, 
you can race in traditional motocross too. 


The delicate control system means that 
you can pull off many stunts in mid-air. 


Your bike will react differently depending 
on what sort of surface it rumbles over. 
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A whole new map and more tweaks than the least popular module in BA 
(Hons) Clown Studies. Jim McCauley laments the state of higher 
education and greases up his rockets. 


SK. YOU WAIT TWO MONTHS third map: Q3Tourney, The Proving _and lightning battle around the Most of the time you'll find 

for a new version of Grounds. Designed as a map for central pillar in the main arena. yourself using the lightning gun 

Q3Test, and then three one-on-one play (but quite well This two-level room is where most when you run out of rockets. It 

come along at once. suited to a four- or five-player of the action takes place, with a sure does look purdy, though. 

Version 1.06 turned up scrap), Q3Tourney bears echoes of rocket launcher and ammo Oh, and we haven't mentioned 
mere minutes after last month’s the classic DM4 level from the downstairs, and health and Sarge yet. As a little bonus in 


PCF went to the printers, and was original Quake. Played as a one- armour upstairs. id bundled a new 
promptly superseded by version on-one it’s a stealthy game of cat A teleporter in the upper A cigar- 

1.07 two days later. And now we and mouse, listening for where portion of the room takes you to chewing hard case in combat gear, 
have version 1.08. Blimey, eh? your opponent is, trying to control the other room, a T-shaped hall he’s lovely to look at and a lot less 
The biggest difference between the two major weapons, then bearing health, armour and... a visible than the default models. 

these and the first O3Test is the usually breaking out into a rocket lightning gun! Saucy! Twin However, you can’t choose him 


corridors take you back to the main from the menus; instead you have 
“Hello. P'm arena, or you can take the teleport, to drag down the console and type 
Sarge. Do you but unless you manage a fancy bit ‘model sarge’ to activate him. 
like my, of in-air manoeuvring you'll be Alternatively, edit your config.cfg 
lightning gun?” dropped to the lower level and file and paste the line seta model 
lose health. The corridors are a “sarge” over the current model 
much safer option, and there’s a entry (itll say seta model 
double-barrelled shotgun there. “visor/blue” or something like that). | 
But we’re getting ahead of We like Sarge. | | 
ourselves. Yes, you now have a There are other tweaks, 
lightning gun, and it’s... well, it’s all including a much-improved 
right, we suppose. It doesn’t feel as rocket launcher that goes faster 
devastating as the Quake and does more damage, and a new 
Thunderbolt, but it definitely does railgun effect (we preferred the 
its share of damage. Alas, the original). But you'll find mogt ak | 
slower weapon switch in O3A the new test familiar. id’s Ouake 3: 
means that the apocalyptic Arena site has an enormous list of 
lightning/rocket combo that download locations to try out at 
wreaked so much carnage in www.quake3 arena.com/q3test/ 
Quake simply isn’t as deadly now. win 32.html. @&p 


eae. motorinsurance 


. Online tere’s the easiest way to buy 
Visit www.ironsure.com today. You could become the proud owner ofa the motor insurance you want. It's only a 
Porsche Boxster in our exclusive online prize draw. Someone has to ae few clicks of your mouse away. 

ini = . 
win it.It could be you. Ontime Just answer the simple 


questions. It’s amazingly quick and 
convenient. 


Onprice You could save money too. 
So what have you got to lose? 
Visit www.ironsure.com today. 


E<ONSURE.com See the site on www.netscapeonline.co.uk 100% NET. 100% FREE.* 


=F 


At last, a free Internet service from the company that made the Internet what it is today. 
Netscape Online. Free Internet access has finally got all professional. 
For more details call 0800 923 0009. 


Prize draw rules available online. 


INSURANCE FOR THE 21st CENTURY 


“Excludes phone calls charged at local BT rate. Technical support charged at premium rate (50p per minute). 
nn (6| Or. OxSs er. Iron Trades Insurance Company Limited. Registered in England No. 403122. i 
@ Registered Office: Iron Trades House, 21 Grosvenor Place, London SW1X 7JA wo a ne ————————————————————EE eee Se | 
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World War II, 
you say? Child’s 
play. Vietnam? A 
walk in the park. 
If you want some 
serious flight-sim 
action, may we 
suggest a trip to 
the bloody heart 
of Korea? 


HROUGHOUT THE HISTORY 

of flight sims, World 

War II has been the 

subject of uncountable 

games, World War I and 
the Vietnam War have been covered 
fairly well, and almost every 
conceivable combination of modern 
and near-future fast-jet conflict has 
been translated into digital form. 
It’s perhaps a little strange, then, 
that the birthplace of modern jet 
combat, the Korean War, has been 
largely overlooked. 

Now, with the release of MiG 
Alley, the latest game from Rowan 
Software, all that is set to change. 
Not only is it yet another top notch 
title from the Rowan team, but it 
also offers flight sim fans a 


fascinating and unique set of 
challenges quite unlike any flight 
sim set before or since. 


Aiming high 

Ambitious in almost every respect, 
MiG Alley covers 
almost the entire 
Korean War, from 
June 1950 through 
to the beginning of 
the stalemate in 
mid-1951 that 
finally resulted in 
the armistice being 
signed two years 
later. Throughout 
this period, MiG Alley offers you 
the chance to fly the four US fighter 
aircraft that formed the backbone 
of the UN’s air power — the FS1D 
Mustang, F80C Shooting Star, F86 
Sabre and F84E a. = and, 

i tiplayer or single missions, 
san of the North Korean 
Air Force, the MiG 15 and 
upgraded MiG 15bis. 

The powerful new dynamic 
campaign system enables you to 
take command of the full force of 
112 US aircraft involved, devising 
and implementing a strategy to 
support the UN ground forces in 
their drive to push the front line to 
the Chinese border in the north. 

If all that sounds a little 
overwhelming, it probably should — 
MiG Alley is a huge and complex 
game, with a scope equal to pretty 


It offers flight 
sim fans a 
fascinating and 
unique set of 
challenges 


MIG ALLEY 


to master. However, while it’s 


undeniably best suited to 

xperienced flight sim players, 
thanks to some clever design and 
well thought-out structure, it’s also 
surprisingly easy to get to grips 

with and manages to 
be more accessible 
than most games of 


this depth. 


Not your typical 
flight sim 

The basic structure 
of MiG Alley is 
deceptively 
conventional. From 
the main menu you can configure a 
wide selection of options, and 


choose to start either a single or 


multiplayer game. The single player 
option then presents you with the 
choice of a quick-start Hot Shot 


game, which throws you straight 


into the middle of a dogfight, a 


selection of customisable single 


sions, Or a campaign game. 
The campaign option in turn 
offers you five mini-campaigns, 


While less impressive at low altitude, the ambitious terrain engine really comes into its own 
when you get above a few thousand feet, giving you a real sensation of height and scale. 


each covering a different period of 
the war. The first four of these are 
tailored toward each of the four US 


nd present you with a 
series of automatically generated 
missions to fly. 

Only when you get into the air 
for the first few times do you 
understand quite how di 
MiG Alley is to the average jet- 
based flight sim. The aircraft of the 
early 1950s were the first jets to be 
regularly flown in combat, and are 


erent 


quite unlike the more modern 
machines that most of you will be 
familiar with. Compared to current 
fighters, the F80, F84 and F86 
have very low thrust-to-weight 


B 


ratios, and are far less stable and 
forgiving to fly. 

The first time you get into 
combat and try to pull off an 
aggressive manoeuvre, you'll almost 
certainly find yourself stalling, 
spinning, or suffering an engine 
flame-out. Even with the realism 
options turned to their most 
forgiving settings, you quickly come 
to realise that flying these aircraft 
Zach has 


requires skill and practice. 
its own idiosyncrasies, each of 
which has been accurately modelled 
by the Rowan team, and learning to 
fly them is a fascinating challenge. 
It’s not just the flight dynamics 
that makes things different to the 
typical jet sim, either. The Korean 
War occurred before the advent of 
sophisticated on-board radar, 
targeting and navigation systems, 
and before air-to-air missiles were 


introduced. The result is a unique 
style of air combat halfw 
between that of WWII and modern 
jets. The only way to take down the 
enemy is to get in close and shoot 


y 


him with your cannons, and you're 
relying largely on ground 
controllers, friendly aircraft and 


much any other flight sim ever 
released. It offers months of solid 
gameplay, and will take a long time 


TT 


You get the chance to fly all four of the 
main US fighters and fighter/bombers. 


You can find yourself jumped by anything 


Dogfighting MiGs in an F86 — the Russian-built aircraft is faster, with better acceleration sat ee at ea Hs 
up to iGs from different enemy bases. 


and rate of climb. The US fighter is both more stable and manoeuvrable. 


i ale 


Here we go, doing what we like best — letting rip into the enemy with a salvo of evil death 


bullets. Take care though, because during initial scraps you're likely to stall or spin out. 


your own eyes to direct you to the 
right place, but you're doing so at 
speeds of up to Mach 1. 


The view up here is lovely 
While you're struggling to get to 
grips with this strange combination 
of the traditional and the modern, 
you can at least admire the scenery. 
Graphically MiG Alley might not 
be quite up to the Hollywood 
blockbuster levels of Jane's WWII 
Fighters, but it is very pretty to 
look at and lovingly detailed. The 
aircraft themselves are all clean, 


clear, and crisp, and the effects are 
often pleasing, including the 
contrails of distant bandits and the 


The skies over Korea can get very busy, 
with over 150 planes in the air at any time. 


black smoke pouring from the rear 
of badly damaged combatants, 

Of special note is the sheer 
number of planes that can be in the 
sky at once. On any given mission, 
there can be over 150 aircraft flying 
various missions across Korea, and 
it’s not uncommon to be part of a 
strike group of a dozen or more — 
and be jumped by twice that many 
MiGs. These massive mid-air scraps 
are simply stunning. 

Perhaps the most impressive 
aspect of the visuals, however, is 
the terrain engine. Rowan has 
painstakingly recreated the entire 
Korean Peninsula for you to fly 
across via satellite images and 


military maps from the period, and 
done so with such detail that the 
terrain can be used to help you 
navigate — follow that river north- 
east to the second village, then head 
north across the mountains to the 
target, and so on. 

The detail breaks down a 
little at low altitudes, which is a 
shame because so much of your 
spent performing strike 
and close support missions — of the 
four US t, only the F860 =» 


time i 


ess, the next 


Spurred on by your suct 


long to realise tha 


y jets of MiG Alley 


As with most 


t si 5 
logical step i 


follow 


from the manual, w 


ch the 


later on, so do your learning here, boyo. 


‘ound fo 


| and blown 


well, time for 


=> was the match of the MiG15S in 
the air — but it’s still more than up 
to the task. 

Backing all this up are the 
sound effects. Although the engine 
noise, firing and explosions are fine, 
if nothing special, what really lifts 
the game is the near-constant 
stream of radio chatter. Friendly 
aircraft report in, warn you of 
incoming bandits, and so on, while 
tactical or forward air controllers 
direct you to your ground targets 
on close support missions and 
inform you of your accuracy. 

Likewise, you can and must 
keep in contact with your 
colleagues (easily performed via a 
simple menu system and set of 
keyboard shortcuts) at all times, 
particularly in large dogfights 
where teamwork is vital to success. 
Fortunately, your wingmen are 
decent flyers, with effective AI that 
ensures they'll actually help you out 
of trouble - and call for aid 
themselves when they need it. 


The best is yet to come 

Fun though the flying is, it’s only 
when you delve deeper that MiG 
Alley’s other great strength becomes 
apparent. Thanks to the powerful 
and flexible campaign engine, you 
take complete control of the UN air 
offensive over Korea in the final 
stages of the war, adding strategic 
planning to your flying duties. You 


can plan and co-ordinate a strategy 
to help the ground forces win the 
war with the North Koreans, by 
directly supporting them in battle 
and — more importantly — sending 
strike missions to cripple their 
supply lines. 

The system is wonderfully 
flexible, and enables you to take as 
much or as little control as you 
want — you can simply let the 
computer get on with it for you (as 
it does by default in the previous 
four campaigns), or select broad 


A simple menu system enables 
you to Hoth givé and receive 
orders and situational reports. 


¢ to. platyour 
attack strategy... 


rv Ps 


objectives and let the PC work out 
the details of flight assignments; or 
you can plan every aspect of a 
mission yourself, right down to the 
flight path and co-ordination of all 
the different waves of attackers. 
You can even play all five 
campaigns together as one grand 
Entire War campaign, ending with 
the Spring Offensive. The success 
and failure of both your strategy 
and your flying skills on the 
missions you take part in (and the 
mphasis remains firmly on the 
ying — even when controlling 
sverything else as well, you’re still 
expected to get in the co kpit 
ourself) directly affects the fate of 
s represented by 


o<ee me 


he ground force 
the movement of the frontline up 
and down the peninsula. 


Tour de Korea 

In short, then, MiG Alley is an 
Ilent game in almost every 

for some rather 
lacklustre visual effects in places 
and the odd curious decision by 
friendly pilots, there’s precious little 
to complain about. The setting 
makes for a unique and f. inating 


e 
respect. 


flight sim that offers many new 
challenges, even for experienced 
virtual pilots, and the superb 


. £35 
Empire Interactive = 0181 343 7337 
On the Web: www.empire.co.uk 
166, 32Mb, Wind: 


PII, 64Mb, Direct 3D graphics 
accelerator 


S More Torgets 
Leave oreo 
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The core of the dynamic campaign system is the Map Screen, from which you can access 
all the information available about the current state of the war, and take as much (or as 
little) control of the tactical and strategic planning as you wish — from simply letting the 
PC do the work, through to detailed design of each and every mission flown. 


fairly serious flight sim gamers. [f 
that describes you, go buy it now, 
The less dedicated, on the other — 
hand, should perhaps be a little 
more cautious. Nonetheless, this ; 
yet another top notch game from, . 
Rowan, and Serves to confiry 
position as one of the premie 
flight sim developers, fecry 


dynamic campaign system is 
compelling once you start to learn 
how it works and see the results of 
your decisions. 
“As mentioned earlier, it’s not 
even that difficult to get into, but 
still the game’s innate realism, ; = 
complexity and scope could be a bit ies 
much for some of you - MiG Alley es 
a. mite core athe as 
remains, at its core, a flight sim for Ai bide! 


| For and against 


Intriguing setting 
v Realistic flight models 

Y Superb campaign system 
Y Smooth, detailed graphics 
X For experienced PC pilots 


How does it rate? 


TOTAL AIR WAR PCF 87 90% 
FALCON 4.0 PCF 93 89% 

MIG ALLEY 

FLYING CORPS PCF 87 88% 

JANE'S WWII FIGHTERS PCF 60 81% 


The main difficulty with 
close support missions 
is finding your target. 
Luckily, forward and 
tactical air controllers 
are on hand to help you. 
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DELL DIMENSION™ XPS T600 

* INTEL® PENTIUM? Ill PROCESSOR 600MHZ y a 

© 64MB 100MHz SDRAM (Upgradeable to 768MB) , 
13.6GB' ATA-33 Hard Drive 1 

17” Colour TCO95 SVGA Monitor 

(VIS 15.9 0.28 dot pitch) 

20/48 x CD-ROM Drive’ 

Integrated Yamaha XG 64 Voice Sound 

Harmon Karden 195 Speakers 

Diamond Viper N550D NVIDIA TNT 16MB AGP Video Card 

US Robotics 56kb/s V90 Modem’ with FREE DELLNET ACCESS 

4 PCI, 1PCI/1 ISA shared & 1 AGP Expansion Slots 

¢ Microsoft® Windows® 98 


¢ Microsoft Works Suite 99 
ORDER CODE 210809 


pentiume)// 


3 YEAR PERSONAL FINANCE: £37.50PM APR 14.9% 


E999 (£1,220.83%) | 0870 1524681 


You want a reliable computer for your home. And you want it from a company you can 
rely on. You want a Dell Dimension™ PC. Dell have been voted PC Manufacturer of the Year 
1998 by PC Home Magazine. And we've become the world’s largest direct PC manufacturer* 
by consistently offering our customers reliability, value and up-to-date technology. For 
complete peace of mind, we even include a 3 year service package on Dell Dimension systems 
as standard. Call us now for your next PC. Anything less than a Dell just won't wash. 


Source: International Data Corporation, 


BE DIRECT 
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DCLI 


he 
www.dell.co.uk 


4 


\T, 10AM TO 5PM SUN 


LOADS OF GREAT CHOICE. LOAD! OF DELL° VALUE. 


Customer Service Award 1999. (Based on Service and Support) PC Direct Sales Team of the Year 1999. PC Direct Overall Winner Service & Reliability Survey t 
Overall Winner, Readers’ Award, Reliability and Support 1998, Notebooks. PC Pro PC Manufacturer of the Year, 1998. PC Home Magazine 


DELL ESSENTIAL EXTRAS 
DELL DIMENSION™ MULTIMEDIA COMMON FEATURES: Inte!" 4408 AGPset, 512KB INTERNAL, MINI TOWER CHASSIS, 2 USB PORTS SCANNERS 
[ * HP ScanJet 4200c - 5 
DELL DIMENSION XPS T500 MULTIMEDIA INCLUDING PRINTER AND SCANNER YEAR BP Scandet 4200c - Business Colou 


Intel® Pentium® Ill Processor 500MHz 

64MB 100MHz SDRAM (Upgradeable to 768MB) 

6.4GB' ATA-33 Hard Drive 

17” Colour TCO95 SVGA Monitor 

(15.9” Viewable Area, 0.28 dot pitch) 

Diamond Viper VS50D NVIDA TNT 16MB AGP Video card 

6 x Max’ Toshiba DVD III ROM with Software Decoding 

Integrated Yamaha XG 64 Voice Sound 

Harman Kardon HK195 Speakers 

US Robotics 56Kb/s V90 Modem* with 

FREE D@iL 7c INTERNET ACCESS’ 

* 4PCI,11SA, 1 PCI/1 ISA shared Expansion Slots 

* Microsoft Works and Money 99 

+ HP DESKJET 610C COLOUR PRINTER, HP SCANJET 
3200C SCANNER AND DEXXA JOYSTICK 

¢ DELL HOME ADVANTAGE PACK 

« DELL GAMER ELITE Il 

ORDER CODE: 150809 


£999 (£1,220.83 "i ) 
DELL DIMENSION XPS T550 MULTIMEDIA | <3 RA >%ana 


£125 (£146.88 inc. VAT) 


HP ScanJet 6200c - The 
Scanning Solution (USB/SCq| 
£249 (£292.58 inc. VAT) 


PRINTERS 


pists 


4. 


HP DESKJET 610C 
COLOUR PRINTER + HP DeskJet 710 

£115 (£135.13 inc. VAT) \ 
+ HP DeskJet 815¢ 

£149 (£175.08 inc. VAT) 
* Epson 5700 Black & White L. 

£249 (£292.58 inc. VAT) 


ALL IN ONE 


4. 


aser Printer 
HP SCANJET 3200C 
SCANNER 


+ HP Officedet 710 - Col 
Copier and Plain Paper Fox ANT scanner 


£330 (£387.75 inc, VAT) 
VIDEO CONFERENCING 


* Logitech Quick Cam 
Make live video catia"? * 
Microphone included, 


£69 (£81.08 inc, VAT) 
NOTEBOOK BACKPACKS 


7s 


DEXXA 
JOYSTICK 


Upgrade to spec as above: 
* Intel Pentium III Processor 550MHz,13.6GB' ATA-33 Hard Drive, 
Microsoft Work Suite 99 and HP DeskJet 720c Colour Printer 


+: 


+ Help your note! 
schedule with 
from Targus. A 


book survive 
@ Notebo 
vailable in 3 ¢ 


ORDER CODE: 160809 


£1,199 (£1,455.83 "i ) 


DELL HOME ADVANTAGE PACK 
AND DELL GAMER ELITE I! 


your busy 
ackpack 
‘Olours 


£49 (£57.58 inc, VAT) 


DELL INSPIRON® 3500 SERIES 


NIENCE, GIVING YOU ALL THE BENEFITS OF THE 


NED FOR MOBILITY AND CON 


JESIGN, THI 


HINE FOR THE ROAC 


| MICROPHONE AND SPEAKERS, 128 BIT NEON, 


UND BLASTER PRO-COMPATIBLE WITH INTERNA 
BIT SOUND BLASTER PRO-COMPS 9 CELL INTELLIGENT LITHIUM BATTERY. Mico 


LUPPORT, TOUCHPAD WITH 2 BUTTONS. USB PORT, 


COMMON FEATURES |, 


SDRA 


MAGIC 
(NMG5) VIDEO WITH 2 


AND 3.5" FLOPPY DISK DRIVES (DVD OPTIONAL), INTEGRATED 16: 
OFT WINDOWS® 99, DELL 


JNICATION PORT (IRDA 1.1 COMPATIBLE), ZOOM VIDEO St 
NEW: BAY MANAGER™ HOT SWAPPING SUPPORT 


56GB 
(HYPERC SOLUTIC 


SPIRON 3500 A400GT 
DELL INSPIRON 3500 c400GT DELL INS! 


‘ op + iF PROT: 
MOBILE INTEL® CELERON™ PROCESSOR 400MHZ OR en as 


: * Intel 440BX Chipset Overall Winner PC Magatae 
” © 14.1" XGA (1024 x 768) TFT Screan ‘ervico & Reliability Survey 

* FT S 14.1” SCREEN Z 

: Ss Sen + 128MB SDRAM (1 x 120MB DIMM Upgradable to 256M) 1999 - NOTEBOOKS 

. or «© 256KB High Porformance Cacho 

" © 64GB! ATA-33 EIDE Hard Drive (Upgradeable to 10GB") 


* Microsoft Office 2000 Small Business 
ONDER CODE: (0904 


£1,549 (£1,867.08 “" ) 
* Spec as above with: 256MB SDRAM (2x128MB DIMM), 


10GB' Hard Drive, Psion S6K Modem, Executive Carry Case 
ORDER CODE: i905 


£1,799 (£2,160.83 "" ) 


ORDER CODE: i901 


£1,199 (£1,455.83 “") 


Enjoy the benefits of owning your Dell Dimension PC Loan Period 36 months Monthly Repayment £37.50 
THE EASY WAY TO PAY: by paying in easy monthly instalments. For example; Cost inc VAT & delivery _£1,220.83 Total Amount Repayable _£1,350.00 
36 month payments for a system price of £999 Deposit £137 APR 14.9% 
(£1,220.83 inc. delivery and VAT) is as follows: loan Amount £1,083.83 


ALL DIMENSION SYSTEMS ARE MICROSOFT 97 COMPLIANT AND INCLUDE MICROSOFT® WINDOWS® 98, 


rect and Inspiron are registered trademarks and o 


EURO KEYBOARD, MOUSE AND 3.5" DISKETTE DRIVE. 
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DELL DIMENSION XPS T450 MULTIMEDIA 


* INTEL PENTIUM IIl PROCESSOR 450MHz 

64MB 100MHz SDRAM (Upgradeable to 768MB) 

* 6.4GB' ATA-33 Hard Drive 

* 15” Colour TCO95 SVGA Monitor 

(13.7" Viewable Area, 0.28 dot pitch) 

Diamond Viper V5S0D NVIDA TNT 16MB AGP Video Card 
Integrated Yamaha XG 64 Voice Sound 

Harman Kardon HK195 Speakers 

20/48 x CD-ROM Drivet 

US Robotics 56 Kb/s V90 Modem with 

FREE D@LL 7 INTERNET ACCESS’ 

4 PCI, 1 PCI/1 ISA shared and 1 AGP Expansion Slots 
Microsoft Works and Money 99 


ORDER CODE: 180509 


£699 (£868.33%:' ) 
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DELL DIMENSION L500c MULTIMEDIA 


Upgrade to spec as above: 

* Intel® Celeron™ Processor 500MHz, 17” Colour TCO95 SVGA 
Monitor (15.9” Vis, 0.28dp), 6x Max’ Toshiba DVD II| ROM with 
Software Decoder, Integrated Intel 10/100 Ethernet TX 
Network Controller, Integrated Intel 810 Video Controller, 4 
PCI Expansion Slots and Microsoft Works Suite 99 


ORDER CODE: 190809 


£799 (£985.83 "::"' ) 


DELL INSPIRON® 7000 SERIES 


DESIGNED TO DELIVER LEADING-EDGE MOBILE PERFORMANCE THE INSPIRON 7000 SERIES PACKS A DAZZLING RANGE OF MULTIMEDIA FEATURES INTO A CONVENIENT AND VER: 


Servers and Notebooks. PC Magazine Best Telephone Support, 1998. Personal Computer World 


DELL DIMENSION XPS T600 MULTIMEDIA 


+ INTEL PENTIUM Ill PROCESSOR 600MHz 

* 64MB 100MHz SDRAM (Upgradeable to 768MB) 

* 64GB! ATA-33 Hard Drive 

* 17" Colour TCO95 SVGA Monitor 

(15.9" Viewable Area, 0.28 dot pitch) 

Diamond Viper VS50D NVIDA TNT 16MB AGP Video Card 
20/48 x CD-ROM Drivet 

Integrated Yamaha XG 64 Voice Sound 

Harman Kardon HK195 Speakers 

US Robotics 56 Kb/s V90 Modem with 

FREE D@LL INTERNET ACCESS’ 

4 PCI, 1 PCI/1 ISA shared and 1 AGP Expansion Slots 
Microsoft Works Suite 99 


ORDER CODE: 210809 
£999 (£1,220.83 "i ) 


DELL DIMENSION XPS T500 MULTIMEDIA 


B] 


Spec as above with: 

* Intel Pentium Ill Processor 500MHz, 128MB SDRAM 
(Upgradeable to 768MB), 13.6GB' ATA-33 Hard Drive, 
3dfx Voodoo III Accelerater with 16MB VRAM, 6x Max’ 
Toshiba DVD II! ROM with Software Decoder, Creative Labs SB 
Live Value 512 Voice Sound and Sony® CDR-RW Drive 


ORDER CODE: 200809 


£999 (£1,220.83 "") 


IF YOU WANT A NOTEBOOK BUT CAN'T GIVE UP THE POWER OF YOUR DESKTOP, THIS MACHINE IS THE SOLUTION. 
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DELL DIMENSION MULTIMEDIA COMMON FEATURES: Intel® 4408X AGPSET, 512KB INTERNAL CACHE (EXCEPT L500c SYSTEM - 128 FULL SPEED CACHE AND MICRO TOWER), MINI TOWER CHASSIS, 2 USB PORTS 


DELL DIMENSION XPS T600 MULTIMEDIA 


» NEW INTEL PENTIUM III PROCESSOR 600MHz 
* 128MB 100MHZ SDRAM 
(Upgradeable to 768MB) 
* 13.6GB' ATA-33 (7,200 rpm) Hard Drive 
* 17" Colour TCOS5 SVGA Monitor 
(15.9” Viewable Area, 0.28 dot pitch) 
Diamond Viper V770D NVIDIA TNT 32MB AGP Video 
6x Max? Toshiba DVD II ROM with Software Decoding 
Creative Labs SB Live Value 512 Voice Sound 
Altec Lansing ACS 340 Speakers with Subwoofer 
US Robotics 56 Kb/s V90 Modem* with 
FREE D@iLL 7ec INTERNET ACCESS’ 
4 PCI, 1 PCI/1 ISA shared and 1 AGP Expansion Slots 
Micosoft Office 2000 Small Business 


ORDER CODE: 220809 


£1,299 (£1,573.33 "i" ) 


DELL DIMENSION XPS T600 MULTIMEDIA 


Upgrade to spec as above: 

* 255GB! ATA-33 Hard Drive, 19” Colour TCO95 SVGA 
Monitor (17.9” Vis, 0.26dp), 6x Max? Toshiba DVD Ili ROM 
with Hardware Decoding and TV out, and lomega 250MB 


Zip Built-in 
©) 
ORDER CODE: 240809 
£1,599 (£1,925.83 “) 


ATILE SYSTEM. 


COMMON FEATURES: 256KB HIGH PERFORMANCE LEVEL I! CACHE (EXCEPT 7000 c400 LT — 128K FULL SPEED CACHE), INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND BLASTER PRO-COMPATIBLE WITH INTERNAL MICROPHONEAND SPEAKERS, 2 CARDBUS 
PCMCIA TYPE Il SLOTS, INFRARED COMMUNICATION PORT (IRDA 1.1 COMPATIBLE), ZOOM VIDEO SUPPORT, INTEGRATED SYNAPTICS TOUCHPAD WITH 2 BUTTONS, USB PORT, INTELLIGENT LITHIUM ION BATTERY 
MICROSOFT WINDOWS 98, DELL (HYPERCOOL™) THERMAL SOLUTION, DELL STRIKEZONE HARD DRIVE ANTI SHOCK SYSTEM, NEW: BAY MANAGER™ HOT SWAPPING SUPPORT. 


DELL INSPIRON 7000 c400LT 


MOBILE INTEL® CELERON™ PROCESSOR 400MHz 

Intel 440BX AGPset 

15” XGA (1024x768) TFT Screen 

64MB SDRAM (Upgradeable to 384MB) 

4.8GB' ATA-33 EIDE Hard Drive (Upgradeable to 14GB") 

Integrated 24 x CD-ROM and 3.5" Floppy Disk Drives (DVD Optional) 
NEW ATI RAGE Mobility” - P Graphics with 4MB Video Memory 
TV Out (PAL and NTSC) 

* Microsoft Works Suite 99 


ER CODE: i0906 


|, 34 


DFS 3 YEAR PERSONAL Fil 


INC. VAI 
& DEL 


632.0. 


ICE: £50,13PM APR 14.9% 


OG ONTO OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.DELL.CO 


ORDER ONLINE 24 HOURS A DAY 


www.dell.co.uk 


GET SPECIAL DEALS ONLINE 


15” SCREEN 


SAVE 


INSPIRON 7000 


A400LT 
THE FASTEST EVER NOTEBOOK 


MAGAZINE AUGUST 99 


TO WIN A TOP OF THE RANGE PC 


BETWEEN 8AM & 9PM WEEKDAYS, 


0870 1524681 


9AM TO 6PM SAT, 10AM TO 5PM SUN 


DELL INSPIRON 7000 A400 LT 


MOBILE INTEL® PENTIUM® Il PROCESSOR 400MHZ 
Intel 440BX Mobile AGPset 

15" XGA (1024x768) TFT Display 

256MB SDRAM (2 x 128MB DIMM) (Upgradeable to 384MB) 
10GB! ATA-33 Eide Hard Drive (Upgradeable to 14GB) 
Integrated 4x Max? DVD-ROM with Software Decoding and 
3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 

NEW ATI RAGE Mobility” - P Graphics with 8MB Video Memory 
TV Out (PAL and NTSC) 

Microsoft Office 2000 Small Business 

FREE LEATHER CARRY CASE 


ORDER CODE: i910 


£1,999 (£2,395.83 "i ) 


BE DIRECT 


DeALL 


www.dell.co.uk 


GAMEPLAY 


}TOURNAMENT 


wie, § Unreal took 
ae ee approximately 
(i | ALAR 15,000,000,000 
Pa me years to make. 
yk kk ks, 
Unreal Tournament 

only took 12 months. 

alk about a rush job. 


at long last, we see that they're right. There’s Assault, Domination, 


ON’T COUNT ON UNREAL 
Tournament being a 
barrel of unmitigated fun 
if your PC anything 
other than 
based 3D card. We've 
over a week trying to get it to do 
its stuff on a spanking-new 
TNT2 Ultra, 
downloading the 
latest driv 
tweakin 
settings 
and the best we've 
managed to 
squeeze out of 


played against... 
Tournament can 
ony be deere scarily close to real 
ve oud human opponents 


equate’. 
be best off wa 
for a patch or ne to appear before 
parting with yy . y 
We can’t afford to wait 
that long, though. So 
Dave Bradley gets 
shoved off his PC 
and we continue the 
reviewing process on 
his Voodoo2-based 
system. Now, that’s 
more like it. A barrel 
of fun, in fact. 
Tournament is the 
multiplayer first- 
person shooter 
for people 
with no 


modems. And y 


more to it than 


5 
4; yy 


The bots are, 
many basically, brilliant. 


possible 


“Lara? Lara who?" This 
attractive young lady is 
keen to dethrone Ms 
Croft as queen of the 


big guns. 


s, actually. 


Musquash a 


stupid and rubl 
nonsense. Wk 


quite popu 
although thar 


of rather cl 
In beautiful thr 


salt, because he 


intelligent bots. 


People keep telling us that there's more to life than deathmatch first-person shooters. And 


Capture The Flag... 


modem, as well as for people with 


, there’s so much 


that, 


Let’s pretend to be Billy No- 
Modem for a while. F 


e’s always 
tthe Ouake 


family receives with a large pinch of 


knows that a large 
proportion of the 


comes from the 
ability to 


The best we've ever : 


Tournament, and 
finds that he can 
do some real 

ial ocpn 


Well, 


Big dea 


valanche 


There’s been a lot of talk, ever since 
Arena was announced, of 
hmatching against bots is 


bish, Stu 


Il do, in fi 
fully they’ve failed 


to get a foothold on the PC market. 
Rather than that, you hav 
hts, with guns 


. against a 
omputer pla 
imensional 


arenas. That alone should be 
enough for Billy No-Modem to 
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better. 


the bots are, 
nt, The best 


turnup =» 


THE GOLLEGTION 


INTOa 


So iReMS Tre Ger yWieillir 


TS lal 


AS SEEN ON DISCOVERY CHANNEL TV 


© THE WO@RLD’S FINEST 
NGN-FICGTION RESOURGES 


© STUNNING, NEVER- 
BEFORE-GAPTURED 
FILM FOOTAGE 


© EXPLORATION THROUGH 


HISTORY, SAFARIS, OGEANS 


AND VIRTUAL WG@RLDS 


© INTENSIVE MIND GAMES 
AND GHALLENGING 
PUZZLES 


© PERFEGT FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY 


In The Company of Whales ¢ Sharks! 
Ocean Planet ¢ Beyond Planet Earth ¢ Skywatehing 


Nile: Passage to Egypt © Normandy: The Great Crusade 


Carrier: Fortress at Sea ¢ Connections 
Pirates: Captain's Quest © Seaside Adventure 
Animal Safari 


~ 


MARSHALL MEDIA 


THe QRANGERY 
161 New BONO STREET, 


LoNoon Wily 9PA 


parshallmedia,com 


www.marshallmedia.com 


| WHALES 


€. 


“¥_(e) 


broifsrit8s} 


If our grasp of celestial physics is right (unlikely), then if this chap jumps, he's going to 
keep on going until he burns up in the atmosphere of that big planet. 


= for our routine six o’clock 
deathmatch. Apart from the awful 
and predictable chat messages that 
kill 


carily 


they come up with when the 
someone, the bot players are 
close to real human opponents. You 
can tell the difference, but it’s not 
an easy task. They mimic a number 
of playing styles, from idiots who 
find it difficult to move and fire 
simultaneously, through to super- 
hard killing machines who play a 
strategic game and rarely miss. Just 
like our six o’clock deathmatch. 
Next there’s the undeniable fact 
that free-for-all deathmatch can 


become tiresome after a few days of 
non-stop carnage. So, after you’ve 
gained a respectable amount of FFA 


ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE 


prowess, Tournament starts 
opening up other, team-based 
options for you. You can play 
Domination (capture and defend a 
number of bases), Capture The Flag 
(capture the enemy’s flag and bring 
it home) and the wonderful Assault. 
Assault alone is worth the price 
of admission; your team has a set 
time in which to complete a 
mission, of a destroy-the-enemy- 
base-or-something type. Complete 
the mission within the time limit 
and the tables are turned; your 
team has to defend the base (or 
something) while the enemy tries to 
destroy it (or something) in less 
time than you did. It’s simple yet 
brilliant, it forces you to play as 


It has to be said, but Unreal Tournament 
rocks more than an avalanche in an 
Austrian ski resort. It’s not just that it 
looks the part with fluid animation, 


detailed characters and impressive 


py nics, but it feels the part, too. 


Somehow it’s kept the brooding 


atmosphere and sense of fear from the 


HE FIRST_— 
Aon 


single-player game, and transplanted it 
smack bang into the beating heart of a 
multiplayer environment. It takes far too 
long to load for my liking, which means 
it’s not as instantly appealing as Quake 3, 
but once you're in, you find it harder to 


quit than a heroin addict. 
Richard Longhurst 


u gain 


hmatch tutorial, 


1ey shoot you, there’s no hope 
hey si he no hope for you. 


Did we mention that Tournament's horrid 
on the latest TNT2? Just reminding you. 


part of a team (although your bot 
team-mates will happily play 
second fiddle to your all-conquering, 
commando and provide supporting 
fire) and it creates some stunning 
scenarios, from stopping a high- 
speed bullet train through to a 
recreation of D-Day. 


Prognathous editor 

When The Kids start to play with 
the bundled UnrealEd, we like to 
think that everyone will get to work 
on building kick-ass Assault 
missions rather than ordinary 
deathmatch 
arenas. Ah, go on. 
So, rather than a 
straightforward 
deathmatch 
ladder, you have 
four ladders to 
climb before you 
can claim that 
you’re even close 
to being a 
champion of 
Tournament. And 
once you’re balanced precariously 
on all four ladders simultaneously, 
you’re ready for the big time. You 
might notice that while there are 
four separate leagues, there’s an 
extra box on the selection screen 
that remains blank. Triumph in 


Deathmatch, Domination, Capture 
The Flag and Assault, and you'll 
find out what it’s there for. 

Beyond the tournament itself, 
you should also investigate the 
Practice options. This is where you 


ang, bang, It really is that 


u might note that 


traightfor 


an early opponent is 


imagine the pleasure Tr 


Blake a. damn good hiding 


can’t, then again the 


You have four 
ladders to climb 
before you can 
claim that you’re 
even close to being 
a champion 


Who are you shooting? Tournament tells 
you — but are they real or bot? 


gain control over everything that 
Tournament has to offer, and there’s 
a lot to play with. Pick any map, 
pick any playing style, pick the 


number of bots that you want to 
play with, set a level of difficulty 
(you can also set the bots to adapt 
their skills to your level as they 

play) and even mess around with 
weird toys called Mutators. With 
Mutators you can effect all manner 


of strangeness: give everyone 
massive guns, make everyone 
invisible... they’re well worth toying 
with, either alone or in fr 
combinations. 
And we 
haven't even 


aky 


covered the real 
multiplayer 
version yet. 
Frankly, there’s 
not much to add. 
Tournament’s bots 
are so realistic, 
you might 
graduate from the 
tournament to the 
on-line game (all the game options 
available, natch) and be 
disappointed. You don’t suffer from 
lag when you’re playing against 
bots. Fiddle with the settings and 
you're guaranteed a well-matched 
fight. Bots don’t shout abuse at you 
and accuse you of cheating when 
you give them a damn good hiding: 
Such are the joys of playing a real, 
on-line game of Tournament. 

Our gut feeling is that in the 
long term, Tournament will become 


ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE 


I didn’t enjoy single-player Unreal as 


much as I‘d hoped (too slow), so I was 


waiting avidly for Tournament. It's 
certainly good looking, and some of those 
levels — the Galleon for instance — are 
awe-inspiring. There’s a laudable feeling 
of space. Fortunately I have a PII 450 


with a Voodoo?2 card so it's colourful and 


the game of choice for people who 
want a rounded multiplay 


experience without running up their 
phone bill, while Quake 3: Arena 
will be the title for dedicated 
deathmatchers. O3A won't offer 
nearly as many f 
Tournament, but it will rule the 
roost when it comes to fast on-line 


ying options as 


action. And that’s before we've even 
considered the impact that the likes 
of TeamFortress 2 and Tribes 2 will 
have on the on-line gaming world. 


Alas, our recommendation must 


fall to the important question of 
what 3D hardware you're packing. 
A year ago, when we reviewed 
Unreal, a Voodoo card was de 


pin ahead to the space year 


rigeur. 
1999 (where even as you read this, 
Commander John Koenig is 


The minigun has two firing modes. Bloody 
fast, and bloody, bloody fast. Tasty. 


fast; but Unreal Tournament seems to 
lack the immediacy of Quake 
deathmatches — there's something too 
polished about it. Where's the raw 
oomph? Some of the weapons, like that 
green sludge gun, are dreary. Give me a 
good Quake 3 Test rocket war any day. 
Dave Bradley 


reporting for duty on Moonbase 
Alpha, unaware that a gigantic 
explosion is soon to send the Moon 
reeling into the depths of the 
galaxy) and all the cool cats are 


sporting their whizzo TNT cards, 
on which Tournament proves slow, 
unwieldy and even ugly. No 3D 
card? Don’t bother. 

Eventually the mighty TNT will 
catch up with the humble Voodoo, 
but for now Tournament will 
disappoint you if a TNT is what's 


filling your slot. Consequently, we 
must append some special 
instructions for TNT owner 
deduct 20 per cent from our final 
mark until instructed otherwise. 


Everyone else: go and buy 
Tournament now. GD 


Jim McCauley 


War is actually heaven. As long as it’s 
pretend war like this. Not real war. No. 


UNREAL TOURNAMENT ess For and against 


GT Interactive = 0171 565 7300 
On the Web: www.unrealtournament.net 


Minimum System: P200MMX, 32Mb, SVGA 
Recommended: P266, 64Mb, 3Dfx card 


an have a go at capturing 


x 


v Top bot Al 
v Plenty of levels 
v Variety of styles 
wv Beautiful graphics... 


waif you have 3Dfx 


BYZANTINE 


THE BETA Pa 


Your friend‘has DISAPPEARED 


HE 


DISCOVER THE 
BREATHTAKING GAME OF 
ADVENTURE AND INTRIGUE 


ie 


mi 


SS Sn gs 


© Action-packed first-person perspective game-play 
45 minutes of full screen video shot on location 
Over 120 dynamic, 360 degree panoramic views 
3-D rendered, virtual models of Istanbul 


Breathtaking original photography 


Discovery 
MULTIMEDIA 
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FIGHTING STEEL 


WWII naval action that sets you 
bobbing along on the crest of a 
wave, only to be overcome by 
that sinking feeling. 


OMPUTER GAMES RARELY 
brave the high seas, yet 
when they do they tend 
to confine themselves to 
one of two eras. On 
the one hand are titles such as 
Harpoon and Fleet Command, 
which emphasise big carrier groups 
and long-range missiles; on the 
other are the likes of Man of War 
and Age of Sail, which delve deeper 
into the world’s nautical past, back 
when hearts of oak ruled the waves. 


Fighting Steel is interesting 
because it covers an oft-neglected 
period — namely, WWII. (Well, 
1939 to 1942, to be precise, but it 
does give you the opportunity to 
take control of the likes of the 
Bismarck and the Hood.) Sadly, 
what you can’t do is control planes 


or submarines. And there are no 
aircraft carriers either. So, despite 
the inclusion of Japanese and US 
navies to complement the British 
and Kriegsmarine forces, you won't 
be able to refight the Battle of 
Midway, possibly the most famous 
naval engagement of the period this 
game supposedly cove: 
Which leaves surf: 
lly hundreds 
of craft have been 
modelled, from 


‘ace combat. 


ships. The action 
takes place in 
real time and is 


represented in both @ll oft-neglected 
period — WWII 


2D and 3D. The 
latter models are 
well-designed, but 
controlling your fleet is impractical 
from a 3D perspective, so it’s the 
2D view where you’ll spend most 
of your time. A saving grace is that 
you can configure the cameras to 


. £40 


Fighting Steel 
transports to battle- is interesting 


How does it rate? 


= 


This is where you'll spend most of your 
time if you want to win anything. 


switch to 3D when significant 
ips firing or 
sinking. This makes for an effective 


events occur, such ¢ 


s 


live highlights engine. 

The controls are reasonably 
intuitive: each ship is split into 
divisions, and you 
can point and click 
your way around the 
various maps. By 
making use of 


because it COVESS the menus that 


appear in the 
bottom third of 

the screen, it’s also 
fairly easy to control 
targeting. Until you 
get to grips with assigning orders 
to individual ships, torpedoes can 
be confusing, but it’s essential that 
you master them — you'll need 
them during night missions, when 


For and against 


Fighting Steel's scenario editor is simple 
to use and very effective. 


engagement ranges tend to be that 
much shorter. 


Hitting the marck 

There are various standalone 
missions, many covering historically 
famous encounters such as the 
sinking of the Bismarck, but the 
main element of the game is its 
campaigns. These are essentially 
randomly generated encounters, 
your objectives varying from escort 
duty to setting up bombardments. 
The units are drawn from those you 
deployed in the previous mission, 
and your final score is determined 
by a victory points system. 

Fighting Steel has a potentially 
solid engine, but the campaigns are 
too random to offer much in the 
way of long-term interest. @® 

David Bradley 


| PC FORMAT Rating 


HARPOON 2 PCF 36 85% 

AGE OF SAIL PCF 67 81% 
FLEET COMMAND PcF 98 79% 
FIGHTING STEEL 

MAN OF WAR PCF 77 60% 


a WWII naval action 

av Useable interface 

oa Decent scenario editor 
XX Poor campaign structure 
X No planes or submarines 


Mindscape = 01293 651300 
On the Web: www.ssionline.com 


: P166, 16Mb, Win 95/98 
Recommended: P350, 64Mb 


Set up your camera controls carefully and 
you'll never miss a highlight. 


OF ALL TIME 


ON 


™ Hes 


Now You CAN OWN THE Expgripnck FOREVER 


Despite some helpful indicators, the 3D mode isn’t quite viable for managing your ships. 
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George really should have stuck to writing books. 


con ND 


CONQUER 
TIBERIAN 
SI J 


(BLING! HOW DELIGHTFUL! A KINGFISHER! 


9} Gi THEENENY Is LocareD. REPEAT. THE ENEMY Is 
Cs LOGATED. WHEN THE RIVER FREEZES WE WILL MOVE 
ACROSS AND WHIP THEIR FLABBY LITTLE ARSES, 


\ Ian 
| "Oe he ) Wry», k 
TI) Vita Ws 4) 
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NTER 


Can this game improve upon the last Microsoft footy 
outing? Sorry, what was that? You said the Pope is 
Catholie?Oh:. 


HE LAST TIME MICROSOFT 


ventured into the beautiful 


game produced shocking 

results. Do you remember 

Microsoft Soccer (PCF 65, 
18%)? If you don’t, it’s probably 
because a) you didn’t dare play it 
because you knew it was rubbish, 
or b) you were so traumatised by 
the experience that you've blocked 
it out of yours 


d. We apologise 
if we've managed to stir up the silt 
of depression in your mind with 
example b), Just relax and forget 
about it. This game is much better 
because, as The Beatles would say 
“Tt can’t get no worse.” 1 
You can almost picture the 
scene ina Microsoft boardroom as 
someone comes up with the idea to 
‘do a football game’. All is silent, 
People stare into their coffee cups 
and remember the fateful day whee 
that idea was last suggested... and 
the duff game it went on to spawn, 
After a few moments realisation, 
the gathered executives decide thar 
making a football game may be nor 
as easy as they first thought, and so 
decide to do it the easy way and 
simply buy another football game — 
after all, Microsoft has a couple of 
spare bob knocking around. The 
result of this purchase is the latest 
version of Striker, a game that’s 
been knocking about in various 
incarnations — most successfully 
on various consoles — for ages. 


The kits and players’ names are all made- 
up, so pretend they're your preferred men. 


ball around frantically within a 
few minutes. Indeed, this game is 
quite unlike any other football 
game currently doing the rounds. 
For a while, FIFA 99 (PCF 91, 
89%) is bubbling with pomp and 
slick visuals, UEFA Champions 
League (PCF 96, 
88%) is full of 
slow, calculated 
build-up and 
Actua Soccer 3 
(PCF 91, 86%) 
has speed-crazed 
camera action. 
International 
Football 2000 
is frenetic and 
speedy and, 
while not wholly realistic, superb 
fun to play. 

However, if you want a game 
that enables you to take some time 
on the ball and spread it around, 


This game is 
quite unlike any 
other football 
game currently 
doing the rounds 


| «GAMEPLAY 


It's dead easy to get into, You'll be scoring 
almost as soon as you start playing. 


annoying — it’s so fast that you 
never get a breather, and be honest, 
things wouldn’t happen like that 
in a real match. It’s not physically 
possible for all of the players to 

be everywhere on the pitch all the 
time, yet somehow they manage it 
in this game. Another 
real annoyance (and 
this one could easily 
stir you into violence) 
is the tackling system. 
You'll be dribbling 
with the ball, taking 
on the whole of the 
other team, only to be 
viciously scythed down 
in mid-flow while the 
referee stands idly by 
and does nothing. Then, when you 
try the same trick and hack down 
an opponent in exactly the same 
way, the only thing you get for 


your trouble is a yellow or red 
card. Sometimes, you'll be taken 
down, only to get up again and get 
the ball before being nearly crippled 
again. It wouldn’t be quite so bad 
if there was a decent non-sliding 
tackle enabling you to get the ball, 
but there isn’t. Pah! 

Once you've learned to cope 
with this hair-tearer though, you’re 
guaranteed ages of football fun, 
especially against friends. It may be 
a touch too easy to score at times, 
even against some of the better 
keepers, but essentially the action 
is so end-to-end and fast that you 


Even executing 
good corners is 
jelly-eatingly easy. 


won't care what’s going on. There 
are loads of tactical options and 
formations to choose from, but in 
truth there’s little point in them. 
You have to play and enjoy it for 
what it is. And enjoy it you will - 
comedy commentary from Jonathan 
Pierce and ‘Big’ Ron Atkinson helps 
ensure that. [ternational Football 
2000 is one of the better footsters 
out there, and different from the 
pack. If you’ve been searching for 
a new footballing challenge to rival 
that of the big boys, then fear not. 
You may have just found it. @D 
Dave Perrett 


think again, because even on the 
easiest, most relaxed of modes 
against the worst opposition, you 
have no time on the ball because 
your opponents put you under so 
much pressure. The problem is that 
the full-on pace of the game can get 


How does it rate? 


FIFA 99 PCF 91 89% 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE PCF 96 88% 
INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL 2000 

VIVA FOOTBALL PCF 96 61% 

THREE LIONS PCF 88 46% 


INTERNATIONAL 
FOOTBALL 2000 sso 


Microsoft = 0345 002000 
www.microsoft.com/sports/soccer2000/ 
, Win 95/98 


| For and against 


v Slick and fast 

v Different! 

v All international teams 
X = Annoying tackling 

X No real players’ names 


| PC FORMAT Rating 


No Nathaniel, no 

As is the Striker tradition, the 
action in International Football 
2000 is pacy, slick and easy to piel 
up — you should be knocking the 


Minimum Syste 


THE 


J Now boo ield, just e - - - | 
=F heads of ersand get your | | Owi 
onto it,using the | 1 line. Now 

ton to get away from any — cross the 

With a bit 
the ball home. 


h z 
ill somewhere just 
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PIZZA SYNDICATE) 


Forget hostile takeovers. If you really want to make money, get sprinkling those anchovies. 


BOUT TWO RUNGS UP THE 
evolutionary ladder from 
lichen is the pizza delivery 
boy. This distant relative 
of the homo sapien is 
known for its reckless disregard for 
all life, including its own. Which is 
ironic, really: the pizza is about two 
rungs up the evolutionary ladder 
from unleavened bread, and those 
who consume too much of it have 
a reckless disregard for their own 
All things being equal, selling 
pizza is a great 
way to make 
obscene amounts 
of money. 
Taking its 
influence from 
such compulsive 
strategy/management games as 
Railroad Tycoon and Theme Park, 
Pizza Syndicate brings an in-depth 
look at the art of pizza retailing. 
Starting with nothing more than a 
sizeable bank loan, you've got to 
open restaurants, persuade the pub- 
lic to visit them, invent interesting 
new toppings and expand through 


Seek the public’s opinion — they tell you if 
they like the pink decor of your restaurant. 


the area, taking over rival business- 
es. As always, the measure of the 
quality of this sort of game is the 
number of options available to you. 


Delegate, schmelegate 
Those looking for total control will 
love Pizza Syndicate, because it’s 
been built with more variables than 
Premier Manager and Theme Park 
combined. You can change every- 
thing from the precise design of 
your restaurants to the kind of 
music you play 


There’s no escaping on the jukebox; 
the fact that this is 
a convoluted game 


you can carry out 
market research, 
advertise in a 
variety of media, 
and you can 
handcraft your very own pizzas, 
determining which ingredients you 
use, of course. The complexity of 
the proceedings is eased by a trio of 
tutorials, which guide you through 
the basics of pizza management. 
However, there’s no escaping 
the fact that this is a convoluted 
game. It’s burdened with nested 


layers of menus and configuration 
screens that take a lot of learning: 
after playing the tutorial levels, we 
were left feeling totally bewildered. 


£35 


Koch Distribution = 01420 541880 
On the Web: www.pizzasyndicate.de/ 


P90, 16Mb, SVGA 
Ab 


From humble origins, it’s possible to build a chain of pizza shops that span the globe. 
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RAILROAD TYCOON 2 PcF 90 90% 
THEME PARK PCF 35 86% 

PREMIER MANAGER 99 PcF 95 80% 
PIZZA TYCOON PCF 43 70% 

PIZZA SYNDICATE 


Advertising is crucial to building revenue 
— here we're designing a poster campaign. 


One of Pizza Syndicate’s defter 
touches is the audience-reaction 
feature (find out what your target 
audience thinks of your pizzas, 
posters or furnishings). Another 

is the dirty-tricks option which 
enables you to hire local punks to 
descend on the opposition’s parlour 
and ruin its ambience. At the end 
of the day, it’s all about pizza, and 
you'll get nowhere unless you learn 
to cut costs to the marrow while 
fooling the public into thinking 
they’re actually enjoying a classy 
culinary experience. 

It’s difficult to fault Pizza 
Syndicate’s highly colourful design, 
which utilises a cartoon style of 
presentation that makes games such 
as Civilization look boring in the 


w does it rate? 


Su ‘07! 


| For and against 


wv Very in-depth 
v Distinctive visuals 

X Complicated interface 
X Complicated design 
X Bloody hard 


Pick your chef wisely — go for the wrong 


guy and you end up with cockroach pizzas. 


extreme. But while the graphics are 
excellent, they do tend to get in the 
way of the gameplay: in order to 
find your way around the game 
screen, for instance, you constantly 
have to hover the mouse over icons 
in order to find out what they do. 
Pizza Syndicate is a smart but 
flawed game which suffers from 
its lofty ambitions. Its concept is 
sound and its number of variables 
vast, but the interface might as well 
be in Martian for all its legibility. If 
Railroad Tycoon or Theme Park 2 


are deep-crust extravaganzas of 
ham, sausage and pepperoni, then 
Pizza Syndicate’s a thin margarita 
with spinach — reasonably good to 
look at, but not very appealing. GD 
Dave Perrett 
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It’s bewildering icons mean that Pizza Syndicate is best played by management experts. 
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TOURING CAR 


chamoplonship 


5 out ob: 5 


1.99 


OUT rT NOW 


www. codemasters, com 


{LASS 1 4 


Codemeantet s Classics - the definitive games collection 


©2097 8 1096 8 1999 the 


of sills 


The best 

techniques 

with the 
ultimate 
image-editing 
package 


% 


Also this month, 
in the biggest-selling 
magazine for creatives; 


> This month, in our regular 3D 
Skills slot, we Show you howto 
build a character using Splines 
> More Digital Video editing 
techniques — final instalment 
of our four-part masterclass 
> All the latest Creative 
software On test, 
including Poser 4, 
Maya 2, Flash 4, 
Commotion 2 
PDF Creator. 
Mirai and more! 


a 
€ 


> From the makers ofp Fok 
——_ ian 


mia a) 


For hire: one squad of unbalanced 
trigger-happy loons to take over the 
country of your choice. A mere 
$50,000 to you, squire. 


HERE’S BEEN A RUN ON 
bumper packs of pants 
since the announcement 
that Jagged Alliance was 
to receive the sequel 
treatment. Strategy boffins have 
been moistening their underwear in 
anticipation of a new version of this 
cult-hit squad 
strategy game. 
Now it’s here, and 
it’s good — so be 
relieved. Preferably 
in the privacy of 
your bathroom. 
For those of 
you who don’t 
know your Jagged 
Alliance from your 
elbow, it’s a turn- 


money. Starting off with a paltry 
$50,000, you have to hire blind 
mercs with one leg and a fear of 
yoghurt, but as time progresses 
you're able to afford the services of 
guys who can shoot the pips out of 
a grapefruit at 100 yards. An 
important part of the game, as well 
as managing your 
finances, is buying 
the right blend of 
mercs to cover a 
variety of skills. And 
more importantly, 
not hiring mercs 
with annoying 
voices. Particularly 
not Ernie Spragg, 
who has the worst 
impersonation of a 
Scottish accent since Mel Gibson. 
After hearing him cry something 
along the lines of “Hoots mon! 
Where’s me troosers? We’re under 
attack!” every turn, you'll begin to 
wish that Scotland never existed. 
Shame on you. 

So, with a corps of American 
mercs, you must seize control of the 
country of Arulco and restore its 
rightful ruler to the throne. The 
game mechanics are very similar to 
X-COM, each mere having a set 
number of action points per turn 


You'll have to 
start off hiring 
blind mercs with 
one leg anda 
fear of yoghurt 


based strategy game in which you 
control squads of mercenaries with 
a view to killing bad guys, freeing a 
country from tyranny and earning 


which can be used to move, shoot 
cts. As the size 
and number of your squads 
increase, your attacking options 
become greater, and the missions 
become more difficult. At this 


Adding a little RPG flavour to the mix, JAZ 


contains characters you can speak to. or manipulate obj 


JAGGED ALLIANCE 2 sas 


Take 2 Interactive = 01753 854444 
On the Web: www.take2europe.com 


Minimum System: P133, 16Mb 


Mmm. A night mission with delightful 


Recommended: 32Mb 
square light effects. How 1995. 


How does it rate? 


Indoor srenes 
\present new 
“challenges to the 

hattle tactician. 


You've got to fight, 
* for your right to 
make a mess. 


With an explosives expert on your team, you can set traps and take out targets without 
firing a single shot. Of course, if you’d rather go in with all guns blazing, that’s up to you. 


point, tactics become increasingly 
important. JA2 is no Close Combat 
3 —there’s nowhere near the same 
level of tactical realism. But there’s 
enough. If you keep an enemy lying 
down, avoiding heavy weapon fire, 
you can move another merc near 
him, using ground cover, and finish 
him off close-up. It works. 

There’s little to complain about 
in JA2’s concept. The combat is as 
challenging, intricate and action- 


you could hope for, and 


le management issues — 


From the map you can deploy troops, call 
in air support or access your e-mail. 


LINES PCF 85 87 
LYPSE PCF 72 


Jagged Alliance 2 


~ Top-notch turn-based combat | 
Y Squad-building is fun 
ev Lots to do 

{ Graphics fromthe past | fw | 
Dire regional accents | & L 


add plenty of depth. The niggles lie 
more in the execution of the design. 
The isometric view with tiny 
characters and barely-transparent 
trees makes it easy to lose track of 
where your meres are. And it don’t 
look very flash, neither. Plus, the 
control system doesn’t give you 
enough help when you’re new to 
the game, and isn’t quick enough 
when you're an old hand. Finally, 
JA2 is just a mite too difficult. 
While you’d have to be pretty lame 
to mess up the first few battles, 
there are just too many ways to 
screw up after that — ove 


‘spending, 


underspending, incurring battle 
injuries, running out of supplies, 
employing Scotsmen... You'll need 


nerves of steel, a sound financial 
brain, good employment policy and 
more than a hint of luck to beat 
. But if that’s you, 
and you aren’t busy running a 
multinational corporation, why not 
give ita try? @ 

Colin Mitchell 


For and against 
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FA PREMIER 


Is it FIFA under a different guise or 
a completely new game altogether? 
Well, it’s a bit of both actually... 


OW, IS IT US OR IS THE 
Premier League getting 
more Americanised as the 
f you turn 
a decade 


seasons go b 

the clock bac 
or two, the cream of English 
football involved big collars, big 
hair, big passion and big meat pies. 
These days, it’s pomp, money, 
logos, kits, flashy music and a 
rubbery hot dog if you’re lucky. 

You only need look at FA 

> Stars for a few 
seconds to confirm this theory. 


Premier Leagu 


Indeed, were it not for the round 
balls and the fact that the players 
aren’t wearing wads of padding, 
you could be forgiven for believing 
that the introduction and front-end 
belong to an American football 
simulation. So, just to give the rest 
of this review that old-fashioned 
touch, we suggest you pour yourself 


Improve your players’ abilities 
by acquiring a host of stars. 


iG7|sistaunton 
[G5] caRRAGHER 
72| sipsoRnove 
isi |PBenceR 
(30 | REDKNAPP 
(7a |Pawice 

173 5{GERRARD 


a scalding cup of hot Bovril and 
don an extra-long scarf. Oh, and 
shake a rattle. Done that? Good. 


Gibberellin relish 

The first thing you notice when you 
play Stars is its likeness to recent 
FIFA games. That’s because it’s 
based upon the FIFA engine, and at 
times — such as during the players’ 
celebrations after scoring a goal — 
this similarity shines through. 
However, the engine has been 
adapted enough to give the game its 
own identity and distinctive feel. 
Gone are FIFA’s easy ways to score 
every time and the not-quite-as- 
smooth-as-it-should-be animation, 
and here instead is a smoother yet 
more difficult game of football that 
plays more like UEFA Champions 
League 98 (PCF 96, 88%) than the 
latest FIFA title. 


FA PREMIER LEAGUE 
STARS sao 


Electronic Arts = 01753 549442 

On the Web: www.easports.com 
Minimum System: P166, 32Mb, Win 95/98 
Recommended: P266, 64Mb, 3D card 


How does it rate? 


FIFA 99 PCF 91 


LEAGUE STARS 


Fiddle with your formation to win matches 
and gain those all-important extra stars. 


The other main difference between 
this outing and every other is the 
stars system — it actually rewards 
you according to how well you play 
the game. After each match, you’re 
awarded a number of stars that 
corresponds with how well your 
team performed. You can then 
distribute these stars among your 
squad to improve all aspects of 
their abilities. You could use some 
to improve a striker’s speed, a 
defender’s tackling or a goalkeeper’s 
agility. You can even use your stars 
to purchase players from other 


teams so you can create your own 
all-conquering Premier League 
iiberteam. This feature not only 


EAGUE PCF 96 
LEAGUE STARS 


| For and against 


v Stars system 

v Tweaked engine 

uv Jazzy interface 

L PCF 96 61 X Only Premier League 

\S PCF 88 4¢ X Gameplay not quite right 


Bad behaviour on the park means less stars 


and fewer chances to improve your team. 


makes you want to play the game 
more, but also gives you a direct 
focus and reward for every match. 
Add these tasty features to the 
fact that the 
single playe 


ame includes every 
, team and kit from the 
brand-new Premiership season, and 


you've got a game that is certain to 
deliver onion bags of fun. However, 
because of the limitations of the 
license (Premier League only) and 
the fact that, despite its slickr 
and beauty, the game engine doesn’t 
as feel as enjoyable or as realistic to 
play as other football titles, it may 
be wise to hang on a few months 
for FIFA 2000. @D 


S! 


Dave Perrett 


“Although the ‘game ehyine 
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-time 3-D TACTICAL WARGAME as intense as RAINBOW SIX and war itself. 
OUT NOW ON PC CD ROM 


Use ed Storm Entertaiment, fe. igh sere Re Som Eterainmest i trademark of ich Ryan terse aed LtryBaed ere 2 isa aden eB 
‘ther watemarhs ad logos ae the property lth respective ewes. istibeed by Lake 2 ltractv Setar Crepe id. Moptth Hse 7831 Shel Guest 


The transfer market can throw up some 
real bargains. Use your stars wisely. 
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www.take2games.com 


century await in Eidos’ take on one 


of PC gaming’s all-time classics 


HIS SECOND OFFERING 

from new UK developer 

Hothouse Creations, the 

team behind the complex 

and challenging Gangsters, 
continues the company’s fascination 
with the shadier side of life. This 
time the action moves from the 
mean streets and back alleys of 
1920s America to the high seas of 
the Caribbean in the 17th century. 
Cutthroats casts you as a would-be 
pirate, captain of a small, fast- 
moving sloop and crew. From these 
humble beginnings, your aim is to 
carve out a criminal legend for 
yourself — if you don’t get caught 
and hanged first. 

Experienced PC games players 
may notice something familiar 
about this premise. In all but name, 
Cutthroats is an updated modern 


The Crow’s Nest perspective is actually 
more of a bird’s eye view. 


THE SEADOGS OF WAR 


The best parts of 
Cutthroats are its 

sea and land battles, 
both of which are 
played out in real 
time using simple 

but flexible controls 
that offer a deceptive 
degree of tactical 
choice. Dividing up 
the spoils is fun, too... 
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version of that much-loved Sid 
Meier classic, Pirates! The basic 
concepts and setting are identical, 
and much of the gameplay itself is 
very similar. What's new is the 
addition of extra features and 
options; the detailed and colourful 
graphics; and the influence of the 
real-time strategy genre that began 
with Command & Conquer. 
Getting used to the way the 
game works takes a little Practice, 
entity due to the speed with which 
events tend to unfold on most of 
the screens. But once you get the 
hang of things, Cutthrog its proves 
every bit as much fun, and almost 
as addictive, as the original Pirates! 
The new options and features all 
make sense and are, for the most 
part, so seamlessly integrated into 
the flow of the game that only 
after several hours of play do you 
start to realise just how clever and 
subtle most of them are. The crew 
of each of your ships, for example, 
is divided into Sailors, Gunners and 


CUTTHROATS ¢:35 


Eidos = 0181 636 3000 
On the Web: www.eidos.co.uk 


Minimum System: P166, 32Mb, Windows 95 
Recommended: PII, 64Mb 


Although your first few sea battles tend 
to be simple affairs, equipped as you are 
with only a single sloop and minimal 
crew, once you start to build up a pirate 
fleet and take on bigger, better-defended 
convoys, things start to get much more 
interesting. Determining the best way to 
use different ships and their weapons is a 
challenging job. 


_ does it rate’ 


CUTTHROATS 
RED JACK PCF 87 70° X Average graphics 


UTTHROATS 


The loot-laden sea lanes of the 17th 


Once you get close enough to your prey on the Crow's Nest screen, the game switches toa 
close-up battle view as you attempt to sink or board your target. 

Marines. The more Sailors on not to mention the less room 
board, the more responsive and you'll have for loot. In addition, 
manoeuvrable the ship; the more you can hire officers with different 
Gunners, the faster your cannons skills, each of whom will alter the 
will reload; and the more Marines, 


the better your chances when 


effectiveness of the ship and its 
crew in different situations. 

boarding an opponent. However, Balancing these factors while 
the more crew you have in total, pursuing a successful career in 
the more food and other supplies high-seas robbery makes for a 
will be consumed. And the more 


you carry, the slower and more 


challenging and enjoyable game. 


However, it’s let down by a few 


fairly minor but nonetheless 


sluggish the ship will become — 


For and against 


va As addictive as Pirates! 
wv Dynamic, persistent world 
a Huge playing area 
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SLAND 3 PCF 78 90 


GSTERS PCF 90 


LD PCF 69 4 X Several minor annoyances 


Dividing up the ill-gotten revenue from 
a successful series of escapades is less 
exciting than the battle sequences, but 
strangely satisfying nonetheless. Seeing 
those pieces of silver added to your 
personal stash of loot doesn’t half give 
you a sense of achievement — providing 
you're as shallow and grasping as we 
are, that is. 


As a rule, land battles will be a less 
common occurrence — attacking 
undefended merchant vessels at sea is 
much easier and generally more lucrative 
than raiding a town — but that just makes 
them all the more enjoyable when they do 
happen. With good officers and a large 
force of marines, it’s even possible to raze 
whole ports to the sea. 


Visit the governor and he may offer you a 
special mission or even a Letter of Marque. 


annoying niggles. The graphics 
able in style and quality, 


ng above good, and often 


rarely ri 
clashing between one screen and the 
next. The sea battles, for example, 
are pretty and nicely detailed, but 
the Crow’s Nest screen is a tad 
basic and drab in comparison. 

This detracts from the polish of 

the gameplay itself, and makes the 
proceedings far less interesting that 
they could have been. 

More importantly, though, 
Cutthroats has a tendency to 
scream along at a breakneck pace, 
and while there are options to 
speed the action up even further, 
you can’t cut some slack to slow 
things down. As a result, the 
game can get quite confusing, 
and therefore a little frustrating. 


The main map screen: this is where you 
go to plan your long voyages. 


The almost sedate pace of Pirates! 
was one of its best features, and 
Hothouse would have a better game 
if they’d also paid homage to that. 

The biggest pity, however, is 
that Pirates!’s legendary sword 
duels don’t make an appearance. 
While this is understandable — after 
all, this isn’t an official sequel — it’s 
still a pity that you don’t get to run 
a few impertinent Spanish officers 
through now and then. 

Overall, then, Cutthroats is 
almost everything you could hope 
for from a modern version of a 
Sid Meier cle 
modern classic in its own right, 


ic — very nearly a 


but not quite. It’s still a damn fine 
game, though, and an awful lot of 


fun to play. &D 
Andy Butcher 


Perea | _Focow, 


You can attack towns via a simple real-time strategy sub-game. Depending on the size of 
your forces and on your goals, you can loot a few buildings or level an entire settlement. 


Cutthroats is set during the glory days of piracy. Between 1625 and 1725, the 
Caribbean was a hot-bed of political in-fighting, commercial competition and often 
outright war between the major European naval powers — England, France, Holland, 
Portugal and Spain. Hundreds of ships ferried valuable cargo to and from the New 
World, coping with treacherous seas, unpredictable weather and dozens of uncharted 


islands, reefs and shallows. 


The difficulties of effectively patrolling this huge area, combined with the 
rich pickings to be had and the ease with which a single ship or small fleet could 
disappear among the island chains, made the Caribbean a perfect hunting ground for 
independent captains with a degree of moral flexibility. The names of the most famous 
(and infamous) captains are still legends today - and Cutthroats gives you the chance 


to add yours to the list. 


SUPREME EVIL iS ABOUT Sette 
TO MAKE A COMEBACK . we 


: 
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In the 1980s, Sinistar earned a cult following. 


In 1999 Sinistar Unleashed™ submerges you into a hostile universe 
fraught with intense danger. A newly discovered, sy 
space dwelling species is on’ the verge of creating a 
devastating biomechanical weapon... The Sinistar. ¢ wy 


> \ 
APN) 
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premely evil, 


UNLEASH E 


This is, without doubt, the most visually stunning arcade 
any games machine: Spectacular graphics, compulsive 
3D sound effects combine to produce a benchmark, epi 


experience ever seen On 
game play and immersive 
C, arcade shooter. 

Other features include: 


¢ Breakthrough hardware-accelerated 3D graphics. 

¢ Cinematic real-time lighting and special effects. 

24 single-player levels, including 5 bonus levels. 

¢ Intimate combat sequences with intricately detailed enem 
¢ Compelling CD quality Electonica/Trance sound track. 

° Supports all forms of 3D audio. 

° Force feedback. 


\4 


y fighters, a. tS 


% 

“The extent to which GameFX has loaded the) 

game With graphical sweetmeats is nothing "2 i 
short of gobsmacking” =» Be 


“ARCADE. = Fig 
: «, 


“Luscious 3D accelerated spacescapes, wheeling asteroids 
and sinistar alien presence is great as it is - but the pumping 
Got | Cee ee techno soundtrack leaves us in no doubt” — 
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HEAVY GEAR 2 


ese 


Have you got the balls to mount 20 
feet of bucking metal death monster 
and force your enemy to his knees? 
Hang on, we’d rather not know. 


Mpg 


[ae 


REATING EVER-MORE 
fanciful killing machines is 
a way of life for some 


planning how best to achieve the 
mission objectives. 
Depending on the threat level, 


merchants of war ever get their 
hands on a copy of Heavy Gear 2, 
the world’s infantry are in for a 


people. If you work at nasty surprise. It’s one thing being you might also be able to take a 
Lockheed, McDonnell buried alive by a Desert Storming number of squad mates into the 
Douglas, or Vickers, the best part Challenger tank, but it’s quite fray and, as well as equipping each 


of your waking hours is spent 
dreaming up new and interesting 
ways of separating foot soldiers 
from their feet. Should these 


DESIGN FOR DEATH 


Before each mission you have the 
chance to create a gear to suit the task 
in hand. An ounce of design effort now 
is worth pounds of performance later, 
so make sure you take the time to 
work out what’s what. At your disposal 
you have all the gears from both sides 
that fought in the first game, so there’s 
plenty to take in. First, you choose the 
gear’s chassis, which determines its 
general strength and speed, and then 
add weapons, perks (jump jets, sniper 
sight, counter measures and so on) and 
armour. And let the killing commence. 


another to have your face fried by a 
Gattling laser cannon or your torso 
eviscerated by a heavy panzerfaust. 
It’s not that the eponymous 
attack machinery in Heavy 


gear with weapons, you have to 
assign a human commander to 
each. Your fellow pilots have 
different personalities, which makes 


the board game fiction 
upon which the sim is 
based dictates that the 
gears are no more than 
20 feet tall — but that they 
have enough weapon- 
bearing hardpoints to make an 
Apache helicopter blush. Despite 
this, the game doesn’t let you load 
up and blaze away. Your superiors 
assign each mission a threat level - 
the higher the level, the more 
weapons you're allowed to take 
into battle, a factor that adds a 
little extra frisson when you're 


with vehicles and buildings 


for some entertaining radio chatter, 
but it makes little difference to their 
performance during the mission. 


Mostly they’re helpful, occasionally 
they get in the way, but best of all 
you can use them to draw enemy 
fire away from you. 

What makes the difference 
between success and failure is how 


There’s plenty of variety in the 
landscapes. As well as 
encountering ice, volcanoes 
and verdant valleys, you spend 
some missions floating around 
outside spaceships. 


Gears can carry four types of weapon. 
Some, like the rockets, are mounted 
on the gear’s shoulders, while others 
are carried by hand. 


The Attribute Modification screen is 
where you decide your gear’s abilities. 
Wheel speed determines how fast your 
gear will go. Fire Contro! determines 
how much damage your weapons do. 
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Sere barculsely bis The pyrotechnics are rewarding, 


erupting in gratifying explosions 


The Sniper zoom 
enables you to 
pick off targets 
from long range, 
like the dirty 
camper you are. 


you use the strategic map view. é 
any time during a mission, you can 
switch to a plan view of the 
battlefield and give orders to your 
fellow gears. Early on in the game, 
there’s little reason to use the 
overhead map, but as the missions 
get more complicated you find 
yourself orchestrating flanking 
manoeuvres and feints while you 
strike at the heart of the 
enemy’s defences. Or hang 
back like a coward and 
take potshots using your 
telescopic zoom. 
Whichever assault tactic 
you choose, the 
are 


pyrotechn 
rewarding, with vehicles and 
buildings erupting in gratifying 
explosions. The detail on enemy 
foot soldiers is admirable, too. 
Their animated movement isn’t as 
smooth as that of your gear (you 
can spend an age admiring yourself 
from the external view), but when 
shot, their heads have a pleasing 
habit of popping off followed by a 
stream of blood. The sound effects 
are suitably meaty too, with each 
of your weapons giving off a 
different noise, so much so that you 
can almost smell the cordite in the 
air. Or the napalm in the morning. 
Or whatever, 


Gherkin merkin 

Where Heavy Gear 2 falls down is 
in the doggedly linear nature of the 
campaign missions. Not only does 
one follow another as sure as night 
follows day, with you unable to 
choose a broad course of action, 
but there are no shades of grey 
when it comes to winning and 
losing missions. 

In ancient PC times, Wiig 
Commander pioneered the 
branching storyline, giving you 
different missions depending on 
whether you had successfully 
completed or merely survived a 
mission. As a result, by dint of 
excellent flying in a subsequent 


mission, you were able to retrieve a 
desperate situation and get the plot 
back on track. In Heavy Gear 2, 
however, you either succeed or you 
don’t, the story coming to a 
crashing halt every time you fail, 
with only the retry option offering 
any salvation. 

Given that you'll be replaying 
some missions several times, i 
depressing to encounter enemies in 
exactly the same places every time. 
Surely it’s not beyond the scope of 
the designers’ talents to thrown in a 
ty or — shock! — 


little random va 
maybe even some artificial 
intelligence that would cause your 
enemies to try different tactics every 
now and again? 

As well battling through the 
story, you can put your skills to the 
test in historical missions (rather an 
anomaly in a fictional setting, but 
there we go) and instant action 
firefights. While these and the 
ubiquitous multiplayer mode 
extend the game’s longevity, Heavy 
Gear 2’s main appeal lies in the 
campaign. The whole shebang is 
hugely entertaining, visually adept 
and extremely challenging, but 
shouldn’t that be the norm for 
games nowadays? GD 

Richard Longhurst 


The gear's HUD is easy to understand — radar in the bottom-left and weapons in the top-right. The bars in the bottom-right corner 
show how much armour you've got left and how stealthy you’re being. 


| PC FORMAT Rating 


13 ) 995 How does it rate? 


MECHWARRIOR 3 PCF 98 89% 
HEAVY GEAR 2 v Addictive campaign 
STARSIEGE UNIVERSE PCF 96 85% v Cracking visuals 
SHOGO: MOBILE ARMOR DIVISION PCF 92 s5%| “ Exciting explosions 
WARGASM PCF 91 85%. X Disappointing Al 


| For and against 
vY Exceedingly challenging 


Activision = 01895 456700 
On the Web: www.activision.com 


Mini ystem: P166, 64Mb, 3D accelerator 


Recommended: PII 450, Voodoo2 


Calls charged at £1.00 per min - Maximum cost of call £3.00. Ask permission from the 


paying the phone bill! Comr 


PLAYE! 


YOUR CHOICE 


aC on/responsible for 
closes 31st October 1999. After which time they may be replaced|by a 


‘Service onthe same numbers. Winners will be picked|randomly from correc 
‘Send an S.A.E. tolLN Services, PO Box 107, Ki 
Helpline 0870 740 1002 (Helpline calls charged’ 


a Oem, 


SHARP DIGITAL VIEWCAM 


IT LINKS WITH YOUR PCIN A SHOT 


VIEWCAM:SLIM 


Our camcorders have always been 
linked with innovations, and now here’s 
one that links with your PC. 

The perfect match for your computer, 
the new Sharp digital VL-PD3H ViewCam 
with 2.5" LCD screen produces perfect 
still shots from your videos. 

See how easy it is, step-by-step. 

Palm-sized and ultra lightweight, 
this versatile new Digital ViewCam 
‘Slim’ is a high spec camcorder with 
a high quality picture performance 


courtesy of its bright F14 lens and 


WIDE SCREEN TV LCD VIDEO PROJECTOR pvp 


Shoot high resolution 
digital video 


ViewCam connects 
easily with your PC 


Transferred images are 
captured and then 
output on your printer 
as stills 


=) 


Supplied PixLab 
software lets you 
produce creative ideas 


DV Fine Filter, plus many other 


advanced features. 

Including unique Sharp _ Digital 
Gamma Correction to automatically 
adjust exposure levels and a long life 
battery that gives you up to 105 minutes 
continuous recording. 

For digital video or for stills, simply 


connect with Sharp. 

For more information, including 
details of your nearest stockist, ring 
Freefone 0800-262958. 

You can also visit our corporate 


website at www.Sharp-world.com 


= 2 
VCR INTERNET VIEWCAM PERSONAL MINIDISC MINIDISC SYSTEM 


PixLab software supp 


| 


CIVILIZATION 2: 
TEST OF TIME 


A last gasp for one of PC gaming's all-time strategy greats. But is 
Sid Meier's classic set to go out with a bang or a whimper? 


AVING RECENTLY HAD THE 
chance to play Civilization: 
Call to Power and Alpha 
Centauri, what we really 


needed for 
MicroProse, in its infinite horse- 
flogging wisdom, to crack the whip 
and churn out another version of 
Civilization 2. But that’s ctly 
what it’s done. The Test of Time 
update is actually three games in 

I tarted 
up with spangly new graphics and 


one — the original Civ 2, a 


tweaked interface, and a couple of 
scenarios that expand the 
civilisation-building concept into the 
science fiction and fantasy realms. 
Whichever game you choose, 
the fundamenta 
start with a single settler and have 


are the same, You 


to build a civilisation, researching 


the knowledge that enables you to 


develop new units (military and 


civil) and construct buildings in 
your cities. As your civ develops, 


you have make sure the population 


is happy and well fed, and that your 


Everything you need 
to keep you awake 
for night after night 
of bleary-eyed 
Civilisation building 


coffers have enough cash to see you 
through times of strife, of which 
there are a lot. 

Happily for us, the Civ 2 mare 
isn’t yet dead and even though the 
control system appe: 


clunky and 
outdated, the game’s still worth 
playing. The turn-based think-em- 
up gameplay is pleasantly engaging, 
especially when compared to the 
frantic clicking of real-time strategy 
games, and it’s eas) 
basics even though there’ 
thoroughly complicated game lying 
just below the surface. New units 
and an extended timeline make this 


sy to pick up the 


a 


Vv 


rsion of Civ 2 worth playing even 
if you’ve finished the original. 


Bird fancier’s lung lotion 
The big innovation in the additional 
scenarios is that they both take 
place on four levels 
offers diffe 
challenges, and even though you 
can switch your view from one to 
another at will, you can only move 


Zach plane 


“nt resourt 


and 


certain units through specially 
created gateways. It makes 
controlling the growth of your 
isation much more complicated. 


The sci-fi scenario, Universe of 
Lalande 21185, is the we: 
coming over as a poor man’s Alpha 


cest, 


Centauri that swamps you with 
more Trekkian jargon than you 


> £35 


How does it rate? 


Ah, the familiar partly-explored Civilization 
map, along with our traditional reassurance 
that it’s a lot more fun than it looks, 
honest. It’s a lot more fun than it looks, 
honest. Oh, forget it. 


could shake DeForest Kelley's 
corpse at. There’s fun to be had in 
the World of Midgard, though, not 
just because the fantasy creatures 
are more entertaining that their sci- 
fi counterparts, but because there’s 
a story and sub-missions running 
throughout the scenario. 

Allin all, Test of Time is the 
definitive Civ 2 collection, 
providing everything you need to 
keep you awake for night after 
night of bleary-eyed civilisation 
building. But with Civ 3 already 
making its way from Sid Meier’s 
drawing board to Brian Reynolds’ 
code room, MicroProse had better 
be aware that the horse is looking 
increasingly wobbly on its legs. @D 

Richard Longhurst 


statistics screens and Civiliopedia, they're just filled with all manner of 
errant nonsense. Still, we wouldn’t mind having dominion over beasts... 


All the city information windows are drag-and-droppable — put them 
wherever you feel happiest. 


For and against 


ALPHA CENTAURI PCF 94 92° 
CIVILIZATION: CALL TO POWER PcF 95 85% 
CAESAR 3 PCF 89 84% 
CIVILIZATION 2: TEST OF TIME 
SIMCITY 3000 PcF 93 80% 


v It's Civ 2! 
v And it lasts longer! 

v With a fantasy setting 
X And a sci-fi one 

X That's enough Civ now 


MicroProse = 0181 569 1234 
On the Web: www.microprose.com 


P166, 16Mb 


The fantasy scenario offers different P200, 32Mb 


graphics and comedy units. 
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“The best on-line game we've ever seen, a huge winn 


ONLINE GAMING REViIcé 


REAL TIME TAUI< 
We TEAM PUAWY 
EAS PACED AGTION 


~ HEADSET & MICROPHONE INCLUDED ~ 


IMAIN 


cryo => 


(ZZ France Telecom La? 
EY} 


Multimedia CD 


‘rance Tolecom Multimedia. All 
© 1999 Gryo Networks, Fi tights reserved, concept, design and programm| Multitude Inc. 
Gryo UK Ltd., 162a The Parade, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 4Ar To). 01926 315552 Fax: 01926 335460. A rey crgesanteractive. com 


NETWORKS 


FULL OUR 


Chinese forces are massing on the Kazakhstan border 
and you’re the man on the other side of the wire. Yep, 


it’s time for World War III... 


ACK IN THE DIM AND 
distant past, designers 
would set their games 
in fantasy worlds in 
order to circumvent the 


laws of physics and cut down on 
» 21, by 


development time. Fore 
contrast, is set firmly in the real 
world, where hills have a habit 
of blotting out objects behind 
them and missiles don’t always 
hit their target. 

Pitched between Battlezone 
and Rainbow 6, Force 21 is a 
real-time 3 : 
right at the start of \ 
III. The Chinese have invaded 
Kazakhstan (they ter oil) and 
it’s up to the Americans (and a 
few allies who may have a small 
influence on the outcome) to SCOP 
their charge for world domination. 

Missions star! 


way, with a briefing from your 
wv of the 


t 


commander and a viev ' 
intelligence that’s been gathered : 
Having gained a feel for the kine 
; ou'll be up against, 


of opposition y ses 
ders 


you can then assign con ‘ 
s Y *ve beer 
to each of the units you've 0° “ih 
A yw 
allocated. When you're hapPY 


Hold your heavy tanks 
Well back and Jet them 
Pound the opposition 
before sending in lighter, 
more mobile troops to 
finish them off. 


tin the traditional 


your battalion, it’s time to drop 
into battle. 
Force 21 can be played from 


a 3D gameworld or a map-style 
tactical screen. You target enemy 
troops in the former, so it’s here 
that most of your time is spent, but 
the tactical screen is also useful - 


Force 27 is a real-time 3D 
strategy game set right at 
the start of World War Ill 


especially during later missions 
when there are upwards of 10 
different units to command. 

The gameworld boasts an 
extremely intuitive control system — 
you can view the action from any 


angle simply by wafting the mouse 


FORCE 21 ss 


Red Storm = 01753 854444 
On the Web: www.redstorm.com 


Minimum System: P133, 16Mb, SVGA 
Recommended: P233, 32Mb, 3D card 


around the screen. Units can then 
be pointed at a destination or 
enemy target via the map screen or 
the gameworld itself. A pleasingly 
uncluttered interface echoes the 
ign. 

Force 21's graphi 


excellent control de: 


engine is 

perfectly suited to the task at hand: 
the detailed vehicles, buildings 
and landscapes are careful 
not to get in the way of the 
game control. It’s all a bit 
understated, somewhat like 
Warzone 2100, but that’s no 
bad thing. There are over 40 
vehicles, which means plenty 

of tactical options, and gameplay 


that extends beyond the traditional 


reliance on one or two unit types. 
Marrows and pygmies 


Considering the very doughty 
opposition that Force 21 will be 


How does it rate? 


FORCE 21 | 


zx 


For and against 


v Fast graphics engine 
Vv Well-weighted missions 
wv Pleasant learning curve 
X Nothing special 

| X Not Tiberian Sun 


Success doesn’t mean simultaneously 
pointing everything at the enemy. 


Here we've chosen a line formation 
because we want to surprise the enemy. 


up against when it hits the shops — 
Battlezone 2 and Tiberian Sun are 
the enemy’s standard bearers — it’s 
in for a rough ride. While not a 


bad game by any stretch of the 
imagination, it’s a strangely hollow 


a acking the instant visceral 
thrills promised by Tiberian Sun 

or the superb graphics and perfect 
landscape modelling we expect 
from Battlezone 2. Recommended, 
then, unless you can only afford the 


occasional game, in which case you 


hould wait ‘til next month’s review 


of Tiberian Sun. @D 


w 


David Bradley 


| PC FORMAT Rating 
Fo A®, 


The tactical map enables you to get a 
much better feel for the landscape. 


In this mission, we’ve been asked to stop 
the Chinese entering a village. 
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ive GAMEPLAY 


—_. 


[ tv | 


the-technology channel 
Www. tvetammell.co. uk 


Return to the glory days of the 18th century, when pirates roamed th 
sea and fortunes could be made or lost overnight. 


IVEN THE SUCCESS OF SID 
Meier’s classic Pirates! Attempts to capture pdrts : | ‘ 
and the mis ed look are resoly an the bie 
of nostalgia that appears Heed apitarsinoatig i Pe 
in many older PC gamers’ nuteag Sous Ter. 
3 at th Ie ie f its due'to garrisons of troop 
eyes at the mene MENON of its present in most towns. 
name, it’s surprising that there 


haven’t been more attempts to 
k Boarding actions against ships i 


EL i . are played out In real-time 2 | 
Luckily, 1999 is set to change all si naxed uO Oe ee a : i ) | ne 


that. Hothouse, the developer of and officers scurrying about 

Gangsters, has put the finishing and slashing the enemy to bits, 

touches to Cutthroats (see page 96), 

whi odemasters is distributing ay a ry! . 


recreate the game in modern form. 


Corsairs from Microids. 
In Corsairs, you’re a privateer bn / \ . | 
—a chap allowed to prey on the 
shipping of his country’s enemies 
the government; a legitimate pirate wees oe \ 
who can expect help and support poumnnargeal ! 
from his nation’s settlements, but in have to manually control your ships Perhaps the two most important j 
return may be expected to defend in battle and na ion has been differences between Corsairs and : P . ‘ J 
them or undertake other missions. simplified, but you still have to Pirates! are the addition of a very Pirates! fans. Instead, you ¢ = 
worry about the relative speeds of simple mission structure and the either let the computer generate the 
Splice the mainbrace the different classes of ship and the way that the boarding actions are results, or take control of a real- d " uw 
Beginning with a single ship, you're direction of the wind. handled. Although you're largely time strategy section in which you 3 ava ta fis batt! e to WI f yo U p tl Zes. 
given the opportunity to make your Corsairs offers several brand- free to do as you see fit, you’r control crew and officers via the 
fortune by sailing the seas of the new features and improvements. given certain objectives to achieve traditional point-and-click interface, 
Caribbean, attacking and boarding You can develop friendly ports by your country’s governor, such Corsairs may not be ) 
foreign ships and ports, tradi by ordering the construction of as capturing a specific enemy port, new or original and the graphics Ga m e at bl . b d 5 
with friendly towns and slowly stronger fortresses or better light ch gives the game a sense of - while pleasingly detailed — area S e€pu l (Cc 5 a fe) A) iG} ew Se il es 
building resources by purchasing houses and the like. The combat direction and purpose. tad basic, but this is a very playable 
or capturing new ships and crew. options have been expanded with You no longer decide the result game and should keep your thirst e Th d 3 0 
It’s a simple formula and has the addition of different types of of boarding actions in a one-on-one for swashbuckling action sated ve Vy U] Ss ay, . 9 A) 
lost none of its appeal in the time cannon balls and you can even duel with the opposing captain or until Cutthroats sails along. 


since the original Pirates!, which set up your own treasure islands. commander, which is a boon for Andy Butcher (G) nly (6) h [ TV. J 
i ° 


Corsairs strongly resembles. You 


view the action from a top-down -ORSAIRS e2s How does it rate? For and against PC FORMAT Rating 


map screen, controlling the action ae 
Codemasters/Microids CIVILIZATION 2 PCF 56 90% ov Simple and fun to play 


= 01926 814132 WARCRAFT 2 pcr 53 90% a ienvicood textures 
On the Web: www.codemasters.com CORSAIRS ov Lots of freedom of action 
Minimum System: P166, 32Mb BUCCANEER Por 82 56% X Basic graphics 


updated inithe wake ofithe:real> Recommented: P200, 64Mb PIRATES! GOLD pcr 24 46% X Can become repetitive 
time strategy revolution. You don’t 


with a combination of the mouse 
and keyboard. The key elements 
of the game are also similar, albeit 


. = 


. Py @ 
3 | as [ tv ] -television for the 21st century 
A series of basic tutorial missions makes There’s a large variety of different ships Enemy ports have a habit of blasting you Before attempting to do any damage, it’s 


getting started a jolly simple matter. for you to buy or capture. with cannons at the slightest provocation. wise to spend time building your resources. C k 08 
all Sky on 0870 240 2 
October 1999 PC FORMAT y 000 or contact your local cable operator 


mee GAMEPLAY 3 


SOUL REAVER 


What happens if you kill one of the 
undead, then bring him back to life 
again? A) utter confusion, or B) the 
creation of a Soul Reaver, who frees 
spirits from their undead bodies? 


EING A VAMPIRE IS BACK IN Dead, where you were supposed to 

fashion. Ever since Buffy suffer for the rest of eternity. 

made her first short- d, the ancient god known as 

skirt laying, vampires The Elder saved you and sent you 

have lost their rather lame back to the material world to 
image. No more ageing Count smack down Kain and your 
Dracula replete with comedy accent mutant vampire brethren, thus 
and Brylcreem fixation, destined re-establishing the Elder’s influence 


Games N 


Apart from having a suitably bonkers name, Raziel is garbed in a rather fetching sash-cum- 
mask effort which comes in handy when leaping over scary gorges. And hiding his big conk. 


only to appear in Scooby Doo — over Nosgoth. Planes 
and actually turn out to be a ything else you need to Legend.of Zelda: Ocarina of Time this world-jumping — a solid wall in 
disgruntled shoe-shop owner know about Soul Reaver? It’s a on the N64. the real world can be an important 
ng a mask. Soul Reaver third-person 3D adventu So, using your gamepad or the pathway in the spirit one. 
continues this updating of vampiric similar to Tomb Raider, but more <eyboard alternative, you control 
legend and, thankfully, Scrappy like the hugely overlooked ODT Raziel, running, jumping and Over my dead body 
to be found. (PCF 90, 82%). And it’s blatantly ghting your way through Combat is an important part of 
obvious that it was ported from osgoth, in both the physical and Raziel’s remit — he has to kill 
Living in a material world the PlayStation. spirit planes. See, Raziel is no vampires and absorb their souls to 
You play Raziel, a former From the recommended longer undead — he’s really dead, replenish his energy. It’s handled in 
lieutenant of the Vampire-Lord controller — a gamepad = to the but able to live in the physical a novel way, too — because 
Kain. Together, you ruled Nosgoth. on-screen messages asking you to world for short periods of time. He vampires are immune to most ways 
Everything was rosy until you had press Start, and the general arcade can drop back into the spirit realm of death-dealing, you use the attack 
the audacity to gain a new feel, it’s obvious that Soul Reaver (just like the real one, but with a buttons just to stun and 
mutation — wings — before your was designed for a little grey box gloomier palette, spookier sounds disorientate them, before using a 
master. So he ripped them off (you with a TV. Still, it’s one of the and fewer bad guys) any time, but special, Mortal Kombat-style death 
get to see this, and it looks as best 3D adventures on the can only enter the real move. Early on, you can only pi 
though it must smart a bit) and PlayStation, and borrows heavily world through special vampires up and throw them into 
chucked you into the Lake of the from another console classic — The \ nd there is a water or sunlight, but once you 
point to pick up the Soul Reaver sword and 
learn some magic, it’s much easier. 
Puzzle solving isn’t quite so 
important — the two-worlds 


& Automobiles 


situation adds some intrigue, 
“Hello. My name "iy g but becomes annoying when 
is Raziel. Would you keep getting zapped back 
you care fora 


—_ ven 4 ‘i aiaierctae to the spirit plane, and block- 
TE . i Z broccoli floret? 


pushing type puzzles are of sub- 


In one of the many evocative, if intrusive Pe y ; 
cut-scenes, Raziel finds out his new mission p Tomb Raider complexit 
— to kill his traitorous brethren, who made Z ty Still, Soul Reaver is a darkly 

his wings all floppy. The meanies. > " stylish gothic adventure, with lots 


of bashing and bags of atmosphere. 


Pity there’s no Buffy in it — Raziel 
surely wouldn’t mind some help 
with all the vampires. @D 
Colin Mitchell 


In a scene reminiscent of Mortal Kombat 
Raziel shows the undead why being a reanimated- 
dead-undead is best. 


SOUL REAVER 35 How does it rate? 


Eidos = 0181 636 3000 RESIDENT EVIL 2 pcr 93 86% 
On the Web: www.eidosinteractive.com TOMB RAIDER 3 PCF 91 83% 
- =. ODT PcF 90 82% 
Sluaghs are scavengers, preying on lost Minimum System: P200, 32Mb SOUL REAVER 
souls. Encountered alone, they're easy prey. IT EP et Meee ea LEGACY OF KAIN 


But they usually hunt in packs. ~~ A D Vv E R T | S E M E N T F E A T U R E 
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MICROPROSE 


90s, MicroProse has been 

synonymous with high 
quality and originality. Master 
of the Commodore 64 during 
the home-computer boom last 
decade, MicroProse cornered 
the simulation market and 
made household names of 
designers such as Sid Meier, 
| ‘Wild’ Bill Stealey and 
Geoff Crammond. 

Since then, 
MicroProse has 
consistently 
brought great 
games to the PC, 
breaking new 
ground in its 
| traditional areas 
| of sims, strategy 
and anything that 
exercises the grey 
matter. In the last few 
years, it has released several 
of the PC’s most-loved games. 
Civilization 2 and Grand Prix 2 
both sold over one-million copies 
worldwide, while Rollercoaster 
Tycoon has shifted hundreds of 
| thousands in just the few months 
it has been on sale. It all proves 


Tex: mcr THE 80S AND 


| of your PC, then MicroProse is the 
| company to turn to. 


your diary... 


itor 


Ed 


Get bang-up-to-speed with 16 
pages of this winter's fastest PC 
games, brought to you courtesy 
of MicroProse and Hasbro. 


that if you want to make the most 


Time to mark the 
release dates of 

this winter's eight Spirit of Spee 
fastest games in 


GP WORLD 


GPS5SOO ....::; 


B-17 THE MIGHTY EIGHTH 


-@ Become the 
— next Frank, 
|| Eddie or 


Sponsors. Livery 


Last year, MicroProse was bought 
by toy giant Hasbro, a company 


determined to become a major pages 6-; - = 2 
force in es. The result of th 

eal is Mee ieee sania SPIRIT OF SPEED: J a ck | e | n th | Ss 
invest even more time and money pages 8-4 management 


in creating the finest simulation 
and action games. 

In this supplement, we 
present MicroProse’s winter line- 
up. There's a definite racing 
theme with the sheer 
speed of GP500, the 
management of 
GP World, the 


STUNT GP paces 10-11 
PHOENIX 


pages 12-1; 


AVALON HILL'S DIPLOMAG, ~#__.- | = 
page 14 cm! | 


game based 

on the world’s 
most-watched 
motorsport 


AUSTRALIAN 
ft SS v 


° 
8th Mar 1998 


nostalgia of E ad 
oe RISK I : 

in Spirit of 2 ° 

Speed and the page 15 


adrenaline rush 
of Stunt GP. With 
B-17 The Mighty 
Eighth, MicroProse a 
returns to its sim roots, ~~ 
while Phoenix sends the | 
first-person shooter to space. 
Avalon Hill's Diplomacy and 
Risk II both recreate and 


expand on the board 
games. MicroProse and 
Hasbro’s commitment Y, ” 


“> CLASSIC , 


to sheer excellence and 
graphical beauty prove { 
that it's going to be a Fi 
very merry Christmas! 


goosebump-inducing television coverage. 
From the flashy logos to the easy-to-reach 
menus, this game fools you into thinking 
that you're watching the real McCoy. 

The development that is getting us 
going, though, is the superb camera angles 
during race day. Gone are the coloured dots 


One seasons yourself. There is no other way 
to appreciate the tension and pressure of 
handling, testing, development, qualifying 
and, of course, the big race itself. 


BE FEW PEOPLE WHO THINK 


Ee aang a successful Formula One 
edn is all about just smiling at the 


camer ond HAS 
blondes. The likes & endless agony and 


Jackie Stewart have le the huge finances 


Rubber soul 
If you're familiar with Grand Prix Manager, 


- ecstasy, as they jugg’° sible zipping around a plan view of the track. 
GP World November of a Grand Prix team with the bsg You et t | A th th Gublasime bully Gustanntesla ever Seca ane 
/ ta ccesses of their g 0 p ay Wi e N [ n 
GP500 September Sl aie *itlions of pounds to bankroll é . via TV views. Watch ee one of 
A Bi It takes mill! 4 in the world, 1 each official track, beautifully rendered and 
B-17 The Mighty Eighth novemrer not ony ie rer oO ee big boys in recreating <2 see Or ainelay 
er but also the most e industry, i several of the most important corners at 
, oes components outside ot anna out to the genuine Formu la One once, drop in an overhead view and even 
Stunt GP Novem er not to mention the m! ace the things. If stick in timing displays and information. It 
Phoenix September square-jawed heroes Mae somewhere, seasons yourse all adds up to a more realistic experience. 
Fy i : Thi: has to co” dvertising For the first time, a GP management 
Avalon Hill's Diplomacy No vember ca thot sonewhere is from adve! then the very first thing you notice about game gives you the views that the real 
Risk i , November and sponsorship- Jd, the latest version GP World is the fully overhauled interface. team managers enjoy at the pit lane. Break 
| i In Grand Prix World, that began with Instead of the stats-heavy tables reminiscent lap records with the genuine drivers, teams, 
C laASSIC games ‘ Bioeth of the management series sD Bley with of most management games, information is | sponsors and tracks, and see what it’s like 
throughout September and October Grand Prix Manager YOu oe auine Formula now presented in a fashion more akin to to manage a real sport. 


n recreating genu! 


the big boys | 
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Eat Fat -Te 


MICROPROSE nemo 


P5 


TOP TIPS 


Because good steering involves 
shifting your weight, you need 
to start the turn much earlier 
than you would in a car. 
Remember the age-old rule 
of cornering: brake before the 
corner, be at the right speed 
before you start to turn, then 
gently accelerate through it. 
Bikes are rear-wheel driveng 
Never fully open the thro: 
until you're actually poi 
down a straight. 


drivers have it tough, but at least 

they’ve got a few layers of carbon 
fibre protecting them from the harsh, 
inflexible tarmac of the world’s most 
tense racing tracks. Riders in the GP500 
are merely the thickness of their logo- 
splattered leathers away from tarmac 
travelling at up to 250 miles-an-hour 
below them. Now that’s insane. 

It's also rather frighteningly good fun, 
particularly when you consider that the 
worst that can happen to you playing GP500 
at home is to)play for so long) that you lose 
sleep, not lose a limb. 

Fully licensed’ by the FIM) which is the 
official name behind the fastest motorbike 
championship in the world, the development 


Y= MAY THINK THAT FORMULA ONE 
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team at Beam has created the most realistic 
simulation on the PC available today. That's 
not to say that you can’t pick it up quickly. 
There's an Arcade mode for first-timers, 
while realism settings can be gradually 
applied until you find your limit or pass 

as a real racer. 

The quality of the racing engine is 
apparent when you follow a computer 
rider around any of the 14 official courses, 
including the excellent Donington in 
England. Neither the physics or artificial- 
intelligence system in GP500 cut any corners 
when you race. The computer is actually 
operating a virtual joystick for each of the 
other 23 riders. They won't do anything you 
can’t do, and can’t put in any lap times over 
and above the best a human can do. In fact, 


GP500/enables you to customise any of 
your teams bikes to your specifications. 


Om, 


¥ BINT 
eet xia Va ; 


ee 
D> Sy 


A Developer Beanfhas recreated the tracks 
with stunning attention-to-detail. 


Playing GP500 is just as thrilling 
as the real thing. Only safer. 


A 


because they are all based on the real riders 
from the 98 season, they genuinely react 25 
they did. 

While there can be no guarantees in any 
sport at the best of times, you can put your 
Money on Mick Doohan to win in GP509, 
just as he did in the real championship. 


The fastest, 
most realistic 


pant-browning 


experience on 


pees Ae 


J] 
am! 


A Speed demon Kenny Roberts Jr helped 
to ensure the handling was accurate. 


Beam Software, an Australian developer 
that has been writing games since 1980 - 
including hits such as Way of the Exploding 
Fist, KKND and Cricket 97, has used the 
experience of top rider Kenny Roberts Jr 
and Suzuki to ensure that the handling in 
GP500 is absolutely spot-on. However, you 
can adjust the set-up on any of the teams’ 
mean machines in the garage to suit your 
own particular riding style. 

From the quick five-minute blast around 
Suzuka, to the full race around Imola, to a 
complete recreation of the 1998 season, 


Developed by Beam 


there's no belittling the sheer importance 
of playing a game that so fully simulates 
the sport. The correct logos on every team's 
overalls, exact bike telemetry and perfectly 
recreated tracks down to the position of 
trees and grandstands are all elements that 


It’s high time to point 
your friends in the 
direction of GP500 


ensure that MicroProse's GP500 is the only 
truly perfect version of one of motorsport's 
fastest-growing events. Requiring more skill 
and subtlety than Formula One, GP500 is the 
ultimate in thrill simulations. 


a Aan FORMAT MICROPROS 


leg in at the British Grand Prix, but bear 
in mind that he had 30 years of safety 
technology protecting his fragile body. 
GP500 racers have no such luck. It’s not 
merely a case of missing a corner and 
slamming into a barrier at 200 miles- 
per-hour; you can pull too ambitious 
a wheelie then flip over and skid out 
by accelerating while pulling a turn. 
GP500 models the bike and rider 
separately, so as the crash throws your 
body across the gravel, you need never 
underestimate the pain you'd endure 
if this were the real McCoy. 


It doesn't get any more thrilling than playing 
it on-line, either. With the propagation of 
free Internet services, there's now no excuse 
not to challenge up to 15 other Internet 
gamers to a race. It certainly doesn't get any 
better looking. Requiring a 3D card, GP500 is 
extremely fast even on an average PC. The 
scenery shoots by at dizzying speeds. 

As the complaints about the lack of over- 
taking threaten to drown interest in Formula 
One Grand Prix, it's high time to point your 
friends in the direction of GP500 - on TV 
and on your PC. There's nothing more 
thrilling than outbraking your opponent at 
250mph and cutting inside a hairpin at SO, 
before accelerating back to full speed in just 
eight seconds. Don’t believe us? We'll see 
you on-line this October, then. 
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i isa 
Developed by Wayward 


The thrilland © — in ce at — 
terror of ae ee 7 


Lee World War 
ee : , Wea 
most reat daylight AE 


grace the PC 


ah bombing has 
never been . 
AY (e) ri ea I isti (e IN “Chocks away, Ginger!” You don’t have to put on A MicroProse has returned to its venerable flight- 


a silly voice to enjoy B17, but it makes us laugh. sim roots and produced a highly realistic game. 


ON A WING AND A PRAYER 


As well as good-old bom Bing. 
ou also need to make strategic 
decisions if You want to succeed. 


TOP TIPS 


Try not to send your squadrons 

on suicide missions. Not only Lind 
does this deplete your pool of "5 
experienced pilots, but it tends 

to make the survivors rather 
depressed, to say the least. 


Bombers may have built-in 
defences with its scattering of 
machine gun pods, but there’ 
nothing better than a healt 
and experienced fighter esc 


The reason why the B17 Flying Fortress was successful at daylight 
runs was that it could withstand enormous levels of structural 
damage yet still stay in the air. Nevertheless, that’s no excuse to 
leave it to faith to get in and out of Germany alive. While you 
can take over in any of the 10 roles necessary to successfully 
control the bomber, you might prefer to fly in one of the three 
support fighters — the P38 Lightning, P47 Thunderbolt or P51 
Mustang. Alternatively you could be the one doing the shooting 
down in the seat of the German fighters, such as the Fw190, 


During WWII, the RAF lost 8,000 
bombers over Germany. So 
don't get too despondent if in 
one or two missions you don't Ba 
return unscathed. 


a ae 


Wf icisrestonsicinevesrcom” MicroProse has returned to its 


hot-headed rookies?) and what aircraft. Set over 25 historically 
fighter support to supply. accurate campaign missions (as 


' hands, rotated ut the wrist 180- roots and ‘ Bf-109, ME262 Schwalbe and Me-163 Komet. Once you have picked the well as an Instant Action set-up), 
degrees, placed the finger-circles over our 1 mission, you can take part in as the game can be as accurate or 
eves and|sang the theme to Reach for the created a stunning Theres oo hter pie pombes In these MTV days, it's graphical —_ rotating wheels and the crew much of the action as you want. _ simple as you like. If you fancy 
Skies (or was it Dambusters?), little could we update i(1) the 0 igi | and rider before pate a splendour that first caresses moving around the inside of You can fly, navigate, find the doing this whole bombing lark 
imagine that ‘play time’ would advance so rigina game taco t ‘ your senses and B17 has this in the aircraft to your orders. target and bomb it or defend accurately but find you're a little 
much some 20-odd years later. Rather than school. In 1992, it continued its si b . 1) the great things that moo spades. The terrain of Europe The ordering system is the aircraft from the machine- wet behind the ears, the training 
run around the playground Re ene” Career with the release of Bir simul andjadding suse ou the ©PPOrtunity to has been modelled to within important. You aren’t just flying | gun positions. You don’t even missions get you up to speed. 
shooting down Gerry (chat ea c pa Bee Fortress, a classic WWII gam aes sees ee it’s NOW Pople, With yo" 20cm for the utmost accuracy, an aircraft (although take a look _ have to stick to a single aircraft. But of course, you just know 
of our best friend, coincidenta OY Bale y managed to effortlessly onbe SOE OW Sa CL 2 to fly 2 B17 FIYING Fortress While 3D-accelerated graphics at the On a Wing and a Prayer As well as jumping into up to 12 _ that the realism of the game is 

going: “puddaduddadudda,” vir pee polect sim with team mana pees ieee ire supre E paeaeet Of World Ww show off bucket-loads of aircraft  boxout), but are also in charge bombers, you can even fly the as perfect as if you were actually 
with the gift of the cores SSA strategy. And that’s not an erat ang Pennloai, % sump int? the Lae Jackets o! circling and attacking. The all- of the entire campaign. You support role in one of eight flying for the USAF or Luftwaffe. 
realistically than) was ev® thee eee i With Flying Fortress 1 aoe thing todo. Il, You can j w me bers ay ile navigatin? important little touches have need to decide which strategic fighters. The Multiplayer option You can look forward! to taking 
Of course, MicroPros® ajebit snastered is ee to its roots ang te oes hes Giine at ocating ay Been bombi" “S also been taken care of. As well areas should be bombed, which means that you can even fly for out your very first oil refinery 
creating flight clan to secondary a ae to the original gam oe een across EUOE, ets nd JeteENaing the airc! as selecting your own nose art, crews to send on the mission the Germans against up to 31 when B17 The Mighty Eighth 
Fails w : . siements that made the pea iat) a pag ks- you should keep an eye out for (the exhausted veterans, or the other pilots, spread over various _is released this November. 
Spas! - grea rom e : 


when a lot of U' 
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Put paid to the pressures of daily li 
with a wicked blast around fantasy 
tracks in a remote-controlled car 


ae : le ui 
the handling. 


used to 
Now go for as many points 
as possible, starting gently 
by locking the wheels when 
breaking, ane turning @uickly 


mnougitestberchy ride on =a 


two wheels. 


Now you can practice the 
more impressive stunts, in the 
Stunt Bowl. Get up plenty of 
speed and be ready to flip 
the car the moment your 
wheels leave the ground. 


lof 


the name suggests, 

the lack of bulk on 

these little beauties 

means that they can | 
perform the most incredible . 
stunts, given a sudden change 

in contour to play with. 

As you can probably imagine, Team 17 
has included a lot of these contour changes 
around the hugely detailed and varied 
tracks, including short Cuts, loop the loops, 


and massive jumps, While some of 
stunts are neces: 


rash, the handling 
comes impaired. 


esigned arcade 
rfectly realistic 


oad. Fortunately, you can't actually 
your car, although persistent crashes 
Jecrease both the handling and 


your vehicles, while the 
around the course is usually 
g off crash barriers. 
1 ‘ console 


its hea consol 
the past, Stunt GP features a 


s as you proceed through 
Y for yourself, or 


a 


a 


ew Cz 25 


The currency in Stunt GP is called the 
Aeromile, which is earned every fraction 
of a second that you car is actually 


doing something interesting. For 
instance, skid round a corner and you 
are modestly rewarded. Ride on two 


wheels and a fair number of Aeromiles 
are added to your account. Leap like a 
salmon over a hump in the road, spin 
in mid-air and land perfectly and you 
could almost retire on your earnings. 

’s even possible tc 


Its in massive multipliers. 
used to buy car upgrades 
- ‘ 


iSO te i 
one 


> 
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Put a 1940s-style film noir plot 
in space and you have perhaps 

the most intriguing story-driven 
combat game ever made 


aest . = % 
a] 4 4 


_ JOP TIPS 


Pay attention to the storyline. 
It's a very important aspect of ~ 
Phoenix and can help you to, 
figure out how to take different 
paths through the adventure. 


ge 


Phoenix‘s world of the forthcoming 
millennium relies on two different 
types of weapon, which make up over 
15 different varieties. Energy cannons 
are necessary to blast through the 
protective energy shields of the ships 
of the future, whereupon you can use 
your missiles and projectile weapons 
to puncture and damage the skin. 

You don't need a Elements of each ship can all be 

3D card to enjoy _ targeted directly, so it’s possible to 
Phoenix's utterly 4 shoot the gun turrets of the larger 
stunning visua ships to cut out their defence, or even 
to seek out and shoot the fuel tanks 
and engines to speed the destruction 
of anything particularly bulky. It’s only 
by learning this combination of guns 
and knowing when to use them that 


Keep an eye on your radar. 

While you're chasing one foe, 

é you may not actually notice 
that someone else has your 
rear in their sights. 


When heading towards an 
enemy, don’t fly in a straight’ 
line or you'll be a sitting pe 
Use your joystick to corkscre 7 ® 
~ towards them instead. “ | 


ly continuing along u can successfully be the one doing 
ad of mere’) TK sane 
A Increasingl¥ Se sced bp ee if , the killing, rather than the victim of 
progression © at 5 zz imlnutes of EERIE oe > someone else's itchy trigger finger. 
. j ae , 
(aR ih Say = ae 
hi ly scripted cut scenes, pre hat tt hat | 4 ~» Sey yY the artificial 
© the next millennium, your i ncisely scriP Be so that no matter what your 
world is soon turned upside tantly ange an relying On B-list mov ability, you are challenged but a. 


her th intelligence of 
fenderediiee t-ham each other. never overwhelmed. enemy pilots and 


down when your partner is killed actors trying to ou 


and the suspicious reactions of your The missions themselves are . \ _ " so that you eae ie Ne squad. ats EIAs 
bosses leads you to believe that all is not as ment 47 varied, and never settle into the need never be lost of decisions being made every fraction of a 
/ HERE HAVE BEEN it seems. Conspiracy theories abound as you ee Core ne system developer eer typical pattern of patrolling and shooting when strapping yourself into a _ second, as the pilots decide whether to fight 
a number of space- _ try to figure out exactly what is happening h ee with is that you will GE " the bad guys. There are over 40 different new ship. on or retreat and) Which ships to target. If 
tietant ate yaseieee ice. games over around you. discover different route. eevee! Rare Flatt fhat yeu al yy Hueli fe y ng you progress through the story, your you eve stick Sith yous ice an 
fears, but few have i ; a u con’ ehemoth frei: ers with unique handling, ranking increases, so you can soon start to expe: je enemy 
the story-intense nature of Pho SS Aa PI ts veal seul do cone hs than get harder ane the branching is weapons and ainour che aeterities taleg! dictate hat part yauipley inany mission- your back-up arrives. ; 
as much of a\space adventure as an action is happening. Over 65 missions are available yiougn the a ability. 19. Your first route Phoenix tries to appeal to the full gamut — whether it is to lead| by example and get all Graphically, Phoenix looks stunning and 
game, Phoenix looks likely to be a massive but in your first play through the game” 4 ected by ea ou may not be totally of gamers by simplifying the flying process, the glory, or simply keep an eye on the back these static images don't really do the game 
Seca F veutte ever watched 1940s’ —_ you're unlikely to see more thania third of BAW or ie “kills pecemreomscome fs from BS? the pe to pucureng a the group and let the rookies soak up the ee Best os a yore i vee Pee? a 3D 
iim noir, then the sense of complete dread them, as the story branches into diff, u Ns jlot, a" ; xperien the radar and removing the need to bind a irst wave. card for it to look good'—= althoug ie more 
and a'seemingly out-of-control|plot rushing aspects before funnelling back inte one advanced ape. ae dead-end job at the “ control to every single key on the keyboard. powenyau canimuster, tel auemiylsgong 
headlong) into a tie-it-all-up conclusion will several endings. Important story element the story from s° As you Improve, the The heads-up display (the HUD) is carried Artificial intelligence to appear. Out at the end of September, 
be familiar. As a lowly cop in the middle of are carefully explained using 22 minutes me edge of the gale ae pecome available, between all of the different craft you fly, Team 17 has worked) particularly hard on Phoenix is going to be a hard) one to beat. 


More advanced PO” 
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a, The multiplayer facility |. 
“di fake et enables uptoseven jh 
fe is e. d players to battle it out’ 
ee et over the Internet or an 
Se a 1 | officeinetwork. 
for now. 


touches 
such as the 
ability to 
promote 
your best 
soldiers to 
generals 
make the 
battle lots 


Risk Il brings 
the classic 


frien = 


(game a 


\. 


- ps our prategy ss a 
most cunning PC intolligen 


° WONDER GAMES MAGAZINE CALLS __ expense of any enemies you've fallen out Pree z 
AB it ‘The greatest board game invented _with. Just as the balance of power see-saws _that for eel ile cis se canjplay | the game 
this century!’ Created in 1954, Avalon throughout the game, so do your friends~ ae of computer 
ou 


new board game 


Hill's Diplomacy is allegedly Henry and rivals. A ff look no further— 
Kissinger’s preferred party entertainment. A whl ee you've found io 
turn-based strategy game for up to seven Digging pals pH ah ied : 
layers, the brillia f th i i fiendishly varie 
Play: nce of the board game is Nevertheless, it’s not always possible to dig ing play. Risk 
; that trust and allegiance are essential to up a number of pals to take part in a frantic Muttiplay er mania) ~ ou Dably the 
winning the game, while betrayal and couple of hours of tough negotiation and If you pr fer t the Ly man halle Je, you dons, ipie te war h ber 
treachery are the tools Nu even have'to be in the ulti Sisson ) = POF iane se 
. } eho | Pa ; game, in which > aaa and improvements. 


frequently used to usurp 
the potential victor. 
Considered to be a 
more considered version 
of Risk, Diplomacy at no 


7 ny more: The 


Multi 1. facilit 
bles up itis? Player y. 
sy 


either two or 
more players battle to capture continents 
and utterly wipe their nemesis from the 
poard. Risk has been revisited, improved 


For the first time you c eas be 
play the game by your elf 


Seen up to 
ber of | conquered 
a es. for a much more 


. s i tly enhanced, to appropriately trying to be elected to run the territory). 

point relies on chance. fo and gree 

There are no dice. Victory aps a full range. or pee masterful contest of wits There's even a same-time option, where 
n 


is achieved through a 
process of intelligent 
cajoling and arguing, 


Central to this version of Risk is that Risk Il is more than 


the myriad rules and variations of the 


game can now be easily found under the just a computerised : 


timing alliances and conflicts so that you which is wh the computer 
eventually occupy more than half of ae ent ters se Hill's Diplomacy omp Wet ME ey Gasca Ba eS) Lig 8 f the ss ey ‘ys 
board and thereby win. for the PC this November. Containing: full les, Avaion Hill's Piss on one PG, or across the Internet version 0 e gam y 
The game starts in Yay where players tutorial to/take you from your first tentative ea Most popular eenetwork), it’s here, as you'd hope. But the phases of the game still take 
take it in turns to as euteu eos. fa Bee os ie iis ie east a computerised eed rtant turns, but restr 
é \ 1¢ >: M jon of the rd game. Based on ideas of both armies and ba 
beat the best, this is a game for both the look out for fo: m both veteran players and Internet simultaneously to s 


newcomer and Diplomacy expert alike. ‘ember. 


Risk K gr OURS, this latest game includes a 
| 
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GAMEPLAY 


1+? hungry baseball 
OK, So it’s hungry baseba 


fan could wish 
for, but it’s in 
baseball. Ww hat? the gameplay 
> that this sim 
You’re not a excels For Ren 
‘arters, every thankfully very 
fan? Prepare to aesthetic wonder simple to perform. 
you could want 


change all that. is here — wonderful graphics, 
This 1S stunning. Todd 4@ Francisco 
Helton Cordova 


7 y nY TO GIVE a t, it screams out to be #47 Ast BASE t > Sa 
= d over and ove iS 


simply because the H Batting, pitching and 
popular. But if the game’s a spot-on could have all been 
simulation, the eason why it ae eren’t executed correctl 


Save cash by buying 
some of the greatest 
| hits of yesteryear 


ICROPROSE | HAS BEEN MAKING © TOP-RANKING 
y \sammes since God first gavel us the inspiration to 


Ws tas, 


Keep an eye cure for MicroProse Classics, for sale at 
around £10 to £13 at, as the phrase would have it, all 4 E 4 
good software stores. Highlights include... ore - For tho 


shouldn't be praised. fully, each action is a joy hit homers relying on their ow 
learn nd perfe ake battin skill. Ingenious. Quite simply, if this perfect blend to start off 
mple — there are 2e types vere a football simulation, it would so sweet you don’t even need to 
tting option, eac! f whic! 2 st we'd ever s it is, add sugar. An American cla 
you a different computer it’s baseball and not everyone’s cup Dave Perrett 
aid to help you hit the 


— , For and against | PC FORMAT Ratin 
a An absolutely earlier hone ‘of the morning. swing the bat, o: or so that you g u g 


Cap ELIE - ar for the course in thi have to adjust your feet too, or 5 wv Different batting options 
Microsoft = 0345 002000 av All the teams 


arcade hit that is 


perfect for fun- f : ne everything the . ’ On the Web: www.microsoft.com wv Wonderful graphics _ 
packed parties. = Ben - 5 Not only do ‘a ‘ imum System: P133, 32Mb, SVGA ao Spectacularly realistic 
Simply destroy ‘still iden regarded as the finest Form u ons r E n pac s asvaalyist Beginner roislog homecare, bucit Recommended: P266, 64Mb, 3D card X Blurry spectators 
your friends’ army available, GP2 may be a co! oes s sion 

| of worms before come close to providing th in 
you are killed! most exciting sport. Look 


Airport Const 
Airport Selection 


Fond new indostry, 


One of the finest strat 
and running an entire 
fearsome competition, providin' hoi 


‘oon 2... Arcade Pool 2... Addicti 


Eidsinn HEDZ... Star Tre Genera 


he 


pirat Les 
ae ae z 
(Produced injeonjune Sete 


f sin any form rae the w 
t eave 2 Roundwood Avenue, Stockley Park, 


Hailed in Europe as a successor to Myst, can this 
labour of love from a Belgian comic artist possibly 
compete in a world obsessed with 3D graphics? 


EV JUST A GAME, Myst 
was a computer sensation 
of Star Wars proportions, 
selling millions and 
turning technophobes on 


to the whole notion of video games. 


How they marvelled at the splendid 
still images, the sense of exploring 
another world and the ability to do 
all this without any real keyboard 
or computer skills. The fact 

hat gameplay-wis 
completely inferior to the 


times went completely 


the fact that they were 
paying for little more than 
a point-and-click slideshow. 


A sequel, Riven, achieved 
some success while the Zork series 
dabbled with a similar graphical 
approach to adventuring, but for 
the last couple of years it’s been all 
quiet on the slideshow front — until 
now. Amerzone sets out to bring 


the genre up-to-date with four 
CDs of lavish pre-rendered visuals, 
spinning out a story that takes the 
gamer from a mysterious old house 
in Brittany to the depths of a 
mythical jungle, rife with weird 
creatures and mystery. 

The undeniably lovely artwork 
aside, Amerzone’s big selling point 


Simply roll the mouse to 
the right and the whole 
room rotates through 
the field of view. — 


is a panoramic view system, which 
means it’s possible to look around 
360° in any direction at any time. 
This doesn’t mean that the world 
is depicted using some real-time 
graphics system, rather the artwork 
is mapped on to a sphere with the 
viewpoint at the centre. 

It’s a neat trick, but then Zork 
Grand Inquisitor did use something 


icwas §ets out to bring the genre 
text adventures of earlier up-to-date with four CDs of 
unnoticed by most, as did | Qyish pre-rendered visuals 


similar a couple of years back. And 
no matter how snazzy the ability to 
freely look around, there’s still only 
a set number of exits from each 
location. There is some attempt to 
make the scenes more organic, with 
the occasional bit of animation and 


atmospheric effects, but the former 
tend to be inconsequential, while 


AMERZONE ¢35 


Codemasters/ Microids 
@ 01926 814132 
On the Web: www.amerzone.com 


Minimum System: P133, 16M 
Recommended: P166, 32Mb 
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How does it rate? 


AMERZONE 


the latter’s use of short loops means 
it rarely works well. A few movie- 
style sequences have been thrown in 
for good me 
of a sit-back-and-watch nature. 

Of course, the medium isn’t a 
terminal problem if the content is 
there, and Amerzone does at least 
have a fair understanding of what 
makes these kind of adventures 

tick. Inevitably, much of 

the puzzle-solving involves 
sweeping the cursor over the 
screen in the hope of finding 
an object to collect or 


sure, though these are 


examine but, as the game 
progresses, a certain amount 
of fact-finding and deduction 
is required. The primary reason for 
wanting to progress remains the 
urge to see what visual delight 
creator Benoit Sokal unveils next, 
but at least there’s something to 
engage the brain as well as the eyes. 
The problem is that, when you 
put those lovely location renders 
aside for a moment and consider 


F 33 83 
MESIS PCF 58 


PCF 77 48 


| For and against 


Y Sumptuous visuals 
Y Strong storyline 
Painfully slow 

X = Too little content 
X Who wants Myst-alikes? 


AMERZONE 


Mystical machines abound in Amerzone, 
not least the bonkers Hyrdrofloat. 


Amerzone purely in terms of those 
puzzles, it becomes painfully clear 
just how much better games such 

as Grim Fandango, Broken Sword, 
The Curse Of Monkey Island and 
almost any third-person point-and- 


click adventure actually are. Those 
games possess flexibility, character 
communication and a welcome 
good humour. 

In comparison, Amerzone is 
something of a po-faced, leaden 
affair, where the time it takes to 
click on each location, exit and 
wait for the next scene to load 
makes up the bulk of the playing, 
time. Which is great if you still 
believe Myst is where it’s at, rather 
less attractive if you’re as keen on 
interactivity as eye candy. @D 


Dave Bradley 
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Some of the artwork is 
fantastic, but because 
it’s all pre-rendered, 
there's a look-but- 
don’t-touch feel. 


Nothing to do with light bulbs or bayonets, it’s a loopy 
race game that'll drive you round the bend. And back. 


EMBER THOSE TOY CAR RACE 
tracks of the 1970s? The ones 
you clamped to a high surface 


leading to the floor, before setting 
two ca 


s off to see which would 


finish first. If you were really lucky, 


OK, sojit’s really 
fast, but it’s not that 
of of much fun: 


or plain spoilt rotten, you could 
send cars down through a series of 
spectacular loops, turns and spirals, 
before the winning car crashed 
through a hoop of greaseproof 
paper. Now, that was fun. Thrust, 


» The Devoted Monk) 
(Web-Designer) , 


° Dogma 1a) rd about 


s 
from the darkness and the dragon. 


Twist + Turn, however, while along 
the same lines, isn’t. 

The idea is to have some crazy 
tracks with loops, turns and speedy 
straights to transform your average 
futuristic racer into something a 
little different. And it would have 
been a great game too, were it not 
for the fact that it’s been executed 
so poorly, The tracks are detailed in 
parts and yet exceptionally sketchy 
in others. You speed along admiring 
the vis! 


als, some of which are 


spectacular, then you see a low- 
detail, poorly drawn graphic that 

s the edge off things. The 
not much fun either — 


THRUST, TWIST 
+ TURN 20 Wy; 


Take 2 Interactive = 01753 854444 [RM 
On the Web: www.take2games.com [Bi 


Minimum System: P200, 32Mb, Win 95/98 [eal 
Recommended: P233 


Servant of i 
the Light. 


© Charismatic 


faith healer. 


° neg out for his wisdom. 


Held in reverence by 


all who cross his path. 


For and against 


You can go up and down and all around. It 
soon gets exceptionally boring, mind you. 


staying on the track can be difficult 


at first, but once you get the hang 
of it, you find that this kind of 
burn-’em-up is not only visually 
disappointing but also incredibly 
dull, especially when you consider 
the wealth of action-packed driving 
games out there. Steer clear. @D 
Dave Perrett 
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Track editor 
Cool loops 
Unattractive | I 
Dull an | 
Inferior to other racers 


Se 


134 OTST 


GO PROFESSIONAL 2 


Point-and-click 
Windows games 
aren’t all about 
kings, prawns 
and turning into 
a queen. You 
might be turning 


Gameplay is slow-moving but your brain 
becomes a Pousled web of thoushtu juice. 


ITH A1 
litres of 
Manga animation, bizarre 
and nasty splatter films, 
folk from the Land of the Rising 
Sun have a rather bad reputation 
entertainment-wise. Remember, this 
is the country where the horror 
flick C 
more than $170 million and beat 
. Which mz 
‘ond crack at 
assic game Go something of a 
surprise. Go Professional 2 is based 
oldest board ne, 


NDENCY TO DRINK 


<e and crave 


nnibal Holocaust earned 


on Japan 


Careful now, this isn’t a toddler’s game of 
tiddlyilnis, It's for hes MC IRS le 


THE RED 


BATTLEZONE MISSION PACK 


So, you thought 
the US had won 
the Battlezone 
conflict. Had 
you reckoned on 
a sneaky assault 
by the Chinese? 


a 


An Internet game. Our opponent's tank on 
the left exploded just one second later. 
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ET IN THE AFTERMATH OF 

Battlezone with the victorious 

USA cleaning up, this add-on 

f favourite strateg; 

on game starts with an ambush 

by invisible tanks from The People’s 
Army of China. This is Uncle Sam 
against the Yellow Peril. Your 15 
missions start off-balance and 
descend further into disaster. 
Gameplay will be familiz 
of the original, with a cra 
story linking the f, 


to fans 


tic Missions: 
emergencies erupt, orders are 
changed, the plot twists and turns. 
The pressure never relents — your 
defences are pounded, attacks have 
to be overwhelming and often fail. 
Due to Chinese cloaking shields, 
even barren wastes cause paranoia. 
If Battlezone is World War I in 
Red Ody. is Vietnam. 

Opposition forces consist of 
all-new tanks that out-gun you. 
Ganymede (one of Jupiter’s moons) 
and the distant world of Ely 


space, 


This game is respected more than 
chess and gifted players are rated 
higher in Japanese society than judo 
experts. The sedate 
this second PC version is strangely 
addictive, not unlike the complexity 
of Othello — strategic stuff. 

he interface is straightforward 
and Oxford Softworks has helpfully 
included a hint option so that the 
game suits all levels of ability. 
Visually, Go Professional 2 is a 
standard Windows affair and the 
display is clearly represented — 
no-nonsense but uninspiring. On 
the flip-side, the game demands a 


ameplay of 


low-spec machine and can quite 
happily chug away on a P75 or 
even a 486. 

Admittedly, this is not a title 
aimed at action addicts, but family 


ESSI 2 sao For and against 


Oxford Softworks = 01993 823463 
Web: www.oxford-softworks.com 


tem: P10, 32Mb, Win 95 
Recommende 


accessible only by 
Star Gate portal — are the brand- 
new battlegrounds. If you crave 
go on those deadly cl 
yourself, then eight near-impossible 
missions await you in the China- 
versus-Russia mini-campaign. 

It’s disappointing that the bean- 
counting distributor is still debating 
if it’s to be released here. Phone and 
complain, or buy it directly from 
the US. 
doubt in your mind should concern 
the difficulty level. Red Ody: 
unrelentingly but it’s much 
more impressive than a mission 
s like a sequel. @& 


John Cowan 


an impressive 


ed craft 


via the Internet. The only 


ey is 


pack and fe 


IME F -¥ £20 
MediaGold = 0171 372 9733 
On the Web: www.teamevolve.com 


Be aware — truly dismal music conspires 
with the air to make your ears think less. 


board-gamers looking for a new 
challenge will enjoy this peaceful 
offering. Just ignore the musical 
score, which can be compared to 
a hybrid of a Chinese restaurant’s 
muzak and the soundtrack from 
bonkers series Monkey. 

Jason Slater 
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Vv Forgiving interface 
v Pro and amateur 


and enjoyable 


ODYSSEY 


Climb up a mountain 
and gaily watch your 
gun-turrets do all the 
hard work. 


A familiar feeling: 
watching helplessly 
as your base gets 
mercilessly trashed. 


UY Complex missions 


ao Raz 


harp Al 


wv Battlezone 


Minimum System: Full copy of Battlezone 
Recommended: P166, 32Mb, 3D card 


X De 


Rivina a 


\ 


\ 
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or registered 
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ware International. Darkstone, Delp 


vias of Delphine Software Internation; 


‘of Electronic Arts in the U.S. ando 


IP PR 


hine Software International 
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GAME 


Ay 
a A AY 


— 


Not a platformer, but a cutesy 
puzzle game. Disney is aiming at 
even younger children than usual. 


7 Ua ta 


WEWCT | 


Ah — there’s nothing we love more than 
stories about ickle cubs. Except absinthe. 


You'll enjoy this hotch-potch of old-school 


arcade favourites. If you're two years-old. 


Cheeky plasticine people? We don’t 
remember well-mannered Morph 
ever speaking ill of anyone. 


UST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT 

was safe to get back in the 

puzzle-game-infested water, 
Gruntz rears its sickeningly cute 
head. Cast into a strange world 
through a wormhole, your creatures 
must puzzle their way through a 

variety of fiendish top-down-view 

levels. The interface is simplistic 
and reminiscent of the real-time 
strategy genre, 
selection and energy bars, but the 
gameplay is more like Lemmings 


with multiple unit 
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and just as easy to get into. The 
training levels teach you about each 
of the objects in turn, without 
becoming too tedious. 

Danger comes in the form of 
enemy Gruntz and the many traps. 
There are plenty of toolz such as 
gauntletz, spadez and rockz with 
which to thump the enemy and 
solve puzzles. For tougher enemies, 
you can distract them with toyz, 
such as beach balls or go-karts and 
quietly sneak past while they’re 
busy playing. As with all games of 
its ilk, it can get very frustrating, 
particularly when the little oiks 
walk straight down a hole you 
meant them to walk around, 
meaning you have to restart the 
level or re-load a saved game. 

It sometimes feels a little harsh 
when you repeatedly mis-time a 
manoeuvre. Amusingly, it’s also 
possible to suck up goo from 


VERYONE’S FAMILIAR WITH THE 

Lion King and its straight-to- 

video sequel. From sandwich 
boxes to fast food, Disney’s jungle 
jesters have been plastered all over 
the globe and the virtual veldt of 
PC gaming has also been populated. 
This age-five-and-over offering 
features four simple puzzle games, 
framed by a story about the two 
cubs (Kiara and Kova from the 
second movie) trying to get away 
from their babysitters. 

Cub Chase is a maze affair, like 
PacMan in the Serengeti with a few 
twists. Conga Longa is a farcical 
top-down romp in which you must 
collect a line of animals to join your 
dancing line, It’s a test of hand-eye 
co-ordination that isn’t helped by 
plain visuals. Swamp Berry Sling is 
a shoot-em up where you lob berry 
missiles at innocent jungle creatures 
leaping out of the undergrowth. 

Paddle Bash is a Breakout clone 
with lots of bonuses and addictive 


SIMBA’S PRIDE: 

GAMEBREAK! 30 

Disney Interactive = 0181 222 1571 

On the Web: www.disney.co.uk x 
P166, 32Mb, Win 95/98 I 


Recommended: P200 


squished Gruntz Fitough a straw 
and, when you’ve collected enough, 
bake a brand-new one in the oven. 
Although there’s little originality in 
the puzzles, Gruntz has a humorous 
charm that - coupled with the 
multiplayer options — keeps you 
entertained for a while. Just don’t 
expect to be enthralled forever. @D 
James Bradbury 


GRUNTZ 35 


Microids/Codemasters 
= 01926 816044 
On the Web: www.gruntzgoo.com 


Minimum System: P133, 32Mb, Win 95 x 


Recommended: P1 


For and against 


Vv Typical Disney cuteness 
v¥ Harmless cartoon laughs 
Only four simple puzzles” 
Limited appeal... } 

«even for young ‘uns: Bul L 


~& Amusing cartoon action 
v¥ Strategy/puzzle combo 
v Plenty of power-ups 
Frustrating in places 
Mostly unoriginal 


2D cartoon-esque graphics bounce around 
like passengers in a plummeting plane. 


gameplay, with the opportunity for 
two players to join in at once. The 
graphics are mostly Disney’s usual 
2D cartoon-style, although they’re 
tiny in many of the levels. This is 
basically a bunch of old-school 
arcade favourites led down and 
given the Simba makeover. Their 
simplicity makes them accessible in 
the short term but the longevity is 
limited, even for young kids - 50 
increasing levels of difficulty can’t 
overcome the lack of imagination. 
James Bradbury 
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Gruntz comes 
complete with 
quirky cartoon 
Spellingz. 


You can ‘sneak 
Past your enemies 
when they play 
with beach balls. 


PRICE 


BUSTERS 


Seeing as he's still a hard-done-by student, 
we asked James Bradbury to tell us which 
of the latest budget titles are worth poking a 
hole into his next grant cheque for. 


COLIN MCRAE RALLY 


15 Codemasters ® 01926 816044 


Just follow the 
arrows. Notias 


is it sounds. 
mires 


One of the few 
rallying games not 
to sacrifice the truth 
in favour of arcade 
action, Colin McRae 
Rally has a seriously , 
realistic game engine. Each of the A sporting hero} 
12 cars handles differently, and is as a: Colin, It’s 
accurate as possible — hardly surprising strange world, 
when you consider that the titular Mr 
McRae gave Codemasters’ code masters the benefit of his hands-on expertise. As a 
result, CMR offers a thoroughly challenging and altogether deeper experience than 
most driving games. Visually it’s a treat, with the 48 world locations providing expertly 
recreated and vastly differing scenery. However, you'll have to spend some time 
mastering each new terrain and car before you can progress to the next stage. The 
game also has more options than a self-assessment tax form, so you can customise 
the cars to your heart's content (and your head’s bewilderment). If you've got a short 
attention span and want a quick slice of the action, you're probably 
better off going for a less realistic driving sim. But for anyone 
who's willing to put the effort in, Colin McRae Rally is just as 
much fun, and ultimately more rewarding. 
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GOLD ind 


) Blizzard 


If you've yet to jump on 
the StarCraft bandwagon, 
then you’re missing out 
on one of the greatest 
real-time strategy 
experiences ever to 

grace the PC. StarCraft 
Battle Chest features the 
original StarCraft (PCF 
83, 90%), the Brood War 
add-on pack (PCF 94, 
75%) and two official 
strategy guides. Assuming 
the role of one of three 
genuinely unique races 
(they‘re not just the same 
units with different graphics), 
you have to use your cunning 

to outwit, outmanoeuvre and 
outspank your enemies, stopping 
only when they‘ve vacated the 
planet. There are plenty of 
diverse and diversely skilled units 
to help you in your task, and the 
expansion set provides a couple 
more for each species. The beauty 
of StarCraft is that no one race is 
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THE REAP 


5 Sold Out * 0171 721 7625 


Unlike many recent reincarnations of 
classic games, The Reap appears to have 
been given more than just a fresh lick of 
paint: now boasting light-sourcing and 
plenty of colour, its graphics have been 
well and truly souped-up. Elsewhere, it’s 
business as usual. Scrolling over a linear 
landscape, you must inflict as much carnage 
as possible. The result is endless and 
gratuitous killing (not even the sheep 
escape your wrath). All the arcade action 
remains in place. In fact, the gameplay is 
rather too faithful to the original: thump 
the fire button until your finger aches or 
you get terminally bored. 
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STARCRAFT 
BATTLE CHEST <f 


0118 920 9100 


Ti uname 
hoedown tact 

Pe sci partite 
to and-fro, killing 
aliens as you go.” 


inherently superior: each has different strengths and weaknesses, making for a real 
strategic challenge. The bundled strategy guides provide complete level walkthroughs, 
cheats and tactical tips for the multiplayer game. However, there’s considerable 
overlap between the two books, and in the end they're little more than glorified 
manuals. This collection could serve to keep your hunger locked up until Tiberian 
Sun appears next month (check out the full review in PCF 101), but for those who 
already own StarCraft, it’s an expensive way to get hold of Brood War. 


How can a chest 
contain battles? 
We're confused. 


DARK COLONY 


0 Sold Out * 0171 721 7625 


Although the chances of anything coming 
from Mars are a million to one, when a 
valuable mineral is uncovered on the red 
planet, corporations from planet Earth fall 
over themselves to exploit the discovery. 
Unfortunately, they also find a bunch of 
aliens looking for a fight. Dark Colony is 

a real-time strategy game along familiar 
‘mine, build and fight’ lines. There are varied 
units and a second species to add to the 
experience, as well as a vague plot. The unit 
animations are impressively detailed, as is 
their Al — they never seem to get lost. Not 
as innovative as StarCraft, but an enjoyable 


romp nonetheless. 
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TIPS: 


ACTICS 


Using the Force comes naturally to Dave Perrett. Only yesterday, he applied 
downward motion to a door handle and the door magically opened. Fear him. 


im WIE 
if A | 


TILL STRUGGLING WITH THE 
game of the film? Well 
here’s the final part of the 
guide to Level One. But 
fear not, because the whole 
solution — yes, all of ir — is on this 
month’s coverdisc in the Games 
folder. So, all you have to do is 
check it out there and you’ll have 
the game completed in next to no 
time. Use The Force and all that... 


Let’s get cracking! 
Walk down the hallway. Next to 
the locked door, go into the open 
control room on the right and use 
the handprint panel. It will open 
a hidden area, and a battle droid 
will pop out. Dispose of it and 
collect the full health in the service 
closet (so long as the R2 unit is in 
the room with you). 

Follow Qui-Gon and go 
straight ahead all the way to 
the next intersection. The trade 
federation viceroy closes the blast 
doors and you'll be ambushed by 
more destroyer droids. To avoid 
them, follow Qui-Gon’s advice: 
tuck your tail between your legs 
and run as fast as you can. Now 
go right. Another locked door 
blocks your path, so take the small 
opening to your left. Run down a 
long hallway, and be prepared to 
be split up from Qui-Gon for the 
rest of this level. 

Follow the catwalk into a 
hangar and keep going down 
the path. Maintenance droids 
are cleaning this area and can 


electrocute you to death if you're 
not careful, so avoid walking too 
closely in front of or behind 
them or they'll zap you. Use 
your blaster from afar to put 
an end to them. The next area 
ze but it’s not 


is a bit of a ma 
very big, so keep to the right 
side of the labyrinth until 
you come to a door with a 
red, double-triangular 
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Wa Awd 


That looks like R5D4, we reckon. How sad? 


symbol on it. Face the door then 
go to the area to the left where 
there is a handprint panel which 
opens it (note the identical triangle 
symbol near the panel). If you find 
yourself at the ventilation fan then 
you’ve gone too far. Just turn 
around and you should see the 
control panel on the wall. Use 
the control panel and run as fast 
as you can back to the triangle 
symbol door you passed earlier. 
There’s a maintenance droid 
inside, so let him pass first, then 
quickly run inside and use the 
handprint before leaving the room 
, and going 
straight until 
you hit a wall, 
then right into the 
newly opened door. 


you don’t make it, you'll 
have to do it all over again. 


Yoda’s lament 
Follow the new path past 
the fan into another cramped 


The doors are timed so if 


Qui-Gon has some quality chat-up lines. 


Tf you want to actually 
race the Pod, you'll have to 
"7 | get the Pod Racer game. 
Which is tangibly more fun 
| than the adventure. 


hallway. 
The fork to 

the left will take you to a room 

with three battle droids and a full 
health powerup. Once you've killed 
them, go back down the hallway 
and jump over the grate on the 
floor into the room with the 
thermal detonator. Turn around, 
walk over the grate and fall down. 
Keep walking until you reach an 
intersection with two blue doors 
and a red door, and watch out for 
all the battle droids that appear. 
Directly across from the red 
door is a room with two boxes 

and a pit in the floor. The box 

on the right is hiding a full health 
powerup. If you push the box into 
the pit, you'll take a droid or two 
out. Now jump into the pit and kill 
any battle droids that are left, then 
use your handprint to open up the 
big doors. Talk to the Neimoidian 
and go into the service closet on 
the left and use your lightsaber 

or blaster to destroy the power 


generator and the red door will 
now be open. 

To get out of the pit, simply 
jump up on to the ledge or wait 
for the small elevator to lower 
and exit the room before fighting 
more droids and going through 
the red door. Immediately go to 
the elevator to the left and use it, 
because there’s a starfighter droid 
on the ground. Kill the battle droid 
once you reach the upper platform, 
and make the starfighter droid 
disappear by going through the 
small hallway. When it sees that it 
has nothing to kill, it'll go away. 

Exit the hallway, take the 
elevator back down and kill any 
battle droids that are left. Where 
that crate is sticking out, you'll find 
a secret room with a thermal 
detonator and a small health 
powerup if you move it. In the 
upper-right corner of this room you 
can pull out another crate and find 
secret room within a secret room. 
This second room holds a proton 
missile launcher with five missiles. 


Fancy a Polo, Han Solo? 
Go through the blue tunnel off to 
one side and once you’re through, 
go back up the elevator on to the 
upper platform and back into the 
continue forward until 


hallway. 
you find yourself on a catwalk. 
Keep walking and you'll soon hear 
Qui-Gon say, “Obi-Wan.” He’s on 
the left catwalk below you. Wait 
for him to speak and follow his 
directions. Keep walking until you 
reach a dead end where an elevator 
should be. Go down the path near 
the clevator and it’s time to play 
the moving catwalk game. 

There is a purple barrier 
blocking your path. Go left, press 
the control panel to move the 
barrier — it’s now blocking the path 
that you just came from and freeing 
the path that was blocked before. 
Follow the new path until you get 


RITE IN RIGHT NOW 


If you have a gaming-related 
problem, all you have to do is 
send your gaming grief to 

‘Tips & Tactics’ at the usual 
postal address, or e-mail 
dave.perrett@futurenet.co.uk 
with a brief but specific outline 
of your problem and we’ll wipe 
that tear from your eye. If we 
can’t though, fear not, because 
there’s further salvation with 
the Over to you... section (which 
will be returning to these pages 
next month). If you can help 
your fellow readers with one 

of their problems, write in, and 
you'll be the lucky winner of the 
odd prize from the PC FORMAT 
wheelbarrow of delights. What 
are you waiting for? 


to another control panel. Press it, 
and it will activate a moving catwalk 
to your left. Quic 
press the control panel at the end. 
This will call up the elevator. Wait 
on this catwalk until it moves back 
into place on the other side. Once 
se the control panel on 
this catwalk one more time. This 


y cross it and 


in place, 


will move the purple barrier back 
into its origi : 
now you are free to use the elevator. 
You're now on the lower 
catwalk that Qui-Gon was on 
earlier. Go right, and a couple of 
hovering platforms with droids on 


position. Exit, and 


them will start rising up towards 
you. You can fight them or just keep 
running forward. A platform on 
your left will have a control panel 
on it. Walk on to this platform, and 
the level will end. Huzzah! Now 
check out the coverdisc for the rest 
of the solution, 


Battle droids deploy on the fields of 
Naboo. Smack them down like bad doggies. 


Soldier battle droids have red trimmings, 


but escort battle droids have purple bits. 
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The Federation does not cheat so if you’re using codes 
to win, remember that William Shatner will mock you. 


Star Trek: Birth of the Federation 
around a month ago, I find myself 
without the patients [Are you @ 
doctor? — Dave] to wait around 
doing 10 days of solid gaming just 
to get to any good kind of tech 
level. Even if I do, some Ferengi 
nabs all of my hard-earned credits 
in the process. Please could you 
tell me any cheats to get infinite 
credits or all the ships straight away 
so that I don’t have to go through 
all the tech levels? Thank you for 
your time. 

Jo Thornton, 

Jo.Thornton@tesco.net 


Dave replies: To activate the 
cheat, you have to start the game 
from Run on your Start menu, 
adding -Mudd to the end of your 
command. So if, for example, the 
game is installed to your PC's 

C: drive, you have to type in 
C:\BOTF\Trek.exe -Mudd. 
Then, while you’re playing the 
game, press [F9] to boost your 
research, [F10] for bag-loads of 
credits, or [F11] to reveal the map. 


Oh Pod 
Dear Daye, Being one of the biggest 
Star Wars fans there is, I rushed out 
and bought Episode 1 Racer the 
day it came out, and I love it. 
Trouble is, | need some extra 
credits to be able to build up my 
Pod and beat all the other racers. I 
bet you that you don’t have a cheat 
that will let me do this. 

Chris Sainsbury, Blackburn 


Dave replies: Everything is 
proceeding as I have foreseen, 
young fool. To get more cash, all 


you have to do is press [shift], [F4] 
and [4] when you’re upgrading 
your craft. You’ll then get loads of 
bucks with which to build up your 
machine. But be warned young one, 
this can only be done five times. 


eet 


Dear Dave, After w 
it to come out, I found Aliens vs 
Predator so hard that I nearly cried. 
I love the game, but I just can’t 
seem to get anywhere, no matter 
which type of character I play as. 
Please help me with some cheats, 
just so that I could explore more 
parts of this scary game. 

John James, West Bromwich 


ng ages for 


Dave replies: While playing, all 

you have to do is type in one of the 
following commands to achieve the 
desired effect: 


god God mode 

light Creates light 
around player 

giveallweapons All weapons, 
full ammo 


Rock on, Johnnie. @& 


WE WANT YOUR STUFF 


Keep your files coming because we're 
still after as many different skins, save 
games and mods as you can send us. 
So, if you have a favourite FIFA 99 
stadium, TOCA 2 skin, Silver save 
game or any other files that you think 
may be useful to your fellow gamers, 
send them in to us, either on disc at 
the usual postal address, or via the 
magic of e-mail to dave.perrett 
@futurenet.co.uk, and we'll put 

the best ones on the PC FORMAT 
coverdisc. Get sending! 
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TRIED & TESTED 1. 


TRIED& TESTED 


Come dive into this month’s glistening ocean of the finest hardware and software available. 


aa 


Hutchinson 
brucks wild 


IN KEEPING WITH THE BLOCKBUSTER 


nature of this celebratory issue of 

PC FORMAT, it’s only right and proper 
that we bring you something special for 
Tried and Tested. So, for starters we've 
gone to town on this month’s Supertest. 
Eight PCs to suit every pocket have 
been given a thorough going over — 
whether you have a mere £400 going 
spare, or you can afford to treat 
yourself to a frighteningly fast Athlon- 
based PC, you'll find what you're 
looking for over the page. 

Keeping things nice and affordable, 
we've also taken a look a host of new 
joypads, a dirt-cheap digital camera, and 
a natty new MP3 player that'll keep you 
tuned in to the latest and greatest 
Internet beats. Which just leaves 
violence, prejudice and porn... if 
there’s no place for any of it on your 
PC, you'll be pleased to read that we've 
had a long hard look at the latest and 
greatest smut filters vying for a place 
on a good God-fearing PC. Hallelujah... 

Dan Hutchinson, Deputy Editor 


A PC to suit every pocket — whatever your budget, you'll find a system to 
drool over in our ultimate guide to buying the perfect setup. 


154 The wheel thing 
Take to the streets with six of the 
biggest, baddest steering wheels. 


159 Smut filters 
How to keep the dark side of the Net 
away from your innocent brethren. 


REVIEWED 
THIS MONTH 


Evesham Micros Zydec 366C 
Tiny Internet Starter 300 System 
Dell Dimension L500C 

Reseda 345 Pro 

Mertec Extreme K6-3/450 
Quantex Game 600S 

Gateway PIll 600 

Carrera Octan 


Jenoptik JD12 

D'Music SM320V 

Monte Carlo 

Race Leader Force Feedback 
Wingman Formula Force 
Destiny Force Feedback 
Puma GT 

Force RS 

Natural Keyboard Pro 
Monsoon MM-1000 
Newg 1379 


Net Nanny 
KidDesk Internet Safe 
SOS KidProof 
Cyber Patrol 
Poser 4 
Face Factory 
Cool 3D 2.5 
5 Mystic Meg Tarot 


The moon buddies he PC FORMAT review policy 


Ah, ‘twas a spine-tingling August morn that the T&T crew ventured outside, 
eyes on stalks in readiness for the last total eclipse of the century. 


Chris Mitchell 


No sooner had young Chris 
completed his Smut Filters 
review (see page 159) than 
he speedily repaired to the 
gentlemen’s room in order to 
relieve himself before the 
moon kissed the sun. “Come 
on out Chris, it’s nearly time. 
Chris, what are you doing?” 


Dave Perrett 

A man championed for his 
firm grip, Dave was first on 
the list to review the salvo of 
steering wheels residing on 
page 154. Indeed, Dave's 
practical nature came in 
handy when he glued two of 
them together to make his 
own special eclipse glasses. 


Dave Woods 
Hard-working Mr Woods 
completed his speakers and 
graphic equaliser reviews in 
record time in order to get 
down to Cornwall for the 
Dance of the Otters Eclipse 
Party. The rare combination 
of Scotch eggs and naturism 


made it too tempting to miss. 


Ed Ricketts 

Having supplied Poser 4 to 
the PCF office, Ed popped 
home to collect Mr Donkey. 
Arriving in Queen Square 
atop the mule for Future’s 
eclipse soirée, he foolishly 
forgot to cover Mr Donkey’s 
eyes and the ass presented us 
with his own spectacular ring. 


The Tried & Tested team 
adheres to one over- 
riding principle — 
to provide you with 
comprehensive 
and detailed 
reviews that you 
can wholly trust. 
Each month, we 
review a wide 
range of PC hardware 
and software, and put 
everything through a series of gruelling tests to 
determine the best kit for your hard-earned cash. 
The main question on our lips is: “Is it worth 
the money?” and would we, as reviewers, buy it? 
All the products PC FORMAT chooses to review 
are tested by experts, so we easily distinguish the 
winners from the wannabes. You won’t catch us 
reviewing prototype hardware or unfinished 
software - and that’s a guarantee. 


PG FORMAT October 1999 


142 TRIED & TESTED TRIED & TESTED 
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i 


Whether you're a computer connoisseur 

PCFormat and want the latest, greatest machine, or 

| UPER you're only thinking about dipping your 
es toes in the PC paddling pool, Alex May 
has eight models to whet your appetite. 


UYING A NEW PC Is A COMPLEX BUSINESS. £1,000-£1,500 and £1,500-£2,000 — to get an fulesithe\foos uLoc aviv UbelcLawinaiiitsipension your rent or buying presents for that special We've looked at exactly what you get for your facing and some manage to do a pretty good job, 
Hell, buying any computer component is overview of whatis on offer, irrespective of how Ses ate iis clein tile Wine, So is the eellly \usetndn person in your life. Unless, of course, that special money. Sure, you can get a high spec machine for while others fall at the first fence. It’s like walking 
hard enough, but buying a whole box of stretchy your wallet may be. No off-the-shelf PC staying up-to-date? person is into playing 18-hour Half-Life sessions, less than £1,000, but does it come with anything a tightrope over a minefield while carrying a 
them at once? Fortunately, help is at will ever match up to your exact specifications, but Truth is, there’re plenty of decent systems in which case you should get the latest AMD to run on it? Are you paying over the odds for the multi-headed sheep that won't stop squirming — 
hand with our handy-dandy review of you can usually find something that is pretty close doing the rounds that come without the latest and Athlon to keep up with them. latest hardware and software, or is it simply a something we/d prefer not to think about. So pull 
eight of the latest machines to bolt from the to the mark, and| then you can always upgrade it greatest CPUs. They run all the new software and, So don’t be blinded by the specs — get a case of you get what you pay for? on your chequered tights and spangly gold 
stables of the high and mighty PC manufacturers. to include your specific wants and needs. if you can swallow the pride pill and/ decide to get machine that can do what you want it to do right Coming up with a new PC which balances its waistcoat and join us up on the high-wire as we 
We've looked at two machines in each of four And there’s the crux of the matter: PC a Celeron instead of a PIII, you can save a big now, and for the foreseeable future, without hardware and software at a good price without launch ourselves, without thought of personal 
price brackets — up to £500, £500-£1,000, technology is transitory to say the least, and what wodge of moolah that might be better spent on needing to buy loads of extra bits. being mediocre is the task PC manufacturers are safety, into this month’s Supertest. 
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How we tested 


WE SET ALL EIGHT SYSTEMS UP IN THE 
PC FORMAT test labs and proceeded 
to record a well-rounded summary of 
each. We measured excitement levels 
from the moment we opened the box, as 
we perused the bundled software and 
hardware, through setting up — taking 
note of the supplied documentation and 
how easy it was to follow, and what our 
first impressions were when we finally 
applied the power. It’s incredible how 
many systems fall at the first fence — 
quite simply, if a PC doesn’t fire up and 
play ball without falling over we want 
to know why. 

Of course, we made lists of what 
CPU (central processing unit), graphics 
card and the like come with each 
machine, but specifications alone tell 
only a small part of the story. Getting a 
new PC should be an exciting event and 
we’re not just talking about quick thrills 
— it must have longevity, too, and that 
means useful software and hardware 
that will serve you well and not need 
replacing next week. 

The components of a PC that you 
actually have to put your grubby mitts 
on — namely the keyboard, mouse and 
joystick — were rated mainly on our 
emotional responses. These are integral 
parts of any computer system, the 
Ones that translate your physical actions 
into a digital form. If these components 
are badly designed or inspire negative 
reactions (such as violent hatred or 
uncontrollable salivation), they’re hardly 
going to make your life a joy when it 
comes to those 16-hour sessions of 
work and/or play. 

We also ran a full range of 
benchmark tests on all the systems. We 
used 3D Mark to get an idea of how 
well each machine would run today’s 
games and Multimedia Mark to see how 
each would fare with the operations 
needed by applications such as paint 
Packages and video players. We then 
used Sandra Pro to measure the CPU’s 
integer and FPU (floating point unit), 
RAM and hard drive speed and ran a 
Quake 2 time demo to top it all off. 

This gamut of benchmarks gives a 
clear insight into the performance of 
each PC. Of course, there are plenty of 
ways to get better results for a specific 
machine by using specially optimised 
code, but as an out-of-the-box 
benchmark test, we're talking tough. 

No messing here — we simply set the 
systems up, slammed on the software 
and ran the tests. 


3D Mark is second to none if you want 
to find out a PC's gaming potential. 
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EVESHAM MIGROS 
ZYDEC 3660 


HAT WE HAVE HERE IS BEST 
described as a functional 
PC. There are no bells, 


whistles or wild design excursions; 
it’s just the absolute minimum you 
need for a basic working machine. 
Apart from a monitor that is, which 
takes it into the market of being an 
expensive humming coffee table 
with lots of wires. 

At its heart beats a 366MHz 
Celeron Processor, which nips along 
quite reasonably and the system 
comes with 31Mb of memory 
installed. Hang on. That's a little 
odd isn’t it — 31Mb? Should be 32, 
shouldn’t it? Well, in a word yes. ‘ 
And that one missing megabyte } 
makes all the difference. For a start 
we couldn’t run either 3D Mark or ‘ 
Multimedia Mark — they both 
need 32Mb ~ and so does 
Quake 2, so no joy there 
either. Why is that? 
Well, the graphics 
Card doesn’t have 
any memory built 
on to it at all, so 
instead uses a chunk 
of the main system 
RAM which is no 
longer available to 
Windows, hence the 
missing megabyte, 

While this 


approach keeps costs down, it affects 
the usefulness of any machine with 
such a low amount of system RAM by 
not allowing memory-hungry 
applications to run. 

On the bright side, though, it 
does run Windows 98 second edition, 
which is good because it’s the only 
software included. 

After a few minutes of playing 
about with the desktop settings, we 
were left with a tart, unsatisfied 
feeling, looking at a PC which is 


nothing more than a hungry, new-born 
chick in a nest. Its mouth is open 
wide and screams to be fed on tasty 
software and hardware upgrades 
before it will even think about flying. 

Where does the Zydec come in 
the great PC scheme of things? Well, 
to be honest, it’s not really a home 
machine. You're not getting any 
software included, or a monitor. The 
soundcard is just that: a soundcard — 
none of your fancy surround sound 
nonsense — and it’s much the same 
for the graphics card. The hard 
drive is passable, but maybe a little 
small by today’s standards, and 
you‘ve only got one 3.5-inch bay 
and one 5.25-inch drive bay to 
expand into. All this housed in a 
small beige case with a rather nasty 
pattern on its front. It’s a sort of 
Sixties kitsch design — but bad 
kitsch, not good kitsch. 

The mouse is just the kind we 

hate: small, tacky and 

insubstantial. After the initial 

errg feeling you get from resting 
your hand on it for the first time, 
you spend many hours debating 
whether it would be best put out of 
its misery via the deft use of a 
weighty mallet, or if the stench 
given off by burning it is outweighed 
by the sheer pleasure of seeing it 
melt into a sad little puddle. 

As you might surmise, everything 
about this machine is average. It is 
destined to litter the desks of 
offices that already own all the 
software they need, and that 

certainly doesn’t include any 

contemporary 3D games. 

It runs applications such as 

Word and Exce/ without any 
great trouble, although more 
memory — at least 64Mb — 
would be advisable. 


Your absolute basic PC but without 
that handy monitor thing. 


What’s inside? 


°CPU Celeron 366 
*Memory 32Mb 


*Hard drive 4Gb For and against 
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ics card Intel 810 : 
Bret ea Intel AC97 Evesham Micros = 01386 769600 of Cheap 9 
"Sout N/A On the Web: www.evesham.co.uk X No monitor 0 
ee 32% CD-ROM X No software 
°Dri 


X Not enough memory 
X Nasty case 


TINY INTERNET 
_ STARTER 300 SYSTEM 


LTHOUGH THIS PC FROM TINY IS. 

33MHz slower than the Zydec 

and its CD-ROM isn’t quite as 
nippy either, it does include a monitor 
and that crucial extra megabyte of 
memory that eludes its 
sub-£500 rival. 

This is aimed 
squarely at the first-time 
buyer looking for a home 
PC. As you might expect 
from the price bracket, 
you’re not going to be 
getting the latest in 
snappy hardware and 
software. For a start, the graphics 
card has no 3D acceleration — but 
hey, Voodoo2 cards are dead 
cheap these days — and the 
soundcard is simply a card 
that makes sound. Actually, 
this is probably a good thing 
because the supplied speakers don’t 
look like they’d be able to handle 
anything too complex. 

The monitor is a basic 15-inch 
model, which means your eyes aren’t 
going to love you for the rest of your 
life, but it does the job. None of your 
flashy on-screen display dials and 
knobs here, though — you actually 
have to press buttons — how passé. 
Unfortunately, there’s also another of 
those tacky mice that we all love to 
hate, but on the plus side — just — is 
the inclusion of a joystick, although 
we're not sure how much joy you 
could squeeze out of it. If this set-up 
has a watchword, it’s functional. 

For software, it’s limited to basic 
housekeeping applications such as a 
virus checker and fax/data/voice 
software for use with the supplied 
56K internal modem. Other CDs 
include Windows 98 (not second 
edition), a tutorial on how to use your 


a 
2. 


Tydec Tiny 
3D mark N/A) N/A (2) 
CPU 3D mark N/A) N/A (2) 
Multimedia mark N/A) 722 
Quake 2(640x 480) = N/A (1) 16.8 (2) 
Quake 2(800x 600) N/A (1) 12.6 (2) 
CPU MIPS 878 799 
FPU MFLOPS 221 201 
Drive rating 7,409 5,484 
Memory speed 161 122 
Key: (1) — not enough memory to run test 
(2) ~ no 3D acceleration 


“CPU 

*Memory peg 333 
*Hard drive ee 
*Graphics card $3 Tri 
*Soundcard ES) ri064.B 
*Monitor 14 ae 
*Drir “Incl 

ives 24x CD-Rom 


machine, 
and a subscription to the Tiny Internet 
service provider. There’s also a system 
restore pack, should anything terrible 
happen to your PC and you can’t boot 
Windows, but be warned — its first 
step is to format the hard drive, so 
make sure your data is backed up at 
all times. 

Documentation is chunky, 
colourful and looks friendly enough 
to help you get past the initial trials 
and tribulations of setting up your 
PC. The casing is small, about the 
same size as the Zydec, but looks 
better, with its flashy front panel 
lights, even though it has a slightly 
odd curved-in design. While the 


INTERNET STARTER 300 For and against 


/ Complete PC under £500 
eY Good documentation 
X No 3D acceleration 
X Basic components 
X Poor mouse and joystick! 


£469 Tiny = 0800 769 600 
On the Web: www.tiny.uk.com 


highest quality, but 
the Tiny machine 
is a complete 
working system. 


connections on the back of the main 
case are colour Coded, the plugs from 
the keyboard, mouse, and so on are 
not, but this is a minor issue and it’s 
fairly clear where everything goes. 
There’s also a handy getting started 
sheet to clear up any confusion. 

It’s a basic machine which, if 
it’s your first PC, will provide a 
good launch-pad for getting to grips 
with the wonderful world of 
computers. It’s not as self-contained 
as it might be, and you’d do well to 
kit yourself out with some software 
and maybe the odd piece of new 
hardware; but for less than a monkey, 
it’s difficult to chide. 
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It may not be of the 
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What to look for 


ALTHOUGH BUYING A READY-BUILT PC CAN 
save you money and get you lots of 
added extras thrown in for free, you're 
not getting the freedom of choice you 
would have if you were to build the 
system yourself. The biggest problem 
with PC hardware is that it’s a shifting 
sea of sand — technologies come and go, 
standards are expanded, 
often without being 
backwards compatible, and 
everything is subject to 
change. You can get a PC 
today which will do what you 
want it to for the next six 
months, or maybe even a year, 
but sooner or later you'll be left 
with a machine that’s in serious 
need of an upgrade. 
If you have chosen a PC wisely 
then you won’t have any problems 
slotting the latest processors or 
graphics cards into your existing 
machine, but if you’ve bought into 
one of the many dead-end technologies 
that are going cheap these days, you 
may find your only course of action 
is to buy a whole new system to get 
what you want. 

One of the main advantages of 
buying a ready-built system is that you 
should get some sort of warranty and, 
hopefully, access to decent tech support. 
Most PCs come with a one-year 
warranty that covers all repairs 
and the like, but some go 
further and it’s worth 
shopping around to have the 
extra peace of mind that 
this affords. 

Tech support is 
another thorny issue. If 
you know PCs inside 
and out, you can be 

excused for not worrying too much 
about what's on offer, but if youre a 
first-time buyer, or you can’t be fagged 
with the foibles of a fickle PC, it’s 
reassuring to know there’s someone 
available who you can ask for help. Just 
be wary of some companies that provide 
tech support but at a huge cost, either 
through premium rate telephone lines or 
per incident tariffs. 

As we're busy instilling consumer 
fear into you, don’t forget to look for 
hidden costs such as delivery charges. 
Be aware, be picky and choosy, don’t let 
those heinous sales people fob you off 
with a bunch of banter ~ especially if 
you don’t know too much about PCs. 
Find a mate who does and drag them 
along to help you out. 


Technical support is a lifeline when your 
PC breaks down — don’t be palmed off. 
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Key components 


Motherboard 
The motherboard is the most important 
component of your PC. It dictates 
which processor you can use, how much 
memory you can install and how fast 
the system bus can shift data around. 
There are four main types of 
motherboard, classed by the chipsets 
they carry and the type of processor 
socket they sport. With a Super 
Socket-7 board you can use older 
Pentiums and sixth-generation AMD 
chips; Slot-1 motherboards house 
Intel’s PII and PIII chips; Socket-370 
takes care of the latest Celeron 
Processors; and AMD’s Slot A is the 
order of the day if you’re running its 
hot-to-trot new Athlon CPU. 


Central Processing Unit 
Once governed exclusively by Intel, the 
scene is now awash with processors. 
AMD has been hitting the limelight with 
its new K7 Athlon CPU. We've had the 
pleasure of looking at a spanking-new 
Athlon-based PC and it’s fair to say 
that Intel should be worried. With the 
PII being rapidly phased out, the PIII 
is Intel’s latest and greatest. Intel’s 
other technology is the Celeron, which 
sits on Socket-370 motherboards and 
offers fast speeds for a low price. 

Be warned, though: this is only 
accomplished by virtue of a far smaller 
on-chip memory cache which is what 
gives its PIII uncle its punch. 


RAM 


However much Random Access Memory 
you have, it’s not enough. More memory 
means that your system has room to 
expand and will react more quickly. 
Most new PCs now support 1OOMHz 
memory chips, as opposed to the 

older 66MHz standard, but 133MHz 
memory is on the way and we’re sure 
to see faster standards over the next 
few years. AMD is already looking to 
run its new Athlon CPU on a 200MHz 
system bus. 


Hard drive 

As with memory, more is better, but 
costs are so low now that the minimum 
you'll end up with is 4Gb, Hard drives 
come in a variety of flavours with IDE 
and SCSI being the main two. IDE 
drives are cheap, reasonably fast and 
plug straight into the motherboard, 
whereas SCSI models require a 
controller card but give much faster 
access times and higher data transfer, 
though at a premium price. 


Get the biggest, baddest, quickest hard 
drive you can — think double-figure Gb. 
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DELL DIMENSION 


L500C 


PEN YOUR 

wallet enough to 

enter into the £500-£1,000 
range and things suddenly start to get 
interesting. If you're one of those 
People who loves unwrapping 
Presents, then you're going to have 
fun with the Dell before you even 
turn the Power on, Every Single 
andtourd teen in thick Paper 

ntly with ver 
tape. It takes a qualified rede t 
reid days to finally get y 
rythini ri 

and rae car — x 


Despite its diminyt; 
Minutive si 
Dell packs a punch. While the 


IN you’re 


; with tl f 
media technology, he latest an 


Not quite so u 


-to- 
the Intel 810 oman scratch are 
Creative Sraphics card ang 
| 5, . s 
What's inside? 
| eCPU Celeron 500 
°Memory 64Mb 
eHard drive 13Gb 
Graphics card Intel 810 
Soundcard Sound Blaster 64 B 
\ Monitor 17-inch 
| Drives DVD-ROM, ZIP 100 


SoundBlaster 

64, but they do the job and . 
there’s a fine 17-inch monitor 

to plug into the former and a set 
of neat Altec Lansing ACS-340 
speakers for the latter. It also 
boasts an Intel network card (an 
unusual, albeit welcome, addition 
to the consumer-PC fold), a HP 
Deskjet 720C colour printer, a 
Logitech Wingman joystick and an 
external microphone. 

There are, however, a few 
components that aren’t quite so 
endearing: the mouse is one of those 
sculpted Logitech things, which are 
very comfortable if they fit your hand 
size, a real pig if not. The keyboard is 
fine, but despite its claim to be a 
Quiet Key design, we found we were 
able to make just as much noise using 
it as with any other keyboard. 

The bundled software is where 
the Dell really stands out — in 
quantity if nothing else. A veritable 
cornucopia awaits: Warbirds 2.01, 
Oxford Talking Dictionary, Time 
Almanac of the 20th Century, 
Bodyworks, First Aid, Uninstaller 


DIMENSION L500€ 939 


Dell = 01344 724944 
On the Weh: ell.co.uk 


For and against 


v Lots of software 
av Network card 
v Printer 

X Only a Celeron 
X Only 64Mb RAM 


Something for 
everyone from Dell 
— put up some more 
shelves for your 
new software 
collection. 


PGP, 
Printmaster Publishing Suite 7, 
Mega Clip-art 15,000, Battles of 
The World, Day Planner Pro. Then 
take another deep breath for the 
included Microsoft titles: 
AutoRoute Express Europe 98, 
Works Suite 99, Word 97, Works 
4.5a, Works Calendar, Money 99, 
Graphics Studio, Greetings 99 and 
Encarta World Atlas 99. Dell even 
manages to shove in a DVD demo 
disk so you’re not DVD-less. In truth, 
quantity not quality is the maxim 
here: most of the titles are a tad on 
the tired side, and there are no 
blockbusters to wow over. Still, it’s 
nice to have plenty of new titles to 
plough through. 

Dell has really tried to cover all 
the bases with this machine. Maybe 
with less software it could have 
upped the hardware specifications 
for the same price but it has struck 
quite a good balance. On the 
downside, the documentation is a 
touch minimal and all the drive 
bays have been used up already — 
limiting future expansion. For the 
asking price, however, this is a good 
first-time buyer’s PC and should keep 
you happy for quite some time. 
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AUGHTILY 
poking its nose over 
the 1,000 threshold is Reseda’s 


offering, which manages to squeeze 
in a Pentium III and a half-decent 
graphics card for about the same 
price as the Dell — a 450MHz PIII 
with a healthy 128Mb of memory is 
nothing to sniff at. And there’s also a 
Voodoo3 3000 graphics card to keep 
the action slick and scary. 

The side panels of the case are 
slightly reminiscent of the hit TV 
show Space 1999, and the general 
space-age feel is reinforced by the 
dandy Pioneer DVD drive which is a 
caddyless affair, Rather than eject a 
little drawer to hold your CDs and 
DVDs, there’s a slinky slot into which 
you push your selected media. A 
minor feature, granted, but it adds an 
air of quality to the Reseda. This is 
slightly marred, however, by the 
incredibly standard desktop speakers 
that come with the system. 

All this flashy technology is only 
going to be good fun if you have 


Dell Reseda 
3D mark 2,873 4,476 
CPU 3D mark 4,353 7,938 
Multimedia mark 1,131 1,423 
Quake 2(640x 480) 48.1 92.7 
Quake 2(800x 600) 33.8 83.1 
CPU MIPS 1,190 1,068 
FPU MFLOPS 300 207 
Drive rating 9,942 5,122 
Memory speed 165 180 


something to run 

on it and that’s where the Reseda 
comes unstuck. Apart from the 
almost obligatory Windows 98 CD, 
there’s nothing much 


of any interest. The 
56K internal modem 
comes with some 
fax, data and voice 
software in the form 
of Supervoice, but 
there are no 

games, no 
applications and 
you're left with an 
empty feeling 

once you‘ve been 
through the fun of setting the 
machine up. 

While this PC may prove that 
you can get a Pentium III system 
for not much more than £1,000, the 
lack of software is a killer. Although 
the Dell machine doesn’t compete 
on specifications, at least there’s 
plenty you can do with it once it’s 
up and running. 

No-one’s really gone to town 
over the documentation, either. The 


0 Soundcard 
* Monitor 
*Drives 


345 PRO 51,068 


Reseda = 01895 251619 
On the We ww.reseda.co.uk 


Voodoo3 3000 
Sound Blast 

r er 64 
17-inch : 
DVD-ROM, z1p 106 


For and against 


vf Pentium IIL 
vf DVD and Zip drives 
X Limited software 
X= Speakers are poor 
& Tacky keyboard 


Top spec, 
but it’s 
the lack 
of software 
that detracts 
from Reseda’s 
good effort. 


slim set-up guide 
is, at best, concise and doesn’t go out 
of its way to explain things in any 
great detail. 

It’s not really your first-time 
buyer’s machine, more of an upgrade 
system, but there are a few parts that 
don’t quite make the grade: the 
speakers, as mentioned, and the 
keyboard, which 

is a rather thin, 
tacky affair 
that feels like it 
would vaporise 
if hit repeatedly 
with a dandelion. 

We were 
pleased to see 
that Reseda had 
come up with a 
cheap PIII 
machine but there’s 
something about it that just doesn’t 
really get your juices going. After 
inserting and ejecting DVD discs into 
the drive, just to listen to the neat 
sounds it makes, we were left 
twiddling our fingers. So before you 
leave the store with your new Reseda, 
stop off at the software counter and 
get yourself some top-tastic titles. 
With the hardware to hand we’d 
recommend Unreal Tournament. 
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=» Monitor 

This is the box you‘re going to be 
looking at all the time so do your eyes a 
favour and get a decent one. A bigger 
screen means higher resolutions, more 
information on screen, better looking 
graphics and less eye-strain. A 17-inch 
monitor is a minimum call. 


Graphics card 
If you never play games, you can get 
away with any old cheap bit of tat, but 
the rest of us are going to require 
something with a bit of oomph to get 
good results from most current titles. 
The crown of gamedom is currently held 
by cards with the TNT2 Ultra chipset. 
The 3dfx Voodoo3 cards, also a popular 
pre-installed choice, are nothing to 
sniff at and will certainly give you many 
hours of eye-pleasing game candy. 


CD/DVD 

CD-ROM drives are rapidly being 
phased out in favour of DVD drives 
that can play both CDs and the new, 
high-capacity Digital Versatile Discs. 
If you fancy the idea of watching the 
latest flicks on your PC a DVD-ROM 
drive is a must. 

If not, look out for a CD-R or 
CD-RW drive. CD-R is your traditional, 
write-once affair, while CD-RWs can be 
written to multiple times. 


MPEG-2 decoder cards 
DVDs use lots of compression to 
squeeze all that video information on to 
a disk. Even with a 600MHz processor, 
it’s better to have a bit of help to 
increase the playback quality. MPEG-2 
decoder cards do just that — they 
handle all the decompression, letting 
your poor overworked CPU get on with 
other things. If you intend to watch a 
lot of DVD titles, do yourself a favour 
and make sure you get one of these. 


Soundcard 

Most soundcards are capable of 
handling day to day audio, but for 3D 
sonic glory the Sound Blaster Live! 

and Sonic Vortex 2 are the two to listen 
out for. If youre planning on watching 
DVDs on your PC, it’s also worth 
looking into Dolby Digital support. 


Speakers 
While you can get by with a basic 
speaker set-up, you won't get the full 
benefit of the high fidelity sound your 
PC is capable of producing. A sub- 
woofer, which sits under your desk and 
just pumps out bass, will drastically add 
to the overall sound quality. And for the 
ultimate gaming experience, add some 
soundcard support speakers that sit 
behind you, giving you 
true surround sound. 


Boombastic 
speakers are a must. 
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Buying advice 


Buying a PC is a complex task. You're 
not just looking at one component — 
you have to take into account the whole 
damn lot in one go. So it’s important to 
sit down and think about what you need 
before you begin drooling over the 
glossy catalogues. The question you 
have to ask yourself is: what do I 
envisage using my PC for? If it’s word 
processing or doing the accounts, you 
can skip the latest sound and graphics 
cards and focus on getting a bigger 
monitor and perhaps a printer instead. 

The only people who really need 
the latest and greatest components are 
serious gamers and those who like to 
brag about how powerful their machine 
is. If you're turned off by the idea of 
Quake 3: Arena, you're clearly 
something of an oddball, but the good 
news is that you can save a fair bit of 
money. All you have to do is swallow 
your pride and go for something a little 
less up-to-date. 

Once you've made a list of what 
you want to do with your new machine 
and what components you need, it’s 
time to peruse the adverts in magazines, 
catalogues and Internet sites. Read 
PC FORMAT every month to keep 
abreast of the prevailing technologies, 
talk to your mates and work colleagues. 
Try to find as many options as possible, 
itll pay off in the end. 

If you find a PC you like but don’t 
think the advert tells you enough, phone 
the company up and grill them on 
every detail until you’re completely 
satisfied. If you're not 100% sure then 
Just walk away — the machine will still 
be there should you change your mind, 
regardless of what the salesperson 
might tell you. Be a tough, urban- 
warrior type of consumer and if you feel 
you don’t know enough acronyms or 
what all the hip sparky terms mean, find 
someone who does. 

Once you've found your dream 
machine, it’s time to splash the cash 
and you may well be offered all sorts of 
finance deals and the like. Your best 
option is to ignore all that and purchase 
it on a credit card that gives you some 
insurance on top of whatever kind of 
warranty deals come with the machine 
itself. This is especially recommended if 
you're buying your machine by mail 
order or over the Internet. Pay by credit 
card and, in the unlikely event of there 
being any kind of monkey business, you 
stand an excellent chance of getting 
your money back. 


Make sure you read around the subject 
— er, we recommend P& FORMAT. 
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While sporting the 
keyboard from hell, the 
Mertec redeems 
itself with a fine 
monitor and 
audio/visual 
delights. 


HE FIRST 
competitor in 
tonight’s £1,000-£1,500 


bare-fisted brawl is this 
offering from Mertec. 
Weighing in with an 
AMD K6-3 450MHz 
processor and 

128Mb RAM, this 
system is going to be 
up against the odds 
when it steps into the dusty, 
floodlit ring. 

We've got some quality 
components in this PC. The Creative 
5X DVD drive makes a change from 
all the unbranded ones found in the 
other machines on test. Sound is 
served up toasty by the Sound Blaster 
Live! value card, also by Creative 
and is unleashed on to the world ‘ 
by a pair of three-way speakers, so 
there’s plenty of sonic definition 
The real jewel, though, is the . 
inclusion of the ADI MicroScan 
19-inch monitor, 


on with 
Something a bit 
more work-orientated, you'll find a 
Splurge (the correct technical term) 
of Microsoft titles: Word 97, Works 
4.5, Money Basic, Encarta 99, 
Graphics Studio, Greetings 99, and 
Expedia Streets 98 US Edition. 

So far so good but not everything 
is fine and dandy 


which really makes 
a difference after 
looking at so many 
17-inch models. 


What’s inside? 


in the land of 
Mertec. The 
main headache 


: CPU AMD K6-3 450 is the keyboard, 
Creative pokes its *Memory 128Mb which, at first 
head up one last time *Hard drive 16Gb glance, is an 
in the shape of a 3D *Graphics card Creative 3D Blaster | exciting affair 
Blaster TNT2 graphics TNT2 Ae, with its huge 
card, to cater for all of *Soundcard Sound Blaster Live: spacebar and 
your alien-splattering Value various little 
needs. Speaking of *Monitor 19-inch red lights. 
: ‘ 5X DVD-ROM . 
which, the Mertec Drives Everything 
includes a recent game was going 


title: Star Wars Episode 
One: The Phantom Menace, obviously 
chosen for its quality and not just to 
try and cash in on the current Star 
Wars maelstrom... There’s also 
Unreal, Rollcage and Expendable, 
should you get tired of following the 
ways of the Force, and a Gravis 
Xterminator gamepad with more 
buttons than a Pearly King’s jacket. 
For those times when you think 
you should stop playing games and 


well till we went to press 
[Home] and the whole system shut 
down. Hey, we didn’t mean it was 
time to go home, you silly machine. 
On closer inspection we found that 
right above [Insert], [Home] and 


EXTREME K6-3/450 


£1,399 Mertec = 01792 467980 
On the Web: www.mertec.co.uk 


For and against 


v/ Lots of Creative bits 
/ Good monitor 

v Fair software bundle 
X The keyboard sucks 

X Documentation lacking 


[Page Up] there are three 
power control keys labelled [ Power 
Off], [Sleep] and [Wake Up]. If 
you’re used to the layout of a 
computer keyboard, you may just 
find these added keys are in a highly 
dangerous position and can easily 
be pressed by accident. The other 
design problem was the placing of 
[#1] to the right of [Right Shift]. 
Again, it can be pressed by accident 
although, obviously, with slightly less 
catastrophic results. 

The Mertec is a good machine 
with some decent software and 
hardware — you could always get a 
different keyboard if need be. It may 
not be the highest spec machine out 
there, but the 19-inch monitor is a 
real boon for the asking price. It 
might not be your first choice if 
you’re out shopping with £1,500 in 
your back pocket, but you wouldn’t be 
disappointed if you found it in your 
Christmas stocking three months 
down the line. 
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Original choice of 
hardware gives the 
punchy Quantex a shot 
at the title. 


IMBERING UP IN 
the opposing 
corner to the Mertec 


machine is this sprightly 
heavyweight from Quantex. Truth 
is, had this really been fight 
night, the Quantex would 
have been disqualified for 
coming in too heavy — 

at £143 over the 

£1,500 middleweight limit, 
there’s no way it’s going to sweat off 
the necessary pounds. Tut tut. 

The Quantex comes with a 
staggering 600MHz PIII CPU anda 
triumphant 256Mb of memory. 
Enough said? Ordinarily yes, but in 
this instance there’s more... One of 
the first things you notice is the 
apparent inclusion of two CD-ROM 
drives. In reality, one is a DVD-ROM 
and the other is a Sony CD-RW drive. 
Pow — there’s a strong left hook 
straight away. While no blank CD-Rs 
or CD-RWs are included, there is a 
copy of the excellent Easy CD 
Creator 3.5, so you'll be making your 
very own CD-ROMs in no time at all. 

It has a Voodoo3 3000 larging 
up the graphics and audio luxury is 
provided by the Aureal Vortex 
soundcard. Of course, a soundcard 
only sounds as good as the speakers 
it’s fed through, and this is where the 
Quantex pulls out a little extra magic 
in the shape of some Altec Lansing 
ADA-305 speakers. There’s a sub- 


Mertec Quantex 
3D mark 3,303 5,473 
CPU 3D mark 6,680 8,898 
Multimedia mark 849 1,780 
Quake 2(640x 480) 47.1 112.1 
Quake 2(800x 600) 47.0 82.5 
CPU MIPS 1,266 1,436 
FPU MFLOPS 252 362 
Drive rating 7,200 4,817 
Memory speed 128 192 


*Monitor 


“Dri 
rives DVD-Rom, CD-Rw 


woofer that 
kicks out oodles of bass, and a couple 
of directional satellite speakers with 
Dolby surround pro logic that really 
do the business. They also have a 

USB connection that enables you to 
control the speakers via various nifty 
control panels. 

The bundled games are not the 
most recent on offer: Interstate 76 
Nitro, Battlezone and Heavy Gear, 
but should keep you busy for a while, 
until you decide to learn something 
new with the wide range of reference 
software that also accompanies the 
Quantex. It’s all fairly dated, but the 
feel-good factor of toying with oodles 
of software more than compensates: 
Compton brings its Interactive World 


UANTEX GAME 


Atlas 97, 
Complete Reference Collection 98, 
Encyclopedia 98 and American 
Heritage Talking Dictionary. If you 
have any kids at a loose end, stick 
them in front of your PC and load 
up Creativity Workshop, Amazon 
Trail 2, or even Bodyworks. Then 
chuck them off again when you need 
to use Corel WordPerfect 8. 

Documentation is friendly, with 
plenty of pictures that make setting 
up your machine a breeze. It leads 
you through using Windows and ends 
up talking about the Internet. 

While the Mertec may have the 
better monitor and graphics card, the 
Quantex has some varied and exciting 
features, a faster processor, more 
memory and better speakers. 
Including a CD-RW drive is certainly 
a big bonus and means this PC from 
Quantex could be a real contender. 


GAME 6008 «1,643 


Quantex = 01438 224444 
On the Wel ww.qtx.co.uk 


For and against 


& Top CPU and lots of RAM 
oY Excellent speakers 
/& CD-RW drive 

X = Over-priced 

X Should be disqualified 


TRIED & TESTED 


Software safari 


Every computer is just an intricate box 
of pretty, shiny things that will sit about 
looking stupid unless you feed 
it with some software. 
The key component is, of 
course, the operating 
system, which dictates 
what applications and 
games you can run on your 
system. All the machines on 
test came with Windows 98. 
Linux may be gaining ground 
as the alternative operating 
system for people sick of the 
Microsoft stronghold or who 
just want to try something 
different, but it’s still not being 
distributed with many new PCs 
just yet. 

Once the operating system is in 
place, you’re going to need 
something to run on it. Some PCs 

come with nothing but the CDs 
Containing the various hardware 
drivers needed by your new system, 
which isn’t a lot of fun; others manage 
to scrape together some top-dollar 


» games and applications. 


So what can you expect? Well, 
games tend to be stalwart classics such 
as Unreal, and the current, beautiful- 
graphics-but-lacking-a-bit-in-the- 
gameplay department affairs such as 
Expendable. They may look wonderful 
‘on your new machine but they're not 
going to keep you entertained for that 
long once you start playing them. 

For serious software, it tends to be 
a balance between applications such as 
word processors and accounting 
packages, and reference works such 
as encyclopedias and route planners. 

The former are obviously the ones to 

look out for. Even though the latter 
tend to be fun and, at times, useful, 
they‘re unlikely to play a big part in 
your day-to-day computing life. 

At the end of the day it all depends 
on what you intend to use your PC for. 
It’s unlikely that you'll get all the 
software you need bundled with the 
machine that matches your specification 
shopping list, but if it comes with a 
couple of useful tools such as Word or 
even Lotus SmartSuite, it'll serve you 
much better than 10 mediocre games. 

As with hardware, you‘re going to 
have to stump up some extra readies for 
machines that come with the very latest 
software. If it’s a package you really 
want, and would buy anyway, then 
you're bound to save money by getting 
it bundled with a PC, but if you’re not 

going to use it 
_ then you could 
be spending 
more than you 
= need. By gum, 
= it’s a jungle 


out there... 


isn’t much cop without some 
decent software to its credit. 
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The future 


So you’ve unpacked your shiny new 
system, plugged it all in and your 
finger’s hovering over the power button. 
Then you hear a tiny voice shout 
“Eureka! Behold our latest processor — 
it’s even faster now!” Sound familiar? 
Well, maybe not the bit about the tiny 
voice, but the principle is there. PC 
technology is moving faster than a 
greased thing that moves really fast. 

Do you remember the Eighties, 
when people kept the same computer 
for years? Whether a ZX Spectrum or 
Commodore 64, these machines were 
cherished by their owners. Add-ons 
came and went, but the base unit 
remained the same and it forced 
software developers to write tight code 
and explore all the possible avenues of 
what could be done with the technology. 

Jump forward to today: PC owners 
who want to run the latest software are 
forced to buy a new machine every few 
years or replace various vital organs 
every six months or so. Game consoles 
are the only computers that still follow 
the path forged by the ZX crew. So why 
have PC owners subscribed to this 
spiralling lust for power just to get the 
latest games and even operating 
systems working? 

It’s easy to fall into the realm of 
Conspiracy, Linux, for instance, can still 
fun on a 386 with miserly amounts of 
hard drive space and memory, and you 
can use large, powerful applications 
without problems. But turn your head 
towards the Microsoft camp and you 
can see that Windows 2000 needs a 
300MHz processor, 64Mb RAM and 
oodles of hard drive space just to get 
the operating system running. 

Does it seem like Microsoft, and 
others, are writing fat, inefficient code 
that needs a lot of processing power, 
forcing people to upgrade their 
machines on a regular basis? Could this 
be a secret agreement between software 
companies and hardware 
manufacturers? No, of course not — 
don’t be daft. If PCs still followed the 
trend of the early Eighties, people 
wouldn’t have to upgrade their machine 
more than once every couple of years, 
which would drastically reduce the huge 
Profits being made by hardware 
companies — and software companies 
would have to write decent code. And 
that wouldn’t do at all now, would it? 


So, just what does the future hold? 
Bill Gates reckons he knows... 
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GATEWAY PI 


It takes up 
the same amount of 
space as a cow, but it 
looks better and 
smells sweeter. 


HE FIRST THING YOU 

notice about this Gateway 

PC is its sheer size. It’s a 
behemoth of a machine, dwarfing all 
the others on test here. If it were a 
fridge, you could probably store a 
couple of crates of beer inside it with 
no trouble at all. A big if, 

Once you finally manage to find 
room to place the main unit, you 
might think that your problems are 
Over, but no ~ there are more added 
goodies vying for your precious 
desk space. There’s the AGFA 
SnapScan scanner that works in 
36-bit, meaning it can see about 68 
billion colours. Very clever but can it 
name all of them? While it can work 
in 36-bit, you may not want to 
because the scanner connects to the 
parallel port and it takes ages to 
transfer a high- 
resolution scan with 
that amount of 


colour data, 

Also bundled is CPU 
an Epson Stylus «Memory 
colour printer that | «Hard drive 


can print out at 
1,440 dots per inch, 
meaning you're going 
to be getting some 
high definition results 
with this little beauty, 
You don’t get speakers with the 
Gateway, oh no — you get a digital 
media theatre by Boston Acoustics. 
Billed as a personal desktop system, 
it features Dolby digital and virtual 
surround sound. By virtual it means 


«Soundcard 
«Monitor 


What's inside? 


PIIl 600 
128Mb 


16Gb a 
*Graphics card VYoodoo3 30 


that there 
are only two satellite 
speakers, although you can add 
more by plugging them into the 
base unit that acts as a sub-woofer. 
So now you’ve bought a bigger 
desk to cope with all your new toys, 
you can finally turn it on and get 
down to business. And that’s what 
Gateway is counting on, because it 
supplies Microsoft Office 2000 Small 
Business Edition pre-installed. It also 
chucks in a few games — Rollcage, 
Powerslide and Michael Owen’s 
World League Soccer 99 — to make 
the most of the Voodoo3 3000 
graphics card. While most PCs now 
come with a DVD 
drive, very few 
actually come 
with any DVDs 
to play on them. 
The Gateway is 
an exception 
and includes a 
\ sampler disc 
from Warner 
Brothers that 


SoundBlaster 64D 


17-inch 
pvp-ROM, LS-120 


—— has an eclectic 
GATEWAY PIII GOO s1,s65 For and against 


Gateway = 0171 898 3424 4 
On the Web: W.92k.co.uk w. 
v 


x 
x 


compilation of music 

videos. Maybe not the most 
staggering DVD in the world, but it’s 
fun to have something to try out. 

Other points of interest: it has a 
built-in LS-120 drive instead of a 
normal 3.5-inch disk drive, which 
enables you to read normal PC disks 
as well as the new 120Mb ones, of 
which there is one blank supplied. 
Setting up is a breeze, thanks to the 
nice glossy manuals and the colour- 
coded ports and plugs at the back of 
the machine that ensure you know 
exactly where everything goes. 

This is a good all-in-one PC deal 
that provides a lot of functionality 
and power. It looks good, works well, 
includes some decent software and 
will serve you well. The only major 
niggle is that it’s really noisy because 
the large case acts as a resonator 
for the cooling fan. 
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Decent software bundle 
Scanner and printer 
Looks great 

Very noisy 

Needs lots of room 


e 


GOLD AUAR 


HIS IS IT THEN: THE 
first PC we've laid our 

hands on with the all-new, all- 
singing, all-moshing AMD K7 Athlon 
600 MHz processor. This is not a chip 
you’d like to run into in a dark alley, 
even if you were waving a Sherman 
tank around — it’s a big, bad, pipe- 
hitting slice of mother-freaking 
silicon. It stands atop a tall ladder 
and hocks loogies on to the PIII. It 
doesn’t just beat its Intel opposition — 
it yells really quite nasty insults at it 
and then gives some with the biggest 
baddest benchmarks we've ever seen. 
To summarise, it’s fast. 

But, alas, a processor does not a 
whole computer make, so while we 
could quite happily carry on with our 
hilarious jokes for another few pages, 
we're not going to. Instead, let’s avert 
our gaze to the rest of the system. 

While the Gateway casing gets 
the skyscraper award, the Carrera 
comes a close second, and, like the 


Gateway Carrera 
3D mark 5,548 6,187 
CPU 3D mark 8,913 11,981 
Multimedia mark 1,821 1,629 
Quake 2(640x 480) = 110.3 129.7 
Quake 2(800x 600) 80.7 90.6 
CPU MIPS 1,426 1,985 
FPU MFLOPS 359 824 
Drive rating 7,558 5,177 
Memory speed 215 238 


Gateway, 
it means 
there’s 
more 
room for fan 
noise to reverberate . 
around in, making this the second 
noisiest machine on test. Having such 
a big case does mean expandability 
isn’t going to be a problem — there 
are two 3.5-inch and four 5.25-inch 
drive bays, one of which already 
contains a DVD drive. 

Graphics are sparkly thanks 
to the Xentor TNT2 Ultra card 
which, combined with the 3D Now! 
instructions built into the processor, 
Produces the fastest and best-looking 
game graphics of all the machines on 
test here. This lavish retina feast is 
bought to you via the very pleasant 
LG Studioworks 19-inch monitor 
that copes admirably with the 
demands made upon it by these two 
titanic chips. 

Altec Lansing-ACS45 speakers 
are plugged into an Aureal Vortex 
AU8830 soundcard ensuring the 


OCTAN ¢1,995.33 


Carrera = 0181 307 2850 
On the Web .carrera.co.uk 


For and against 


vY AMD K7 Athlon 600MHz| 
oY TNT2 Ultra 3D card 
¥ 19-inch monitor 

vf Monster 256Mb RAM 
X Not much software 


CARRERA OCTAN 


The 


is king 
and it’s 
enough to 


the outright 
crown. 


AMD Athlon 600 
256Mb 


18Gb 
Xentor TNT2 ultra 


Aureal Vortex 
AU8830 
19-inch 
pvp-ROM 


*CPU 

*Memory 
eHard drive 
«Graphics card 
*Soundcard 


«Monitor 
Drives 


audio side of the deal lives 
up to the graphical 
goings-on. 

With all this power 
and graphical prowess, 


come with some ass- 
stomping games. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t. 

While there are a few 
demos on the CD that 
comes with the TNT2, the 
bundled software merely comprises 
the Lotus SmartSuite pack, which 
contains a multimedia encyclopedia, 
ViaVoice voice recognition software 
and matching microphone headset, 
and, of course, Lotus SmartSuite 
itself. A little surprising maybe, 
because none of these applications 
really show off the new hardware. 

All in all, the Carrera is a fine 

machine that will easily handle any 
task you’d care to throw at it. The 
Athlon processor is a very tasty 
little enchilada indeed, and instantly 
pushes the Carrera to the top of the 
benchmark tests. While the asking 
price is out of the reach of most 
people’s budget, you certainly get 
your money’s worth in terms of 
sheer power. GD 
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processor 


earn Carrera 


you'd expect the Carrera to 
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Editor’s choice 


You can get a PC for less than £500 
these days, but spending a lot more can 
make a world of difference. The £500- 
£1,000 PCs were impressive enough 
and, while not coming with all the very 
latest components, enable you to run 
the latest software and get things done. 
At higher prices you either get red-hot 
performance or a stack of peripherals 
thrown in. Buying bundled printers and 
so on could save you money as well as 
provide the extra functionality. 


UP TO £500 


The Tiny machine has to take the 
honours in this category. While not 
quite as powerful as the Zydec, it isa 
complete system, which isn’t bad for 
less than £500 smackers. 


£500-£1,000 


The Dell clinches it in this price range 
because of its massive software bundle, 
printer and extra goodies, making it a 
better all-rounder. 


£1,000-£1,500 


A tougher decision in this group 
because both machines have some very 
good points, and by rights the Quantex 
shouldn't even be in this category. Now 
it’s here, however, it’s impossible to 
ignore its blistering CPU, funky 
speakers and rewriteable CD drive. 


£1,500-£2,000 


The clash of the titans. And a mighty 
difficult one to call. With a printer, 
scanner, Office 2000 and ridiculously 
over-the-top sound system, the Gateway 
is a fabulous machine and if you want 
the lot, it’s difficult to beat. But it is 
quality not quantity that ultimately 
counts and the Carrera comes away a 
winner by virtue of the fact that there’s 
a blistering Athlon CPU at its core. If 
you're after the fastest PC then just 
make sure it has Athlon inside. 


~~ —_ 
We've said it before... the Athlon is the 
fastest mainstream CPU ever. Buy one 
today. And if not today, then tomorrow. 
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-JENOPTIK JD12 


It's certainly cheap, but can this digital device give you any 
other reasons to smile 
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www.mankind.net 


GALACTIC COMBAT & STRATEGY ONLING 


r the camera? 
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PROBABLY THE BIGGEST GAME 


~ Communicate throughout the world ~ 


cryoy 


NETWORKS 


IN THE WORLD... EVER! 


~ 300,000,000 planets - 
~ Infinite players online ~- 
~ Continual real-time gaming - 
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NTIL RECENTLY, THE USUAL 

complaint to be levelled against 

digital cameras concerned their 
prohibitive price, but Jenoptik has 
Managed to produce a model that’s 
cheaper than any of the competition. 
Smaller than a personal stereo and 
aimed squarely at the home market, 
the JD12 boasts an unusually high 
resolution (1,024 x 768) for a 
camera of its price and size. However, 


The Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Hugely 
Overrated, if you ask us. 


it lacks an LCD screen on the back, 
so you have to wait until you get back 
to your PC to see how the pictures 
are going to come out — and there’s 
no option to reduce the resolution in 
favour of taking more pictures. We 
managed to squeeze 20 images on 
to the included 2Mb SmartMedia 
card. If you want any more, you can 
increase this to a maximum of 16Mb. 
Worryingly, the rubber shutter- 
release button is a fickle friend. One 
minute it’s snapping away, the next 
it’s doing nothing at all. And once 
the batteries start draining (which 
doesn’t take long with intensive use), 
it fails to respond at all. The batteries 
aren’t rechargeable and no power 
supply is included, although there 
is a socket for one. You get MGI 
Photosuite SE, which, as well as 
being easy to use, has plenty of 
entertaining features that make 
it ideal for home users. There’s also 


a separate TWAIN driver if you‘d 
rather make use of your own image- 
editing software. 

Of course, the proof of the photo 
pudding is in the picture quality. Due 
to the high resolution, all the detail is 
there, but the picture is flat, offering 
little in the way of colour depth. Also, 
the flash is rather intense, tending to 
treat its subjects like yesteryear’s 
passport photos. That said, in good 
light the JD12 performs well, and its 
macro function means that you can 
get as close as 20cm. Given its small 
size, low price and surprisingly decent 
images, it’s a steal if you’re after a 


JENOPTIK JD12 170 


Jenoptik = 0181 953 1688 we 
On the Web: www.jenoptik-uk.com A 
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D’MUSIC SM3 


All those MP3s you've come by on the Net needn't stay stuck on 


your PC. Grab a portable player and you're away. 


HE INTERNET HAS SPAWNED MANY 
surprising things, but one of the 
most unexpected is a whole new 
class of music hardware — portable 
stereos capable of playing the MP3 
music files so freely (and often 
illegally) exchanged on-line. These 
give you jump-free music on the move 
without the hassle of having to carry 
CDs, tapes or MiniDiscs. Where you 
get the music is explained in the 
Spacemonkey’s Guide to MP3 (page 
16), but inevitably it’s via your PC, 
either from the Net or copied from 
CDs you already own. Diamond’s Rio 
(PCF 92, 85%) was first out of the 
blocks, but lots more have followed. 
The first thing that st 
about Pine’s D’music is its size — 
shorter, shallower and only slightly 
wider than a fag packet, it’s as light 
as it is small. Boasting 32Mb of flash 
RAM, it can hold 45-60 minutes of 
MP3 music or record two-and-a- 
quarter hours of dictation. If you 


want more, an optional SmartMedia 
card will add a further 32Mb. 

Transferring files between a PC 
and the D’music is easy. A data cable 
plugs into the side of the player and 
into your PC’s parallel port. Whack 
the MP3 Manager software on to 
your PC and transferring files is 
painfully simple: just highlight them 
in the Explorer-style interface and 
click a button. The on-player controls 
are familiar to anyone who’s used a 
personal stereo (pause, play, fast- 
forward, skip, random, repeat and so 
on), and five graphic equaliser presets 
enable you to tweak the output. 

The sound quality is excellent. 
While you're on the move, you’d be 
hard pushed to tell the difference 
between an MP3 and a CD, though 
you might like to buy a better pair of 
headphones. MiniDisc owners might 
pout that their machines offer the 
best skip-free music quality of any 
personal stereo, but then they’re still 


eo 
ss 


trying to justify 
paying so 
much for 
their players. 
Neatly 
designed, 
handy and 
technically 
admirable 
though it is, 
D’music is 
an expensive 
personal stereo. 
If you can download 
MP3 files to your heart’s 
content on an office connection, you 
might have some use for it, but for 


D’MUSIC SM320V e135 


Pine = 01908 218812 
On the Web: www.pinegroup.com 


For and against 


Small, 

able, 

modest of 

price... the JD12 

is quietly seductive. 


basic point-and-click 
digicam on a shoestring. 
James Bradbury 
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Compact 
Cheap 


Dodgy shutter rele 


mp3 Playe, 


You get 
32Mb of flash 
RAM, and 

the optional 
card adds an 
extra 32Mb. 


those of us 
stuck with modem 
connections at home, it’s 
an expensive toy whose day has 
yet to come. GD 
Richard Longhurst 


For and against 


Small and light 
Good sound 
Easy PC conne: 
High pose value 
Expensive toy 
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THE 
WHEEL 
THING 


Buckle up, get comfortable, start your 
favourite driving game and let a beloved 
Dave Perrett steer you through the 
wonderful world of wheels. He'll tell you 
exactly which ones are top gear... 


MONTE 
CARLO 


It’s as sturdy 


while the casing is as robust as any, 
the buttons and on-wheel levers 
would cause you a few problems if 
you did attempt to throw this unit 
around. Their action is far too soft 
and, because there are only four non- 
numbered buttons, it’s irritatingly 
easy to get confused as to which 


Ait button is executing which manoeuvre. 
— Kicl : . . 
it and see if That said, everything is close 


to hand and, thanks to the sticky, 
easy-to-grip material it’s made of, the 
wheel itself is as comfortable as any 
of its competitors. Sure, it makes 
your hands pong of rubber for the 
first few hours of use, but 
you won’t mind a bit 

of a smell when you 

realise that your mitts 
aren’t about to slide 
off the wheel at a vital 
moment in the race. The 

Monte Carlo is cheap and 
tough, then, if a touch rickety 
on the button front. 


| MONTE CARLO so 


Fanatec = 0121 625 3388 
On the Web: www.fanatec.com 
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T° 


it breaks. 


PERHAPS UNSURPRISINGLY 
for a German-made 
peripheral, the main 
department in which this wheel 
shines is durability. You could, should 
you feel the need, smack the Monte 
Carlo all over the shop, and you'd 
still have a piece of kit that’I| help 

! J Hard-wearing 


you clock up the best times on your . 
favourite racing games. However, X Slightly dodgy buttons 


For and against 


Vv Bargain price 
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BRILLIANT DRIVING GAME 

isn’t complete without a 

top-notch steering wheel. 

But there are so many of 

the blighters out there, you 
can have a tough time making the 
right choice. Many models come in 
both force feedback and normal 


editions. However, 
not all games Make sure you 
support force 
po ae choose a wheel 
should always make a 

that’s right for 

the games you 

Neo aes 


sure you choose a 

wheel that’s right 

for the games you 
can take to the road and clock up 
times to make the likes of Michael 
Schumacher quake in their sweaty, 


love to play. 
Even the best 

flame-retardant boots. In the virtual 

sense, that is. 


proceedings pretty well — the 
Microsoft Sidewinder series is 
particularly effective — but some 
manage to imbed themselves into 
your system, and this can cause 
problems during set-up. 

Be sure, then, to read everything 
carefully — especially if you already 
have other game 
controllers installed 
on your PC. Using a 
combination of the 
Game Controllers 
option (in Control 
Panels) and your 
wheel's drivers, you 
should be able to 


steering wheels can 

be bothersome when it comes to 
setting them so that each button 
does what you want it to while 
you’re driving. Most configuration 
programs cope with this part of the 


And TOCA 2, also from Codemasters, is the 
best driving game you can get. 


Colin McRae Rally is the best rally game 
you'll find. For the time being. 


RACE LEADER 
FORCE FEEDBACK 


place during the latter parts of a 
sweaty three-stage rally. 

The force feedback is responsive 
enough to keep you jerking along 
with every move your car makes, 
and the pedals are nifty and suitably 
robust. What a pity about that wheel. 
Guillemot is set to release a range 
of Ferrari-endorsed wheels — best 
wait for them. 


INSTALLATION AND CONFIGURATION 
programs can often make or break a 
wheel. However, while the software 
that comes with this one is useful — 
you can program all 12 buttons to do 
whatever you want — the wheel itself 
doesn’t live up to the same standards. 
It’s not short of options to aid 
your playing, though: along with the 
programmable buttons, there’s a D- 
pad and two easy-to-reach shift 
levers. It’s just a shame that neither 
feature is especially responsive. And, 
although the wheel is comfortable, 
you could find your hands slipping 
about the 


RACE LEADER FORCE 
FEEDBACK «so 


Guillemot = 0181 686 5600 
On the Web: www.guillemot.com 
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68" 


For and against 


o& Top pedals 
X Slippy grip 
Unresponsive levers 


Wait for the 
Ferarri wheels 


to come out. 


WINGMAN 
FORMULA FORCE 


FINDING USES FOR SPARE FURRY DICE 
can be a bit of a problem, but if you 
don’t feel that your Vauxhall Astra is 
up to giving such pieces of tat a good 
home, then this wheel may be the 
place to put them. With its lipstick- 
red grip and metallic finish, it’s 
perfect for impressing the ladies. 
Well, a certain type of lady. 
Aside from its garish looks, 
though, the wheel performs well. 
Gripping the surface 
> is a pleasure 
— your 
hands 


are almost certain not to slip — and 
the force feedback is just right. It’s a 
shame that there are only four on- 
wheel buttons, but at least they’re 
sturdy enough to take a battering, 

as are the two levers. The unit’s also 
pleasantly compact; clamping isn’t a 
problem; and the robust pedals have 
a nice action. In all, one of the best 
wheels you can get your 

hands on. 


WINGMAN FORMULA 
FORCE siso 


Logitech = 0181 308 6582 
On the Web: www.logitech.com 


PCF Rating 


86 % 


For and against 


wv Pleasantly compact 
/ Wonderful grip 
X Expensive 


The best of the bunch, 
though that red hue is 
a touch dodgy. 


TRIED & TESTED 


Now THIS IS MUCH MORE CHEAP AND 
cheerful. The wheel may be a touch 
clumsy in both design and feel, but 
it does the job and is darn sturdy 
into the bargain. As well as a 

big D-pad, there are eight well- 
positioned buttons mounted on the 
wheel. And, unlike most other 
attempts at these features, they’re 
sufficiently responsive and accurate. 
However, the same can’t be said for 
the lever that sits behind the wheel — 
the difference between pressing and 
not pressing is so minimal, you’ll 
struggle to know what’s going on. 
Also, the pedals aren‘t as responsive 
or as easy to use as they could 

be, tending to err on the side of 
uncomfortably stiff. 

The force feedback is effective 
enough, and although you may have 
some problems clamping the thing to 
your desk, you can’t go far wrong 
with such a well-priced critter. Puts 
a smile on your face as you go round 
the bend. 


Cheap, 
but essentially very 
cheerful. Hurrah! 


DESTINY FORCE 
FEEDBACK ¢7o 

LMP = 01992 503133 

On the Web: www.leda.co.uk 


For and against PCF Rating 


v Cheap! 
e& Eight buttons 
X Clumsy design 


girth for you to get a decent grip, 
makes ‘cheerful’ entirely the wrong 
word (‘suicidal’ is more appropriate). 
Having said that, the steering 
action isn’t too bad: it’s responsive, 
and more than able to flick back into 
its original position, so you can put 
that noose back in the cupboard for 
a while. However, you might want to 
get it back out again when you rest 
your feet on the spring-loaded pedals 
— you need boulder-like calf muscles 
to push them down. Best avoided, 
even at this price. 


PUMA G 


THIS LIGHT LITTLE NUMBER IS 
supposed to be cheap and cheerful. 
However, you probably wouldn’t 

be too chirpy if you bought it. It 
features eight flimsy buttons, a 
stick that doesn’t get into gear 
Particularly well, and a directional 
pad that’s worryingly loose. This, 
combined with the fact that the 
wheel hasn't 
enough 


PUMA GT so 


Mad Catz = 01992 707400 
On the Web: www.madcatz.com 
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aS Dead cheap 
X Shocking grip 
{ Iffy controls 


FORCE RS 


FANCY A NICE DRIVE IN 
the country? Of 
course you do, 
and what 
better car to 
do it in than 
a classic [ 
Jaguar with 
leather and ff 
walnut all 
over the 
interior? 
That’s 
exactly the 
picture that this 
wheel creates, 
what with its pseudo- 
leather covering and 
trusty old-style indicator levers. 
Image isn’t everything, though, which 
is why it’s so pleasing that this looker 
can mix it with the best of them — 
mainly thanks to its abundance of 
buttons and effective (if slightly stiff) 
force feedback action. 

The pedals, while a touch flimsy, 
have a superb amount of give in them 
— just right for pushing the pedal to 
the metal (or in this case, plastic). 
And if you also have an N64 ora 
PlayStation, £20 will buy you a 


Got a console 
too? This is 
the wheel for 
you, then. 


cartridge that slots 
into the body of the wheel and 
enables you to use it with your games 
console. How clever is that? 


FORCE RS e140 


Act Labs = 01992 707400 
On the Web: www.actlab.com 


For and against PCF Rating 
/ Use with other systems| % 
/¥ Fake leather look 

X Stiff steering 
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me 


“Urgh, you've got one 
of those crazy broken 
keyboards,” they say. 
“Aha! But we can type 
faster than you, and 
we won't get RSI,” 
we respond cheerily. 


URVACEOUSLY, LIKE A Star 

Trek: TNG prop, 

Microsoft’s latest PC 

interface reeks of 

righteous ergonomic 
functionality. From the Wrist-rest to 
the charmingly ingenuous labels on 
the buttons it begs to be not just a 
keyboard, but a friend. And a 
useful friend at that - like a plump 
high-tech dog which happily fetches 
your slippers and then lets you put 
your feet up on its back, 

Taking up even more desk 
space than its predecessors in the 
Natural range, the 1999 Pro edition 
makes some obvious layout 
improvements, The [Arrow] keys, 
which we previously moaned about 
so much, have become larger and 
resemble regular keyboard buttons 
- you'll remember that Microsoft’s 
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NATU | 
KEYBOARD PRO™ 


previous big idea was to shrink 
them down and configure them in a 
cross. The same is true of the six- 
button [Insert] and [Page Down] 
collection on the right, which is no 
longer a fiddly mess. The [Return] 
key seems to have shrunk in size 
slightly — an odd choice, but one to 
which you soon grow accustomed. 


The European version of the 
Natural Pro comes with an 
additional Euro key 
and, for those with a 
poor memory, 


Microsoft has chosen to Keyboard Pro 
is a welcome 
addition to 
your desk 


print on the keys what 
they do when used in 
conjunction with [Ctrl] 
— for instance, [O] has 
OPEN written on it, 
while [Z] has UNDO. 
Anyone experienced 
enough to need a typist’s keyboard, 
however, is unlikely to need 
reminding what the CUT and 
PASTE shortcuts are. 


Devilled oysters 

Although they make a fragile 
tapping noise, the keys are actually 
fairly sturdy and feel responsive to 
the touch. The keyboard division 
remains exactly as before and, 
coupled with the raised wrist-rest, 
it’s intended to give relief to clickers 
otherwise at risk from repetitive 
strain injury. If you type all the 


time, this is a blessing which also 
encourages a comfortable posture. 
Occasional finger-peck typists will 
not feel the benefit however. 

On the back of the keyboard 
are two USB ports so you can plug 
in additional items. The board itself 
fits the standard PS/2 keyboard slot 
of your PC. As well as full USB 
compatibility, fresh additions 
include a series of blue plastic 

buttons along the top 


The Natural of the board designed 


to ease your 
manipulation of the 
Internet and of 
Windows 98. The 
control bar from your 
Web browser is 
represented by 
hardware equivalents 
(Back, Forward, Stop, 


Refresh, Search, Home), plus there’s 
one to open your Favourites folder, 
one to fire up your mail reader and 
one to speed-open My Documents. 
The latter is a useful way to find 
your files in a hurry — particularly 
when your screen is flooded with 


NATURAL KEYBOARD 


Microsoft = 0345 002000 
On the Web: www.microsoft.com 


For and against 


£50 / Comfortable design 
UY Solid, welcoming feel 
/ Better functionality 
X Bulky as a flight deck 
X Verges on gimmicky 


On the back of the keyboard 
are two USB ports so you can 
plug in additional items. The 
board itself fits the standard 
PS/2 keyboard slot of your Pc. 


open applications — but in most 
cases it remains much easier to 
cursor-click the on-screen element 
than it is to take your hand from 
your mouse. Music lovers are 
treated to Volume setting buttons, 
and Play/Stop options for CDs. 
There’s a quick-start key for 
Windows’ Calculator too, although 
we actually only used this once. 
And if you’re power-conscious, you 
can put your PC to sleep with a 
standby button on the upper right 
of the deck. 

If you take your tip-tapping 
seriously and you have enough 
space for the enlarged footprint, the 
Natural Keyboard Pro is liable to 
make for a welcome addition to 
your desk. The layout is definitely 
an improvement over the previous 
Natural styles, although we can’t 
help thinking we coped perfectly 
well running programs before the 
blue multimedia buttons were 
added. But they’re unobtrusive 
enough and even without them the 
board would still be beneficial. GD 

Dave Bradley 
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MONSOON 
MM-1000 


These speakers are flat but are they phat? 


HEN A PAIR OF SPEAKERS 

looks this good, you 

desperately want them to 
sound superb. Let’s face it, any PC 
would be blessed by a pair of these 
grey beauties, looking stylish, cool 
and, er, phlat. The trouble is, the MM- 
1000s don’t cut the audio mustard, 
though there’s still a good reason to 
stick them on your shopping list. 

If you use your PC for playing 
games and little else, you’re going to 
be impressed with their ability to fool 
your ears. They use Planar Focus 
technology — in combination with a 
decent 3D soundcard — to produce 
a strong 3D effect with only two 
speakers. Putting this to the test with 
a demo provided with the Diamond 
Monster Sound MX300, we were 


pleasantly surprised with the 
surround sound effect. It works by 
eliminating sound frequencies to the 
sides. Instead, the speakers direct 
sound in a figure-of-eight pattern. As 
long as you're sitting smack in the 
sweet spot, your ears are going to be 
tickled and tricked into thinking that 
sound is coming from all directions. 
However, if you use your PC for 
listening to audio CDs, you won't be 
pleased with the results. The sound 
doesn’t live up to the standard set 
with games, and the subwoofer 
produces a muddy bass effect. We 
also suffered from background noise, 
although this disappeared when we 
removed the remote control volume. 
With this gone though, you have to 
duck under your desk to use the 


NEWQ 13 


Fancy a tacky graphic equaliser stuck in 


the front of your PC? Didn't think so... 


HE NEWGQ IS ONE OF THOSE BITS 
of hardware that we struggle 
with. It does exactly what it 
claims to do, providing a seven-band 
graphic equaliser and an easy-to- 
reach volume control (if your PC 
is to hand and not under the desk). 
However, it doesn’t do either with 
any style or grace. In fact, if you 
use your PC to play games then 
we suggest you forget about this 
eminently forgettable item right now. 
If you’re after hardware control 
over your music then you’re going to 
have to meet NEWQ’s requirements. 
First off you’re going to need a spare 
5.25-inch bay available on the front 
of your PC, along with a decent 
soundcard and set of speakers. 
The NEWQ might connect to any 
soundcard but it’s not a magic cure- 
all for severe audio problems. As with 
a posing pouch, it can only enhance 


what you've got already 
and if you’re lacking in 
the sound department, 

you're better off spending e\ 
the £50 on a decent —~ 
soundcard instead. 

If you’re still with us then you’re 
also going to need a surfeit of money 
and a complete lack of taste. Despite 
the fact that we reckon the NEWQ is 
OTT, it’s also built like a piece of 
unwanted tat, with its amazingly 
fiddly volume control (it might be to 
hand but that’s not much good if you 
can’t turn the thing easily) and poor 
plastic buttons. 

It lowers the tone of your PC 
even though the user manual has the 
audacity to pretend, in perfect pigeon 
English, that all these extra knobs 
and flashing lights ‘enhances the view 
of your PC as a real multimedia 
system’. And if you believe that then 
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The most attractive 
speakers in the world? 
We asked them fora 
date but, after seeing 
the score we'd 
awarded them, they 
turned us down flat. 


volume settings on 
the subwoofer. 

So it’s great for 
games but not so 
good for audio. We 
prefer speakers that 
can handle everything 
thrown at them but if you 
don’t mind sacrificing a 
little you won’t find anything 
cooler at your PC shop. @D 

Dave Woods 


MONSOON MM-1000 For and against 


£179 UY Great 3D sound in games 
Monsoon = 01256 360470 Y Just look at ‘em 
On the Web: X Muddy bass 


Wwww.monsoonpower.com X CD audio not too good 
X Poor remote volume 
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you're the 

sort of mug who ™—, 
deserves to throw away 

money that could be spent on a 
weekend down the pub in favour of an 
unnecessary add-on. @®D 


You too can 
turn your PC into 
a mobile disco with 
the amazingly tatty 
NEWG device. Our advice: 
don’t bother. 


Dave Woods 


For and against 


¥ Control over your music 
ov Everything in reach 

X Looks dreadful 

X Fiddly volume button 
X Palpable waste of lolly 


NEWQ 1379 sso 


NewQ = 001 (562) 906 0047 
On the Web vw.newg.com 
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THE RIGHT 


IS NOW AT THE 


= 


TAKE THE DISK FROM THE FRONT COVER AND 
CLICK ON DEMON TO TAKE OFF ON THE NET. 


The leading edge of Internet access is right here on 
the front of this magazine. Demon Internet, the 
UK’s most experienced service provider. 


Put yourself totally in touch, with a full 20Mb 


of webspace and 60Mb per day of bandwidth. 


| But you won’t just be at the forefront. 


ScottishTelecom Company 


FINGERTIPS OF 
YOUR LEFT HAND. 


You’ll have the back-up of Demon’s professionals, 
with free support 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
(Next year, they’re even packing in 366.) 
Unlimited email addresses, for all your partners, 
business and private. 

A dedicated US backbone, and dfax free 

for a year to simply pick up all your faxes with 
your email. 

Spin the disk on the front of this magazine to find 
out what full access to the Net really feels like. 
Or call 0800 458 9666. 

And get your hands on to the future for just a 


tenner a month plus VAT, with Demon. 


Demon Internet 


TT TION I TE 


SERVICE PROVIDER | 


sales@demon.net www.demon.net J 


Protect your little 
Ones from the Net’s 
all-pervading arsenal 
of gratuitous porn. 


\ TRIED 


je 


° 


Filtering software promises to transform the Internet from a sin-bin of porn into a sanitised 
surfing paradise. Chris Mitchell peers at his monitor through rose-tinted glasses. 


Ex! Pornocrapy! Rupe 
words! Everybody, whether 
they admit or not, is curious 
about sex, and that includes 
your kids, 
Debates rage on 
about how much kids 
should be taught 
about the birds and 
the bees and how 
much they should be 
left to find out for 
themselves, but one 


Internet is the ideal 

lace for them to 

ind out everything they wanted to 

know about sex but were too afraid 
to ask. If you’re worried about your 
= children accessing unsavoury stuff, 


ation 


An Internet filter 
package enables 
you to choose 

which Web sites 
whing’s for sure’ Gan be accessed 


maybe you should consider installing 
some Internet filtering software. 

Despite the hysteria of many 
politicians, the Net doesn’t introduce 
you to Jenna 
Jameson as soon as 
you log in — you have 
to go looking for this 
sort of stuff in order 
to find it. 

With kids being 
kids, it’s likely that 
their research into 
the wonders of the 
reproductive process 
won't be confined to 
Web sites about biology. What to do? 
You can take them aside for a gentle 
chat, baw! them out over the dinner 
table, or (and we reckon this is the 


best approach) actually be around to 
explore the Web with your children 
rather than using the Net as an 
electronic babysitter. 

However, even the most diligent 
parent can’t be around all the time 
and besides, kids might feel it cramps 
their surfin’ style to have the 
crumblies looking over their shoulder. 
Installing an Internet filter package 
enables you to choose which Web 
sites and news groups can be 
accessed, with the filter’s preferences 
only alterable through a password. 

However, you may accidentally 
ban worthwhile content (a site 
explaining HIV, for example) because 
it too contains rude words. Indeed, 
the biggest objection libertarians 
have to the crude censorship 


techniques of filtering software is that 
computers can’t differentiate between 
the context of different phrases. 

Some packages take over the 
desktop and supply an entire secure 
environment for kids to surf within, 
whereas others simply let children get 
on with using a standard Web 
browser and flash up an “Access 
denied” message if they try to access 
a restricted Web site. And some filter 
software comes with tools to protect 
your hard drive, stopping kids from 
messing around with particular 
applications or system files. 

Depending on how paranoid you 
are about the potentially corrupting 
influence of the Net, there’s an 
Internet-filtering package waiting to 
prey on your worst fears. 


& TESTED Rhee 
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NET 


NANNY 


SATISFYINGLY SIMPLE PROGRAM, 
A Net Nanny gets on with its 

intended task in the background 
without having to take over your PC. 


No need to worry about any behind- 
the-scenes operating system cock-ups 


there, then. 

intalation I Net Nanny also 

on starting up keeps an eye on oe cael 
what’s happening cresunlren Te 


Net Nanny you're 
prompted to supply 

in other Windows oe ee know 
je password. 
programs 


Web browsers installed on your 
machine, but also keeps an eye on 
what's happening in other Windows 
programs, such as word processing 
and graphics packages. By simply 
adding them to the program list, 

Net Nanny gives you a 
warning and shut 
downs the program 


a password which 
Deciding what 


controls your access 

to the program in 

the future. So, make 

sure it’s you that triggers Net Nanny’s 

first boots up the shutdown shenanigans 
is easily performed by adding key 
words and Web sites to lists that the 

program already checks: every new 


Program and that no brat’s prying 
eyes are peeking over your shoulders 

Web site, newsgroup and IRC chat 
channel is checked out before Net 


when you do so. 
Net Nanny monitors not only 
what’s going on within the various 


KIDDESK 
INTERNET 
SAFE 


HIS SMUT FILTER TAKES KEEPING 
T control over your computer to 
extremes. Once : . 
faceasacecure THIS Smut filter 
sce oftneres othe CAKES Keeping 
control over your 
computer to 


computer as well as 
extremes... 


with a fetching array of colourful 
desktop themes featuring animations 
and groovy drawings. 
These themes 
can be personalised 
for each child in the 
family: each desktop is 
rather like a digital 
2D Fisher Price toy 
with lots of buttons 
that do things, such as 
launch a desk diary 
and record voice 
messages. All this is a 
clever ploy to effectively keep every 
user of the same PC segregated from 


the Internet is 
restricted. KidDesk 
boots up with the 
PC, so even children 
who‘ve discovered 
the On button won’t 
be able to escape its clutches. It isn’t 
totally Orwellian, though — it comes 
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shat] Yeon Cred Cf (ite Henne Gy Chains rata | occ tOM Mew [JE] Net Maney ‘BY Moment tif PParh new of RAYS Sell 


Current Stats, 


1 Net Nanny [a lastailed OX 
BAdminiatretor PW le Setup 
‘GNet Manny te Terned ON 


Hit Lists 


BE | Ware 


Net Nanny shuts down your browser as soon as anything nasty is encountered on the 
Internet. Nurse, the screens! Keep the kids clean! 


Nanny allows it to be opened. The 
lists provided with the program are 
fairly basic though — we arrived at 
www.porn.com without any trouble — 
and so would need a lot of laborious 
updating and editing if they were to 


NET NANNY esa 
Net Partner Ltd = 0171 493 5133 
On the Web: www.netnanny.com 


Minimum System: 486, 8Mb, Windows 95 
Recommended: 16Mb 


For and against 


v Easy to install 
wv Covers Web sites and... 
v ...desktop applications 
X Lists need updating 

X Interface is ugly 


be truly effective. However, a 
particularly nice touch is the ability 
to stop your credit card details or 
other personal information being 
given out on-line by simply typing the 
details into another list. 
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Internet Safe 


KidDesk Internet Safe comes complete with its own unique interface. But, bad news for 
Netscape Navigator users — the program only works with Internet Explorer. 


one another. Parents can choose 
which applications and Web sites are 
available to each sprog with a couple 
of clicks within the password- 
protected adult-admin section. 

Lists of potentially offensive Web 
sites are available from the KidDesk 
site, although you have to start from 


KIDDESK INTERNET 


£35 Vv Interesting interface 
wv Secure environment 
~ Colourful themes 

X Dodgy customisation 
X Internet Explorer only 


Edmark Principal = 01756 704444 
On the Web: www.edmark.com 


Minimum Syste: 
Recommended: 16M 


scratch rather than have a default 
built-in list. This gives rise to the 
rather incongruous sight of something 
such as Sex.com appearing within the 
KidDesk customised kiddie browser, 
which is essentially a tweaked form 
of Internet Explorer 4. Oh, and be 
warned: KidDesk only works with JE. 
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SUS 


KIDPROOF 


LTHOUGH IT HAS THE WORD 

KidProof plastered all over its 

packaging, the manual tells us 
that this is actually the SOS (Save 
Our System) program, which features 
two distinct bits: 
SOS KidProof, 
which protects the 
desktop from the 
potentially 
destructive 


small children, and 
Web Commander, 
which looks after 
the Internet side 
of things, 

Once installed, KidProof sits in 
the system tray from start-up, where 
it can be switched off with a 
password. The list of restrictive 
phrases can be accessed in a similar 
fashion, which presents the user with 


CYB 


Trying to access 
prohibited sites 
inquisitive minds ot Y@SUItS in a 

KidProof dialog 
box popping up 


a fairly comprehensive collection of 
rude words from the off. Rather than 
requiring URLs of restricted sites to 
be recorded, KidProof reads every 
word on a Web page and refuses 
access if it contains 
any of the phrases on 
the banned list. 

This is a lot 
easier to keep 
updated than URL 
lists and also means 
that using search 
engines to look for 
naughty things is also 
foiled. Trying to 
access prohibited sites 
results in a KidProof dialog box 
popping up which refuses to let the 
user in — once the dialog box 
disappears, the user is left at the 
previous site they were viewing. The 
program also keeps a log of those 


PATROL 


HEN IT COMES TO STOPPING 
kids from accessing offensive 
sites, this grot buster has a 


different approach to the other filter 
programs reviewed here. Each time 
you log on to the 
Net, the Cyber 
Patrol software is 
running in the 
background and 
accessing the 
CyberNOT list on 
the Cyber Patrol 
Web site. This list, 
the contents of 
which you can’t 
peruse for yourself, 
contains a vast collection of sites to 
which Cyber Patrol blocks access. 
The advantage of this method is 
that it saves you having to input 
loads of sites yourself, because Cyber 


the latest 


Your software 
stays continually 
up-to-date about 


nefarious sites 


Patro/ has done the work for you. 
The disadvantage is that you can‘t 
look at the site list yourself, although 
you can choose which categories of 
sites are blocked or not, as well as 
being able to add in 
your own choices, 
The CyberNOT 
list is updated on a 
weekly basis and 
automatically 
downloaded by Cyber 
Patrol when you're on 
the Net, which means 
your software stays 
continually up-to-date 
and aware about the 
latest nefarious Web sites. For even 
greater security there’s the CyberYES 
list, which only lets kids access sites 
which have been vetted before being 
included in the list. There’s also the 


TRIED & TESTED 


<* 
KIDPROOF 


‘SOS KIDPROOF ™ 
Version 15 


Sees 


Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s KidProofs Web Commander come to smite naughty rude 
words and stop your children from being exposed to filth. 


sites which users have tried to access 
and been refused. 

The configuration to protect the 
desktop contains some useful detail, 
such as being able to specify what 
hardware and applications are 


SOS KIDPROOF 30 


IONA Software = 0181 296 9454 
On the Web: www.soskidproof.com 


Minimum System 
Recommended: 16Mb 


For and against 


vf Smart keyword system 
ow Desktop protection 

v Easy to use 

X Doesn't filter e-mail 

X Disappointing interface 


available to children, all the way 
down to being able to protect system 
files and the Start Menu from 
childish tampering. These sort of 
functions may well be more use than 
all the paranoia about Internet porn. 
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For Perents:Get Netwise! ) 


‘Latest News) 


“To Surf & Protect"® ] 


Cyber Patrol is the Internet fitering software rated the best 
by educators, industry and Jeading magannes 


¢ Route 6-16 Cyber Guide ) 


Although you can’t view the Internet sites that are included on the CyberNOT list, you can 
add sites and news groups you don’t want your kids seeing to that list. 


ChatGuard feature which prevents 
personal and credit card details being 
given out in IRC chat groups. 

Buying Cyber Patrol entitles you 
to three months of free access to the 


CYBER PATROL s47 


On the Web: www.cyberpatrol.com 


Minimum System: 486, 8Mb, Windows 95 
Recommended: l6Mb 


rand against 


Learning Company = 01664 481563 F/M rce ass) 
& Chatguard facility 
Uv CyberYES facility 
X = Pricey subscriptions 
X Can't access all lists 


CyberNOT and CyberYES lists, 
after which you have to cough up 
for a yearly subscription, which is 
around the same price as the 
software itself. GD 
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Watch this space for the D’music Portable CD/MP3 


D’elivering 
MP3 playback, 2% hours of voice recording and 


a 32MB portable storage device* 


Design 

67¢ light, 34" x 2" x %" in size 

Upgradeable to 64MB, 4-band EQ 

Optional: FM radio, Rechargeable battery pack 
and External AC/DC adapter 

D’esire 

D’ music...Go ahead, want one now 


Available from... 


'SCMPLY (5 | | i 


www.cpc.co.uk www.tempo.co.uk 
avail. in stores nationwide 


Pl N E A Manufactured by PINE Technology 


* voice recording and storage capacity is based on 32MB internal memory. This can be 
doubled with the use of an additional 32MB SmartMedia card (sold separately) 


www.pineuk.com www.pinegroup.com Tel: 01908 218812 


www.simply.co.uk 


Use your loaf... 


...and get a daily slice of 
news, previews and reviews 


www.futuregamer.com 


PlayStation, N64, Dreamcast and 
PC news, previews and reviews 
updated daily and delivered to 
your mailbox. 


POSER 4 


Fancy fiddling about with virtual people, or 
just need some humanity in your rendered 
scene? Perhaps Poser 4 is the answer. .. 


HIS IS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF 
what MetaCreations does 
best: take a complex task, 
make it easy, then sell the 
whole shebang dirt-cheap. 
In Poser’s case, that task is to 
accurately model and animate the 
human figure in 3D, then render it 
or export it to another program. 
You won’t find a better character- 
animation tool for less than a grand 
or so, and even then you need a 
heavyweight, complex 3D app such 
as 3D Studio MAX to plug it into. 
The basics are simple. Choose 
a figure from the libraries and it’s 
displayed in the main window. You 
can then select a body part and use 
one of the tools to move it. Knowing 
which tool does what is part of the 
challenge, but you can rotate, move 
and twist any part in any direction. 
By default, each part has limits 
that mimic the human body, so you 
can’t twist a head right round, for 
example. Poser also optionally uses 
Inverse Kinematics so that moving 
one part affects others joined to it — 
move the hips down and the legs bend 
to accommodate them, for example. 
By dint of this cleverness, you 
can quickly pose anyone ina 


convincing manner without too much 
hassle. Some parts also have sub- 
controls — on the face, for instance, 
you can fiddle with lips, eyes, brows 
and so on to make expressions, or you 
can move the fingers on each hand. 


A bottle of cider 

So what does version 4 bring to the 
party? Well, nothing too dramatic, to 
be honest. The biggest addition is a 
whole new wardrobe of clothes for 
everyone — ranging from jeans and 
halter tops to shoes and hats — plus 
a swathe of new hairdos. 

Clothes can be made to conform 
to the body, so they move with it 
during an animation — but try scaling 
any body part (or even posing it 
extremely) and it quickly pokes 
through the clothing. There’s no 
way around this, and the manual’s 
suggestion that you simply hide the 
body part is just stupid. 

There are three new deformers 
for altering body parts — Magnet, 
Wave and Turbulence — which while 
a good idea are far too fiddly and 
imprecise to be much use. If you 
really want this sort of thing, it’s 
best to export to a full 3D app. The 
deformers can be used to make 


TRIED & TESTED 


© Docwmecel Droplay Sy be 
* 


morph targets, another new feature 
which enables finer control. 


properly? Or better animation? Or 
more flexible hair? Or the fixable 
bugs that still litter the program? 
There are numerous points that 
the designers seem to have shied 
from, maybe because they’re just too 
hard to implement, but bunging in 
a load of new stuff without fixing 
what’s already there seems daft. 
Don’t get us wrong — Poser 4 is 
still a fantastic program, once you 
get used to its shortcomings. But 
it’s precisely because of this that its 
shortcomings are so noticeable. Once 
again, MetaCreations has fallen short 
of giving us a truly indispensable tool. 
It’s becoming all too common. Gp 
Ed Ricketts 


Texture hotch-potch 
Otherwise, the changes are minor: 
spotlights are now available (with 
shadows that — gasp! — actually 
work); there are reflective and 
transparent textures available, and 
the quantity of everything (figures, 
clothes, props and what have you) 
has been increased considerably. 
Poser seems to have reached a 
dead end with version 4. It’s great to 
have the new features, but these are 
not the areas MetaCreations should 
be addressing. How about collision 
detection? Or clothes that work 


POSER 4 235 


MetaCreations = 0181 358 5858 v Best character animator 
UAV C RCO «/ Huge range of options 
v/ Exports to other apps 
X Clothes are a problem 
X Still buggy 


For and against 
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Minimum System: Pentium, 3 
Recommended: P11, 24-bit displa 


NCE YOU'VE LEARNED THE INTERFACE, OF COURSE) 


Step 1 


Step 2 


Step 3 


First job is to choose one of the preset figures from the 
libraries (you can make your own, but it’s an awful lot of 
work). Poser 4 has over 40 models, including male and 
female adults, children and a baby, plus some animals 
such as a dog, cat, horse, snake and, er, raptor. The 
default pose and clothes are a little boring, so... 


... we'll change them. We'll load the nude woman and 
select a dress from the new selection of clothes. Make 
the dress fit the body using Conform To... then load a 
hairstyle and do the same. Now we can use the tools 
(along the top) to twist and turn body parts into a pose, 
or select a part and use the dials (to the right). 


Animating is simple using the keyframe system (bottom). 
Set the number of frames, move to a keyframe, set a 
pose and you're done. Or use the Walk Designer to 
knock up a walk cycle; or load one of the many preset 
animations; or import a motion capture file for amazing 
realism. Then render the whole lot out as a movie. 
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FACE FACTORY 


The perfect new 
program for the 
bighead in your life? 
Or a one-trick pony 
with a loose saddle? 


EP IT’S A SAD INDICTMENT OF 

20th century society that PCs 

should be put to such spurious 
use. Why do we take evil delight in 
reducing friends, family, celebrities 
and enemies to a warped and twisted 
shadow of their former selves? 
Because it’s fun. Face Factory is yet 
another addition to the PC's range 
of photo-manipulation applications, 
but its ability to morph photos and 
create a full 3D model of a head is 
what sets it apart from the crowd. 

You're prompted to import two 

shots of a person, sourced from the 
library, a scanner or digital camera. 
For good results, these need to be 
lined up using the slider bars provided 


— the image can be raised, lowered, 
tilted and zoomed so that the chin 
and hairline in both images lie on an 
equal plane. Next up, you need to 
specify Hints to define the nose 

and ear areas. Now simply-click the 
Head icon on the control panel and 
Face Factory speedily goes about 
modelling a 3D rendition. Once this is 
completed, effects such as Egg Head, 
Alienhead and Bottle Head can be 
applied to varying extremes. 

The end product is fairly 
impressive, providing the original 
images are of good quality — with 
anything less than perfectly aligned 
photos, don’t expect much. Strangely, 
the more detail you specify, the 
worse the results tend to be. Face 
Factory's specialist nature makes 
it of limited use and, until you've 
imported two images and allowed 
the program to do its thing, none 
of its editing facilities are available. 
Which is a shame - if all the warps 
and weirdness were available to 
standard images, Face Factory would 
be a useful piece of software. 


Andy Lindsay 


COOL 3D 2.5 


The redoubtable 3D text generator gets another 
upgrade. But are there enough olives of change 


on ts mye of obstinate mozzarella? 


Cool 3D 2.5 enables you to drag and drop all sorts of visual tomfoolery directly on to a 
word. Here we've replicated the eternal fires of damnation. Nice, aren’t they? 
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Face Factory’s manipulative capabilities can strip a person of all dignity in a matter of 
seconds. You can even use it to recreate scenes from The Exorcist. 


FACE FACTORY 30 


BIT UK = 01420 83811 
On the Web: www.bit.co.uk 


Minimum System: P166 MMX, 32Mb, “’ 
100Mb HD space, 800 x 600 16-bit display 


Recommended: PI] 233 MMX, 62Mb 


x 
x 


OMING UP WITH THE RIGHT 
C words can be hard. And coming 
up with words that look the 

part in a presentation can be a real 
headache — unless you have Coo/ 3D 
ready and waiting on your PC. This 
3D text generator couldn’t be easier 
to implement. Simply type in your 
chosen word (Coo! 3D supports and 
supplies TrueType fonts), or import 
vector-based WMF/EMF as used in 
the likes of Core/Draw. Once the text 
is up and on-screen, you can drag and 
drop textures, bump maps, lighting, 
animations and assorted other effects 
directly on to it — a straightforward 
and effective approach. 

The interface and tools that 
Cool 3D employs for editing and 
previewing are comprehensive and 
logical, making it extremely easy to 
use. The finished article can be saved 
as a Cool 3D file, or exported as a 
.avi file or animated .gif. 

No surprise, then, that we gave 
Cool 3D 2a cool 84 per cent for 
managing to bring 3D animation to 


COOL 3D 2.5 530 


For and against 


v Quite original 
av Easy to use 
Erratic results 

No 2D effects 

Novelty soon wears off 


| PC FORMAT Rating 


all in an affordable and easy-to-use 
package. And so to version 2.5... 
Ulead reckons it boasts ‘significant 
upgrades, additions and other 
modifications...for novice and 
advanced users alike’. 

In fact, it offers disappointingly 
few original features. OK, there are 
12 fancy new effects, and it gives you 
the option to specify resolution, and 
there are various enhanced motion 
controls, but it’s not what you’d call 
an inspired upgrade. GD 

Andy Lindsay 


If a picture paints a thousand words, why 
can’t I paint you? Good question. 


BIT UK = 01420 83811 
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SIR Benet 


Easy to use 
Reasonably priced 
Professional results 

{ Still can’t export 

Not enough new stuff 


On the Web: bit.co.uk 


Minimum System: Pentium, 16Mb, Win 95 


Mini-Mail “e-mail notifier” - 
stay in touch wherever you are! 


MINIS Mail 


e-mail on the move 
FreeCall 


0500 505 505 


www.pageone.co.uk 
Available now from The Link, PC World, Argos, John Lewis Department Stores, Tandy, selected Carphone Warehouse and Dealers. 


The Mini-Mail “e-mail notifier” is unique to PageOne. 
It tells you when there’s an e-mail waiting, who it’s 
from and what it’s about. Even when your PC is 
switched off. The Mini-Mail “e-mail notifier’ — your 
PC’s not complete without one. 


iio TRIED & TESTED 


<eoeet 320 
ee Abn?! 


Sjopres ee 


DEAL OF 


FORTUNE 


We see a disc... It 
brings great joy to 
those who are 
interested... It is 
about Tarot... It is 
endorsed by a 
Strange woman... 
2 We're scared. 
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AROT IS AN ODD ONE. FEARED 

by the religious, scoffed at 

by the sceptics, and 

worshipped by believers, 

rumour has it that the 
cards enable you to see into the 
future. You only have to look at the 
James Bond film Live and Let Die to 
realise how powerful the cards are 
seen to be, especially when Jane 
Seymour’s on deal. 

So, is there more to Tarot than 
just a nice little sideline earner for 
those who spend most of their time 
trawling through skips and selling 
lucky lavender? Will Mystic Meg 


Tarot teach you how to use the cards 
for good and not for evil? Is Mystic 
Meg really so desperate to stay in the 
limelight after her National Lottery 
exit that she has to talk painfully 
slowly on CD-ROM, instead of - 
predicting that a man from Britain 
will scoop this week's jackpot? 

And, more importantly, what are 

next week’s lottery 
numbers? The answers 
are all in the cards. 
No, really. 


She eats frogs 
The disc is superbly 
constructed for those 


who don’t have 2“ Tarot cards do 


what Tarot cards do 

and how they do it. As 

soon as you load it up, you're able to 
jump around the place getting 
snippets of background information 
that tell you everything you've ever 
wanted to know about Tarot, as well 
as how to use the disc — information 
that proves vital before you actually 
start a reading. And, if you don’t 
have the chance to read all the 
information, it’s all read out and 


Superbly 
constructed for 
those who don’t 
have a clue what course. it reay 


Would you like to 
buy some lucky 

lavender? Pit put 
4 Curse on you... 


explained in that ultra-slow, two- 
words-a-minute style that only Meg 
herself can pull off. 

Once you've worked out what's 
what, it’s time to doa reading. You 
can ask the disc a specific question if 
you wish, get it to tell you about the 
year ahead, or you can ask it to 
simply reveal the future. And the 
information you need 
to provide to obtain 
this expert analysis? 
Why, just your age, 
sex and whether 
you're a Fire, Earth, 
Air or Water sign, of 


that simple. Then 
you're given a set of 
cards, dealt by 
Megan, and a brief explanation as to 
what each one means, 

Trouble is, the descriptions are so 
vague and generic, the cards don’t 
come up with anything useful. For 
example, ask the cards if you will find 
love and it proffers delights such as: 
“A symbol of support and mature 
emotions, a calm, clear approach to 
life, and love’’. What’s that supposed 


Us tarot pat ovale 


S@UMENU =x 
INFO > 


x@HRE DEAL = 


Ask the disc if Tarot is just made up, and you'll get an answer that doesn't mean anything. 
In other words, the disc doesn’t know the answer. To any question you can throw at it. 


to mean? A simple yes or no would 
have sufficed, but the disc insists on 
attempting to cover all bases so it 
isn’t proven wrong. 


And worms 
The fact that the cards are so vague 
seems to be the very 
nature of the Tarot 
beast — any question 
that you ask can be 
interpreted through 
the cards in virtually 
any way you fancy. 
And, as if you needed 
proof, the disc simply 
generates a random 
set of cards for every 
question you ask it, 
ensuring that even if you ask it the 
same question for the same person 
10 times, you get a completely 
different set of answers every time. 
Having said that, if you want to 
learn all about the mysteries of Tarot, 
how to use the cards themselves and 
understand what each one means, this 


Reckon you know what this 


Meg Fortune will teach you a 
thing or two you didn't know. 
Once you've read through all 
the introductory information, 
and you've got an idea of how 
the cards work, then you can 
do a reading. Prepare to be 
very afraid. You're about to 
face the future. Or maybe not. 


=} 


The disc simply 
generates a 
random set of 
cards for every 
QUESTION YOU ASK have the sceptics 


stuff is all about? Well, Mystic 


is a worthy reference tool. It’s easy 
to navigate around too, so you can 
always find any information you want 
in double-quick time. The actual 
readings are fairly detailed, if a touch 
vague, but so long as you have an 
interest in the subject, you’re bound 
to have hours of fun. 

You have to be 
prepared to believe 
the hype if you want 
to get thoroughly 
immersed in 
proceedings though, 
because some of it is 
so far-fetched it'll 


turning off as soon as 
Meg’‘s green eyes 
appear on the screen. 

If you're into your Tarot, or 
you‘re eager to learn much more 
about the subject, this is a superb 
resource. Sceptics and those who 
hate slow talking need not apply, 
however. Pontoon, anyone? GD 

Dave Perrett 


SHTUP READING 


Surely it doesn’t matter how old you are, what question you ask or what element you 
choose to be — the disc generates a random set of cards. Sorry Meg, we're not convinced. 


os CESS 


KD) 


ABOUT 


LOAD uggs KS 


aw > 
seep 


Sox 


Come > Cease > 
———" ——— 


meeel 
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Wooooo0! Where do you want to be mystically taken to today? Meg speaks in such a slow, 
dull, annoying voice that you'll easily get bored if Tarot isn’t your bag. 


MYSTIC MEG TAROT ¢20 For and against 


GSP = 01480 496575 
On the Web: www.gspltd.co.uk 


Minimum System: 486/66, 8Mb, Win 95 


Recommended: P100, 16Mb, printer 


ov Tells you about Tarot 
v Easy to navigate 
v Printable information 


Meg talks too slowly 
Readings are vague 
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NOT TO MENTION NEWTS 


Step L 


Step 2 


Step 3 


First, the lovely Meg chats about the disc 
and what it can do. From here, you can go 
to any section you wish, but we reckon 
that it’s best if you learn about the cards 
before dabbling with stuff you don’t 
understand, and thus making the world 
end prematurely or something. 


Once you've got the hang of how this 
mystical world works and what those 
cards do, it’s time to get in contact with 
the wild powers that us humble folk know 
little about. So type in your age, sex and 
birth sign element and tell the Tarot how 
you want the question to be answered. 


If you didn’t know the meaning of life 
before, be prepared not to be amazed, 
because these Tarot cards will tell you 
nothing that you didn’t know already; 
they‘re really vague, generated 
completely at random, and can be 
interpreted in many different ways. 
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TECHNIQUE 


TECHNIQUE 


Welcome to our stable of redoubtable skill. 


3D CARD CARRY-0 


Overclocking your 3D card isn’t 
as scary as it might sound. In fact, 
we've done it loads of times now and 
our underpants are as virginal-white as 
the day mother bought them. Apart from 
Dave Perrett’s, which are pea-green. Odd. 
Anyway, our man Luis is on hand to guide 
you though the valley of overclocking, and 
help you avoid the pitfalls and savour the 
delights of 3D card wibbling. 


YOU'VE BEEN FRAMED 


2 > | What's the point of designing 
your own Web page and it being 
nothing but an embarrassment to the 
family name? Your great grandfather 
Bert would be spinning in his grave if he 
could see that half-baked rag-tag excuse for 
a page you're currently masquerading. But 
fear not, we've just the thing to spruce your 
site — frames. They’re ideal for turning pap 
to pearls and appeasing deceased relatives. 


COMIC-STRIP CAPER 


And while we’re on the subject 38: 
of Web design, why not invite your 
dear cousin Margaret round to help 
you out with Paint Shop Pro duties? OK, 
she smells of pork and keeps gerbils in her 
knickers, but who else is going to help you 
understand and apply layers, feather edges 
and create mind-bending montages? As a 
special incentive, there’s a picture of some e 
kittens on page 175 to make you gurgle. | 


AMENT 


We've shown you how to make 
your own Quake 2 Map and now 
it's time to add some funky textures 
to the walls and floors. Like Russ Abbot, 
we love a party witha happy atmosphere, ‘ 
as long as there’s a disturbingly high body 
count and oceans of gore Plastered al! over 
the walls. Ahem. Anyway, find out how to 
create textured surroundings that make 
your killing sprees even more joyous, 


DANCE TO THE MUSIC 


Making dance music:on your anne: 
PC is so easy, anyone can do it. 
And by Jove, judging by half the tone- 
deaf ear mousse currently clogging up 
the pop parade, it seems as if ey a 
talent chancer with eigenen a 
i is having a i e 
Eercne of oF DIY Dance Music ton 
shows you how to sample real Lea ea 
for your tunes. Create a cathedral 


- Simply 
f your \ g 1 s nonth's issue 


sheng 


the critters 
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OVERCLOCK 


YOUR 3D CARD 


If the very concept of overclocking makes you feel 


dazed and confused, then pour yourself a small 
sherry and prepare to be soothed. Luis Villazon 
gently guides you through the entire process. 


HE JoB OF A 3D CARD IS TO 

take some of the rendering 

burden away from your 

CPU, enabling it to get 

on with more important 
things. To do this it requires a 
processor of its own and some local 
memory to act as a buffer. Data is 


moved between the memory and the 
a bus and the whole 


processor along H 
nchronised by a 


shooting match is sy’ 
timer, If you can change the timer 
frequency for your motherboard, 
there’s no reason why you shouldn’t 
do it for your 3D card as well. 
In fact, the 3D card has one 

sizeable advantage over the CPU. 
Because it is designed to be retro- 


COOL FOR CATS 


Unless you’re content with a very 
modest 5 or 10 per cent increase 

in clock speed, the extra heat 
generated by your 3D card will 

cause it to behave unreliably and 
may even interfere with the cooling 
of the CPU. To fix this, you need 
additional cooling for the accelerator 
of which there are two main kinds. 

The first is a dedicated heat sink 
and fan that’s attached directly to 
the 3D card. These are very efficient 
but they can be tricky to fit and they 
must be shaped for a particular 
card. You can buy one on-line for 
the Voodoo3, for example, from 
www.tennmax.com for $23.50 
(about £16). 

For cramped systems or unusual 
3D cards, a more effective strategy 
is to dispense with a heat sink 
altogether and simply mount a gert 
fan directly above the expansion 
card. This is much easier to fit and 
has the advantage of cooling several 
Cards at once, but the system case 
needs to be permanently removed 
for the best results. 

Fans of various sizes, suitable for 
installing this way, are available in 
Tandy and other electronics shops 
for between £10 and £30. 


WHAT YOU NEE 


A 3D accelerator card 
A heat sink and fan 
Sheer nerve 


fitted to a wide range of systems, 
there has to be an easy mechanism 
for tailoring the 3D card’s clock 
speed to that of the CPU. 

Consequently, most 3D cards 
can be overclocked directly through 
software — something that only the 
most up-to-date motherboards can 
do for the CPU. 


Caveat clocker 

Before you consider overclocking, 
you should be aware that all the 
same risks apply to 3D cards as 

to CPUs. At high clock speeds, the 
3D card can cause system lock-ups, 


and prolonged exposure to the 
higher temperatures increases the 
rate of electromigration, eventually 
resulting in hardware damage. 
However, these risks can be 
mitigated with additional cooling 
(see boxout) and most systems are 


sold with a safety margin that can 
be exploited by the overclocker. 


Manual hacks 
The most well-known overclocking 
hack is for the original 3dfx 
Voodoo card. Simply add the 
following line to AUTOEXEC.BAT; 
SET SST_GRXCLK=n. Replace n 
with the new clock speed in MHz, 
The default is 50 and most systems 
should tolerate values up to 58 
without extra cooling. 

Owners of cards based on 
the Permedia2 chip (such as the 
Graphics Blaster E 
to edit the Registry to alter the 
clock speed. Start Regedit and click 
EditFind to search for a key value 


xtreme) need 


of ‘systemclock’. The default setting 


is $3 and for cards with 1Ons RAM 
it can be increased to 60 before the 


RAM speed becomes the bottleneck, 


Some Permedia2 cards, such as the 


If you were foolish enough 

to buy the Creative 3D Blaster 
Savage 4 (PCF 97, 64%), you'll be 
glad of the opportunity to crank some 
life into the critter. 


» 


Hercules 3D/GL use 8ns RAM 
and can support a maximum 
systemclock value of 70, which 
translates to an impressive clock 
speed of 125MHz. 


Software settings 

Many 3D cards do not use DOS 
environment variables or the 
Windows Registry to store the 
current clock setting. To get around 
this, a veritable armada of utilities 
is available that write directly to 
the registers on the card. Voodoo2 
cards have V2Overclock, Voodoo3 
should use V3Overclock and for 
owners of Riva 128-based cards 
there is Nv3 Tweak. 

All these utilities are shareware 
or freeware which we've stuck on 
this month’s CD for you. Enjoy 
nem at your leisure. @D 


We show you how to make your 

DVD-ROM drive play DVDs from 

| any region. Not bad, eh? The next 
issue of PC FORMAT hits the 

| shelves on 4 October. 


you faster thana 
very fast thing 
indeed. 


WEB WISDOM 


If, on the other hand, you currently 
have the beautiful TNT2 Ultra 
under the hood, then 

overclocking will make 


San 
| 


Fast Graphics - www.fastgraphics.com 

A design philosophy that leans heavily toward the garish 
disguises some useful advice on a range of topics dedicated to 
making those pixels bounce around your screen a bit quicker. 


) bes Howe 3 = ae 3) 


3dfx — www.europe.3dfx.com 

Technical support, news, patches and games demos served up in 
a thick, rich soup of marketing hype. Perhaps a little generous 
with the onions but, ah, what croutons! 


Thursday, July 01, 1999 
See ES Fe ag ST 
Tweak 3D — www.tweak3d.net/index.shtml 
A rather curious mixture of hardware reviews, system tweaks, 
overclocking advice and party-animal lifestyle ethics. Much 
smarter layout than Fast Graphics, though. 
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é| the Voodoo Chip’: 


Voodoa2 FAQ = 


ee GlQuake Time 


30 Definition: 
i 
Vaodao Caaling \/ 
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foodan Overclocking 


Overclocking the Voodoo chip — 
www.bahnhof.se/~engstrom/e_voodoo_clock.htm 

This is more like it! Performance tweaks and overclocking advice 
for the Voodoo family plus before and after benchmarks. 


FOOT TO THE FLOOR 
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Step 4 _ 


PowerStrip offers a huge range of tweaks 
and adjustments for your graphics card 
and monitor including a convenient dialog 
that enables you to alter the memory 
speed and processor clock speed of your 
3D card without manually editing the 
registry. We've included the shareware 
version of PowerStrip on the coverdisc. 


The utility supports video chipsets from 
3dfx, 3Dlabs, ATI, Cirrus Logic, Intel, 
Matrox, NEC, nVIDIA, Rendition, $3, SiS, 
Trident and Tseng Labs but not all of 
these will be amenable to overclocking. 
To check yours, simply right-click the 
icon in the system tray. Click Advanced 
Options*About the PowerStrip. 


To overclock the card, simply drag the 
sliders to the desired value. Don’t increase 
either value by more than 5MHz at a time 
- even 15 per cent higher clock values 
will need additional cooling to achieve 
stability. The shareware version doesn't 
save values so you need to reset the 
sliders each time you reboot. 


As with overclocking your CPU, it is very 
important to give your system a thorough 
workout to check it’s stable and running 
smoothly. Run tests for at least an hour 
to enable chip temperatures to reach 
equilibrium. If the PC crashes or locks- 
up, fit additional cooling or reduce the 
clock speed slightly. 
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Web design 


MAKE YOUR 
OWN PORTAL 


RAMES OFFER A METHOD OF 

dividing your Web page 

into multiple sections, 

each acting completely 

independently of the others. 
In effect, you end up with several 
distinct pages which just happen 
to appear in the same browser 
window. This may seem like a 
curious action to take, but it does 
offer significant opportunities for 
good design, helpful navigation and 
faster page loading. 

As an example, let’s suppose 
that you’re designing a Web site for 
a particular company. It wants its 
corporate logo constantly displayed 
as a banner across the top of every 
page, and a list of its products 
displayed down the left-hand side 
of each. The remaining central 
portion of the page will contain 
the actual content. 

Trying to achieve this without 
frames would have several 
disadvantages. First, each page 
would have to contain chunks of 


When used to their full potential, 

frames can offer a Battenberg-thick 
- bolsterer for improving Web pages. 
Derek Smith shows you the way. 


identical code for the banner and 
products, making maintenance 
difficult. Just think, change the 
list of products on one page and 
you have to change it on all pages. 
The second disadvantage is speed. 
Because the entire page has to be 
reloaded each time the viewer 
moves around the site, the banner 
and products would have to be 
downloaded and redrawn with 
every page. 

Using frames, this page could 
be split into three distinct frames — 
one for each section of the page. 
Clicking a product in the left-hand 
frame would cause the central 
frame to refresh, while the rest of 
the page remains static. The HTML 
code for the banner and products 
would only exist once, making 
maintenance easy, and the site 
would work more quickly. 

Now let’s see how to achieve 
this using our portal page which 
we’ve been constructing over the 
past four months. Don’t worry if 


WHAT YOU NEED 


You can create Web pages with any text editor, but you might find it easier to 
use an HTML editor. We recommend Allaire’s Homesite (there’s a demo on the 
coverdisc) for simplicity or FrontPage Express because you already have it if you 
use Internet Explorer 4 or 5. You need a browser so you can look at your pages. 


Elegant and careful use of colours means 
that the three frames on this page blend 
together perfectly and are completely 


unobtrusive to anyone visiting the site. 


you missed any of the tutorials 
because this is equally applicable 

to any Web page. In our case, we'll 
have a title frame across the top of 
the page and a list of favourite links 
down the left-hand side. 

There are two new tags 
involved with frames: <FRAMESET> 
and <FRAME>. Their options and 
syntax are listed in the ‘Those 
Attributes in Full’ box opposite. 
The former is used to define the 
position and size of the frames, 
while the latter defines content and 
appearance. To create a page with a 
static banner frame we would write: 


<HTML> 

<FRAMESET ROWS=100,*> 
<FRAME SRC="title.htm” 
NAME="title”> 

<FRAME SRC="main.htm” 
NAME="main”> 
</FRAMESET> 

</HTML> 


In this case, the ROWS attribute 


The Meanies site actually uses a series 
of horizontal frames. The top one holds 
the navigation button, while the next one 
holds all the product links. 


splits the page horizontally (note 
the lack of a space in 100, *). To 
split it vertically we would use 
COLS, for columns. The first frame 
is sized at 100 pixels deep. We 
could also express this in terms 
of a percentage, for example, 
ROWS=20%, *. The asterisk 
indicates that the second frame 
should use all remaining available 
space. If we also wanted a 30-pixel 
footer frame to contain, for 
instance, some links, we would use 
<FRAMESET ROWS=100,*,30>. 
Now, a frameset can only split 
the screen either horizontally or 
vertically. In our case, we want 
a bit of both. So, to create our 
vertical sidebar, we split the main 
frame with another frameset. This 
is a very similar concept to the table 
within a table which we saw last 
month. Therefore, the page called 
main.htm would look like this: 


<FRAMESET COLS=150,*> 
<FRAME SRC="sidebar.htm” 


‘The Internet starts here 


Welcome To My Portal 


marae 


Step 2 


Welcome To My Portal @ 


‘The Internet starts here 


Our newly framed portal page. The banner across the top 
of the page will remain permanently visible, as will the list 


of links down the left-hand side. 
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Clicking one of those links on the side shows the 
developer’s page in the centre of the screen, Previously 
this was an entirely separate page. 


We can even see external Web sites in our central frame. 
This leaves all our favourites links still visible down the 
left-hand side of the page. 


Ask Jeeves is one of the few search engines that shows the resulting sites in a frame. 


NAME="sidebar”> 

<FRAME SRC="content.htm” 
NAME="content”> 
</FRAMESET> 


You'll notice that the <FRAME> 
tag has two attributes. The SRC 
attribute is used in a very similar 
fashion to the way it’s used in the 
<IMG> tag, in that it references a 
separate file on the hard disk. A 
frame has to refer to a separate file, 
effectively a Web page, so you 
cannot include actual page HTML 
at this stage. The NAME attribute is 
optional, but as you'll see, it soon 
becomes essential to give your 
frames a name. 

So, to recap, we need five files 
in the same directory to create our 
page. The first, which we will call 
Page.htm, contains the code above 
to split the page into two horizontal 
frames. The second, called title.htm 
contains the HTML code to draw 
the banner text and graphics. The 
third, called main.htm, contains the 
second frameset above, which splits 
the frame into two vertical frames. 
The forth, called sidebar.htm, will 
contain our HTML to create the 
list of links. The fifth, called 
content.htm, will initially contain a 
default page about building Web 
sites. This isn’t too crucial because 
it will soon be replaced by the 
actual sites that we wish to visit. 


On target 

Now we come to targeting. Bad 
targeting is the reason some people 
object to frames, so let’s get it right. 
When we click a hyperlink, the 
resulting page can appear in a 
variety of locations or targets. 

It can appear in any one of the 
three final frames, the main frame, 
or the Replace the Whole Browser 
window. By default, it will appear 
in the frame containing the link, 


which is definitely not what we 
want in this case. 

To target a hyperlink, we need 
to add an extra attribute to our 
<A> tag, for example: <A 
HREF="www.pceformat . co.uk” 
TARGET="content”>. We now 
see why it is important to name 
frames, because this is the only 
way we can reference them later 
on, Using TARGET="main” would 
replace both the content and 
sidebar frame. 

There are also three special 
targets which you can use. The 
first, TARGET="_self” will cause 
the new page to appear in the 
same frame as the link, which as 
we've seen, is the default anyway. 
TARGET="_parent” will cause 
the new page to-load in the parent 
frame — for example, in our case, 
main is the parent of both sidebar 
and content. Finally, 
TARGET="_top” will cause the 
entire browser window to be 
replaced by the new page. 

Now let’s look a little closer at 
the <FRAMESET> tag and some 
more optional attributes. By 
default, you’ll see a thin, grey 
border between each frame. This 


THOSE ATTRIBUTES IN FULL 


This month we‘ve seen the introduction of the <FRAMESET> and <FRAME> tags. Here 
is a list of their attributes, and what they all mean. 


FRAMESET 


BORDER Defines the thickness of the borders in pixels. If set to 0, it implicitly sets 


FRAMEBORDER tO ‘no’. 


BORDERCOLOR Defines the colour of the borders between each frame. For example, 


BORDERCOLOR= ‘green’. 


FRAMEBORDER This controls whether a border should appear between the frames. 


For example, FRAMEBORDER= ‘yes’. 


FRAME 


MARGINHEIGHT This controls the size of the empty margin inside the top and 
bottom of the frame, expressed in pixels. For example, MARGINHEIGHT="5’. 


MARGINWIDTH You've probably guessed that this controls the margin on the left-and 
right-hand edges of the frame. For example, MARGINWIDTH= ‘1’. 


NAME Although optional, you have to give your frame a name if you want to target it 
with a hyperlink. Remember that the name is case-sensitive. 


NORESIZE This controls whether the viewer can drag the frame border to resize the 
frames themselves. By default, it’s set to ‘no’. 


SCROLLING This attribute specifies whether a scroll bar should always be shown 
(*yes’), never shown (‘no’), or only shown when needed (‘auto’). For example, 


SCROLLING= ‘no’. 


SRC The only mandatory attribute, this lists the file path to the HTML page that you 


wish displayed in your frame. 


can often look fine, but sometimes 
is a little obtrusive. This is 
especially true if you use the same 
background for neighbouring 
frames, when hiding the border can 
produce a classier look. To hide the 
border you would use: 


<FRAMESET COLS=80,* 
BORDER="0"> 


The BORDER attribute can also be 
used with the <FRAME> tag if you 
want the border to appear between 
some frames and not others. Note 
that both neighbouring frames must 
have the same BORDER attribute — 
for example, to hide the border 
between two 
frames, both 


Pleote pick our hint destination 


Business Directory 


 fatoeg rectory tte mary of mt buminnnnen by egery aes 


= <FRAME> tags 
rt / must have the 
attribute set to 0. 
However, in our 
experience, this 
can be somewhat 
| unreliable 

and tricky. 

On those 
occasions when the 
border is visible, by 
default the frame 
is resizable. This 


You wouldn’t want to have to reload that huge graphic on the left 
of the page, so the designers have kindly put it in a frame which 
stays on-screen for the duration of your visit to the site. 


means the viewer 
can drag the border 
line to change the 


size of both frames. Although this 
gives more power to the user, it 
does mean that both frames will 
have to reload. If you don’t want 
the viewer to have this ability you 
can turn it off using the rather 
strange negative syntax of: 


<FRAME SRC="sidebar.htm” 
NAME="sidebar” 
NORESIZE="yes”> 


Another default with frames, as 
with all Web pages, is that as long 
as the whole page fits in the 
window, a scroll bar will not 
appear. Once the content is too 
large for the page, the scroll bar 
appears automatically. With frames, 
you can overtly control this feature 
by setting the SCROLLING attribute 
to Yes or No. 

Well, that’s all for this month, so 
good luck with your frames. If you 
want to taker a closer look at the 
example Web portal mentioned in 
this month’s tutorial, you’ll find all 
the pages on the coverdisce in the 
Portal folder. @ 


Next month, in the last part of 


this series, we'll be looking at 
forms and e-mail. 
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TECHNIQUE 


CREATE YOUR OWN 


COMIC STRIP 


EMEMBER HOW AS A CHILD 
you’d attack your mum’s 
mail order catalogue with 
a little pair of rounded 
scissors, cut pictures out 
willy nilly then stick them on to a 
piece of paper to make a collage? 
Well, things have changed and these 
days we can do things the sp 
way with Paint Shop Pro S, lez 
Mum’s catalogue intact and our 
chubby little fingers free of glue. 


Natural selection 

Most applications have a set of 
selection, copying and pasting tools, 
and in image-editing packages these 
tools are at the heart of the 


RGON BUS 


Anti-aliasing 

A technique used on jagged edges of 
images where pixels of intermediate 
colour are used to smooth out 
contrasting or sharp lines. 


Composite 
An arrangement of a series of images 
and/or text. 


Feathering 

Creates softer edges around a 
selection. The only trouble is it 
sometimes makes your selection less 
accurate or can create a halo effect. 


Layers 

Layering is one of the most powerful 
and useful techniques in building 
montage images, and one which 
Paint Shop Pro supports well. In 

a nutshell, layers are like a series 

of stacked transparent sheets where 
you can place parts of your image in 
any order. 


Montage 


A new image created by combining 
other images; posh name for collage. 
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program — useful for far more 
serious tasks than just cutting out 
men’s beardy heads and attaching 
them to scantily clad female bodies. 
Before we look at the techniques 
that rely on selections though, let’s 
take a brief look at the relevant 
tools available in Paint Shop Pro 5. 
The most basic selection tool 
in PSPS is the Marquee, which 
enables you to make rectangular 
or elliptical selections of an image. 
On its own it’s pretty useless for 
making all but the most simple 
selections, but once combined with 
other tools and techniques, it can 
really impress. The main problem 
with the Marquee tool is that you’re 


From left toight, the firstsfigure 
is an ordinary\selectionwith stray 
white pixéls’sutrounting it: In, 
second, fpathered selection, bs 
can seet#jat the\eiges are oun 
focus. Tie final; larger. figure has 
heen defringed to reffpye the 
bjursing trom itssoutine: 


Some skilful cutting and pasting of carefully selected images 
can really help to spice up your cartoon or comic strip, and 
Paint Shop Pro 5 has all the tools you need. Karl Hodge is 
poised with the virtual glue and scissors. 


stuck with selecting areas of a 
uniform shape — which is no good 
when you want to isolate an object 
from its background. The Lasso 
tool is better, giving you the ability 
to draw around an object freehand- 
style. But you must be careful, 
because to make a proper selection, 
you need to trace carefully around 
the entire outline with your mouse 
- one single slip and you have to go 
back and start all over again... 


Could it be magic? 

Next up is the Magic Wand, a 
gadget that enables you to select 
areas according to gradations of 
colour. For this reason it’s best used 


However carefully you make a selection, there can still be stray pixels left behind. In this 
case we cleaned them up by making a selection, reducing it by two pixels, inverting it so the 
rest of the layer was selected, then applying the Blur filter to soften the edge. Easy. 


WHAT YOU NEED 


1. A PC with the display set to at 
least 256 colours 


2. Paint Shop Pro 5 (on this month’s 
PC FORMAT coverdisc) 


3. A digital camera, scanner, modem 
or clip-art 


4. Some artistic talent (optional 
but desirable) 


on background areas with little 
pattern or change in hue. If the 
background of the image you’re 
trying to select is too busy, you’re 
better off reverting back to the 
Lasso tool. 

Reading between the lines, 
you might infer that we’re not too 
enamoured with the selection tools 
in Paint Shop. Pro. You'd be right — 
when compared to the tools in 
packages such as Adobe Photoshop 
and Macromedia Xres, they leave a 
lot to be desired. The selection tool 
of choice for most professionals is 
the Path tool, enabling you to trace 
around objects using a combination 
of lines and bezier curves. There’s 
no such option available in Paint 
Shop Pro so we have to rely on 
some sleight of hand and a few 
graphic designers’ tricks to make 
the most of our selections. 


Add it up 

You can get around the limitations 
of the selection tools by using them 
in combination with each other. 
Make a selection with one tool — 
the Lasso, for example — then 
switch to another, such as the 
Marquee tool. To add more to your 
original selection, hold down [shift] 
as you use the second tool, or press 
[ctrl] to remove areas. Using this 
technique, it’s possible to build up 
an accurate selection of an object 
even when it’s placed against a 
heavily patterned background. 


Smooth operator 

However carefully you select a 
portion of an image, when pasting 
it into a new one it’s sometimes 
possible to see the join, either as 
jaggy pixels around the edge of 

the selection or as stray bits of the 
original image. Rather than rely on 
making a perfect selection in the 
first place, you can disguise the join 
afterwards. To quickly smooth over 
the joins, you can use PSPS’s 
Defringing and Matting controls. 
Apply Defringing, available from 
the Selection menu, to a floating 
selection over a hectic background. 
The tool anti-aliases the edges of 
the selection with the background 


POadKILe 


With a few simple selection, cutting and 
pasting techniques under your belt, you'll 
be able to recreate this month's cartoon. 


so you can’t see the join. You might 
get a blurry halo, but with a little 
trial and error you should be able 
to master the procedure. Matting is 
used when you want to remove the 
white or black pixels that may 
outline a selection. 


Bigger, smaller, more... 
There are more choices on offer in 
the Selection menu: Expand enables 
you to increase the size of your 
selection by a specific number of 
pixels while Contract does the 
opposite, Grow automatically selects 
pixels of similar colour close to 

the current selection while Select 
Similar applies the same routine to 
colours throughout the image. 

We use these techniques in our 
comic strip to help make some 
difficult selections. Following the 
walkthrough will let you in on a 
couple of other secrets that you can 
apply in just about any image- 
editing package. @D 


NEED MORE IMAGES 


out on the Web: 


1. Type ftp://ftp.sunet.se/pub/pictures into your browser and you’ll find a 
huge directory of free photos just itching to be downloaded. 


2.Times New Roman will not cut the mustard in your comic strip. You need 
a font that’s funky, fresh and, most importantly, free. Grab comic-style 
typefaces from www.piekosarts.com/blambotfonts 


3. Daryl Cagle is a traditional cartoonist, although he uses the Web to 
distribute some of his own work and helpfully provides links to a whole load 
of other artists. Go to the Professional Cartoonists Index at www.cagle.com 


4. Pick up tips and tricks from fellow cartoonists at Yahoo! Club’s Comic 


Creation community. Go to 
clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/ 
comiccreation and find out 
how you can get involved in 
creating an on-line comic 
with other members. 


5. If you like your comics free 
then www.inet.com isn’t for you 
because you still have to pay for 
the price of a phone call while 
you're on-line. Anyway, it has 
loads of newfangled Web comics 
for you to gawp at. 


HIT THE WEB 


We've managed to unearth even more free clip-art, photos and image tips 


Step 1 


Step 2 


TECHNIQUE 


Step 3 


In Paint Shop Pro, open computer.tif and 
hand.tif from the \tech\comic folder on 
the coverdisc. Go to the Capture menu 
and choose Setup. Check Full Screen and 
hit [F11] to take a shot of your desktop. 
Click on the new image to make it active, 
then choose Resize from the Image menu. 


Step 4 


In the dialog that appears, select the 
Percentage of Original box and enter 

25 in the Width box. Choose Smart Size 
from the Resize Type drop-down menu and 
then check Maintain Aspect Ratio. Click 
OK to resize the image, and then go to 
Edit=Copy. 


LES OPENER OTEAN 


Step 5 


Click on computer.tif to make it active and 
choose Edit™Paste as New Layer. Adjust 
the image with the Move tool until you’re 
happy. Resize hand.tif to 25 per cent in 
the same way, select the Magic Wand and 
click in the white area of the image. Go to 
SelectionsInvert to select the hand only. 


Press [ctrl]+[C] to copy the selection to 
the clipboard, then press [ctri]+[V] to 
paste it as a new layer into computer.tif. 
Once you're happy with the position of 
all the layers, merge them into a single 
image by selecting Layers Merge 
Merge All. 


Using the Marquee tool, draw a box 
around the computer, taking care not to 
include any of the keyboard image. Copy 
the selection to the clipboard, then go to 
FileNew and create a new image of 640 
x 320 pixels. Paste the selection into the 
image as a new layer. 


Yikes indeed! Get ace 
comic fonts for free from 
the Internet. 


Open bloke.tif, and choose Edit=Copy to 
paste it as a new layer. Select the largest 
area of white with the Magic Wand and 
choose Edit™Clear. The computer 
composite should be visible — adjust the 
layers until you're happy, then merge 
them before saving. 


In next month’s issue of PCF, on sale 
4 October, we'll be using the drawing 
tools and filters to add special effects 
and text to our comic strip. 
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BUILD YOUR 


OWN LEVEL 


Part 
Three 


of five 


HERE ARE HUNDREDS, IF 

not thousands of ways to 

make Quake 2 textures. 

Choosing your preferred 

method depends on your 
individual level of artistic talent, the 
amount of loose cash that you have 
hanging around and whether you 
have the luxury of spending 24 
hours-a-day grinding out something 
that doesn’t look like it came from 
a Woody Woodpecker cartoon. In 
designing our example map, we’ve 
used a number of methods that 
provide high-quality results in a 
relatively short period of time 
(relative to hand-drawing the damn 
thing), with a minimum outlay of 
hard currency. Pick out the methods 
you like, throw the rest in the trash 
and have a blast. 

Before we start, there’s one 
important point that we should 
mention. The mantra of the texture 
designer is: “Nothing in nature is 
perfect.” Before you even consider 
trying to design your first texture, 


Now you know the basics of creating 
a Quake 2 map, it's time to add some 
realistic textures to walls and floors. 
Steve Collins gets all atmospheric. 


we strongly suggest picking a busy 
street corner, strategically placing 

a hat at your feet and reciting the 
mantra for a minimum of six 
straight hours. This accomplishes 
two things. First, you never forget 
the mantra and, having done so, 
always create realistic-looking 
textures. Second, you pick up some 
spending money for the graphics 
design software that you eventually 
just have to own as you progress to 
more-advanced steps of map design. 
Take PC FORMAT with you - 
you'll need something to read. 


Big and scary 

The theme for our example map is 
a large anti-chamber that leads to 
some sort of temple or room that 
has a special high-level function in 
the game. In a single-player map, 
this is usually good for final levels 
because the textures are designed to 
impart the feeling that you’re about 
to run into the most powerful 
adversary of all - one that demands 


WHERE TO GO TO FIND OUT MOR 


A quick note for the uninformed: never 
use someone else’s texture for a map that 
you plan on distributing without their 
permission. This is very bad form and 
possibly illegal. 


BUZZSAW 
buzzsaw.gamedesign.net 

The grit and just the grit, ma‘am. The 
home of real-world Quake stuff. The 
textures prove it... 


FilePlanet 

www. fileplanet.com 

Where to go to pick up all the tools of 
the trade. 


Free Media Network 
www. freetextures.com 
New, fresh, brash and ready to take on 
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the world. A little light on content at 
the moment, but has already had a lot 
of very positive feedback in the Quake 
newsgroups. Remember to bookmark 
it for future reference. 


Graphtallica 
www.3dpalette.com/graphtallica/ 

“The patented super kickass on-line 
browsable texture archive.” The owner, 
Sean Johnson, has basically given up on 
commercialising his textures. They're free 
—as long as you don’t attempt to sell the 
results. Give the guy a break and mention 
him if you use one. 


RUST 

www.gamedesign.net 

Whether it’s Quake, Unreal, Half-Life 
or the kitchen sink you're dallying with, 


WHAT YOU NEED 


The tools of the Quake 2 texture trade are many and varied, but you find most of them 


on this month’s PC FORMAT coverdisc. 


1. Paint Shop Pro 5 
www.jasc.com 


One of the best graphics editors for the money. Considered a basic requirement for 


providing that personal touch to Quake maps. 


2. Wally 
www.telefragged.com/wally 


The tool of choice for creating .WAL files necessary for Quake textures. Has a few 
goodies that enable you to build in rivets, bullet holes, a few well-placed blood spatters 
and the odd decal. It’s free, it’s cool, it’s a necessity, it’s on the coverdisc. 


3. Bryce 4 
www.metacreations.com 


The most recent incarnation of a great 3D graphics tool. If there was a choice between 
buying Bryce and clean underwear, we would forego the knickers. 


4. A decent Quake 2 palette plug-in 


If your grass looks healthy, you’re doing it wrong. Comes in .PAL for Paint Shop Pro, 
.ACT for Adobe Photoshop (www.adobe.com), or can be custom built from either a 
Quake 2 screen capture or a Quake 2 palette in any other supported graphics format. 


5. Quake map editors 


Available from your favourite lag ‘n’ frag site (below) or this month’s PCF coverdisc. 


6. Registered version of Quake 2 
If you don’t have it, get it. 


some level of pomp and 
circumstance. This, of course, 
inspires the appropriate amount 

of running, screaming and flailing 
about when you finally meet face- 
to-face. Banners, highly decorative 
doorways and a higher-than-usual 
number and variety of entities 
(anything that is out to get you) are 
an absolute must if you’re going to 
pull this one off. In a deathmatch, 
you might want to use this theme 
simply to distinguish one level from 
another so that the players have a 
location reference. 

Using the same map building 
technique that we gave you in PCF 
97, we constructed a hollowed-out 
cube and made it large enough 
to give some elbowroom for the 


RUST is the centre of the universe. Oxford 
University for Game Designers. 


Shattered Art 
www.planetquake.com/shattered 

Maps, models, textures and tutorials, 
among other things. Kick off your shoes, 
sit back and enjoy. 


TextureCentral 
texturecentral.gamedesign.net 

It’s central and it’s got textures, and 
news, and tutorials, and files, and links 
and... need we say more? 


Tutorial Warehouse 
twh.telefragged.com 

Mostly gfx, but has some decent texture 
tutorials. If you need one, or have one to 
offer, head here. 


penultimate conflict. The default 
textures, chosen by the level editor, 
are about as inspiring as Auntie 
Beryl’s bloomers. So, let’s spice 
things up a little... 
The first texture that just 
screamed for action was the floor. 
We really needed something that 
looked like, well, a floor. We could 
have got away with some sort of 
grass texture but this just didn’t 
provide the formal look we were 
going for. We also wanted to avoid 
hand-drawing anything in the map 
because we have a real life and, 
occasionally, like to breathe fresh 
a 


r. The obvious choice was to hop 
down to the local trash monger 
(thereby getting the fresh air) to 
pick up a piece of old floor tile. The 
real-life tile was then scanned as a 
bitmap file to use as a canvas for 
our floor texture. Here’s what we 
did with our day... 


Using odds and ends 

1. Start by scanning in the real floor 
tile. You can save the graphic to 
almost any format, but keeping to 


The Ceiling texture was created in Bryce 
it . The professionals swear by it. And at 
Sometimes, with massive cuss words. 


JUSt One js a good idea. You 
don’t want to spend lots of time 
reformatting each of your files 
when you should be spending it 
8enerating buckets of creative 
Juices. We chose to use a bitmap 
(BMP) format because this is 
useable by all of the utilities that 
we will be working with. 


2. Open your graphics editor. Most 
Quake and Quake 2 map designers 
use either Adobe Photoshop or 
Jasc’s Paint Shop Pro for their 
texture work because both have 
numerous plug-ins (including 
Quake 2 palettes) that simplify 
the process. If your editor has a 
Quake 2 palette plug-in, then load 
the palette. Quake 2 uses a small 
number of colours which are 
housed in a 256-colour palette. 
If you don’t use the same palette 
when you work on your texture, 
your graphics editor uses colours 
that are not available in the game. 
; When you run your textures 
in Quake 2, the game will use the 
closest colours from its own palette. 
The results are usually more 
horrifying than the game itself. If 
you don’t have the appropriate 
plug-in, then most graphics editors 
provide a method for building a 
palette by grabbing the colours 
from whatever image it has loaded. 
You can provide the image 
using a screen capture from the 
Quake 2 game (hitting [F11] while 
playing the game saves the current 
screen as a .PCX file). This is less 
satisfactory because the capture will 
not have all of the colours available 
in the Quake 2 palette and your 
own version will be incomplete. 


Seeen Lilet Donen Yew wre Hep 


Senne ees 
3. Crop the scanned graphic to 
remove any suspicious bits from 
around the edges. If your talents for 
aligning a tile to a scanner plate are 
anything like ours, you should take 
this opportunity to rotate the 
graphic so that it is straight. This 
will be important when you begin 
to align multiple copies of the 

image later on. 


4. Check out the colour scheme and 
adjust to suit (or adjust your suit — 
whatever feels good). 


5. Resize to 64 x 64 pixels. 
Quake 2 textures must be sized 

in multiples of 16 pixels — for 
example, 16, 32, 64 and so on. 
Most Quake 2 textures are 32, 64 
or 128 pixels in height and width. 
You can make the texture almost 
any size you want, as long as it 
sticks to this rule. Save the new 
graphic as floortile.bmp. Avoid 
putting any spaces in your file 
name. If the Quake 2 compilers 
find an unknown character in the 
file name (and white spaces are one 
of them) they will have a nervous 
breakdown and probably take you 
with them. 


6. Open floortile.bmp graphic in 
Wally (from this month’s coverdisc). 
Wally will make all the required 
adjustments to our graphic so that 


Wally is a heavy-duty 
texture editor. Get to 
know it and you can 
create impressive work. 


it can be saved as a .WAL file 
for use as a texture in Ouake 2. 
Quake 2 requires multiple sizes 
and resolutions of images for each 
graphic. This provides the game 
with cues for rendering textures at 
increasing distances from the player. 
Without changes in size and 
resolution, there would be no depth 
to a map. Wally makes this easier 
than picking fleas from a dog by 
automatically duplicating your 
graphic in each of the required 
sizes and resolutions. 


7. Make your final colour 
adjustments. We used the flood fill 
tool to increase the colour contrast 
between different areas of the tile. 
This provided a pleasant effect 
when we embossed the graphic to 
provide the illusion of a 3D stone 
or ceramic tile. 


8. Use Wally’s noise tool to add 

a medium amount of noise to 
roughen the surface. This will give 
the final texture a rough weathered 
look like Charles Bronson’s nose. 


9. Emboss for that natural I-can’t- 
believe-that-it’s-a-2D-graphic look. 
You can make any 2D image look 
like a 3D rendering by embossing. 
This is an effective technique to 
provide the illusion of depth on 
anything that presents only one 


Your basic textureless corridor — this isn't 
going to scare the pants off anyone. 


Add a floor texture and all of a sudden you 
get the impression of depth. 


Slap a rough texture on to the walls and 
you're nearly ready to rock. 


Once the ceiling has been added and is to 
your liking, all that remains is to... 


TECHNIQUE 


COME AND HAVE AG 


We've included all of the files that are 
necessary to modify our work of art. To 
run our map in Quake 2, copy the file 
mymap.bsp from this month’s coverdisc 
to your Quake 2/baseq2/maps directory. 
If you don‘t have a maps directory, 
create one. Copy the texture files, 
blueglasblks2.wal, ceiling128x128.wal 
and Floortile.wal directly to your 
Quake2/baseq2/textures directory. 

After you've loaded Quake 2, 
hit the [~] key. This brings down the 
console. Type map mymap and hit 
CReturn]. Some versions of Quake 2 will 
open the map in the Pause mode. If this 
occurs, simply hit the CEsc] key twice 
and you will be immediately dropped 
into the far corner of our new level. 

To put your creative genius to work 
improving on our offering, use any 
Quake 2 map editor and open the 
mymap.map file. If you want to use our 
textures, import the three textures that 
we provided (the ones you moved to the 
Quake 2 textures directory to play the 
map) into your editor’s texture library. 
How you do this depends on which 
editor you use. Once loaded, you can 
modify to your heart’s content. 


face to the player. If any of your 
textures look flat, then they stick 
out like a sore thumb. 


10. Use Wally’s re-mip tool to make 
sure you have the required number 
of graphics and that they’re all 
matched to your final adjustments. 


11. Select the tile tool, and check 
that the seams of your texture line 
up when displayed in a 3 x 3 array. 
Because our texture is smaller than 
the floor, Quake 2 automatically 
fills the floor with copies of the 
image. If the copies don’t line up 

it won’t look right. 


12. Save your masterpiece as a 
-WAL file. This is the default file 
format for Wally. &D 


/NEXTMONTH =i MONTH 


Next month we introduce you to two 
other ways of creating textures, namely 
Borrowing a Good Idea and There’s 

No Problem Money Won’t Solve. 
Confused? You won't be on 4 October. 


...add the end wall and get fragging. Find 
Travis and blow his ego to pieces. 
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Make your PC keep the beat with 


DIY DANCE MUSIC 


Part 
Two 


of two 


If you can’t produce the sound you 
need, borrow one from somewhere 
else. Karl Hodge samples the 


- world of tracker programs. 


AST MONTH WE LOOKED AT 

using ModPlug Tracker, 

a program designed to 

sequence sound samples, 

to make a simple dance 
beat. The method we used is 
common in modern music, taking a 
couple of bars of a drum beat and 
looping it to make a continuous 
rhythm. However, tracker musicians 
would normally frown at this 


method, especially when the 
program we’re using is far more 
flexible than that. 

Trackers not only enable 
you to trigger sound samples in 
a sequence in multiple channels, 
but once a sample is loaded as an 
instrument, you can shift its pitch 
in real time. In other words, you 
can play melodies. The samples 
you use are up to you, froma 


T YOU WILL NE 


A PC with a decent soundcard and 
speakers, plus a tracker program. You'll 
find ModPlug Tracker on last month’s 


PCF coverdisc, or you can track down 


snatch of Mantovani strings to the 
sound of a barking dog - you’re not 
confined to the sounds built into 
your soundcard. 


software from the Net — check out 
www.maz-sound.com for a selection. 


yourself along to www.syntrillium. 


com and download a copy of the 


The black art of sampling 
Although there are plenty of 
resources on the Net for 
downloading ready- 
made sound samples, 


there may come a time Sampling is 
when sou gu tucee easier than 
In that case, you’re taping to a 
cassette 


going to have to saniple 
it yourself. Windows 
comes bundled with a 
sound recorder but it’s pants when 
it comes to this type of work. Get 


shareware marvel Cool E, 
fully-functioning sample editor. 
There are some things to 


it-—a 


remember when making, 
your own samples. 
Firstly, be careful how 
you set the levels - use 
your soundcard’s mixer 
software (or Windows’ 
volume controls) to 

set an input level just 
below the peak. Sample 


too loud and you'll get distortion, 
too quietly and you'll have 
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ee 
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it does when it’s digitised. ModPlug 
Tracker and other tracker programs 
enable you to apply envelopes, 
custom fades and filters to samples 
that change the shape of the sound. 
Making instruments and melodies is 
more involved than simply slapping 
a looping sample in the right place. 
For realism, they should have an 
authentic-sounding attack (the 
point when you first hear them), 
sustain and decay. Applying a 
single-volume envelope to a sound 
you to add all of 


sample enabl 
these at once, transforming it from 


a simple snatch of sound to a 
usable instrument. 


TECHNIQUE Biya 


Tracker programs for music 
making have been around since 
the early days of home computing. 
SoundTracker, a program for the 
Commodore Amiga, is widely 
acknowledged to be the first 
tracker. Subsequent programs 
have all, essentially, been clones 
or developments of this first 
program. One notable thing about 
tracker programs, even to this 
day, is that their development has 
never moved into the commercial 
domain. Most of them, even those 


Cool Edit from Syntrillium is one of the best free bits of software available on the Internet, 


as well as being a nifty sound editor — download it from www.syntrillium.com 


background noise when you 
amplify your sample later. Make 
sure you use the appropriate input 
jack on your soundcard, too. Don’t 
plug a cassette deck into the Mic in 
socket because you'll overdrive the 


as possible. 


sound — use Line in. A good quality a cassette. 


live source, like an instrument or 


to get the sample as compact 


If all this sounds like so much 
gobbledegook now, don’t worry. 
With the right software, sound 
sampling is easier than taping to 


Make tracks 


We've provided a few samples on 


the coverdi 


at cr 


so you can hav 
‘ating instruments yourself. 
And as a bonus, if you load in the 
demo song from the coverdisc, 
you'll find even more copyright- 
free samples that have alre: 
been made into instruments. These 
were culled from Samplenet at 


with sophisticated features, are 
the work of hobbyists and 
shareware authors. Commercial 
go projects are occasionally 
announced, some even come to 
fruition, but the musicians that 
make up the scene stick with 
free and shareware software. 
ly The tracking scene itself 

is very similar to, and sometimes 
difficult to separate from, the 


Two volume envelopes: in the first the instrument comes in at full volume with a gentle fade out, while the second instrument swells in then fades out sharply. 


In last month's tutorial, we used drum and bass loops to create the backing for our track. Now we're going to show you how to 


voice, is ideal for sampling. It’s 
usually all right to sample snatches 
from records or CDs just as long as 
you don’t plan to distribute your 
tunes. But you can be more original 
than that, can’t you? 

You should sample your sound 
at as high a frequency as possible, 
usually 44.1 KHz (CD quality). You 
can always downsample or reduce 
the frequency later. When you have 
your sample safely digitised, save it, 
then edit it down to just the bit you 
need as an instrument. The aim is 


Pushing the envelope 
It doesn’t end there either. Believe it 
or not, sound has a shape — at least, 


www.samplenet.co.uk — a great site 
to find inspiration for electronic 
musicians everywhere. GD 


Be careful with recording levels — sampling too loud clips the waveform, causing distortion. 


computer demo scene. Both are 
made up of people showing off 
their skills in using computer 
technology. Both have a distinct 
culture — a set of rules and rituals 
that users follow. This, along with 
the non-standard method of 
musical notation used in tracker 
programs, may go some way 
towards explaining why the scene, 
and the programs themselves, 
have remained underground 

for so long. 


create instrument sounds and use them to make a proper tune, just like they used to have in the good old days. 
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Step 3 


Start up ModPlug Tracker and choose File=> 
New=XWM or load the MOD from last month’s 
tutorial. Go to Samples and load ravechoir.wav 
from the coverdisc. Click on Play sample. You'll 
notice that the play head moves backwards 
and forwards within one section of the sample. 
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Ravechoir is now looped. Go to Instruments. 
Click Show Volume Envelope then right-click 
inside the bottom section of the screen to add 
a point. Keep adding points until you have a 
fading curve as illustrated. Right-click again 
inside the window and check Sustain. 


With a volume envelope in place, the sample 
will still loop ad infinitum. However, when it’s 
stopped, the sound will now fade away instead 
of ceasing abruptly. Name the instrument 
Ravechoir and get ready to start creating 
your first melody. 


Note Volume | Effect | 
Note: Instrument: 
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Go to the Pattern Editor and the first slot in an 
empty channel. Double-click the first section 
of dotted line. From the dialog, select a note 
(D5 is good) and the Ravechoir instrument. Go 
to slot 32 in the same channel and enter note 
C5. Hit Play at the top of the Pattern Editor. 


You can also add notes manually. When the 
first part of the line is selected, the computer 
keyboard acts like a musical keyboard, with Q@ 
as middle C, W as D and so on. If you have a 
MIDI keyboard, the job is even easier — just 
select MIDI Record from the toolbar. 


OK, it’s not a masterpiece, but it’s early days. 
Add more melody changes and instruments in 
other channels. Listen to our demo song and 
see how it builds chords using two notes 
played by the same instrument at the same 
time. Practice makes all the difference. 
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. All your own w 


THE GALLERY 


Your Web sites have been pouring down on us, but don’t stop the deluge — 


Lexington Particle for his Rogue! 
site. We get a fair few sites of this 
ilk, but Lex’s takes the honours for 
presenting comment and diatribe 
in an orderly and accessible way. 
It’s good to see people venting 
their spleen with humour... WWW. 
suzi.freeserve.co.uk/rogue.htm 


My name’s Lexington Particle 
(That is, of course, a pseudonym — 
my real name’s Oboe Particle). 


18 lagers and a dodgy kebab. 


I like most of the Sound and Fury 
stuff, especially Magic Larry, Dear 
Satan and Technofile. I find they’re 
the easiest to write and visitors 
seem to find them the funniest — 
although one Christian visitor 
informed me that he found Satan’s 
presence on Rogue! “disturbing...” 
I'm also very pleased with the 
overall look of the site. It took a 
lot of work, but I think P’ve 
managed to get it right! 


The site’s only been up and 
running for a couple of months, 


This month’s gallery award goes to , 


ROSIE! 


Lexington tells us he makes all this up as 
he goes along — we'd never have guessed. 


i] 
Fancy hooking up with the Dark Lord for 
a wee while? The Rogue! is here to oblige. 


ROSUB!: 


i. et velch 


Girls on film? Our Lex clearly has a 
penchant for the classical look. 


it's great sloshing around in the weird and wonderful sites you come up with. 
READER AWARD OF THE MONTH 


get quite 
a bit of 
feedback 
—all positive, 
thankfully! People also leave 
messages on our Vox Plop Forum, 
but nobody ever gets the gag... 


It’s an AMD K6 2 400MHz with 
64Mb RAM, Voodoo2 and a 
Motorola 56k internal modem. 


l use FrontPage Express because it 
was free and it’s easy to use. If I 
need to do any proper HTML 
stuff, I use Notepad. 


Yes, there are two additional 
contributors — Tanison Treeman 
(an American) and Tabitha Khatt 
(an ex-pat Aussie non-bloke). 
Tanison primarily writes Sound 
Off! and Ask God (but he also 
chips in on other bits), and our 
latest recruit, Tabitha, lends a 
female perspective to the site with 
her Khatt’s Eye column. We’re also 
in the process of recruiting another 
couple of people. 


Whenever the voices in my head 
tell me to... About once a week. 


“I give people a picture of John Peel's head 
and they stick it on a picture of someone 
else’s body.” Grumbler — move.to/peelhead 


Obsessed with weather girls and West 
Country newsreaders? Daza is — websites. 
ntl.com/~daza_genius/daza_geniusl.htm 


iis 


Tc 


A site that aims to provide a democratic 
area on the Internet. Patrick A Gannon — 
www.loftrat.freeserve.co.uk/loftrat.htm 


Need technical support? Give this a try. It 
could use an update, but the thought’s there. 
Scott Grenney — www.onlinehelp-uk.com 


Poets’ corner 


This month has seen a curious influx of poetry sites... 


we thought we’d share them with you. 


Written poetry and MP3s of readings. Penny - 


pbwords.8m.com 


Jason's Poetry Corner 


Home-grown poetry with Jason’s material and 
that of his friends. Jason Mitchell - 
jasonspt ycorner.freese! 


Latin poets and their poetry explained. Andrew 
Crome - come.to/latinpoets 
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Whether you're well read in the classics or just 
fancy a poetic dabble, there's a site here for you. 


“T hated the Intel adverts, but instead of 
just whining on, I made a Web site.” Diane 
Norton — www.geocities.com/ 
CapeCanaveral/Hangar/8278/page2.htm 


— 180 PT 


PCF HELPLINE 


100th issue? Bah humbug! Luis Villazon thinks only in binary and is saving the 
champagne and truffles for issue 128. Until then, the Helpline continues implacably. 


Luis 


Your Host 


Get help here! 


PCF Helpline, 

30 Monmouth St, 

Bath BA1 2BW 
pcfhelpline@futurenet.co.uk 


“WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO 
differently in the Helpline for the 
hundredth issue?” I asked Richard 
a few months ago. “Nothing,” he 
replied after some thought. ‘You 
can’t improve on perfection.” 
Actually, he didn’t say the second 


bit out loud, but I could tell he was 
thinking it. Probably didn’t want to 


make me feel self-conscious. 
Anyway, one thing is different 
about this month’s Helpline, 


namely the long-anticipated arrival 


of the thousandth question. As 
promised, I am awarding a prize to 
the lucky reader in question and I 
have spent many weeks agonising 


over exactly what that prize should 


be. I decided that because Mr 

Morgan was sounding off about a 
devilish subject, he deserved some 
devilishly groovy sound equipment 


— the PCWorks FourPointSurround 


FPS1000 speakers from Creative, 


7 GY 
c ree ROS 


— what more could Mr Morgan want? 


October 1999 PC FORMAT 


Villazon 


Surround sound and 3D positional audio 


Getting started 


Still paddling in the shallow end of the gene pool? Have a 


sup of primordial soup and climb the evolutionary ladder. 


Tam using Freeserve under 

Windows 95 and with 
Internet Explorer 4. I'd like to 
upgrade to version 5, but will 
Freeserve still work? I’m not 
sure if the bit where it hooks up 
to the Internet is part of Internet 
Explorer or is stored in some other 
file. Do I have to uninstall IE4 
before installing IE5? For that 
matter, could I use a browser such 
as Netscape Navigator, which 
seems faster on other systems? 
John Smith, jdecks70@hotmail.com 


Your connection details, which 
A include the telephone number 

to dial, your username and 
password, and which modem to use 
are contained in your connection 
profile. You can have several 
connections defined at once (for 
different ISPs, say) and they are all 
stored in the Dial-Up Networking 
pseudo-folder. Similarly, you can 
have more than one browser that 
uses the same connection. 

Just as you wouldn’t expect to 
have to reinstall your modem driver 
when you upgrade the browser, your 
existing connections are picked up by 

the new browser when it installs. 
You don’t need to uninstall JE4 
before upgrading to v5 either. In 
fact, leaving it enables the setup 

to carry over your favourites list 
and so on. 


A convert 
Q Tama Mac user but 
T recently bought a 
used IBM Aptiva 2168 
(Pentium 120) for my children. I 
would like to add some things to it 
such as a larger hard disk, a USB 


Q Perplexing connection 


card an ethernet card and a new 
internal modem. The problem is 
that I have no idea whether the 


Aptiva is a PCI machine and what 
requirements must be met for the 
individual components. Any ideas 


on where I can get the info 
without tearing the PC apart? 
Brian Durant, bfd207@ibm.net 


Hah! You Mac users spend 
A your lives wrapped in cottor 
wool. You've got a PC now 


and PC users tear their machines 
apart just for the fun of it, even if 


their system documentation contains 


all the info they need. Actually, if 


you use a screwdriver to remove the 


retaining screws first, you find that 


the case comes away easily without 


the need for any tearing. A quick 
glance at the expansion slots is * 


enough to tell you the bus types that 
_ are supported: the long black ones 


are ISA, the short white ones are 
PCI and the brown one is AGP. If 
you have more than one brown 
slot and no white ones then you 
have VESA Local Bus, which 
is to PCI what BetaMax is to 
VHS. Anyway, to delay you 
having to buy your first 
screwdriver, I can 

confidently state that your 

PC will have PCI slots. 


A pigina 
poke 
Three months ago 


I bought a second- 
hand PC for 
my son. A 

P120 with 

Win 95, MS 
Office and so on 
all pre-loaded. Looking 


f 
f 
5 


- 


back, I can see I was carefully 
steered away from all its faults. 
I have fixed the boot virus, but 
problems still outstanding include: 
1. Drive C: runs in DOS 
compatibility mode; 

2.1 can’t get 256 colours on the 
SVGA card with 1Mb RAM; 
3.The CD doesn’t have autoplay; 
4.1 can only use the CD drive 
when in MS-DOS mode. 

Iam at the end of my tether 
and I can’t afford the £150 to fix 
it that I have been quoted. 

Peter Mackie, 
peter@mackie34.freeserve.co.uk 


Unclip the tether from your 
A collar and calm down because 

your PC is not broken and it 
isn’t going to cost £150 or even 
£1.50 to correct these minor 
problems. They are all driver 
problems. Specifically: 
1. DOS compatibility mode is 
triggered when 16-bit real mode 
drivers are loaded in CONFIG.SYS 
for which there is no Windows 95 
equivalent. Use step-by-step 
confirmation (hit [F8] at boot up) to 
by-pass one driver at a time until you 
find the culprit. 
2. You are probably using the generic 
VGA video driver. If the hardware- 
specific drivers aren’t installed on 


The iMac is 
translucent to save 
users the worry of 
having to dismantle 
it to see inside. 


your hard disk, contact the graphics 
card manufacturer or at least use the 
Windows SVGA driver. 

3. Autoplay only works in Windows. 
4. Try removing the device driver 
from CONFIG.SYS and ask Windows 
to redetect your hardware (Add New 
Hardware wizard in Control Panel). 
If it doesn’t find it automatically, 
contact the drive manufacturer. 


Scream blue murder 
Is there any way I can get 


hold of the screaming.net 


CD-ROM you mentioned in issue 
96 without going to a Tempo 

store? I’m stuck there because I 
live in Glasgow and all the Tempo 


stores are in the south of England! 
I'd be grateful for any help. 
Richard Cottrell, Glasgow 


I rang my local Tempo store 
A and their friendly sales person 

told me, “If you can’t be 
bothered to turn up at one of the 
stores, then basically you’re screwed. 
Actually you’re screwed even if you 
do because we haven’t got any discs 
at the moment.” I do prefer talking 
to the guys on the shop floor, rather 
than the PR department — they’re so 
refreshingly honest. 

Anyway, by the time you read this, 
you should be able to download all 
the ‘drivers and that’ from www. 
tempo.com but, of course, you need 
to set up a free account with another 
ISP before you can do this. My 
advice is that you stick with that ISP. 


In cyberspace, no one can hear you scream. 
Especially if you can’t get connected. 


“To get rid of spam, create this Outlook 
Express 5 rule: Where the To or CC line Does 
Not Contain <your e-mail addresses> Move to. 
+ folder Spam. Obviously, it is best to make 

re that it is spam before you delete it/. 


Barry Mercer, 
St Annes 


Folder folly 
Q How can I get a// my folder 

windows to open with the 
toolbar at the top in Windows 95, 
OSR2. I know I can manually add 
the toolbar from each window’s 
View menu but it seems that I 
have to do this for every folder 
that I want the toolbar to appear 
on. Is there some global method 
of doing this that I haven’t yet 
stumbled upon or do you have one 
of your legendary Registry hacks 
that will fulfil my needs? 
Neil Thurlow, orange@xtec.freeserve.co.uk 


I didn’t realise that my 
A Registry hacks were legendary 

already, I thought they were 
still stuck with mythical status. 
Anyway, you don’t need myth, legend, 
folklore or rumour to fix this because 
the rules are very simple: 
1. Each folder has its own preference 
which you can set by selecting 
Toolbar from the View menu. The 
folder then remembers its own 
preference. If you have set the 
browsing options to Browse folders 
using a separate window for each 
folder, the toolbar will either be 
shown or not, according to the stored 
preference of this folder. 
2. If you have browsing set to Browse 
folders by using a single window that 
changes as you open each folder, the 
toolbar setting of the current folder 
overrides that of all sub-folders. 

And that’s it. So, after you’ve 
finished breathing into a paper bag 
and you’ve had a good stiff drink to 
steady your nerves you can put this 
new knowledge into practice. Set 
Browsing to Open separate windows 
and set the toolbar option for as 
many or as few folders as you like 
and then set browsing back to Single 
window if you want. 


Which Window? 
Q Can you tell me if ‘FOR WIN 

95 ONLY’ as seen when 
trying to access most of your 
games/hospital/technique/wired 
programs on the CD, are no good 
for us Win 98ers? Is it run at your 
own risk or are these programs 
old but free to good homes? 
Kaj Warming, kajw911@lineone.net 


None of the above, 
A actually. It’s the 
interface on our 


coverdisc menu that was 
slightly out of date. The 
menu now correctly explains 
whether Win 95 or better is 
required or (in very rare 
circumstances) whether only one 
or the other will do. As a general 
rule of thumb, if it runs on Windows 
95, it will run on Windows 98. > 


TWEAKING THE ACTIVE DESKTOP 


Bill Gates’ plan to blur the distinction between your desktop 
and the Net doesn’t just involve slowing Windows to a crawl. 


Step 1 — Having it all 


The Windows Active Desktop is 
available to Windows 98 users 


and Windows 95 users with 
Internet Explorer 4 or later 
installed. It comprises two main 
components: single-click mode 
and Web page view. If you opted 
to enable the Active Desktop 
when you installed, you already 
have both. If you didn't but you 
would like to try it now, click 
View=Folder Options... in any 


folder window and select the Web 
Style radio button, 


Step 2 — Just single-click mode 


Single-click mode means that you only 
need to click once to launch an icon 
from the desktop or any other folder. 
This is how the Start menu and any 
desktop toolbars you may have created 
work, as well as all Web pages. It can 
take some getting used to before you're 
finally ready to let go of the Windows 
double-click forever, though. If you just 
want to enable this part of the Active 
Desktop, click View=Folder Options... 
and choose Custom, based on the settings 
you choose then click Settings. On the 
next dialog, click the Single-click to open 
an item radio button. 


Step 3 — Just the Web page view 


Web page view treats the desktop as a 
blank HTML document into which you 


can drop any Web content you like. When 
you first enable it, the only difference you 
see is the Channel bar but you can put in 
any ActiveX control or animated graphic 
that takes your fancy. There is a selection 
of them available at Microsoft’s Active 
Desktop Gallery Web site (www.microsoft. 
com/windows/ie/ie40/gallery). To enable just 
the Web page view from the Folder Options 
dialog, click the Enable all web related 
content on my desktop radio button. 


Step 4 - Tweaking it 


The potential for customisation 
doesn't stop there. One useful 
refinement is to set icon titles 

to only appear underlined when 
you are actually pointing to 

them — otherwise the ubiquitous 
underlining can be rather 
distracting. You can also toggle 
Active Desktop items in and out of 
visibility, without deleting them 
each time, via the Web tab of the 
Display Properties dialog. Simply 
right-click on the desktop and 
then choose Active Desktop= 
Customise my Desktop. If you 
decide that enough is enough, 
you can always restore the boring 
Windows 95 look by selecting the 
Classic style radio button in 
View=Folder Options. 


Intemet Explorer Channel Bat 
NAV 1998 Veus Calendar 
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MBE HELPLINE 


~ Windows j|Is 


Just before the dinosaurs became extinct after 120 million 
years, the fossil record shows them installing Windows 98. 


All change 
Is there any way to change 


what it says on the Start 


menu in Win 98? At the moment, 


it says ‘Start’ but I would like to 
change this because it is really 


annoying me that you have to go 
to Start to shut down. I don’t mind 


playing with the Registry. 


Stephen Cripp, sc@nogolfing.demon.co.uk 


What do you want it to say 
A instead? You could reinstall 
Windows for a foreign 
language and thereby change it to 
‘Commence’ or ‘Empieza’ I suppose, 
but this doesn’t really help. Failing 
that, you need to do more than just 
hack the Registry. You need to get a 
hex editor and search through all the 
Windows system files until you find 
the string ‘Start’, then hack in a new 
one. Even then you have to make sure 
your new string is the same length. 
Of course, you could always 
make life easy for yourself by using 
a utility such as this... 


StartButtonPatcher is at home.t-online. 
de/home/Pic16c84/softw.htm 


I recently installed Internet 
Explorer 5 but there is one 
thing which annoys me about the 
URL bar. When I type in a link that 
has already been entered into the 
History, it comes up with a pull- 
down menu of the possible near 
matches, instead of what Internet 
Explorer 4 would have done, which 
is type out the rest of the URL for 
you. Now I have to click on the 
URL I want, which I don’t like. Is 
there a way of changing this back? 
Aengus Walton, javaman@polbox.com 


Q The price of progress 


as you would have to with JE4, the 
URL you want eventually appears at 
the top of the drop-down combo box. 
To select it, hit [Tab] then [Enter]. 


Just imagine having to type to the end of 
that Ask Jeeves search string... 


Big Brother 
Q How much control could 
ISPs have over what sites 
you visit? Could MSN stop users 
visiting anti-Microsoft sites, and 
just make it look like the site 
was down? I think intercepting 
data packets from the user and 
returning a fake site could do it, 
but then, what do I know? 
Tom Adams 
tomadams@fallenangels.freeserve.co.uk 


Technologically, it is very easy 
A to do. Certain Arab states, for 

example, require all Net 
access to go through proxy servers 
that block out all obscene Web pages 
(most of them). Trying to do this 
covertly, on the other hand, is a 
different matter. The trouble with 
conspiracy theories of this sort is that 
too many people need to be in on it, 
and it only needs one person to leak 
the truth to spark a media scandal 
that would hurt Microsoft’s share 
price far more than any anti- 
Microsoft site ever could. 

A simple way to test this would be 
to compare AltaVista search results 
when connected to different ISPs, 
and it is precisely because it’s so 


YOU NEVER FORGET YOUR FIRST TIME 


Before I hand out the prize for the 
1,000th question, I thought it might 
be instructive to take a look at the 
very first question I ever received 
for the Helpline... 


“Dear Madam 

Send £25 in used 50p coins or 
the puppy gets it. If you have 
already paid this bill, please 


disregard this notice. 

I'm having a spot of bother. 
You see, I have recently changed 
motherboards and now I have to 
use COM1 for my mouse, instead 
of the built-in PS/2 port I had 
before. The problem is, I can’t 
find a wiring diagram to make 
a mouse adapter. I want to use 


simple to test that I don’t believe any 
company would do it. 


Outbreak 3 
Q A neighbour of mine has 
been hit by the Chernobyl 
virus (his PC has, at any rate). 
He has lost all his data and his 
PC won’t boot anymore. He is 
resigned to reinstalling everything 
from scratch but he doesn’t have 
the original CDs. When he bought 
his machine from PC World, all the 
software was backed up ina 
different part of the hard disk, 
which isn’t much help now. 
Jason Staunton, jrstaunton@screaming.net 


Not having the original media 
A is a problem, certainly, but 

after you show your neighbour 
this, he will become suddenly 
nostalgic for the days when that was 
all he had to worry about. You see, 
the WinCIH virus (often mistakenly 
referred to as ‘Chernobyl’) doesn’t 
just scramble hard disks. It also 
overwrites the flash BIOS. Take a 
moment to think about that: not the 
CMOS RAM that holds the BIOS 
settings, but the BIOS itse/f. Any 
PC thus nobbled will never boot 
again until the BIOS chip is 
replaced, which may involve 
changing the motherboard. 

After that, he should 

be able to obtain media 
for his software from PC 
World if his system is still 
under warranty. 


(and extend) my PS/2 mouse. I 
would need to run from a female 
DB9 connector on COM1 toa 
female Mini DIN 6 connector to 
link up with the PS/2 mouse. 
Someone said the blueprints are 
in your lunch-box.” 

Robert Scanlan 

North Kensington 


That pretty much sums up the whole 
tone of the Helpline, don’t you 
think? Threats, insanity and a 
hopelessly complicated technological 
blind alley. | mean, never mind 

the fact that you can get a DBO 

to Mini DIN 6 adapter from RS 
Components (7 01536 201201) for 
a lot less than the price of a puppy. 


contains only the vocabulary 
appropriate to the exercise, and 
use only that dictionary to spell- 
check the exercise and find 
translation errors. However I have 
not been able to find a way to turn 
off the main dictionary, thus 
rendering my custom.dic useless. 
Dave Hoyland, yjo77 @dial.pipex.com 


You can’t turn off the master 
A dictionary in Word 97 without 
removing spell-checking 

completely, but even if you could, 
I can't see how that would help. 
The existing spell-checking facility 
already catches syntax errors and 
removing words from it would 
make some perfectly valid sentences 
appear incorrect. 

If you want to make sure that 
certain key words are used, why 
not set up a series of search and 
replace macros to find these words 
and highlight them in a different 
colour or something so that you can 
spot them easily? I doubt that you 
will save any time compared with just 
marking each exercise manually, but 
it might be more fun to do in a geeky 
sort of way. 


*To/re-create that Windows CE large icon 


The end of the world is 
Qa nigh and, as some of us 

suspected, Bill Gates is the 
Devil in disguise! Bill Gates’ full 
name is William Henry Gates III 
and if you take all the letters in 
‘Bill Gates III’, convert it into 
ASCII and add up all the 
numbers you get 666, which 
is the number of the beast. 
Coincidence? Maybe, but take 
the phrase ‘Windows 95’ and do 
the same thing and you will get 
666 too. Even ‘MS-DOS 6,31’ 
adds up to 666. 

Would it be too surprising if 
Bill Gates was the Antichrist? 
After all, the Bible foretold 
that someone powerful would 
rise up and lead the world 
to destruction.” 

Brian Morgan 
brian.mergan@lond03.dti.gov.uk 


1. Which bit of the Bible 
A Says that? The closest I can 

find is Revelations chapter 
12, verse 5: “Then she gave birth to 


Yes, the great day is finally upon us. This is the 1,000th 
question | have answered for the Helpline. On such an 
auspicious occasion, the apocalyptic subject matter 
seems all the more appropriate. 


Brian Morgan gets this supersonic 
speaker system from Creative Labs. 


ason who will rule over all nations 
with an iron rod. But the child was 
snatched away and taken to God 
and his throne.” This doesn’t sound 
like our Bill to me. 

2. Predicting that powerful people 
will take over the world is like 
predicting that people who fall in 
the sea will drown. 

3. Bill Gates III only comes out as 
666 if you take all the letters in 
upper case, ignore the spaces and 
treat the III as having a value of 3. 
Neither 1 nor I have an ASCII 
value of 1 so this is cheating. 
4.‘WINDOWS95’ (again no space 
and taking the ASCII value of the 9 
and the 5, rather than their numeric 
value this time) comes out as 665. 
No other combination is even close. 
5.‘MS-DOS 6.31’ (this time with 
the space) comes to 667 
Conclusion: Millennial flim-flam. 
But we had already spotted this 
coincidence and thought it worthy 
of a mention in the Myths section 
of Tale of the Century (page 38), so 
you get a prize anyway. 


DOUBLE YOUR SURFING SPEED 


Analogue line-bonding provides a way to achieve connection 
speeds comparable to ISDN for a fraction of the cost. 


Step 1 - The requirements 


Step 2 — The connection 


To be able to use line bonding, you need two 
phone lines and two modems. The modems 
don’t have to be the same speed so if you've 
replaced an old 28.8K or 33.6K modem with a 
V.90 model, you can squeeze some more life 
out of the older model. Your phone lines need 
to be completely separate, though. Multiple 
extensions on the same line don’t count and 
neither do lines connected to a PABX. You 
have to also be running Windows 98. Finally 
check with your ISP that they support line- 
bonding. Some won’t because of the extra 
load it places at their end. 


Assuming you qualify, open Dial-Up 
Networking and double-click Create 
New Connection. Set up a normal 
connection — using either of your 
two modems - to your ISP in the 
normal way. The phone number 
and all other details should be 
exactly the same as your existing 
connection at this stage. In fact, 
you can skip this step and modify 
your normal Internet connection 

if you’re convinced that you will 
always want to use line-bonding. 
Once everything is set up, click 
Finish to create the connection. 


Step 3 — The extra modem 


Make New Connection 


Step 4 - The speed boost 


Now comes the clever bit. Right-click the 
new connection and choose Properties. 
Now click on the Multilink tab. Click the 
Use additional devices radio button, and 
the Add, Remove and Edit buttons at the 
bottom of the dialog should become 
enabled. If they don’t, this is because you 
don’t have any extra modems available. 
You have to install the extra modem 
before you can configure the connection 
for line-bonding. To add the device to the 
connection, click Add and make sure you 
don’t select the primary modem again. 
Leave the phone number the same and 
click OK to close the dialog box. 


Configure your browser to use the new 
multilink connection and try dialling. 
You need to re-enter your username 
and password the first time you do this 
but otherwise, the only difference you 
notice is that the connection dialog 
performs the user authentication step 
twice. You won't hear two lots of 
dialling, for example. Your new 
connection speed will be significantly 
faster than with either modem alone 
but there is some overhead involved in 
maintaining the synchronisation, so it’s 


Intemet Options 


effect on the desktop, use regedit to t impl dding the speeds 
not as simple as addin 


together. You also have to pay for two 
phone calls at once while you are 
connected but this still works out 
much cheaper than the £25 a month 
that BT charges for Home Highway. 


The JE5 approach does have 
A its advantages because it 

enables you to choose between 
URLs that begin the same but diverge 
a long way down, without typing in 
the whole of the shared portion. If 
you don’t like using the mouse, hitting 
[Tab] and using the cursor keys is 
much quicker. If you continue to type, 


change HIKEY_CURRENT_CONFIG/ 
Display/ Settings and/add a new string 
value/named: ScreenResolution with 
‘320/240! as the data.” 


Spurious 
Q spelling 
Iam trying to 


use Arabic Word 97 to 
write some exercises for 
my students. I want to 
create a custom dictionary 
for each exercise which 


One thing's certain - 
Bill Gates has one hell 
of a successful 

company. 


Alfred Das 
a.alfred@H CCnet.n! 


It would be a brave (read: suicidal) US 
company that would censor Web content. 
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Hard bits 


Worried about that impending Ice Age? Overclocked CPUs 
are a simple and cost-effective way to heat domestic caves. 


Graphic traffic 
Q I have some questions 

to make me seem stupid 
and you (possibly) seem clever! 
When looking at graphics card 
upgrades, I see requirements for 
x1AGP or x2AGP how do I tell 
which I have? I thought I had a BX 
motherboard chipset but you said 
in the June issue that this doesn’t 
support AGP I definitely do have 
an AGP port. 
Joe Connolly, 
joseph.connolly@virgin.net 


Both AGP modes are 
A defined in Intel’s original 
specification, the decision 
of whether to implement mode 2 
is down to the graphics card 
manufacturer. Most mid- to high-end 
cards support it, but it is a largely 
irrelevant feature at the moment 
because games simply don’t use large 
enough textures to require the extra 
bandwidth. Also, even on a 100MHz 
system bus, the motherboard RAM 
almost invariably requires too large a 
slice of the available bandwidth to 
enable a mode 2 AGP card to 
Operate at full throttle. 

The BX motherboard certainly 
does support AGP and I have never 
said otherwise. My original copy 
read: “If you have surface mounted 
video then you almost certainly 
don’t have AGP and unless your 
motherboard chipset is LX, BX or ZX 
then AGP isn’t supported anyway.” 
Somewhere between my modem and 
the printing press, this ambiguous- 
sounding, long-winded sentence was 
mistakenly translated to“... almost 
certainly don’t have AGP, unless your 
motherboard chipset is LX, BX or 


“Quick Launch will cause Scandisk to 
continually restart if it is not disabled 
first. It does not appear in the Close 


Program list when you hit [Ctri}+fAity+ 


Del] but you can\right-click the taskba 
and disable it under Toolbars.” 


ZX, in which case AGP isn’t 
supported anyway.” 


Unnoticed upgrade 
Q Previously I had a 

P166MMxX system with a 
Voodoo2 3D card and 64Mb RAM. 
Recently I upgraded my processor 
to a P233MMxX but unfortunately I 
hardly noticed any difference at all 
with the demos of games such as 
Half-Life and SiN. Your review of 
Half-Life recommended a P200 
system with 32Mb Ram and a 3D 
card — my system is better than 
this but I’m having the same 
performance as my 166MMX. 
Scott McAndrew 
raveman16@yahoo.com 


Scott tries to correct his bottleneck with a 
combined corkscrew and bottle-opener. 


The most likely cause is 

A that some other aspect of 

™ your system is acting as a 
bottleneck. It may be that although 
you have plenty of RAM, it is running 
too slowly. Or perhaps you don’t have 
enough L2 cache memory to support 
this much RAM. Alternatively, the 
performance improvement may be too 
small for you to spot. Your system 
was fairly close to the recommended 
system before the upgrade, after 
all. The jump from P166 to P233 
isn't necessarily noticeable in 
my experience. 


Fantasy 
phone lines 
I recently gota 


new PC and I am now 
using it to connect to 
the Internet. The modem 
is described as being 
56K but when I connect 
and I bring up the DUN 
properties box thingie, it 
never connects at more 


sure, 33.6K yes, but not 44K. I 
have a friend with an identical 
modem, and the same connection, 
and his has never connected at 
less than 53K or so. I know that 
some speed is lost with the miles 
of phone lines, but surely not 12K. 
My connection is a normal BT 
phone line, my ISP is Freeserve 
and my modem is a Rockwell HCF 
56K Voice PCI model. 

Matthew Johnston 
matt@fromeworld.freeserve.co.uk 


I have never heard of a 53K 
A modem either. The rating for 

your modem is the maximum 
communication speed, as defined by 
the protocol being used. If you had 
the entire Internet to yourself for a 
day and you tried dialling your ISP 
from inside your local telephone 
exchange, you might manage 56K 
downloads. Those of us in the real 
world are usually content with 
anything over 40K or so. 


Chip cheats? 
Q I recently built my own 
PC from a SOYO 6BA+ 
motherboard, a Pentium II 350 
CPU, an ATI Rage Fury graphics 
card and various other bits. When I 
installed the graphics drivers, the 
ATI software told me that I have 
an ‘Intel Celeron (MMX) 350 MHz’ 
CPU. PC-Config version 9.11 tells 
me that I have a ‘Celeron, V86 
Mode, 348.35 MHz’ and provides 
me with CPU details ‘Model #05 
Step #02, VendorID:Genuinelntel’. 
I have checked my purchase 
invoice and it clearly says that I 
have paid for an ‘Intel Pentium II 
350 SECC II.’I don’t know what 
the SECC II stands for but I 
definitely asked for a Pentium II 
and not a Celeron. Have I been 
ripped off? 
Asif Ahmed 
asif@aahmed.swinternet.co.uk 


SECC is Single Edge 
A Connection Cartridge, in other 
words it just means that it is a 
slot 1 processor which applies to both 
the PII and the early models of the 
Celeron. Likewise, both processors 
have a model 5, step 2 chip in their 
range. Bizarrely, both the Celeron and 
the P2 also share the same family 
number (6), all of which makes 
things very tricky for diagnostic 
utilities and probably explains why 
they are getting confused. 
There are two cast-iron ways to 
distinguish the two CPUs. The first 
is to install the Inte! Processor ID 
utility from this month’s CD (see the 


FAQ — THE CLEVER 


PROJECT 


Terrible name — who 
thought of that? 

IBM actually. Or rather, a bunch 
of brainiac researchers at the 
IBM Almaden Research Centre in 
San Jose. 


What's so clever 

about it, then? 

The Clever Project was conceived to 
answer the question “If computation 
were not a bottleneck, what would 
be the most effective way to search 
the Internet?” In other words, could 
they build a better search engine 

if the processing didn’t have to 

be instantaneous? 


Presumably, they 

decided they could? 

They certainly did. Their cunning 
plan was to look not so much at 
the content of each Web page as 
the links it maintains to every 
other page. 


How does that help? 

Well, it provides a sort of peer 
review mechanism for gauging 
quality. Their idea is that there 
are basically two kinds of site: 
authorities and hubs. An authority 
is a site with information that lots 
of other sites link to, while a hub 
is a site that links to lots of 
different authorities. 


Isn’t that a circular 
definition? 

It’s definitely recursive, anyway. 
The authority score for a page is 
the sum of the hub scores of the 
pages that point to it and the hub 
score is the sum of the authority 
scores of the pages it points to. You 
need some pages with some initial 
scores and to crank through the 
algorithm a few times until the 
values settle down. 


And that’s useful is it? 

Of course, because every link is an 
implicit endorsement of the target 
page by the source page author. If 
you are looking for hard data on 
hamster juggling, you are much 
more likely to be interested in the 
Pages that everyone has listed in 
their hamster home pages as 
essential reading. 


But how long does it take 
to calculate all the scores 
for every page on the 
Internet, every time you 
perform a search? 

Ah, that’s the point. These 
researchers have been working on 
The Clever Project for three years 
now and computing resources have 
still not reached the point where it 
is practical to implement it as an 
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Book: 
Upgrading & 
Repairing PCs, 
10th 


Anniversary 

Edition UPGRADING 
By: Scott Mueller ia ovinven 16% 
Publisher: Que a 

Price: £46.34 

ISBN: 0789716364 


Scott Mueller is a respected 
computer consultant with an 
established pedigree in the form of 
the advice he has handed out over 
the Internet for free. Now that he is 
charging for his wisdom, Mr Mueller 
has taken the time to provide us with 
a detailed breakdown of the function 
and operation of every component of 
a typical PC along with instructions 
on how to install a new one or fix the 
old one. The 10th anniversary edition 
is completely revised with over 300 
pages of new coverage of CPUs, 
motherboards, chipsets, memory 

and hardware peripherals. 


Web site: 

Intel Motherboard & BIOS 
Specs Page 

URL: www.x86.org/intel, 
doc/IntelMotherBoards.htm! 


Bought a PC without manuals? This 
site gives accurate documentation 
on all sorts of Intel motherboards 
from 486 to Pentium III. Each has a 
picture to identify the components 
as well as details of serial and model 
numbers, voltage requirements and 
Operating restrictions, 
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Phantom Menace 


cache and the Celeron is just a naked 
green circuit board with a heat sink. 


Intel's utility would be more impressive if 
the processors didn’t look totally different. 


Any port in a storm 
Q When I shut down the 

computer, I get the Wait 
for Windows to shut down your 
computer screen and then 
sometimes I get the message: 
“Write fault error writing to 
device AUX — Abort, Retry, Ignore, 
Fail?” Have you any idea what 
‘device AUX’ is? If only I knew I 
might stand a chance of fixing it! 
I think that the problem only 
started after I installed a Wingman 
Extreme Digital. 
Mike Rhodes, mike.rhodes@virgin.net 


AUX stands for Auxillary port 
A and it is the name used by 

DOS to refer to the standard 
communications port, which is COM1 
for nearly everyone. This makes your 
Wingman Extreme our prime suspect 
because it poaches system resources 
from the serial ports. I had to ring its 
German office before I managed to 
find anyone 
at Logitech 
who would 
answer the 
phone but 
the advice 
was that 
you should 
upgrade 
to version 
3.20 of the 
driver (at 


You'd think plugging 
your joystick into the 
soundcard wouldn’t 

interfere with the serial 
port — you’d be wrong. 


www.logitech.com/uk/joysticks/jsO2_ 
100.htm!) because earlier versions 
were bugged in the way you describe. 


Speed kills 
Q My brother has a K6 II 400 

with 64Mb of PC100 RAM. 
With the bus speed at 100MHz, 
the computer comes up with so 
many illegal operations it should 
be in prison by now. At 66MHz, 
everything works perfectly. Is his 
so-called 1OOMHz RAM fake? I 
have PC100 RAM in my Ké6 II 300 
(bought from a different place) 
and that won’t work at 1OOMHz 
either, so I must be very unlucky. 
At least my computer can run at 
300MHz on a 66MHz bus. My 
brother is forced to run at 
366MHz instead of 400MHz. 
Andrew Goodfellow 
andy.goodfellow@btinternet.com 


While it is true that you need 
A to make sure you have very 

high-quality name-brand RAM 
to run reliably at LOOMHz, I think in 
your case the problem is likely to be 
the glitch that affects high-speed 
K6-2s under Windows 95 OSR2. It’s 
caused by a timing loop in Windows 
that is sensitive to the processor 
frequency, but there is a patch 
available at www.amd.com/products/ 
cpg/k623d/win95_update_k6.html. 


Sunday drivers 
Q: am trying to update all the 
drivers in my computer but I 
can’t find the manufacturers’ Web 
sites. Is there anywhere that I can 
search for these on the Web? I’m 
specifically looking for: 
1. My graphics card — ATI Rage 3D 
2. My modem — not sure who made 
this, it’s called AT6800W-Europe 
and it’s 56K X2. US Robotics? 
3. Any drivers relating to my 
chipset. I run a PII 233. 
Jay 
james@michaeltaylor37.freeserve.co.uk 


1. 1 can’t believe you couldn’t 

A find ATI’s site. What strategy 

did you try? I just typed 
www.ati.com in my browser and 
within about a minute I found 
myself at support. 
atitech.ca/drivers/ 
drivers.html. It was that 
simple — no dowsing rods, 
rune stones or sheep’s 
entrails required. 

2. www.driver 
guide.com/ is 
quite good 
for finding 
really obscure 
drivers. So is 


eerie 


(www.driverforum.com/). 

3. Chip sets don’t actually have 
drivers as such. Things such as-the 
processor and the DMA controller 
don‘t need operating system support 
except occasionally at the BIOS level. 
This is just as well because if they 
did, how would you boot your PC 

to be able to load the driver? 


A rose by 
Q» other name 

I have a USR 56K modem 
that came with my PC.When 
upgrading a graphics card I 
noticed that the modem had 33.6K 
written on it.When connecting to 
the Internet at home I can never 
get above 28K, elsewhere I can 
reach 33.6, but not above. 
Simon Hurlstone 
sah1@ministryofsound.net 


The fact that your modem 
A says 33.6K on it suggests 

(rather strongly) to me that 
what you have is not a 56K modem 
at all but a 33.6 modem that could 
be flash upgraded to V.90 but so far 
has not been. Contact your vendor 
or manufacturer in that order and 
politely threaten them with swearing 
and bad publicity if they do not 
supply you with the V.90 code. Mind 
you, if you only get 28K at home I 
wouldn’t expect miracles even after 
the upgrade. 


Dying drive 
Q Nine times out of ten, my 

CD-ROM refuses to work. 
I’ve tried umpteen CDs (computer 
and audio), yet it refuses to play 
them. I’ve also tried removing the 
device from Device Manager and 
rebooting so Windows picks the 
drive up again from scratch, but 
still no joy. Could this bea 
physical drive problem, or am I 
missing something here? 
Joff, joffboy@crightonj.freeserve.co.uk 


If your CD failed 10 times out 
A of 10, there could be all kinds 

of hardware and software 
conflicts responsible for the problem. 
Because it occasionally works just 
fine, the fault is almost certainly 
physical. Try cleaning the CD lens 
with a cleaning kit available from any 
record shop. If that doesn’t work, you 
probably have one of those subtle 
head-misalignment glitches that are 
the usual cause of death for CD 
players. For expensive hi-fi players 
this can usually be repaired, but 
CD-ROM drives are just too cheap 
to make it worthwhile, which is 
both a bad thing (because you need a 
new drive) and a good one (because 
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than 44K. Now I’m no 
Internet expert, but I’ve never 
heard of a 44K modem. 56K 
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|Hardware, software, games — we've got i 


Another month, another updated PC FORMAT Buyer’s Guide, and this month we wanted to cram in 
so many top applications, high-quality hardware, winning games, essential contacts and on-line 
stores, that we’ve had to expand the whole section by two extra jam-packed pages. 


ON-LINE SHOPPING PCs 


Whether you want a big-name brand or a low-cost machine, buying a PC on 
the Internet is now easier than ever before. Here are three prime sites... 


| YOUR GUIDE TO THE BES 
HARDWARE Graphics 


192 3D accelerators Internet 
CD-R/CD-RW Lifestyle 
Desktop PCs 19 ae 
Digital cameras r Wee pbosrams 


= Plug-ins bitin. i 
93 
193 DVD drives Sound & music ‘Hot hardware ~ page 192. 


Dell Factory Outlet 
x www.dell.co.uk/factoryoutlet 
Dell has become synonymous with 
selling PCs on the Net, its on-line shop 


enabling it to steal a march on its arch Gamegear System tools 
rival CompuServe. The Factory Outlet sells Input devices Video 
refurbished PCs, enabling you to bag high-spec Modems 


machines at a bargain price — so long as you can 
bear the thought of someone else already having 
had their sticky fingers on them. There’s a bare 
minimum of bundled software supplied with each machine, but the site’s easy to use and 
the specs are easy to understand. Well worth a sizeable look before you lay out wonga. 


194 Monitors 
Portable bits GAMES 
and pieces 198 PCF’s top 100. 
Printers 


Scanners BUYING 


195 Soundcards 201 Essential on-line 


j= 
= Ne 
Page 196 for handy apps. 


Bs " 9 Speakers shopping and mail 
esham Micro Storage order contacts. 
iq =P www.evesham.co.uk Video 


SL A step-by-step guide to buying a PC, 
the Evesham site tries to make it as simple as 
possible to buy a new machine. It just about 
succeeds, but makes the mistake of relying on you 
to guess which of its product ranges (Platinum, 
prestige or Scorcher) is suitable for you, rather 
than saying which systems are suit 


SOFTWARE | Sor ys see 


196 DTP contacts, boyo. 


Top games on page 198. 


4 : able for which type of user. Once you've selected a 
range, it’s easy to customise a PC to suit your requirements and all prices are clear. 


eee ree . =) 
(SSL). In Navigator 3, the key in the bottom 
left-hand corner of your Web browser will be 


Buying via mail order, over the Net or direct 
from a PC manufacturer is usually cheaper 
than buying from a shop. On the other hand, 


complete if you’re accessing a secure s 
broken if you are not. Navigator 4 has a 


ver, 


Elonex 


www.elonex.co.uk 


A fast-loading and initially good- 
looking site that baffles you with jargon. 
¥ Enter the desktop area and you're told that 
the MCX ‘is built around the MicroATX form 
factor giving the latest in technology with PC98 
approval’. Whatever the devil’s dandruff that 
means. Prices look low initially, but by the time 
you’ve gone to the hassle of customising your 


system, you're not only faced with a full-on price but you're thinking that there must 
be an easier way of buying a PC. And there is — on Dell’s site. Go there, swiftly. 


shops should be able to provide good customer 
service, answer your questions on the spot and 
give you the goods to take home there and 
then. With mail order, you‘re at the mercy of 
the post, but many outlets now guarantee 
next-day delivery if you order before 3pm. 
Always keep a record of your transactions and 
use a credit card for purchases over £50, 


Safe on-line shopping 

Giving your credit card details to a recognised 
on-line outlet is no more risky than reading 
them out over the phone. Only buy from 
on-line stores whose servers have security 
features such as Secure Socket Layers 


padlock instead of a key — you can click on it 
for more information. In Internet Explorer 3, 
a padlock will appear in the bottom-right 
corner of the screen when you are accessing 
a secure site. In Internet Explorer 4, the 
padlock appears in the bottom middle-right 
of the browser 
Alwa hop with companies you have 
heard of or whose sites and services have been 


vindow. 


recommended by someone whose opinion you 
trust. If a site looks dodgy, simply don’t use 

it. Keep print-outs or screen-dumps of all the 
Web pages relevant to your transaction, Make 
sure the company delivers in the UK and check 
delivery charges. 
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3D ACCE 


lay games without one 


| 


The big hitters in the graphics world 
have all recently brought out new 
chipsets, with the upshot that frame 
rates and visuals have never been 
better. Which means it must be time 
for an upgrade... There are cards to 
suit every budget, but you'll need to 
dig that little bit deeper to wind up 
with the best. All the latest cards 
are AGP specimens, so if your PC is 
long in the tooth (or if money’s tight), 
go for a second-gen PCI card, such 
as the Voodoo2. 


Graphics move up a gear 


3D Blaster RIVA TNT2 £179 


Viper V770 Ultra £199 Diamond PCF 98 89% 


Diamond’s Viper Ultra is based on the RIVA TNT2 Ultra and performs as well as any other 

TNT2 card. Diamond has fiddled around with its drivers and included InContro/ Tools 99. This 
comprehensive utility enables you to overclock the V770 right up to 175MHz core/200MHz clock, 
if your card will stand it. There’s a full-screen, active 3D scene to give you instant visual feedback 
which is helpful. It’s a fantastic card with excellent drivers; at £200, for serious gamers only. 


REVIEWED RATING 
PCF 98 91% 


PC FORMAT VERDICT 


Quite simply the fastest chip currently available. 


PRICE COMPANY 
Creative Labs 


WinFast 3D $320 I £139 


LeadtekK/M2 PCF 98 84% A solid TNT2-based card but with dull software. 


Erazor II 


£135 Elsa/Force2 PCF98 84% A nippy all-rounder at a reasonable price. 


Millennium G400 Max £186 


Matrox PCF 98 82% True bump-mapping and DualHead for two-monitor set-ups. 


| CD-R/C 


DIY data storage 


Tf you're looking for a cheap, quick 
and easy means of backing up data 
and you fancy the idea of cutting 
audio files to disc to be played 
back on any old CD player, one of 
these drives is a must. If you're not 
too fussed about using your cutter 
to back up your day-to-day work 
on an ongoing basis, then go for a 
standard write-once CD-R drive. 
They’re cheaper than their CD-RW. 
counterparts and write speeds 
tend to be faster. 


CD-Writer Plus 81001 £249 Hewlett Packard PCF 95 93% 

Being entirely backwards-compatible with the usual CD standards, and able to write either CD-Rs 
or CD-RW disks, the 8100I is an ideal drive for anyone archiving data or creating custom music 
CDs. Writing at 4X speeds and reading at 24X, this IDE-based unit will be more than adequate for 
most people’s requirements. The software is excellent, providing everything you 

could need. This is the best CD writer we've reviewed. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PE FORMAT COMMENT 

CDD 3610 £529 Philips PCF 82 92% An easy-to-use, stylish and highly desirable CD drive. 
CDU948S-RP £269 Sony PCF 88 85% Well built, reliable and backed up with superior software. 
PCA 362RW £288 Philips PCF 88 88% Features one of the most flexible mastering packages around. 
CRW4260T £352 Yamaha PCF 88 88% Slow reader, but compatible with CD-ROM, CD-R and CD-RW. 


Upgrade or buy? 


PCs need upgrading like they‘re 
going out of fashion, which is 
reasonable given that the ageing 
ones are. If you're hardware and 
software savvy then the PC’s open 
standard means you can always 
upgrade your current setup. More 
often than not, you’ll be better off 
cutting your losses to plump for a 
new cutting-edge PC. Spend as 
much as you can afford, shop 


around and make sure there’s 
plenty of room for future upgrades. 


G6-450 


Gamestation 3/V3 £1,800 Dan PCF 95, 94% 
Aimed accurately at the serious gamer, Dan’s Gamestation is an excellent all-rounder. The system 
is based around a PIII 500 with 128Mb RAM, and a 3dfx Voodoo3 3000. Couple that with the 
superb 17-inch monitor, surround sound speakers and two SideWinder gamepads, not to mention 

* five full games and it’s something approaching a dream machine. £1,800 is by no means cheap, but 
the Gamestation is an awesome and highly expandable system. 


REVIEWED RATING 
PCF 90 92% 


PE FORMAT COMMENT 


P1I/450 with good hardware and software plus optical extras. 


PRICE COMPANY 


£2,324 Gateway 


Carrera Octan 


£1,996 Carrera PCF 100 90% With a LG Studioworks monitor and Xentor TNT2 Ultra card. 


Quantex Game 600s 


£1,643 Quantex PCF100 89% Varied, exciting features and a pleasingly fast processor. 


Gateway 550 


£1,644 Gateway PCF100 89% Looks good and works very well but is unfortunately noisy. 


Here’s looking at you 
With mega-pixel resolutions, greater 
storage space and falling prices all 

in the frame, digital cameras have 
never looked so good for your money. 
If you‘re planning to print off your 
photographic efforts, it’s essential 


that you go for a mega-pixel model; a 
640 x 480 jobbie will suffice if you're 
only going to whack up your pixelly 
wares to the Web. It’s also worth 
looking out for fancy features such 

as zoom, LCD preview, auto-timer 
and exposure compensation. 
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RDG-4200 £500 Ricoh PCF 97 83% 


Ricoh’s RDC-4200 packs a rotating lens, which for some reason rotates only 180°. The flash stays 
fixed to the camera’s front end, meaning exposures in the fully rotated position in dark conditions 
are out of the question. Apart from this bizarre oversight, the RDC-4200 is a decent little snapper. 
The images it creates are more detailed than those produced by your run-of-the-mill digital camera. 
It’s a simple camera to operate with acceptable, if not awe-inspiring results. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

CoolPix950 £800 Nikon PCF97 «92% The CoolPix 950 is quite simply in a league of its own. y 
FinePix 2700 Fuji PCF 97 89% Ergonomic design with good picture quality and accurate colour. 
Qv-5500SX £400 Casio PCF 97 80% Contains own digital darkroom and panorama-creating system. 
GC-S5 : £500 JVC PCF 97 79% Lacks added extras but is capable of taking good pictures. 
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tical illusions — 


PC-DVD ENCORE 6x £199 Creative Labs PCF 98 88% 


The PC-DVD Encore is six times faster than the first generation of DVD drives — equivalent to a 24X 
CD-ROM drive. You get a Dxr3 decoder card supplied with the drive which fits into a PCI slot inside 
your PC. This takes the decoding strain off your processor and enables you to connect your PC to 
your TV, so you can watch movies on widescreen television. The card also has outputs for AC-3 
coaxial S/PDIF and Dolby Surround. It’s the best DVD drive/card combination we've seen. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

PC-DVD Encore £150 Creative Labs PCF 94 91% High-end drive and MPEG2 decoding at a great price. 
DVD-A03S £116 Pioneer PCF 94 90% Excellent value for money; requires decoder to watch movies. 
DVD-RAM £539 Lacie PCF 95 88% A fast drive that 00zes good quality build and design. 
SR-8583B £90 Panasonic PCF94 ° 80% Excellent value for money; requires a decoder to watch films. 


Total film 


DVD software might be taking its 
time coming to the PC, but there's 
a stack of video titles lining up to 
kick VHS into touch. Armed with a 
DVD-ROM drive, your PC can play 
all the latest films to double up as 
the tops in home entertainment. 
Of course, you'll need to care of 
MPEG-2 decoding, and anything 
less than a decent PII CPU makes 
a hardware decoder a must. DVD 
will take over from good-old VHS 
eventually. Get on the bus. 


R Sticks and stones 


SideWinder Precision Pro £35 Microsoft PCF 99 91% 

This pole is possibly the finest thing to tremble betwixt your sweaty fingers when it comes to flight 
simulation shenanigans. It’s extremely comfortable to manipulate, and as functional as a brand-new 
toilet with a state-of-the-art ballcock. The hat and throttles are perfectly situated, as are the eight 
buttons which seem to scream “Press me!” like a naughty lady. Incredibly accurate and beautifully 
designed, the SideWinder Precision Pro is the ideal wiggling companion — at a very reasonable price. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

SideWinder FF Wheel £130 Microsoft PCF 91 91% The best force feedback wheel you can hope to fondle. 
SideWinder Freestyle Pro £50 Microsoft PCF 87 90% Incorporates an actual motion sensor, enabling analogue control 
Cyborg 3D Digital Stick £50 Saitek PCF 90 90% The Don of all joysticks. Effective, well designed and futuristic. 
3D Program Pad £30 InterAct PCF79 90% Brilliant pad, easy to use, plus programmable to your tastes. 


Break my bones 


Force feedback is the big thing for 
both joysticks and steering wheels, 
and if you like your arcade action 
and play a lot of racing games, then 
do the decent thing and treat 
yourself. If you‘re toying with the 
idea of a new gamepad, then just 
make sure it has ample controls to 
hand to manage all the in-game 
shenanigans so typical of today’s 
offerings. For Quake and all its 
follow-ons, make sure your mouse 
is up to scratch. 


| INPUT DEVICES Devices that you put in 7, . 


INTUOS (AG) £151 Wacom/Computers Unlimited PCF 91 92% 


> The smallest configuration available from Wacom’s range is surprisingly comfortable to use given its 
~>A\ midget proportions. And while previous padsters have offered 256 levels of pressure sensitivity, the 
y Intuos (A6) boasts a generous 1,024. This enables much more subtle shading and ultimately results 
~ in an improved resolution. The pen responds to its tilt angle, though it must be noted that few apps 
actually support this. A sumptuous pad with superb drivers and software, if you can afford it. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PE FORMAT COMMENT 

Cordless Wheel Mouse £50 LogiTech PCF 86 90% Easy to install, ergonomic and cordless; recommended. 
Intellimouse Pro £45 Microsoft PCF 86 90% Supremely comfortable mouse with a wheel. 

Natural Keyboard Elite £40 Microsoft PCF 84 88% Compact, well-engineered and comfortable keyboard. 
Natural Pro £50 Microsoft PCF 100 83% The big brother of last year’s typist’s best friend. 


Of mice and men 


Admittedly not the most glamorous 
bits of kit, but let’s face it, you’d be 
up Queer Street without a mouse and 
keyboard to attach to your PC. In 
truth, there’s good reason to think 
carefully about the types of input 
devices you plump for. RSI can be 

a real problem if you use your PC 
heavily, so reach for comfort to help 
in this potentially painful department. 
On the gaming front, it's well worth 
looking into the better update rates 
boasted by USB devices. 


56 Voice Desktop #139 Pace PCF 93 80% 
Pace’s 56 Voice certainly looks the part in its solid blue case. Bundled with the modem is a useful 
selection of leads, including one that enables you to connect the modem to your soundcard and use 
it as a speakerphone. You also get an adaptor for those of you with 25-pin rather than 9-pin serial 
ports. One of the 56 Voice’s notable features is support for UK Caller ID which enables you to see 
incoming callers’ numbers before you pick up. Plus, you get all the software you need to get on-line. 


| MODEM 


REVIEWED RATING 


PCF 93 92% 


PG FORMAT VERDICT 


Highly recommended all-in-one solution at a reasonable price. 


PRICE COMPANY 
USR 56K Pro Message £149 __3Com 


NAME 


Innovation, speed and excellent software — a true bargain. 


Typhoon Internal 56K £47 Eagle Marketing PCF 93 91% 


Supra Express 56e Pro £70 Diamond PCF 93 90% Cheap solid performer packaged with quality software. 


Safire 560 Voice £110 _Lasat PCF 78 89% Great-looking model; excellent performance at a good price. 


Fast and furious 


With free ISPs and fast modem 
connections, the cost of Internet 
access has plummeted recently. 

Make sure you're in on the budgeting 
act with a 56K modem — you won't 
actually achieve transfer rates of 


this speed, but compared to the old 
33.6K offerings, the difference is 
substantial enough. Make sure your 
modem conforms with the V.90 
standard and look out for additional 
extras such as voice mail and 
hands-free telephony. 
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‘MONITORS The windows to the soul 


——— 


Think big and flat 


If you give a fig for your eyesight, 
the monitor is the most important 
component of your PC. Spend what 
you can afford, go for a 17-inch 
model as a minimum call and, if you 
can stretch to it, plump for aperture 


grille technology. A low dot-pitch NAME 
coupled with high resolutions and 


PT795 £645 ViewSonic PCF 96 89% 

This monitor was deemed flatter than a jaywalking hedgehog in our Supertest a few issues ago. 
ViewSonic’s PerfectFlat technology is all the more impressive for being housed in such a large 
19-inch screen. Aimed at the professional market, it’s capable of resolutions of up to 1,920 x 1,440 
at 73Hz. It should come as no surprise, then, to hear that the display is as sharp as a button and 
shiny as a pin. This is a seriously good monitor, but it comes at a serious price. 


PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING 
£899 ViewSonic PCF 96 93% 


PC FORMAT VERDICT 


Stunning kit with amazing picture quality and many features. 


£329 LG PCF 96 91% 17-inch model with good features at a great price. 


refresh rates make for a good CRT vpD 150 
monitor. LCDs and TFTs are all Flatron 795FT Plus 
well and good (darn good if you go 

digital), but CRTs still find favour SyncMaster 700FT 


£387 Samsung PCF 96 91% Completely distortion-free display and impressive tech specs. 


when it comes to value. Microscan G66 


£423 ADI PCF 96 88% Compact 19-incher; good specs and display at a decent price. 


DRTABLE BITS AND PIECES Th 


hey get around 


Move on up 


If you're out and about and on the move 
then a desktop PC can prove a tad 
impractical for day-to-day use, which is 
where PDAs, notebook PCs and a glut 
of gadgets come in. If power is all- 
important, a notebook PC is the only 
way to go, but if it’s convenience away NAME 
from your desktop that you're after then 
a PDA is likely to be of more use. The 


Vaio PCG-C1X £1,450 Sony PCF 96 93% 

Sony’s handheld is a full Windows 98 PC with a 266MHz Pentium MMX processor, a healthy 
64Mb of RAM and an even healthier 4.3Gb hard drive. The C1X also features one of the clearest, 
sharpest TFT LCD screens ever, capable of displaying 16-bit colour at up to 1,024 x 480 
resolution. The machine comes with a built-in 16-bit stereo soundcard, a V.90 modem and a VCCD 
camera, fitted to a rotating mount at the top of the screen. Cool, slick and desirable. 


PRICE COMPANY 


REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT COMMENT 


Psion 5 is king for sheer styling, WinCE 


devices tend to take pole for desktop 
compatibility and the Communicator is 


9110 Communicator £350 Nokia PCF 96 89% Digital mobile phone and mini-handheld PC in one. 
Palm V Organiser £350 3Com PCF 97 88% A very well-designed palmtop and easy to use. 
Psion Series 5MX £410 Psion PCF 99 88% One of the fastest, most stylish handheld PCs available. 


impressive with its built-in phone. 


PageOne PCF 97 85% Simple and robust e-mail pager with free Net access. 


— 
+) 


Pretty in print 

Laser or inkjet — that is the question. 
The answer? Fast mono text or full 
colour prints. It’s your decision. 
Whichever you go for, the key 
consideration always comes down to 
resolution — the higher the better. If 
you are buying a laser model, it’s also NAME 
worth looking at the speed of the 
printer. Colour inkjets come in two 


Stylus Color 850 £318 Hewlett Packard PCF 94 89% 
This top-end A4 colour printer uses its patented MicroPiezo crystal technology to outdo the 
opposition in terms of both maximum resolution and output quality. With a top resolution of 
1,440dpi on plain paper, the Color 850 is more than capable of chucking out photo-quality images, 
although it’s more at home when dealing with special glossy paper. The only thing that might put 
you off the Color 850 is the fact that it’s not terribly fast and running costs are high. 

REVIEWED RATING 


PRICE COMPANY PC FORMAT VERDICT 


flavours: photo-realistic or not. You'll 


need special inks and paper for the 


5700 £179 Lexmark PCF 83 93% Quality at this price should lure Luddites into the colour ink set. 
Stylus Photo 700 £154 Epson PCF 89 92% Excellent all-purpose model with photo-realistic prints. 
Deskjet 710C £149 HP PCF 89 90% Stunning print quality delivered to you at a bonza price. 


former, so watch out for additional 


running costs. ML6050 


£387 Samsung PCF 97 80% A fast and quiet black and white laser with superb print quality. 


NNERS Ma 


ke yc 


UF 


| SCA 


Copycat 


Faxing, photocopying and full-on 

image editing are all in the mix if 

you treat yourself to a new scanner. 

Smaller, cheaper, faster and of a 

higher quality than ever before, the 

scanner has become standard PC 

upgrade fair. Look out for resolutions NAME 


in the region of 600dpi and don’t Panerport Strobe 


Microtek Scanmaker X6 £160 Microtek PCF 99 90% 


The Scanmaker X6 belies its reasonable price tag by producing very high-quality scans coupled with 
the friendliest software. It’s a USB scanner, so it installs simply without the need for a reboot. The 
bundled software is excellent and includes Adobe PhotoDeluxe and Ulead PhotoImpact 4.2. The driver 
software, ScanWizard, straddles the line between professional and home use, producing incredible 
colour scans. This is an extremely good scanner and it’s faster than a speeding cheetah. 


PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING 


£163 Visioneer PCF 80 88% 


PC FORMAT VERDICT 


Good colours and decent software wrapped in a stylish design. 


accept anything less than 24-bit 


colour depth. If you're still struggling Black Widow 4830 Pro 


£69 Devcom PCF 88 88% A bargain package with good prints and quality software. 


with a handheld model, it’s about 


Colorado Direct 


£79 Primax _g PCF 99 87% Excellent scan quality and speed, let down by poor software. 


time you made the move to a flatbed 
with all the convenience it brings. 


Umax Astra 610S 
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£99 Umax PCF 99 83% Good scan quality and colour fidelity, but simplistic drivers. 
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ee PCI £45 Tetra Tec PCF 86 92% 


Installation of this PCI card is a breeze — Plug and Play does all the work for you. On the card you 
find one mic input, one line in, a single speaker out and a MIDI/joystick port. It features a 64-voice 
wavetable with a 4Mb high-quality soundset. The PCI bus enables Xlerate to take full advantage of 
3D sound. Theres a pleasing software bundle and the card produces great-sounding CD audio. There 
isn’t really enough power for serious MIDI or home recording but it has everything a gamer needs. 


PC FORMAT VERDICT 


95% A cracking card for gamers and musicians alike. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING 
Sound Blaster Live! £150 Creative Labs PCF 88 


MaxiSound 64 Dynamic 3D £79 Guillemot Int PCF 86 92% Four-speaker digital soundcard for gamers and musicians. 


Audiosystem EWS64 XL £399 Terra Tec PCF 81 92% Highest-quality sounds for the semi-pro muso. 


SonicVortex2 £95 VideoLogic PCF95 87% The SonicVortex2 is one of the best audio gaming solutions. 


Noisy parkers 

If graphic cards changed the face of 
PC games, then soundcards pricked 
up their ears. So to speak. Today’s 
PCI cards boast unnervingly good 
3D sounds to bring your games to 
life. Look out for Creative Labs’ 
Environmental Audio and Aureal’s 
Vortex2 for the best in surround 
sound simulation. If you plan to 
make your own noise, however, 
make sure you check out the card’s 
sampling capabilities and the number 
of MIDI channels. 


RS Woofers and tweeters 


DigiTheatre £249 Videologic PCF 98 87% 


With full AC-3 decoding and 5.1 speaker support, the Digi Theatre boasts everything you need to 
bring your DVD films to life, including Dolby Digital and Dolby Pro Logic support. As well as the 
standard coaxial input, if your soundcard is up to it, there’s also a high-quality optical Toslink 
connection, demonstrating that DigiTheatre is out to compete with home cinema kit as well as PC 
gear. The DigiTheatre will easily enhance your gaming experience too in its standard stereo setting. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

ACS 48 £119 Altec Lansing PCF 85 90% Rich, balanced sound from a system that enjoys being pumped. 
ACS 305 £149 Altec Lansing PCF 85 89% Four-speaker system with an excellent audio-management suite. 
Microworks 350 £150 Creative Labs PCF 85 88% Provides a solid sound, which is crisp and clean across the spectrum. 
Accoustimass AM3P £330 _ Bose PCF 93 78% Much better than standard PC speaker system but lacks drive. 


Forget the old plastic rattle boxes 
that used to come as standard with 
the PC. Today's speaker systems 
come with a sub-woofer as standard 
and pack more poke than a pig can 
handle. If you’re toying with the 
wonders of DVD, check out the multi- 
speaker setups, otherwise go for a 
system that comes with a decent 
RMS watts rating. If you’re running 
Windows 98, go for the easy 
installation and superior sound 
effects of a USB system. 


| STORAGE Who ate all the pies? 


CLIK! £249 lomega PCF 98 84% 


Iomega’s latest removable storage device is aimed at laptop, handheld and digital camera owners. It 
connects to your desktop via its parallel port, and hooking it up to a laptop or handheld is easy 
thanks to the superb Getting Started sheet. The battery has a 30-minute constant-use charge. But 
the really cool thing is the flash memory reader. Slide it on and you can download all the pictures 
from your digital camera. In fact, it could just revolutionise the digital camera market. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

Zip 100 USB £119  lomega PCF 95 91% Not the fastest storage medium available, essential nonetheless. 
FlipDisk £422 Amacom PCF 95 90% The portability of large data offered makes this worth every penny. 
Diamond Max Plus 5120 £250 Insight PCF95 90% She’s got huge tracts of land — 20.4Gb, to be precise. 

6Gb External Hard Drive £179 LaCie PCF 95 88% An extremely useful drive, only loses points due to access speed. 


Chew the fat 


Hard disks are bulging by the day. 
The cheapest drives currently on 

the market pack an impressive 4Gb 
of space, while high-end models have 
in excess of 20Gb to their credit. On 
the removable front, you need to 
identify your needs... If you want 

to share data with others, it’s 
essential to find out which media 
you need to buy into. If it’s strictly 
personal, however, look at the size, 
speed and relative costs of the drives 
and their media. 


Fast AVN Master 98 £586 Fast Electronic PCF85 90% 


This PCI-based video capture card from Fast Electronic is also an MJPEG system with integrated 
audio. Using PCI means more data can be grabbed, and it also ensures that with most video cards 
a real-time preview of the incoming signal can be viewed on-screen in a window. The bundled ULead 
<< MediaStudio is an entire suite that includes truly superb video-editing, high-quality titling, plus a 
sound editor and paint package. You will need plenty of hard disk space, though. 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING P& FORMAT VERDICT 

Buz £189 lomega PCF 87 93% MJPEG video-capturing and editing suite. The bee’s knees. 

MV1 £1,700 Canon PCF 82 91% Incredible high-quality system. Remarkable image capture. Pricey. 
Studio 400 £199 Pinnacle PCF 87 90% Professional editing facility; extremely economical with drive space. 
Mirovideo Studio DC10£199 Pinnacle PCF 96 82% Video capture and editing with good software and output. 


BAFTA barf 


Coming up with your own films 

is now a reality thanks to the 
affordability of both digital video 
cameras and video capture cards. 
The former certainly don’t come 
cheap, but when you consider that 


you can be looking at broadcast 
quality video, the asking price can 

be easily justified. If you have less 
lofty ambitions, however, the sub- 
£200 video capture devices are more 
than capable of making good work of 
your holiday footage. 
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KILLER APPS 0 


favourite software 


SHAREWARE: 


Jump aboard our floating 
inflatable weasel of utiliti 


DTP Donald's trendy pantaloons... Not! 


NAME PRICE COMPANY 


REVIEWED RATING PE FORMAT VERDICT 


Home Publishing Suite 99 £70 Microsoft PCF 94 83% Easy-to-use home package with plenty of clip-art. 
Ipublish 2.0 £78 Design Intel PCF 78 91% Flexible DTP and World Wide Web design app. 
Publisher 9 £100 = Microsoft PCF 84 90% Good value, very helpful, with plenty of clip-art and templates. 


GRAPHICS Pretty pictures that make you smile 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 
Bryce 4 £200 MetaCreations PCF 96 88% Much-improved version of this landscape-rendering app. 
Cool 3D 2.5 £30 BIT UK PCF100 72% An easy-to-use 3D text generator giving proecnel results. z 
CorelDRAW 9 £464 Corel PCF 97 90% Popular package with new effects and good clip-art. 

ent 1.1Mb 30-day Face Factory £30 BIT UK PCF100 69% An original face-morphing tool with limited novelty value. 
Illustrator 8 £350 Adobe PCF 89 94% a eae 


Clipmate works alongside Windows 
Clipboard by archiving all copied data, 
enabling you to retrieve, edit, print and 
reformat data. A PowerPaste feature 
enables multiple items to be quickly 
pasted into an application, saving you 
heaps of time and effort. 


The ICQ Plus is a utility that enables 
you to change the appearance of ICQ98 
and 1CQ99. You can create your own 
skins, change background images, dialog 
boxes, main menu images, animations 
and import and export skin files via 

zip files. 


MP3 Spy attempts to make sense of 
streaming MP3. Working in conjunction 
with Shoutcast servers, it helps you find 
any MP3 broadcast of interest and 
establish a connection. You need a 
separate MP3 player to use it. 


October 1999 PE FORMAT 


Top-notch graphics program. Quick and easy to use. 


Painter 5.5 Web Edition £334 MetaCreations PCF 90 92% 


Very easy to use, darn powerful Web page builder. 


PhotoDeluxe 3.0 £39 Adobe PCF 92 93% 


NAME 


Director 7 Shockwave 


PRICE COMPANY 


£1,240 Macromedia PCF 94 89% 


The most impressive list of advanced features in its class. 


INTERNET Contains wasps and Dean Martin 


REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 


Web design tool with huge functionality; complicated and expensive. 


Dreamweaver 2 £229 Macromedia PCF 93 93% The king of Web design applications — easy to use. 

Fireworks 2 £179 Macromedia PCF 97 ¥ 85% : Powerful Web evaphiics tool with asleep jearning aie a 
Homesite 4 £75 Allaire PCF 93 88% Good value HTML editor, with mene and WYSIWYG. 
Image Styler £95 Adobe PCF 91 88% A Prec feertorachics tool with enhanced featuract - 
Internet Explorer 5.0 Free Microsoft N/A N/A Tenis more feattresand functionality. ~ 


InvisiMail £20 Virtually OnLine PCF 80 92% e-mail encryption that works entirely in the background. 
MailPlus £30 Software Cntr PCF 85 91% Produces fancy e-mail Bra integrates with other e-mail Site 
Navigator 4.6 Free Netscape N/A N/A Good, but not as good as JE5. 

Net.Medic £35 


Wick Hill PCF 83 90% 


Painter 5.5 Web Edition £334 


LIFESTYLE Fashion your existen 


NAME PRICE COMPANY 


3D Dream House Designer £60 


MetaCreations PCF 90 92% 


Data Becker PCF 90 80% 


Tracks down Internet problems but doesn’t solve them. 


Extremely easy to use, exceedingly powerful Web page builder. 


REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 


Near-professional results, despite a few interface glitches. 


Geoff Hamilton’s 3D Gdn Designer £20 GSP 


PCF 90 82% 


Fully featured, including plant encyclopedia and filter. 


Quicken Deluxe 2000 = £50 Intuit PCF 98 85% 


Easy-to-use, Euro-ready financial-control software. 


TaxCalc 1998-1999 £25 Which?Software PCF 97 91% 


LTIMEDIA A hotch-potch of hot 


Helps you unravel the mysteries of tax returns. 


potchery 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING POC FORMAT VERDICT 

Art 20 £70 Thames & Hudson PCF 90 92% A huge and well-presented dictionary of 20th century art. 
Encarta 99 Deluxe £80 Microsoft PCF 90 88% Well presehied Honie sncyelapedia second only to Britannica. 
Eneycloneday Britannica 9 £125 Ene Britannica PCF 90  g9% ustly popular and thorouchly caftpretiensive with 73,000+ aren 
Grolier Deluxe 1999 £50 GrolerIntractie PCF 91 81% Huge breadth and good navigation, but very US encyclopedia, 
Huteninson 1999 7 £40 a Helicon 81% a Diverse, polished Searels enone Rational Curt Miia, 
My Amana linen Body £30 Zz 85% Thofsughiy enjoyable educational title a kids. a ; 


Play with the Teletubbies £25 


Star Wars: Behind the Magic £20 


Engaging educational activities for youngsters. 


Almost everything you could want to know about the Trilogy. 
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PCFori who want it all 


KILLER APPS Our favourite software 


SHAREWARE: 
Want some more, eh? Here 
come three juicy morsels. 


OFFICE PROGRAMS Our favourite place in the known world 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 
MS Office 2000 £439 Microsoft PCF 98 94% The best office suite money can buy 
WordPerfect Office 2000 £312 Corel PCF 98 85% Well-featured office suite, cleaner and neater than before. 


PLUG-INS Spice up your im diting 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

Chromatica £62 Chroma Graphics PCF 95 79% Colour-replacement tool for serious designers. 

Four Seasons £39 Rayflect PCF 95 80% Quickly creates all kinds of skyline graphics. 

Genesis VFX £99 GenesisFX PCF 95 88% Sophisticated plug-in; total control of lighting effects. 
Intellihance Pro 4.0 £129 Extensis PCF 95 92% An ideal plug-in to enhance digital artwork or photos. 
Photographics £99 Extensis PCF 95 90% Illustrator-style plug-in, gives detailed handling of text. 
Photographic Edges 4.0 £99 AutoFX PCF 95 88% Powerful tool to add a wide variety of edges to an image. 
PhotoTracer £59 Rayflect PCF 95 82% Generates rendered images from external wireframe models. 
Ulead Gif-X £49 BIT PCF 95 85% Transforms layered GIFs into animation with little effort. 


PRICE COMPANY 


REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 


ACID £249 Sonic Foundry PCF 96 91% More than just a sequencer; good sample manipulation. 

ACID Music £60 Sonic Foundry PCF 97 90% Straightforward sample sequencer for high-quality results. 
B.BoX £60 Arbiter Group PCF 96 80% Simple to use PC drum machine with good samples. 
Cakewalk Pro Audio 8 £279 _ Et Cetera PCF 94 92% Intuitive and powerful sequencer with good hardware support. 
Cubase VST £329 = Arbiter PCF 94 90% Considered the top dog by the pros; expensive, as you’d expect. 
Music Maker Pro. £370 MAGIX Ent PCF95 90% Create royalty-free music and video including MP3s. 

Rebirth RB338 £149 = Arbiter Group PCF 96 90% Easy to use, authentic dance-music-creation tool. 

Sound Studio Gold £149 — Evolution PCF 94 91% A sequencer packed with features and set at a bargain price. 
VAZ+ £30 Et Cetera PCF 96 87% Models the ARP Odyessy synthesiser. Good for beginners. 


SYSTEM TOOLS Get your mouse in order 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PC FORMAT VERDICT 

Brownbag Memorymate £36 Atlantic Coast PCF 94 90% Creates surprisingly useful freeform databases. 
Conversions Plus £88 Dabs PCF 95 81% Useful tool for converting many file formats. 

Diskclone Extra Strength £40 Quarterdeck PCF 89 87% Moves hard disks under any OS without losing data. 
Invisimail £20 Virtually Online PCF 80 92% Seamless e-mail security program to keep out unwashed deviants. 
Laplink Professional £150 Travelling Software PCF 91 90% Makes connecting a laptop to a desktop simple. Lots of features. 
McAffee Office £70 McAffee PCF 92 90% Well-priced suite of utilities to fix Windows and keep it fixed. 
Omniform 4.0 £99 Comp Unlimited PCF 98 92% Makes the tedious business of producing forms a pleasure. 
Partition Commander £40 V Communications PCF 92 91% Well-designed and priced utility for reorganising hard drives. 
QuicKeys £40 CE Software PCF 93 94% Highly customisable utility to automate every PC task. 
TF2000 £40 Eye-t Technology PCF 90 90% Simple Y2K fixer; works on almost any system. 

VirusScan Platinum £50 McAffee PCF 96 89% Comprehensive virus hunter including heuristics. 

y2K Test Free Securenet Technologies PCF 90 75% This free utility checks your system without fixing anything. 


VIDEO Edit ‘til the cows come home, their udders glowing 


NAME PRICE COMPANY REVIEWED RATING PE FORMAT VERDICT 
VideoStudio £82 Ulead Systems PCF 96 85% Simple to use with a Net-friendly output. 
VideoWave 2 £80 MGI Software PCF 96 90% The undisputed champion of low-cost, easy-to-use video-editing. 


MSN Messenger Service is a messaging 
tool, enabling real-time tittle-tattle. You 
need a Hotmail account in order to use 
it, mind. It informs you when any mail 
is received and enables communication 
with users of AOL's Instant Messenger, 
which is jolly helpful. 


TERRAGEN 
k Smith 2.2 


Tagen. 


Terragen is an application that helps 
you to build beautiful photo-esque 
landscapes. Immense detail can be 
applied with realistic lighting and 
textures, so there’s no excuse for a 
boring vista. Images can be saved as 
Bitmap files or exported to VistaPro. 


> & 


VIRTUAL ROCK 
Around Midni 
www.aroundmidnight,demon.co.uk 


Virtual Rock is the pet within your PC. 
As its parent, you must feed, nurture 
and play with ‘junior’ to help hinvher 
grow into a healthy, well-rounded adult. 
Neglect your duties, and watch it sicken 
and die. 
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GAMES The PC FORMAT 100 must-play games GAMES The PC FORMAT 100 must-play games 
SOCCER SUCCESSES 


PUBLISHER REVIEWED RAT PC FORMAT VERDICT 


IEVIEWED RATING P& FORMAT VERDICT They may take our lives but 

Six of the best simulations Aliens vs Predator Fox Int PCF95 91% A varied and exciting gaming experience with superb atmosphere. Machines Acclaim PCF 96 81% Excellent real-time strategy game with some compelling new features. they'll never take our copy of, 
of the beautiful game. Alpha Centauri EA PCF 94 92% Futuristic god sim, packed with great ideas and replayability potential. Magic & Mayhem Virgin PCF 88 85% RPG strategy barnstormer with a superb network mode and cool missions. B AVEHEART 

Apache Havoc Empire PCF 93 90% Two choppers for the price of one in a detailed and intelligent sim. MechWarrior 3 MicroProse PCF 98 89% The finest big robot game to grace the PC, but not without its problems. = 
adi iy 4 : Atomic Bomberman Sold Out PCF 94 83% Explosive multiplayer fun — blow up your mates before they blow you away. Michael Owen's WLS 99 Eidos PCFQ1 86% Endorsed by the football wonder, and featuring a huge range of moves. Be MULTIMEDIA aa 

Baldur’s Gate Interplay PCF 92 86% RPG set in the AD&D Forgotten Realms world; tons of spells. Micro Machines 3 Codemasters PCF 82 90% Speed your way through a giant house in tiny vehicles — multiplayer fun. 2 Besvehont 
The king of football 5 Battlezone Activision PCF 81 91% Tank terror across planets in this stunning crossbreed of C&C and Quake. Monaco GP Racing Sim 2Ubi Soft PCF 89 B4% Official hardcore simulation of Europe’s classiest F1 racing event. 
pale eee EA‘s cash-cow since Braveheart OH Eidos PCF 99 86% Grand in scale and scope, with great battle graphics. Motocross Madness 3D Microsoft PCF 87 86% Realistic physics model and stunning handling bolster two-wheeled action. 
the early 1990s. It combines a no- Brian Lara Cricket Codemasters PCF 96 88% Playable and realistic cricket sim — cricket lovers will adore it. MS Combat FSWW2~ Microsoft PCF 91 85% Microsoft's first WW2 sim with guns, and some realistic flight models. 
sa a at ee Broken Sword Sold Out = PCF 97 80% One of the best point-and-click adventures available on budget release. Myth 2:Soulblighter GT Interactive PCF 95 85% Real-time strategy romp; delivers everything Myth promised plus some. 
office favourite. Caesar 3 Sierra PCF 89 84% Detailed graphics and flexible campaign system bolster this strategy title. Need for Speed 4 [Ja] EA PCF99 88% More depth than before and just as exciting, with looks to die for. ENTERTAINMENT EXPRESS 
ACTUA SOCCER 3 CaalHond Sete ee Midas Int. PCF 99 88% An eye-opener, especially when compared to the first game. Nuclear Strike EA PCF 94 82% Arcade-style chopper action as you take on the naughty terrorists. : — Nearer ate offering CDs, 
eral 4 Civ: Call to Power Activision PCF 95 85% Ideal for newcomers to Civ games; bad case of déja vu for old-hands. Outcast [1S Infogrames PCF 99 87% Original and believable non-linear adventure, but slow in places. videos and DVDs as well as best-selling 
hehe Colin McRae Rally Codemasters PCF 88 91% A superb endurance rally sim through various international zones. Populous: the Beginning EA PCF 90 93% Lava-splattered god game with a host of spells and realistic vistas. a ee alas ie eeahtotee 
International Comanche Gold Nova Logic PCF 84 85% Improved version of top helicopter sim with even better visuals. | Premier Manager 99 — Gremlin PCF 95 80% Accessible football management fun with comprehensive stats. Competitive Entertainment Express 
Football 2000 (see Commandos Eidos PCF 85 87% Vastly detailed, very difficult mission-based strategy title. 3 ivisi %e iscs’ i eine ety Eee ae: 
page 92), this was FIFA’s closest rival. ly i, very ay | Quake 2: Quad Damage Activision PCF 97 92% Frag your way through four discs’ worth of Quake 2 action. only a fiver off Eidos’ recommended 
It smoothed out all the speed and AI Conflict: Freespace Eidos PCF85 87% _Descent 2 launched into deep space and executed with panache. Railroad Tycoon 2 Take 2 PCF90 90% _ Features a mountain of maps plus an intuitive interface; highly addictive. Braveliealt price of 244-29) 
one palais ter taney fel Creatures 2 Mindscape PCF 87 GER Genuine artificial life coupled with an enormous world to explore. Resident Evil 2 Virgin PCF 93 86% Genuinely scary zombie shenanigans that will take over your life... forever. 
SENSIBLE SOCCER WORLD Delta Force Nova Logic PCF 94 90% Awesome army-style action with loads of levels and a multiplayer option. Rogue Squadron LucasArts PCF 92 81% Be Luke Skywalker and get to fly a variety of Rebel craft — great fun. 

Descent 3 Virgin PCF 98 88% A breath of fresh air in the 3D shoot-’em-up genre. Rollcage Psygnosis PCF 94 87% Spiritual successor to Wipeout and an arcade racer par excellence. — Number 1 for Games *¢ 

Dungeon Keeper 2 Bullfrog/EA PCF 98 85% Great strategy game but could have been a hell of a lot better. RollerCoaster Tycoon Hasbro PCF95 83% Vast range of rides with lots to tinker with — plenty for strategy fans. = 2 < are 4] Ne 

if a European Air War MicroProse PCF 91 88% Sumptuous graphics and a dynamic campaign system make this a killer. | Sentinel Returns Psygnosis PCF 84 88% Very good indeed — still recognisably the game we adored in the 80s. TSN HTT 

es EverQuest Sony PCF 98 85% 3D on-line RPG, but what it has in breadth it lacks in depth. Settlers 3 Blue Byte PCF92 87% A complex strategy with remarkably detailed visuals; best of the trilogy. 
pe lee bak outdaa rus F-15 EA PCF 83 87% Scour the realistic skies, killing the enemy in this marvellous flight sim. Shogo: Mobile Armor Div Microids PCF 92 85% Jim McCauley was rocked by this Manga-style, robot shoot-‘em-up. 
cam 3D for set- jece moves, it never F-16 Multirole & MiG-29 Nova Logic PCF 89 90% A smashing airborne double-bill with jaw-dropping graphics and planes. | Silver Infogrames PCF 95 90% Epic UK RPG boasts engrossing storylines and a great combat engine. CYBER PARK 
captured the original’s sense of fun. Falcon 4.0 MicroProse PCF 93 89% Accurate and realistic flight sim with atmospheric visuals. Stunning. SimCity 3000 EA PCF 93 80% A bouncy interface and cartoon characters keep this build-'em-up cheerful. Www. park.com 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 99 Fighter Squadron Activision PCF94 89% For the most realistic, authentic-looking WW2 flight sim, look no further. SiN : Activision PCF91 89% Some gorgeous levels and a plethora of gameplay styles in this top blaster. NpAMMA MINE aa LS 


Used badly, like on this site, itll have 
ae Final Fantasy 7 Eidos PCF85 93% Weird, wonderful oriental RPG. Great battles and character interaction. Speed Busters Ubi Soft PCF 94 82% Classic cars and quirky tracks make this driving game worth a spin. you reaching for the off button on your 
PCF 96, 88 


speakers faster than Will Smith reaches 
‘ for his Smith a “ e 
Using the same He eps an Nene See Par a 
engine as Michael Fly! Take Two PCF 97 88% Fantastic-looking, easy to grasp yet realistic flight sim. Starsiege Universe Havas PCF 96 85% Two games in one, featuring plenty of heavy metal shoot-’em-up action. ‘aps Braveheart on the front page an 
Owen’s World promises it for £29.99, but you can’t 


Flight Unlimited 2 Eidos PCF 95 88% This processor-intensive flight sim is now available as a budget release. Sports Car GT EA PCF 97 85% Demanding and complex racing sim with a comprehensive garage. 


League Soccer 98; this dibited into the Forsaken Acclaim  PCF82 93% Slick Descent-style shooter, with great maps for multiplayer deathmatches. StarTrek: Federation = MicroProse PCF97 80% _One for the Trekkies with great depth of play and longevity. click on the game name or image to get 
re ae F - to the ordering screen — you have to 
same arena as Actua Soccer 3 and FIFA Gangsters: Org Crime Eidos PCF 90 88% Incredibly detailed, flexible strategy with brilliant high-res graphics. Street Wars Infogrames PCF 97 81% Funny and exciting mobster spin on the god genre with plenty to do. élick your elie ae ihe sienerai PC 
99, but Eidos’ 3D football sim never had a = = 2 5 - oa a Helen 
G : . ee 4 ao te iti TA: Kingdoms GTi PCF99 83% Addition of orcs, wizards and goblins can’t improve on the original. CD-ROM section before selecting it 
the necessary long-term appeal. Golf Pro 2: Wentworth Empire PCF 95 87% With a blinding control system, it’s a welcome addition to the clubhouse. ———— (ee - : : fronvaniugiyilist. 
PUMA STREET SOCCER Grim Fandango LucasArts PCF 90 94% Bonkers adventure with truly outstanding graphics and a sumptuous plot. HUGLSLUTGL Ces SO) Bas ES der ce sb Features a cracking 3D engine and state-of-the-art sound effects. 
GTA London 1969 Take 2 PCF 9%6 89% end pe(Eauio cctinilondan iiG69 = what more canwesay? TOCA 2:Touring Cars Codemasters PCF 95 90% Improved version of top helicopter sim with even better visuals. 
Half-Life Sierra PCF90 95% A supreme game, with a powerful story and the definitive weapons system. Tomb Raider 2: Gldn Mask Eidos PCF 84 84% It's Lara. Again. With more levels and costume changes. 
Our high hopes for Heretic 2 Activision PCF 92 90% A Tomb Raider-topping adventure with superb effects. Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six Take 2 PCF 88 87% 3D shoot-’em-up chocka with atmosphere and bonkers action. 


this arcade-style 2 Fi qi fx to a : 
four-a-side were Heroes of Might & Magic 3 Ubi Soft PCF 96 80% Turn-based strategy set in a fantasy world — the best in the series so far. Total Air War Ocean PCF 87 90% A stunning flight sim with eye-popping graphics and staggering depth. 


dashed when the finished version lacked 


polish Muleiplayer chaltenues are fast Hidden and Dangerous Take 2 PCF98 92% Subtle, slow-burning tactical game in one of the richest environments ever. Ultima Online: Second Age EA PCF99 91% Freedom of action in a constantly evolving on-line world. 

and fun, but gameplay lacks the depth Incoming Rage PCF83 90% Fly helicopters, fighter planes and alien ships. It’s all-out war, people. Unreal GTi PCF84 | 95% Has a game really been produced that’s better than Quake 2? We think so. 

required to challenge the big boys. Int. Rally Champ. ERPS MPCETE 89% Gimbercone bud ultracrealisticvand builds:on an\old series: | USM 98/99 Season Sierra PCF 93 86% More of the same, with updated stats for all you footie fanatics out there. UR WIRED 

— _ Jetfighter: Fullburn = Take 2 PCF87 87% Excellent plot sequences and fast combat in this modern flight sim. v2000 Grolier PCF88 88% A spellbinding 3D action-adventure romp with addictive gameplay. . sabe 

PCF 84, 67% Saal) Jimmy White’s 2: Cueball Virgin PCF87 89% Accurate graphics and a variety of rooms provide realistic fun. WarBirds Int Magic PCF91 85% —_Released solely on the Net as a multiplayer doafight kill-a-thon ~ tough. ee gee aaa cg ae 

The huge England Kingpin (0) Virgin PCF99 86% —_ Well-designed and pretty but ultimately more like SiN than Half-Life. Warzone 2100 Eidos PCF 94 89% A genuine step forward in the real-time strategy genre. stopped by, so no searching was 
Teen digalygona KKND 2: Krossfire Infogrames PCF 86 85% A challenging real-time strategy title with bright graphics and neat units. Wild Metal Country = DMA/GremlinPCF96 = 85% —_—Futturistic tank action with realistic combat and powerful weapons. Se ipsa eat ae an ee 
| visuals and an artificial goal targeting Klingon Honor Guard = MicroProse PCF89 90% — Addictive 3D shoot-’em-up with more phasers than Phasers-R-Us. World War 2 Fighters EA PCF93 87% — A great dogfighting game with amazing graphics and sound. had paras SiGe 

ligenieateticene - Knights and Merchants Int Magic PCF90 85% A damn addictive strategy with intelligent level design and cool graphics. Worms Armageddon = MicroProse PCF94 86% —_An improved single-player mode will have you wriggling back for more. £15 off the RRP, we ian faive it this 

multiplayer tournaments. Lander Psygnosis PCF95 89% Polished and challenging space flyer with an engaging storyline. X-Wing Alliance LucasArts PCF96 91% Fly the Millennium Falcon in this detailed and intelligent Star Wars title. foible. The best of this month’s bunch. 
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Arcade ClassiX MKIl includes 200 all-time classic arcade 
) games, like: Pacman, Invaders, Tron, Galaxians , Frogger, 
wae Tempest, C64 conversions, Q-Bert, Trail Blazer, Scramble, 

x Ping-Pong, Pengo, Missile command, Breakout, Bezerk, 


Donkey Kong, Tetris and a load more great games. 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. 4mb ram £14.99 CD589P 


The C64 Games Archive contains around 15,000 original 
Commodore64 games like: Sanxion, Lightforce, Lords of 
Midnight 2, Choplifter, The Hobbit and thousands.more. 
The latest version is available now and includes)an' 
“unrestricted” Windows based C64 Emulator. 


Any Windows based PC. mb ram £29.99 CD182P 


The FlashROM 2 - The Emulators Archive. Contains ALL 
the latest emulation software for Windows, like Apple Mac, 
Amstrad, Atari ST (Very Good!) Amstrad CPC, Atari ST, 
Atari800, Celecovision, Nintendo, Vectrex, PCEngine, 
Dragon32, Atari2600. Most have a number of games! 


THE RIA 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. mb ram £14.99 CD623P 


MSX Nostalgia is a brand new Emulator CD for Windows. It 
includes hundreds and hundreds of original MSX games all 
ready to run through the latest Windows MSX software emu- 
lator. Games include originals like Mappy and the classic, 
Galaga and many more. 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. 8mb ram £9.99 CD673P 


The CPC ClassiX CD contains around 1,000 original Amstrad 
CPC 464 games, plus the latest CPC Emulator to run them. 
Get into the retro gaming experience with this easy to use col- 
lection of classic games from the days when the Amstrad 464 
was one of the best home computers around. 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. 8mb ram £12.99 CD703p 


| The Games Room is an original compilation of Gambling 
OW Aicames for Windows™. It covers everything from Fruit 
re Machines to Card Games like Poker, Rummy and Solitaire, 
MA Roulette, Bingo, Pool, Checkers, Chess, Dominoes, Various 
we BS) Board Games and a wealth of oth 
rr f 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. mb ram £12.99 CD451P 


Dancing Baby. The infamous dancing baby is now a 
Windows CD Player!.. Watch as he struts his stuff to any of 
your music CD's... Also Available- Dancing Baby Screen 
Savers, 150 in all... (this one is not suitable for children) 

Only £8.99 each or order both CD's for just £15.00 


Baby ScreenSavers : CDBO2P 


AMIGA CLASSIX is an original CD which includes over 300 
Classic Amiga Games, Many of which are full versions, 
runnable through Windows95/98. Games include: Amegas, 
\ Testament, Better Dead than Alien, Full House Poker, 
| PP Hammer, Starblade, TechnoCop, and many more... 


Baby CD Player: CD803P 


AYA games, tools and demos". Also included on the CD is 


The new Amiga™ Emulator is a software emulator that 
allows you to use virtually any of your old Amiga™ 


\(q) around 800 Amiga’ PD games & utiles all ready to run. 
A The emulator can run all versions of Workbench. 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. 8mb ram £14.99 CD226P 


The AMI-PC Linkup provides a Powerful file system for net- 
working your PC up to your Amiga. Using this package 
inconjunction with the Amiga Emulator you are able to trans- 
fer and use virtually any of your Amiga software on the PC. 
Ami-PC Linkup includes manual, cable and disks. 


alald 
eal =a) 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC and at least A500+ £17.99 


101 Desktop Games for Windows contains an extensive 

and diverse collection of Windows 95/98 games. Includes 
many simple arcade style games as well as strategic, logic, 
word and mind teasing games. Every game can be played 
on your desktop and all “multitask” within Windows™. 


ry | 
Anime Babes 3 
100% New 
CO791P £15 


Any Windows95/98 based PC. 16mb ram £9.99 CD843P 


Retro gaming at it's best. Around 3000 all-time classic 
spectrum48 game files on CD-ROM. The CD includes an 
easy to use “Spectrum” emulator that allows you to play all 
of the featured games. 

Now includes Windows based Spectrum Emulator.. 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC. 8mb ram £10.00 CD561P 


Word Games contains a huge amount of addictive 

} Crossword and Word related games for Windows95 & 98, 
Such as Crossword Mania!, Scrabble and CrossWord 

Compiler which allows you to create and print your own 

CrossWord's with ease. Suitable for all ages. 


Minimum: Any Windows based PC.16mb ram £12.99 CD838P 


DeskTop Themes contains around 500 Brand New Desktop 

Themes to enhance your Windows95/98 Desktop. 

The CD also contains tools to allow you to create your own 
themes as well as Win95 Logo Organiser which Let's you 
change your bootup and shut-down screens and more. 


Joanne Guest 
Joanne Gu 
aesric 


100% Colour & Mono Clips is an exciting 

new 2 CD set of clipart images, covering all 
subject matter- Animals, Business, Comical, f= 
Dinosaurs, Furniture, Industry, Nautical, 


3-4 


Any Windows based PC. 8mb ram £15.00 CD621&622P 


epicDirect 9:30am - 5:30pm 


www.eplemarketing.Itd.net/pe 


Epic Direct : Unit 22, Outlet 49a, 


| Order On: 0 1793 611 414 


POSTAGE : UK - Any size order, Just £2.95 
OVERSEAS - Minimum 2 CD's, Add £5 total for P&P 
When ordering adult titles pleaso stato you ara over 18. 

‘Add £3 for fast choque clearanca 

Credit Card Orders aro normally dispatched within 48 hours. 

‘All items aro sold subject to our normal terms and conditions and aro 
‘subject to availablity. EOE All prices include VAT. 
function requires the use of an Amiga. Cheques to EPIC Direct. 


| is = 


i a 
email: epic-direct@dialin.net_ GREDIT CARD ORDERS WieLcome =. 


Open Mon - Sat 


Cheney Manor Ind. Estate, Swindon. SN2 2PJ, 


Fax: +44 0 1793 514187 
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UYING TONIGHT 0 


outlets 


e€ shopping and mai 


COMPANY WEB SITE PHONE PCS PERIPHERALS SOFTWARE PCF VERDICT 
Acer www.acer.co.uk 01753 487000 Yes No No Takes too long to find the info you're after, but otherwise sound. 
Action Online www.action.com 0800 333333 Yes Yes Yes Flash animated site distracts from the serious shopping business. 
Big Red www.bigred.co.uk 0181 245 2456 Yes No Yes Claims to have peripherals but wouldn’t list any for us. 

CD Direct www.cddirect.co.uk 01703 450450 No No Yes A good selection of the latest games and budget titles. 
Computer Manuals www.compman.co.uk 0121 778 3333 No No No Your one-stop shop for computing books. 

Cyber Park [NEW} www.cyber-park.com ty + No No Yes Low game prices and a decent selection, but butt-ugly design. 
DABS www.dabs.co.uk 0800 138 5106 No Yes Yes One of the best on-line shops, with good design and low prices. 
Dan www.dan.co.uk 0181 830 1100 Yes No No Enables you to customise your order but interface could be better. 
Dell www.dell.co.uk 0870 152 4699 Yes Yes No Good example of how the on-line selling business should be done. 
Download Shop www.downloadshopjersey.com No No Yes Buy software and download it straight to your PC. : 
Educational Software Co www.educational.co.uk Ears No No Yes No prizes for guessing what they want to sell you. 

Elonex www.elonex.co.uk 0181 452 2444 Yes Yes Yes Attractive but overly confusing site that’s packed with jargon. 
Entertainment Express www.entexpress.com a No No Yes Top-20 games available at low prices with free delivery. 

eShop www.eshop.co.uk 01753 860549 No No Yes Sells both boxed and downloadable software but ain’t very pretty. 
Evesham Micros www.evesham.co.uk 0800 496 0800 Yes Yes Yes Limited selection and confusing site layout. 

Game www.game-retail.co.uk \y No Yes Yes High street chain hits the Net with an OK site. 

Game Street www.gamestreet.co.uk No No Yes Games site from the Audiostreet.com people. 

Games Paradise www.gamesparadise.com No No Yes A wide range of PC games on a WH Smith-owned site. 

Gateway www.gateway2000.co.uk 0800 973132 Yes No No Impressive site, as you’d expect. 

Hewlett Packard www.hewlett-packard.com/uk 01344 369369 Yes Yes No Stacks of PCs and peripherals — all from HP, of course. 

HMV www.hmv.co.uk No No Yes A limited selection of games but little in the way of discounts. 
Insight www.insight.com 0800 073 0730 No Yes Yes Great site for peripherals and software — click the Union Jack. 
JustCDs www.justcds.co.uk 0800 214087 No No Yes Simple search system but doesn’t have the latest software. 
Lexon www.lexonpc.com 0181 667 1173 Yes No No A lesson in how not to build a Web site — ugly and confusing. 
Mesh www.meshplc.co.uk 0181 208 4748 Yes No No Decent box-shifter makes a decent fist of on-line selling. 
Microworld www.microworld.co.uk 0800 458 7456 No No Yes Old software and high prices don’t make for a good site. 
NetGames www.netgames.co.uk No No Yes Matey style only serves to annoy prospective punters. 

PC World www.pcworld.co.uk 01442 888520 No No Yes Only sells software but hardware coming soon. 

Software Express www.softwareexpress.co.uk No No Yes Good selection of discounted PC games but no applications. 
Software First www.softwarefirst.com 01268 531222 No No Yes Poor design but reasonable prices — join the club to save more. 
Software Paradise www.softwareparadise.co.uk 01222 887521 € No No 7 Yes Ugly site but a vast range of low-priced programs. 

Software Savings www.softwaresavings.co.uk 01357 522700 No No 7 Yes Few programs on offer but massive savings on those available. 
Software Warehouse www.software-warehouse.co.uk 0800 035 5355 No No Yes Good-looking site with wide range but muddled search results. 
Software Zone d www.softwarezone.co.uk 01484 400553 No No Yes High prices, no product details and a second-rate search engine. 
Special Reserve Www. reserve.co.uk 01279 321321 No Yes i Yes Members only (£6.99 a year) software club with lots of bargains. 
Technomatic www.technomatic.co.uk 0990 168671 No Yes nt Yes A good range of hardware and software but few games. 

UR Wired [NEW] www.urwired.com No No Yes You won't be attracted by the design, but you will be by the low prices. 
Widget Software www.widget.co.uk __No _No __Yes Hardware and software for Psion, Palm and Win CE handhelds. 
Wizard International www.wizard-int.co.uk No No Yes Good games site with simple design and a good selection of titles. 


COMPANY 


AuctionUniverse 


WEB SITE 


PCF VERDICT 


www.auctionuniverse.co.uk A good-looking site but not a lot of lots yet. 


Auction Hunter www.auctionhunter.co.uk Another good-looking but mostly empty site. Maybe one day it'll be packed with bargains. 


eBay www.ebay.co.uk Impressive UK end of the giant US on-line auction. 

eBid www.ebid.co.uk as Over 600 product categories and 300 lots on a well-designed person-to-person site. 

eSwap www.eswap.co.uk A reasonably well-designed site with more lots than eBid but needs more to be a serious challenge to eBay. 
Q@XL www.qxl.com Computers and electrical goods form only part of this easy-to-use site's sales. 
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COMPANY 
3Com 

3dfx Interactive 
ADI 

Agfa 

Bose 
Canon 
Creative Labs 
Devcom 
Diamond 
Epson 

Fuji 
Guillemot 
Hewlett Packard 
Iomega 
Jvc 

Kodak 
Lexmark 
LG 

Maxtor 
Microsoft 
Microtek 
Mitsubishi 
Nikon 
nVIDIA 
Orchid 
Pace 
Philips 
Pinnacle 
Pioneer 
Saitek 
Sanyo 
Sony 
TechWorks 
Terra Tec 
Typhoon 
VideoLogic 
ViewSonic 
Yamaha 


COMPANY 
Adobe 
amgFX 
Arbiter 
AstraSoft 
Atlantic Coast 
Caere 
CE Software 
Channel MM 
Computers Unlimited 
Cross Atlantic 
Cybermedia 
Dragon UK 
Eidos 
Et Cetera 
Evolution 
Eye-t Technologies 
IBM 
Intuit 
Macromedia 
Magix 
McAfee Software 
MetaCreations 
Micrografx 
Microsoft 
PG Soft 
SCALA UK 
Spaceward 
Symantec 
Travelling Soft 
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TELEPHONE NO 
® 0800 225252 
@ 0171 546 8621 
0181 993 7373 
0181 231 4906 
@ 01795 475341 
tm 0121 680 8062 
m 01245 265265 
01324 825999 
m 01189 444400 
01442 261144 
0171 586 5900 
@ 0181 944 1940 
= 0990 474747 
® 0800 973194 
= 0181 208 7654 
@ 01442 261122 
& 01628 481500 
01753 500470 
® 0800 073 0730 
® 0870 601 0100 
@ 01379 649200 
® 0800 731 1222 
@ 0181 541 4440 
m 0171 344 1349 
@ 01256 479898 
@ 0990 561001 
@ 0181 689 4444 
® 01895 442003 
@ 01753 789789 
@ 01454 855050 
T 01923 246363 
7 0990 42424 

tT 01753 898500 
@ 01600 772111 
® 01732 362212 
® 01923 269511 
® 0800 833648 
® 01908 369252 


TELEPHONE NO 
@ 0181 606 4008 
@ 0171 468 3444 
® 0181 202 1199 
® 01279 822800 
® 01297 552222 
@ 0171 222 3200 
@ 001 515 221 1801 
® 01703 814142 
@ 0181 358 5858 
7 0171 228 6992 
0800 973631 
@ 01242 678575 
7 0181 636 3000 
7 01706 228039 
7 01525 372621 
® 01274 533522 
7 01705 492249 
® 01932 578500 
7 0181 358 5858 
70171 917 2897 
@ 01753 827500 
® 0181 358 5858 
B 01483 747526 
®B 0345 002000 
@ 001 800 549 9001 
B 01920 484811 
B 01954 261333 
@ 0171 616 5600 
@ 01344 409056 


WEB ADDRESS 
www.3com.com 
www.3dfx.com. 
www.adiusa.com 
www.agfadtp.co.uk 
www.bose.com 
www.canon.co.uk. 
www.soundblaster.com 
www.blackwidow.co.uk 
www.diamondmm.co.uk 
‘www.epson.co.uk 
www. fujifilm.co.uk 
www.guillemot.com 
www.hp.com 
www.iomega.com 
www.jvc.com 
www.kodak.co.uk 
www.lexmark.com 
www.lg.co.kr 
www.maxtor.com 
www.microsoft.co.uk 
www.midwich.co.uk 
www.meuk.mee.com 
www.nikon.co.uk 
www.nvidia.com 
www.orchid.com 
www.pacecom.co.uk 
www.philips.com 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
www.pioneer.co.uk 
www.saitek.com 
www.sanyo.co.uk 
Wwww.sony.com 
www.techworks.com 
www.terratec.net 
www.typhoon.co.uk/uk 
www.videologic.com 
www.viewsonic.com 
www.yamaha.com 


WEB ADDRESS 
www.adobe.com 
www.amgfx.co.uk 
www.arbitergroup.com/steinberg 
www.astrasoft.com 
www.soft-shop.com 
www.caere.com 
www.quickeys.com 
www.hemera.com 
www.metacreations.com 
www.crossatlantic.com 
www.cybermedia.com 
www.dragonsys.com 
www.eidos.com 
www.etcetera.co.uk 
www.evolution.co.uk 
www.eye-t.com 
www.ibm.com 

www. intuit.co.uk 
www.macromedia.com 
www.magix.com 
www.mcafee.com 
www.metacreations.com 
www.micrografx.com 
www.microsoft.com 
www.savebutt.com 
www.scala.com 
www.satoripaint.com 
www.syMmantec.com 
www.laplink.com 


V Communications 
Virtually On-Line 
Xerox 


COMPANY 
Acclaim 
Activision 

Blue Byte 
Codemasters 
Digital Integration 
Disney Interactive 
Eidos 

Electronic Arts 
Empire 

Europress 

Fox Interactive 
Gremlin 

Grolier Interactive 
GTi 

Hasbro Interactive 
Infogrames 
Interactive Magic 
Interplay 
LucasArts 

Maxis UK 
MicroProse 
Microsoft 
Mindscape 

Nova Logic 
Psygnosis 

scl 

SegaSoft 

Sierra 

Smart Games 
Take 2 

THQ 

Ubi Soft 

Virgin 


@ 0171 372 9733 
@ 01624 611003 
m 0118 966 8421 


TELEPHONE NO 
@ 0171 344 5000 
® 01895 456700 
® 01604 232200 
® 01926 816044 
T 01276 684959 
@ 0181 222 1571 
@ 0181 941 7899 
@ 01753 549442 
@ 0181 343 7337 
@ 01625 855000 
@ 01753 672187 
@ 0114 263 9900 
@ 01865 264800 
@ 0171 258 3791 
@ 0181 569 1234 
@ 0161 827 8000 
@ 01344 409399 
T 01628 423666 
t 001 415 472 3400 
@ 0171 505 1500 
T 01454 893893 
® 0345 002000 
T 01444 246333 
@ 0171 405 1777 
@ 0151 282 3000 
0171 585 3308 
@ 0181 995 3399 
@ 0118 920 9100 
@ 0181 375 4444 
01753 854444 
@ 01483 767 656 
m 0181 944 9000 
@ 0171 368 2255 


www.v-com.com 
www.invisimail.com 
www.textbridge.com 


WEB ADDRESS 
www.acclaim.com 
www.activision.com 
www.bluebyte.com 
www.codemasters.com 
www.digint.co.uk 
www.disney.co.uk 
www.eidos.co.uk 
www.ea.com 
www.empire.co.uk 
www.europress.co.uk 
www.foxinteractive.com 
www.gremlin.com 
www.gi.grolier.com/gi.html 
www.gtgames.com 
www. hasbrointeractive.com 
www.infogrames.com 
www.imagicgames.com 
www. interplay.com 
www.lucasarts.com 
www.maxis.com 
www.microprose.com 
www.microsoft.com/games 
www.mindscape.com 
www.novalogic.com 
www.psygnosis.com 
www.sci.co.uk 
www.segasoft.com 
www.sierra.com 
www.smartgames.com 
www.take2games.com 
www.thq.com 
www.ubisoft.com 
www.vie.co.uk 


COMPANY 
Abel Gratis 
Arsenal 

Beeb 

Bigwig 

Breath Net 
BT Clickfree 
ConnectFree 
Currant Bun 
Egg 

EidosNet 
Electronics Boutique 
FreeNet 

Free Online 
Freeserve 
Gateway 2000 
Global Nomad 
1¢24 

LineOne 


CONTACT 

Sign up on-line 
Sign up on-line 
Sign up on-line 

@ 0870 740 1033 
® 0800 500150 
Sign up on-line 

@ 0870 742 1111 
Sign up on-line 

TB 08450 399399 
Sign up on-line 
0800 0370 370 
Sign up on-line 
Sign up on-line 
Pick up a disc in Dixons 
Sign up on-line 
Sign up on-line 
Sign up on-line 
Sign up on-line 


Manchester United [4 sign up on-line 


Netdirect 

Telinco 

Tiny Computers 
Toys R Us 

UK Online 

Virgin 

WebTribe 

WH Smith Online 
X-Stream 
Yahoo! Online 


@ 0181 293 7000 

® 0800 542 4343 

@ 0800 7834575 
Pick up a disc in store 
@ 0845 333 4600 
Sign up on-line 

Sign up on-line 

50p for a disc in store 
Sign up on-line 

Sign up on-line 


WEB ADDRESS 
www.abelgratis.com 
www.arsenal.co.uk 
www.freebeeb.net 

www. bigwig.net 
www.timetobreathe.net 
btclickfree.excite.co.uk/otclickfree 
www.connectfree.net 
www.currantbun.com 
www.egg.co.uk 
www.eidosnet.co.uk 
www.in2home.net/signup 
www. freenet.co.uk 

www. free-online.co.uk 

www. freeserve.co.uk 
www.gateway2000.co.uk 
www.globalnomad.net 
www.ic24.net 

www. lineone.net 
www.manufree,co.uk 
www.netdirect-online.co.uk 
www.telinco.co.uk 
www.tinyonline.net/request.htm 
www.toysrus.co.uk 
www.ukonline.co.uk 
www.virgin.net 
www.webtribe.net 
www.whsmith.co.uk 

www. x-stream.co.uk 
www.yahoo.co.uk/yahooclick 


Hit www.12free.co.uk for a full list of free Internet service providers. 


The fastest growing) Website in Europe 


Written by a team of top game journalists 
and delivered via email, Future Gamer is a 
free, daily, news-based magazine covering 
PC, N64 and PlayStation fitles. FG has 
impressed industry players andionline 
gamers alike, with MCV calling it "cutting 


edge... a fine read" 


p70 OUT; galewa! 


Of 


The ultimate musicians guide, with hot 
product news, tutorials and advice from 
expert players, reviews of the latest kit, and 
interviews with the artists who set the 
standards, Whether you!re into techno or 
the blues; /MusicarsNet willl makaiyou a 


better musician. 


fo fhe most, exciting) con 


ser at, Www, futUnenet.co.uk and) stant exploring se 


SOT 


SampleNet offers thousands of exclusive, 
free, downloadable sound files, created in- 
house by a team of expert musicians, With 
over 60,000 samples downloaded every 
week, plus a huge database of kit reviews, 
tutorials, interviews and more, SampleNet 


is the essential resource for wired musicians. 


fenf, on) the: Nef: 


nw.uin.co.uk 


Created by fans for fans, the Unofficial 
Football Network brings together the UK's 
best unofficial Premiership Web sites to 
offer you the most exciting and informative 
football content on the Net. And with daily 
news round-ups andthe outrageous Goal 


Mouth opinion column — it's all you need. 


Improve your PC skills, 
And enhance your 
job prospects. 


Improving your PC skills could help you get a better job, earn more 
pay and enhance your long term career prospects. With ICS you can 
extend your existing knowledge, learn PC repair, start programming, 


or just get to grips with the basics. 


To find out more, return the coupon, or call our Course Advisers 
now on 0500 501 364. 


Call now 0500 501 364 1s 


ICS International Correspondence Schools, Dept ZPFH100999 Freepost 882, Clydeway Skypark, 8 Elliot Place, Glasgow G3 BBR. 
Tel 0500 501 364 (9am-7pm) or Tel/Fax: Dublin 285 2533, 


! Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. ri 
1 Please send me a prospectus with full details of all the Computer Studies Courses. 

! Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Surname 

1 Forename(s) 

1 Address 

H Postcode 

| Course of Interest 

| Occupation Date of Birth J. fh 

"Telephone Day: Eve: 


! 
1 From time to time, we permit other carefully screened organisations to write to you about products 
H cond services, f you would prefer not to hear from such organisations, please tick this box CI 


X 


SPORTS. 


www.easports.com 


Experienced Software Testers 


Various locations around Southern England & East of Scotland. 


We have various fixed term contract positions (from 3 to 12 months) at 
different levels for experienced software testers to test our games. 


You should have: 

@ At least 6 months’ experience in either games or applications software testing 
¢ Good communication skills 

e Flexibility in your approach to your working hours 

An interest in computer games 


Initially the hours you will work are 9am to 6pm from Monday to Friday. 
However, you may be required to work 40 hours per week, scheduled on a 
rota basis between the hours of Zam and 11pm, in any 7 day period 
starting on a Monday and ending on a Sunday. This rota will also assign 
rest days. 


Salary to £13,500 depending on experience. 

To apply please send your CV detailing your qualifications and experience to: 
Emma Wilkins, Recruitment Co-ordinator, Electronic Arts Lid, Unit 1A, 
Guildford Business Park, Guildford, Surrey, GU2 5AG or via email to 

lh ins@ 


Wilk som 


To find out more about us please visit our web site - www.ea.com 


* Up to one hour of digital quality music 
Highly portable - smaller than an audio 
cassette, weig) jan 110gms 
No moving parts no skips or jumps 
* 12 hours continuous playback on a single AA battery 
SmartMedia memory slot to increase total 
recording time by up to 50% (16MB card) 
Download MP3 songs, audio books and news clips 
from the Web and upload to the Rio via PC interface kit 
* Make compilations from your CD collection 
Kit includes software, parallel port adapter, 
MP3 CD sampler, headphones and battery 


Rio PMP300 kit £149.00 
Rio 16MB SmartMedia £49.00 
FREEPHONE 08000 720361 

; dey Golf 


lowest prices in the UK 


We guarantee our compatible ink cartridge prices are the 
LOWEST in the UK. What’s more,they are GUARANTEED to 
perform to the exact specification of the costly branded OEM 
product. Check your printer model below and see how much 
YOU can save on YOUR printing costs! 


PRINTER CARTRIDGE PRICE FOR 1 PRICE FOR 3 
Stylus Color 400/600 BLAck £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Color 400/600 —-Tri-CoLour £9.99 £25.99 
Stylus Color 440/640 BLAck £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Color 440/640 —Tri-CoLour £9.99 £25.99 
Stylus Color 740 BLACK £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Color 740 Tri-CoLouR £9.99 £25.99 
Stylus Color 750 BLACK £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Color 750 Tri-CoLour £10.99 £28.99 
Stylus Color 500 BLack £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Color 500 Tri-CoLour £8.99 £23.99 
Stylus Color 800/850 BLack £5.99 £14.99 
Stylus Color 800/850 —Tri-CoLour £9.99 £25.99 
Stylus Color 200 BLACK £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Color 200 Tri-CoLour £8.99 £23,99 
Stylus Color 300 4 CoLour £11.99 £31.99 
Stylus Photo/700/Ex BLack £4.99 £12.99 
Stylus Photo/700/Ex 5 CoLour £10.99 £28.99 


PHONE US TODAY FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH 


THE PREMIER COLLECTION * 


JARANTEED. 
Please confirm you a 


Choose your ov tions from our large Adults Only file library and let us make 


y ersonalised your enjoyment. 


Phone 01625 421902 or write now for latest up to date lists. 
Cheques/Postal Orders payable to: BCL, Dept F1, PO Box 122, Macclesfield, Cheshire SKI1 7FA 


little Devil Producis * 


OVER 25 EXCLUSIVE TITLES 


GE COLLECTIONS, INTERNET SOFTWARE, CD-RO 


FAST & DISCREET DELIVERY 


90% OF ORDERS SENT OUT WITHIN 48 HOUR! 


The first 200 requests will also 
b, Recieve a FREE preview disk Ss 
Phone, e-mail or write for a FREE Catalouge 


07091 11 82 82 (24 Hrs 


or send 2x first clss stamps to: 
10 BOX 62, Northwood, Middisex, HA6 


Spirlt@group22.freéserve.co. 


sees 


LEBABE 


FIRST LIVE TELECONFEREN 


TOTALLY LIVE 


I'm waiting 
to talk 
to you 


Call 0906 918 4268 Now 


SX Box 121 TW8 OEW - Calls cost £1/min - www.ppsitd.com/sex 


Adult Software 


€® Digital Imagination 


Babes on CD-ROMI!! 


Fora FREE sample diskette 

send a stamped, self addressed 
envelope to tho address above 

‘oremail us at nS 


digim@worldhg.com vey 


For more information and samples 
500 Ollr wobsite at: 


http:/welcome.toldigital-imagination 


*e CD Software 


New Catalogue 


All Games £3.00 (Floppies only) 
New CD-ROM List Now Available 
Discounts of up to 20% 
Special Rates for B.I.E. Members 


“Millennium Debugged” 
— Distributors for 
“The Definitive Millennium 
Year 2000 PC Test and Bug 


For More Details,Catalogue and Complimentary 
Disk send a 40p SAE, Ad Size 


Commercial Services. (PCF96) 
PO Box 113, Newhaven, 
E. Sussex, BN9 SRE 


LS > 


Tel: 01698 297040 


“THE Imaging SPECIALISTS” 
Laser, Ink & Thermal Ribbon 
Other computer consumables also available, 
inc, Accounting forms for Sage. Ss 
Originals or Compatibles from Apple to Xerox. 
5 faction Guaranteed” - Volume Discount available 
Most Epson compat. Black £6.25 Colour £11.95, Colour 300 £10.50 

Quality recycled Canon BCO1/02 £10.25 BX02/03 £11.75 

BJC4000 Bk £3.45 Col £6.25 - BJC 600 Bk 


Inc. Apple 12/640 & 8500 - Brother DR200 - Canon CLBP 360PS 
Epson EPL, 3000-9000 - HP 27X, 29X, 4092 & 4096A -} 
Tally 904 drum 9108 - Xerox 4512/4517 & many more 


New Products 


don’t fear the BUG 


MILLENNIUM 
BUG TIE 


Tie those little 
bugs into knots!! 


The tie everyone wants 
- unique woven design 
in easy-care polyester 
or luxurious pure silk 


ys % only _) 
A ¢ Polyester 2 EACH 


Pure Silk : O'S cach 
plus£1.50p&p @eeoaooeoeee 


0 LOVINOD SNISILYIAGY G34ISSY19 HO4 


or complete the coupon below 
COHOHCHOHCHHHHCHHOLCHLHHOHLOHOOOLE 
e Send your order to: ART Ltd., 231 Eldon St, Preston @ 
Pers Ae i 


© Please send me ____ polyester ties/ * silk ties 
@ Tenclose my cheque/postal order for £ made payable to ART Limited © 
¢@ Please charge my credit/charge card Access Visa Delta ) 


e | l LT | eles] l Expiry Date © 


r} Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms e 
@ Address ® 


9 festcode Signature Pci © 
@eoeeeanvneeanenenenaneaeneaeaeneeneaeoenend 


custom printed 


Printed from your disk, photo, 
picture etc. PVC Promotional Mats 
also available in Bulk.Other products 
inc. T-shirts, Caps, Mugs, Teddies, 
Badges, Polo Shirts, Sweatshirts etc. 
Tel/Fax (24hrs) or Surf the web 
or e-mail for more details. 
0181 286 4037 


www.mediatec-uk.com 
e-mail mediatec@dircon.co.uk 


ye SE th 


Ch He we SS 


5 CIM/Y £2.79 


C SScript 


Fax: 01698 297048  ,., 


a InleUKconn 
01432 274177 | SB 


“istt Us ait WW 
S| =a 


PE FORMAT CLASSIFIED 


ee 
The UK's leading Inkjet MEEpHee Company 


CANON COMPATIBLES 


Ughes@futurenet.co.uk 


BUC 4000 Series................. Black £3.45 Colour £5.95 
BUC 600 HiCapacity...15ml Black £2.95 12mlColour £2.95 
> fm EPSON COMPATIBLES 
= STYLUS Colour/Pro/XL ......Black £4.95 8Colour £9.95 
bj STYLUS Col Il «Black £5.95 3Colour £9.95 
= STYLUS 200’............. Black £5.95 3 Colour £9.95 
STYLUS 300 ....... oe Colour £10.95 
STYLUS 4/5/600 sree Black £5.95 Colour £9.95 
STYLUS 440/640/740 ..Black £6.95 Colour £10.95 
STYLUS 700/Photo -Black £5.95 Colour £10.95 
STYLUS 800 Black £6.95 3 Colour £9.95 
STYLUS 3000 Black £11.95 Y/M/C £11.95 
EPSON BRANDED PAPER Laser Cartridges 
Inkjet Refills - 
Please Call 


Prices include VAT and postage Cartridges produced to ISO 9002 


Unit 5, Mill Street Industrial Estate 
Abergavenny, Monmouthshire NP7 5HE 
jps@which.net 
Tel: 01873 854913 Fax: 01873 858040 


riers 


Wy) ONE TDN 


TE SI 
BUILD ACOLLECTIGH OF YOUR, 
FAVOURITE MOVIES ON DVD! 
OVER 3000 TITLES TO CHOOSE FROTAT 
—) JMAHY.IAQRE COMING SOONT 
FREE NEV/SLETTER PACKED WITH Al 
THE NEV/ RELEASES AND DVD If 
FOR THE FASTEST. SERVICE CALL 


= ORDER LINE 0870 241 0362 
assy F#%YOUR ORDER TO US Ar. 
Te 7070 802 082 


* Karaoke Song Discs 
* Sing with your favourite stars 


ABBA, Beatles, Bee Gees, Celine Dion, Elton John, 
Elvis, Sinatra, Madonna, Mariah Carey, Oasis, Spice 
Girls, Tom Jones... plus Children’s, Christmas, 
Musicals, Movies, Opera, Country & Western... 

...15 songs from £14.99 


fre reer 1h 
mM 
ay UM ees ISTO 
aes TLE OUTS 


iy SOUNDTRAC 
DVD 'REGION 142 


* Check www.mcno.com or call us 

* Free karaoke catalogue 

* Ask for movies, music & adult lists 
* Formats DVD, VCD, CD+G and CD-i 


5) McNo Ltd, Seedbed Centre,Severalls Park, /; 
Me; 


Tel: 01206 751143 Fax: 01206 751198 IN| POWERS 2) WILD WILD’ 


WEST, ENTRAPMENT, BLAIR 
Email: info@mcno.com Web: www.mcno.com WITCHIPROJECT. 


Colchester CO4 4HT Wi S NATURE. RAVENGUS 
Ly 


Computer and Printer 
Consumables! 


Cartridge Express is the only company confident enough to make 
you this offer! We guarantee to supply you with all your Computer 
and Printer Consumable requirements at the UK's Lowest Prices. 
If we fail to deliver our promise, we will supply you with the item/s 
completely FREE OF CHARGE! Our Unrivalled Service Includes 


|| Free Delivery! | 95% Next Day - No Minimum Order 
tome Day Despatch. Delivered Direct to your Home or Office 
Ue Makes and Models - Apple to Xerox - Original and Compatible if ’ 
Inkjet - Laser - Fax - Photocopier & Printer Ribbon Supplies 2 | 
Inkjet Refills - Bulk Ink - Specialist Papers - Cleaning Supplies 
Media Supplies - Computer Consumables + Much More! 


"100% Satisfaction) Guaranteed Or Your Money Back! 


Freefone today and speak to one of our expert sales staff for 
product information, advice, availability, price quote or to order. 
All Major Credit and Debit Cards Accepted (No surcharges) 
Order lines open Mon to Fri 9am-6pm and Sat 9am-4pm 


Freefone 0800 026 7023 
Freefax O800 026 7024 


Alternatively call Free now on our 24hr Catalogue Hotline to 
receive our Free Windows Based Interactive CD Catalogue 


Freefone CD Catalogue 0800 026 7025 
Or Visit http:/Avww.cartex.uk.com 


Business Opportunities 


Earn extra money and surround your 
family with Dorling Kindersley Family 

ring Products - over 1,600 
Educational CD-Roms, Books, Videos 
and Games. 


What betfer way to help your | 
family in today’s world. 


Fasaly LEARNING 


TRY US NOW!!! 


FOR YOUR COMPAQ, AND OTHER BRAND NAME, 
SYSTEMS, SPARES, OPTIONS, NE -DEMO AVAILABLE 
AT DISCOUNT TO YOU. 


CO Software 


CHEAP 
CD ROMS | 


u 
A 
Games, ullities, clip art ete. Too many tiles to ist here. 
from only 99p. Visit our Website or 
now. 
04 (24hrs) Fax 0870 1617283 
© pathpd.demon. 


2 GREENWICH CRESCENT, LONDON E6 4TU 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-6PM FOR MORE DETAILS 
TELE: 0171 473 4455 FAX: 0171 473 4288 


E-mail us: sales@activedata.co.uk OUR SITE: www.activedata.co.uk 


Or write to: 


PATHFINDER PD (PF) 


FREEPOST NEAS3S6, YORK, YOI9 527. 


XXX - NET BABES - XXX 


wen 16 Walle pen 5000 images 


Ke Oo ip U) <Gredit Garvoraee rh ls 
Ae ee eee eee ee ete ea date 
Microsoft Frontpage Extensions To: Thought Ltd, PO Box 427, Folkestone, Kent CT19 SEZ 


Web Email Account 
POP3 Email Account - Unlimited Alias 


what else 
Mail Forwarding 
Account Setup 


do I get? 
Bandwidth - 155Mbs Connection 


es a, ee, ee, >, 
FREE Sone Senne Racisiteifion 


BASYSPACC snk 


Postcode. 
1 CONFIRM THAT 1 AM OVER 


OIG} 247 


SENSATIONS BBS 


© Fast, Easy, Anonymous BBS with over 100,000 programs 
© Ondine Everything for your Business or Pleasure needs 
¢ All Speeds up to 38,400 


oboe ¢ Full Access & Unlimited Downloads on first Call 
ocal Free Software for 
Windows/Mac/Amiga 


CALLS CHARGED AT 60P PER MIN. PO BOX 107, MANCHESTER M7 4PX 


RETRO & MODERN 


Walkie 
Talkie! 
FUN FOR TWO! 


Dial-a-Date! 
Exchange numbers 
with women online! 


COMPUTER & GAMES EXCHANGE 


65 Notting Hill Gate, London W11 3S Open 7 days 10am - 8pm 
Hardware @& 0171 243 1863 Games @ 0171 221 1123 
XS11 - PO Box 21713 - London E14 SUD - 620 + Easy To Use 
System 
+ Exclusive 
On-Line CDs 
+ No Boring 


Questionnaires — 


VAST SELECTION ON SALE 


Credit card 
sized, double 
sided, full 

colour, with 
laminate kit 


Prices: 


td MUSIC 


OE 


card: £5 
Midi Keyboards from £7 Boke ‘ : = Free Mp3s 
Midi Interfaces from $50 ese Pocket N > Play ePS Masic 


Notation - Finale - Sibelius &Call 


Cubasis AV - Cubase VST - Score from £99 ri q + > Software 
Cakewalk and Logic Software from £99 i ur eakel At Barga Prices 4 
ESS™SHHRMMIAVES 255 Hhasvier Roaw Cotehester Fssex CO4 3DF pafeig The ani dio Hub 


Free webpages 
For 


; ud.io 
| Masie Makers 


=| http://www.sounds-online.com/mp3.htm 


Sccure creditcard ordering, Worktwide delivery 


E-Mail sales@techmate.demon.co.uk 


B® 01206 793355. Fax 01206 e64994 
aikiane http://www.tech-mate.co.uk 


www.marvilledirect.com 


¥  www.pcformat.co.uk. Splendid. 


WIRED 

www.wired.com 

Serving up daily news on science, 
technology, business, politics and culture, 
Wired is an essential site for keeping up 
with all that’s new in the technosphere. 
It tells you all you need to know about 
the latest new-fangled technologies as 
well as offering refreshing insight into 
contemporary political bunkum. Top- 
quality journalism combined with pithy 
insight and a sharp sense of humour — 
what more could you want? 


Snooping OK on Pager Numbers 


HARDWARE 


T3 — TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN 
www.t3.co.uk 
All the latest gadgets and gizmos 


lovingly drooled over by the experts at T3 


magazine. And we mean that quite literally 


only a week ago, editor Paul Pettengale 


was charged with molestation of a digital 


camera while under the influence of Vimto 
Ah, but we digress... Whether you're after 


‘oovy new laptop or a tiny PDA, T3 has 


non what's best to buy — and what's 
teetering gaily on the horizon, vying to suck 
the moolah from your pouch, 73 then, truly 


a technophile’s paradise. 


October 1999 PC FORMAT 


NASA 

www.nasa.gov 

NASA’‘s vast Web site provides 
reams of fascinating information about 
the current Mars space program and the 
progress of the International Space 
Station, plus takes a look at the future of 
space exploration and how to become an 
astronaut yourself. Probably the ultimate 
site for perusing the star-spangled sea, 
there’s a wealth of information about 
NASA‘s myriad missions, plus a black 
hole’s worth of spaced-out photos. 


& | MASA 


Commemorating "The 
s Landed! 30 


THE USB HOME PAGE 

www.usb.org 

Everything you ever wanted to 
read about those cunning new sockets 
Universal Serial Buses. They’re the future, 
y'k 
make your p 


ow, So best figure out how they can 


ipherals plug in with ease 


today. The USB Home Page tells you all 


about the hassle-saving critters that make 
mucking about in your PC’s innards a thing 
of the past — you only need to plug your 
favourite toys into the USB port and Bob's 
your niece. Or something. Invite him round 


for a big plate of scones. 


pest) cea) retta) erm 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

www.nationalgeographic.com 

Be amazed by bits of the world you 
never even knew existed... until now. 


NEW SCIENTIST 
www.newscientist.com 


The Web site of the magazine 
provides a vast wealth of fact action. 


DARWIN AWARDS 
www.darwinawards.com 
Discover the most insane, and 


usually fatal, attempts to further the 
cause of science. 


www.nmsi.ac.uk 

Run amok among the NSM‘s 
interactive displays and absorb scientific 
facts while you frolic. 


FORTEAN TIMES 
www.forteantimes.com 
Scientific headscratchers and 


unexplained phenomena are waiting 
here to mess with your mind. 


THETECHS 
www.thetechs.net 
A mammoth database of 


hardware reviews compiled by a bunch of 


6 NATIONAL SCIENCE MUSEUM 


overly enthusiastic geeks from the USA. 
You've got to love ‘em for it. 


SHARKY EXTREME 
1 4: www.sharkyextreme.com 
Hardware news and buying 


advice, plus a useful Memory Guide for 
upgrading your RAM too. Well worth a 
perusal before laying out lolly on a shiny 


new peripheral. 


MODEMHELP 
www.modemhelp.com 
lake your modem fly by 


mhelp’s handy list of tips, 


consulting Mo 


tricks and troubl 


yourself a nice gin ‘n’ tonic 


TOM’S HARDWARE GUIDE 
1 www.tomshardware.com 
Oodles of advice provided in an 


0 solve your 


informal, down-the-pub sty 
s. Bit lik 


but let’s have a pint of bitter this time 


flademhelp then, 


hardware h 


jooting hints. Then make 


_- WIRED WORLD 


> <5< 7 Batten down the hatches and finger the kippers! I's the special 100th issue Wired 
“7 World as we present our favourite 100 Web sites — all linked together at 


DISCOVERY CHANNEL ONLINE 

www.discovery.com/ 

Strange facts and awe-inspiring 
explanations of nature are all waiting 
to be discovered at, er, Discovery. 


NOBELCHANNEL.COM 

www.nobelchannel.com 

Swot up on who has contributed the 
most to advances in science this century 
and been awarded a Nobel Prize. 


HOW STUFF WORKS 
www.howstuffworks.com/ 
Explanations about how 


anything from toasters to cruise missiles 
perform their technological miracles. 


COMPUTERS.COM 

www.computers.com 

Stateside round-up of the latest 
hardware releases, giving you advance 
warning of what to expect on this side of 


the pond 


PC INDEX 
www.pcindex.co.uk 
A search engine-style site that 


enables you to find hardware components 


at the cheapest price from a wide range 


of suppliers 
MRDRIVER.COM 
www.mrdriver.com 
Need the latest drivers to make 
your har ork properly? Race over to 


MrDriver’s huge collection, then. PCF fact: 


Richard Longhurst fancies Helena Bonham- 


Carter. Ev 


night 


INTEL 
www.intel.com 


Discover 


at the ubiquitous 
processor manufacturer has in store to 


ely obsolete by 


Dreamcast Gets Bass | 


www.davecentral.com 


markable ar t of 


om DAVECENTRAL = 


ASK JEEVES 
www.aj.com 
A delightfully elegant search 


engine which enables you to ask your 
questions in plain English, and presents 

its findings in equally easy-to-understand 
fashion. Any site that’s inspired by PG 
Wodehouse is all right with us. Apart from 
Tickling Battenbergs With PG Wodehouse. 
That site was pap. Not enough marzipan 
for one thing. And what's the use of 
tickling Battenbergs anyway? 


www.jumbo.com 


w.tucows.com 


t bI t 


www.shareware.com 


Try before you buy with th 


w.planetquake.com 


ything y 


www.barrysworld.com 
Run by UK gamers for 


iers, Barrysworld host ner 


UK MAX 

www.ukmax.com 

A young pretender to the 
UK search-engine crown, UK Max is an 
impressive engine for locating UK-specific 
information and getting round the Web. Go 
on — type something in and watch UK Max 
hunt it down like a flea-bitten fox down a 
airtight rabbit hole. Then it’ll be torn to 
pieces, to pieces y’hear, and we’ll damp 
our nephews’ cheeks with fresh blood. 
Fresh blood! [You're sacked — Ed]. 


“ukmax 


Stat Your UX ot Wo 


ON-LINE FUN — 
HAVE SOME! 


SALON 
www.salon.com 
An American culture zine 


operating out of San Francisco but taking 
in the whole world with its articles on 
technology, travel, politics and the arts. 
Snappy, intelligent writing and insightful 
analysis makes Salon a site to savour like 


griddled crocodile ovum. Ah — that holiday 


in Mongolia was a tonic for the palate 


SHOCKRAVE 
www.shockrave.com 
Macromedia’s showcase for the 


glories of its Shockwave plug-in, Shockrave 
enables you to play games and watch your 
favourite animated cartoons (including 
South Park and Dilbert) direct in your 
browser. Best of all, you won’t be waiting 
an age for it to download either, so there’s 


no need to put the kettle on. Polly. 


@ Seen ye 


COMING SOON 
oames 
TOONS: 
music 
FLASHCARDS 


macromedia svockrave 


YAHOO! 

www.yahoo.com 

The grandfather of all Web 
directories is still going strong, although 
it’s slow to update with new sites. 


GOOGLE 

www.google.com 

A precocious engine which has 
been turning heads with accurate search 
results, even though it’s only in beta. 


DOGPILE 
www.dogpile.com 
A meta-search engine, which 


means it searches several other engines 
simultaneously and creams off the top 
results to return to you. Clever, huh? 


THE FREE SITE 

www.thefreesite.com 

Vast array of links to free stuff 
on the Net — everything from magazine 
samples to software. 


THE ONION 
www.theonion.com 
Spot-on American news satire 


that rivals the brains of The Day Today. 


RED MEAT 
www.redmeat.com 
American Gothic meets 


Airple 


brilliant, bizarre comic strip. 


THE DIALECTIZER 
www.rinkworks.convdialect 
Transform the language of any 


you want into the rantings of a 


! The Movie and produces this 


nan, like Dan Hutchinson. 


NERVE 
www.nervemag.com 
Have a legitimate excuse 


for looking at naughty pics with this 


middlebrow magazine of literate smut. 


COMEDY CENTRAL 
www.comedycentral.com 
Stacks of South Park sound 


Clips to download and laugh along he 


Kick ass! 
YUKYUK 
www.yukyuk.com 
Illustrator Chad Frick’s 
fantastic interactive cartoons designed 


to make you chuckle. 


STICK FIGURE DEATH THEATRE 
www.sfdt.com 
Strike a light! Watch matchstick 


men massacre one another in endlessly 


inventive ways, 


MUSHROOM 
www.themushroom.com 
Spoof IT stories that lampoon 


the cluelessness of the mainstream media. 


SHOPGUIDE 

www.shopguide.co.uk 

Big directory of on-line shops 
for virtually all your purchasing needs. A 
good place to start in your quest for Net- 
buying bargains. 


RICH CLICKINGS 
www.richclickings.co.uk 
Dead useful guide which rates 


and slates Net shops and sites — designed 
by PCF editor Richard Longhurst. 


LOOKSMART LIVE! 

www.looksmart.com 

Can't find what you're looking 
for? Simply e-mail Looksmart’s team and 
they'll send you a reply within 24 hours 
and your search might be over. 


ALTAVISTA 
www.av.com 
Powerful search engine which 


updates its database with new sites. 
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lourful UI< entertainment 


guide that provides week 


what’s happening in the wor! 


cinema, theatre, radio, TV 


in ain you among th 

t, then you've got problems. Mind you, 

perhaps you like to stroke wet badgers at 
xpE sf everythir Ne't 


Who Could 


Roger Moore? 


NEWS, SPORT AND 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 


SPORTLIVE 
www.sportlive.net 
Part of The Express 


newspaper's Web presence, Sportlive is, 

as you/d expect, a slick, professional and 
comprehensive sports overview. Best of all, 
the site provides fans with the opportunity 
to write their own opinion columns and 


create a free Web site for their club. 


Hammers rule out 
Inco mave 


THE REGISTER 
www.theregister.co.uk 
‘Biting the hand that feeds 


IT’ declares The Register’s slogan, and its 
insider scoops on the more salacious details 
of what’s going on in the UK IT industry 
make it essential for anyone interested in 
finding out what's really going on in the 


corridors of technological power, Probably 


lots of walking up and down 
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Wwww.scoot,co.uk 


rrible TV ads 


Scoot is one sites around for 
Net users. A really useful and easily 

searchable UK directory of business 

ervices is backed up by a handy product 


and cinema-listings guide. Just think 


e the product finder to buy 


4 popcorn maker, make some popping 


corn, then repair to your local Coronet 


to watch Up Jar Jar Binks’ Ass 4 


ISCOOT™ 


whatever you need 


BBC NEWS 
news.bbc.co.uk 
A seamless transition to the 


Web for the BBC’s reputation for high- 
quality journalism. 


ELECTRONIC TELEGRAPH 
www.telegraph.co.uk 
Probably the finest UK 


newspaper site, complete with extensive 
archive-searching capabilities. 


PA NEWSCENTRE 
Www.pa.press.net 
The Press Association feeds 


news to many portal sites, so you might 
as well get it from the horse’s. 


NEWSNOW 
Www.newsnow.co.uk 
UK site that updates every five 


minutes with the pick of headlines from 
numerous news sources, 


FT.COM 
www.ft.com 
Get in the pink with the FT’s 


unparalleled guide to financial goings-on. 


SCHNEWS 
www.schnews.org.uk 
The UK's premier protest 


politics agency reveals every erosion of 
your rights on a weekly basis. 


THE PAPERBOY 
www.thepaperboy.com 
Masses of links to on-line 


editions of newspapers and magazines 
all around the world. 


UFN 
www.ufn.co.uk 
A network of passionate footy 


fans’ sites telling you exactly how it is from 


the terraces. 


Www.infoplease.com 


On-line dictionary, Internet 


encyclopedia and almanac reference all in 


one handy place 


www.railtrack.co.uk 
The complete UK train 


timetable — no more faffing about waiting 


in phone queues 


www.bt.com/phonenetuk 
The entire UK telephone 


directory on one screen instead of t 


gazillion tollet-paper pages. 


www.lonelyplanet.com 

Plan your next far-flung 
travelling spree with the expert advice 
of the backpacker specialists. May we 


recommend Bali — it’s a beauty! 


SHOPPING 


SECOND SPIN 
www.secondspin.com 
Nirvana for music junkies, 


Second Spin sells used US CDs at 
ridiculously low prices, complete with 
reasonable postage charges that mean 
you can pick up some absolute bargains, 
Keep your order under $30 (excluding 
P&P) and you thereby avoid any trouble 
with UK customs. 


LAST MINUTE 
| ? www.lastminute.com 
A continually updated 


bonanza of seat-of-the-pants bargains, 
ranging from hugely discounted flights 
and holidays through to hotel breaks, 
gifts, gig tickets and heaps more. The 
best excuse ever for acting on impulse 
and treating yourself. Worth checking 
periodically to see if anything appears 
that’s up your alley — perhaps a rare 
live appearance by The Wurzels. 


WWw.bbc.co.uk/weather 


Find out y 


umbrellas or shades with the Beeb’s in 


depth weather forecast 


www.iii.co.uk 
Take a flutter on the Stock 
Exchange and track your shares’ fortune 


with ease 


www.deathclock.com 
Discover how may seconds 
you have left on the planet. That should 


be motivating. Go on — rob a bank 


Www.upmystreet.com 

Find out vital facts about any 
British neighbourhood — property prices 
council tax costs, which are the best 


schools and loads more. 


DABS 
www.dabs.com 
Free postage and a vast on- 


line catalogue mean you find numerous 
hardware bargains at Dabs. 


NATIONAL EXPRESS 
www.nationalexpress.co.uk 
Plan your coach journey and 


get the tickets delivered to your door with 
a few clicks of your mouse. 


THE TRAIN LINE 
www.thetrainline.com 
Avoid hanging around in 


queues by sorting out your travel route 
and booking your rail tickets on-line. 


ALOUD 
www.aloud.com 
Tickets to see virtually any 


event that’s on in the UK dispatched with 
the wave of a credit card. 


AUDIOSTREET 
www.audiostreet.com 
Most new-release UK CDs 


for £9.99 and no postage to pay. 


AMAZON 
www.amazon.co.uk 
One of the best places to 


buy books over the Net. 


CHEAP FLIGHTS 
www.cheapflights.co.uk 
Track down the cheapest 


airfare possible with Cheap Flights’ huge 
database of reputable operators. 


WIZARD INTERNATIONAL 
www.wizard-int.co.uk 
Get the latest games and 


trade in your old ones too. 


ENTERTAINMEN 


uk.imdb.com: 

Seemingly dedicated to solving 
those infuriating movie trivia arguments 
that always break out down the pub, 

IMDB is a mine of information about 


virtually 


ry mavie ever made, plus those 
that are coming up for release in the UK 
Look up some obscure Ruggero Deodato 


picture and it’s probably there. Not too 


sure about Herschell Gordon Lew 


Www.mp3.com 


popularity of the MP3 
digital music format shows no signs of 
abating, and Mp3.com is the undoubtedly 
perfect place to find thousands of files 
which are perfectly legal to download and 


> knows — you might discover the 


enjoy 
next Chemical Brothers lurking among this 
lot. Or the next Russ Abbot. Don't mock 


Atmosphere is a dancefloor smash. 


IMDb Internet Movie Dotabore 
~ 
L- ) Pw 5 


AROUND THE HOUSE 


DOITYOURSELF.COM 
www.doityourself.com 
Why pay outrageous sums of 


cash to some dodgy builder when you can 
do it yourself? This site has a huge archive 
of how-to tutorials plus a dead useful 
bulletin board where you can get answers 
to questions and maybe help out other 
DIYers. Step-by-step instructions ensure 
that you don’t far wrong if you're a bricks- 
and-mortar novice, but you'll have to grow 
your own beard and cultivate the classic 
‘workman's arse’ under your own steam. 


o i) a myTalk.cony | 


free iy 


Seakae! Gita 

‘ | 

4 : } 

fata sows ; : on | 
= > Ee 


BUY.CO.UK 

www.buy.co.uk 

Avoid domestic crises by 
ensuring your gas, electricity, water and 
mobile phone bills are the lowest possible 
with buy.co.uk’s tariff-comparison tools. 
They're simple to use and they could save 
you a packet on your yearly household bills. 
Goodness knows — the cost of living is high 
enough without spending extra on your gas 
bill just because you fancied that extra 
mushy pea fritter. That homemade Gala 
pie was a bit greedy though, wasn’t it? 


Household Hints and info for DeltVoursetfers 


ml 


DoltYourselfJeom] 


ij 
FAQ's > 


E buy.co.uk Wena 


HomePage Cut Your Bis E 


www.ubl.com 
Li 
the IMDB, virt 


d is here 


e a musical version c 


ally every band ever 


document th loads of lush 


handpicked links to enjo 


www.music365.com 
Music reportage a-go-go, 


ry day of the year. Allegedly 


www.talkcity.com 

Yack away to thousands of 
other Web users with Talk City's clever 
Java chat system — no pesky software to 


install either 


Www.aint-it-cool-news.com 
Get insider info about the 
latest movies before they’re even finished 


in the studio. 


Www.hme.com 


y pick of the Internet 
pops, plus a fabulously comprehensive gig 
guide. All our favouri psters live here 
Morrissey (Lord Longhurst), David Essex 
(Dan Hutchinson), Guns N’ Roses (Dave 


Perrett), The KLF (Jim McCauley) and 


Ronan Keating (David Bradley) 


LEARN2 
www.learn2.com 
Teach yourself everything from 


mixing cocktails to making stained glass. 


IDRINK 
www.idrink.com 
There's a drink for every 


occasion. Quench your thirst for drink- 
related knowledge here. 


RECIPEXCHANGE.COM 
www.recipexchange.com 
Discover the secret of Mom’s 


Apple Pie and other family recipes. 


ASK THE BUILDER 
www.askthebuilder.com 
Seek home improvement 


answers from this nice American man. 


GARDEN GUIDES 
www.gardenguides.com 
Turn your keyboard-tapping 


digits into green fingers with advice on 
nurturing your own patch of greenery. 
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into a 


ally catchin' 


1 a glimpse of the 
egendary gay kipper of Swanage. Sr 
surprise really — he hasn‘t been the same 


icident in Bognor Regis wit 


YAHOO! GAMES 
games.yahoo.com 
Chess, draughts, backgammon 


and loads of other old favourites to play. 


SCREENTRADE 
www.screentrade.co.uk 
Make sure your house, car, 


computer and holiday are covered with 
cheap on-line insurance, 


UK MUMS 
www.ukmums.co.uk 
Don’t go mad at home 


alone with the kids ~ meet other parents 
in this thriving on-line community, @& 


What you looking at? 


Seen a great Web site you think other PC FORMAT readers might like? Then why not 


drop us a line at pefmail@futurenet.co.uk with its address and a 20-word description? 
You never know — you might even get your favourite site featured in the mag along with 
your gushing prose. Send us as many good ‘uns as you can muster. 
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rye LETTERS 


OPEN LETTER 


| To: Kevin Bacchus, 
DirectX Product 
Manager, Microsoft 


Dear Kevin, One thing’s been 
driving me mad this month, and 
it's all your fault. I call this 
nemesis Direct3D. Have a couple 
of scenarios to toy with. 

Scenario One: I’m trying to 
play Aliens vs Predator on my PC 
at home. I install the game, try to 
set up the graphics and discover 
that AvP doesn’t want to know 
about my Voodoo card. Instead 
it’s latched on to my Direct3D- 
compatible Mystique 220, and 
refuses to believe that I have 
any other D3D hardware. It 
looks like a particularly scabby 
dog, and I give up playing after 
a few minutes. And AvP isn’t the 
first game to treat me like this— | 
G-Police and MageSlayer gave | 
me the same gyp. 

Scenario Two: I'm trying to 
review Unreal Tournament on my 
shiny TNT2 Ultra. I try out the 
Direct3D version. Awful. I’m 
impelled to throw Dave Bradley 
off his PC and play UT with his 
aged Voodoo2, which makes 
things look far better. Meanwhile | 
my TNT2-powered PC puts ina 
Q3Test performance that amazes | 
all who gaze upon it, using the 
power of OpenGL. 

Yes, I’m on another OpenGL 
tub-thumping session. Direct3D 
seems to have problems keeping 
up with the latest drivers, while 
OpenGL has the wondrous 
GLSetup, which detects your card 
| and installs all the drivers you'll 
need. Direct3D has some fancy 
tricks such as environmental bump 
mapping, but that’s no good to me 
if I can’t even play a game that 
uses it. I used to be wary of D3D, 
but now I hate it. 

Microsoft has flirted with 
OpenGL in the past, and it's come 
to naught. Now OpenGL has 
overtaken D3D in the ease-of-use 
stakes with GLSetup, isn’t it time 
you took a fresh look at it? 


| Yours sincerely, 

| fo [Xe 

| | 
Jim McCauley | 
PC FORMAT 


i 


PCF LETTERS 


With a jaunty wave and cheery “Hello!”, Jim McCauley is full of the 
joys of spring as he tackles your letters. Shame autumn’ almost here. .. 


Dear Jim, I agree with Chris Perkin 
on the subject of ever-increasing 
power-hungry games (PCF 97), and 
you for that matter. Dave Perrett 
(PCF 96) seems to disagree: ‘If 
you’ve spent loads of cash on a 
monster PC there’s no reason why 
you shouldn’t expect to get a game 
that moves in double-quick time 
and still manages to look good’. 
What about those of us who 
haven’t? Should we have to put 

up with shockingly low frame 

rates until we shell out for new 
hardware? Even if you did spend 
wads of cash six months ago, you 
can find it too slow to run the latest 
games. However, Official Formula 
One Racing runs just fine on my 
system — an unaccelerated Cyr 
PR233 with a measly 32Mb and an 
on-board video card. Well done 
Eidos for a fast and playable game. 
Higher resolutions than 640 x 480 
start to get a bit slow but it’s high 
enough for me. 

The only thing stopping me 
from buying it is the demo is so 
hard it'll take me ages to finish it. If 
Dave Perrett doesn’t like the blocky 
graphics, he should keep his eyes on 
the road and stop crashing — he'll 
hardly notice them. And anyway the 
cars stop floating if it rains - the 


water probably comes up to the 
bottom of the wheels or something. 

Perhaps as part of your reviews 
you should test games on an 
average system a well as your usual 
ninja test machine. This would 
provide readers with some useful 
and interesting information. 


Joste Bowen, Joste@ttcm.freeserve.co.uk 


Jim replies: Funnily enough, a lot 
of our office PCs are average. | was 
stuck with a decidedly average PII- 
266 until a few weeks ago. Now it’s 
a better-than-average PII-350, but 
it’s hardly the PC I'd buy if I was 
in the mood to wave my cheque 
book around, Anyway, Eidos is one 
company that’s learned that games 
sell better if they run well on 
weedier PCs, hence the success 

of Commandos and its ilk, Had 

La hat, 1 would doff it. 


Dear Jim, Well first and foremost, 
what a humongous mag! And the 
Web site leaves me speechless. OK, 
blatant flattery, I know. But hey, 
credit where it’s due, right? 

Anyway, I’ve just been tucking 
into this month’s edition of PCE 
Pages 8 and 9 were of interest to me 
- the PCF diary, I can tell that you 


m ATU) 
opis EQRAT 


eT -e 


Official Formula One Racing works just dandy on Joste’s system, even with a measly 32Mb. 
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PCF Mail, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW or e-mail pcfmail@futurenet.co.uk 


wi 
WB, 


SA CKORTHED Ay 


Seen our revamped Web site 
yet? No? Then go to www.pcformat.co.uk. 


guys are also F1 appreciators (fans 
is too tacky, don’t you think?) by 
the two dates in July and August. 
But what's this? Schumacher still 
duelling for first place? Schumacher 
retiring carly? Now one of three 
things has happened here. First, 
Schuey has made a miracle recovery, 
and is fit to drive in Austria. 
Hmm... I think not. Second, PCF 
must be in some alternate reality, 
induced by too much monitor 
radiation, mouse action and Jolt! 
cola, Unlikely, but not impossible 


Well, it must be the final option. 


The demon, known to us mortals as 
the Publishing Deadline, has struck 
again. This demon (and I mean 
devil-like, not background proc 
like) knew that Schucy was going 
to rocket into the tyre-wall, with a 
tarmac-exit speed of 200kph and a 
collision speed of a little over half 
that, and deliberately set your 
publishing deadline before the 
fateful race. 


‘SS= 


Nothan Phal, nothanphal@yahoo.co.uk 


Jim replies: | suppose I should 

be thankful that the crash wasn’t 
more serious, then we'd be on the 
receiving end of a tidal wave of 
outrage. It'd be like 1995's Jerry 
Garcia incident all over again. 


Dear Jim, I have heard this rumour 
that Microsoft will, with a future 
version of Windows, make people 


Dear PCF, Do you guys have shares in 
id Software or something? It’s just that 
you seem to have been very biased 
towards them lately. I am referring to 
Quake 3: Arena. You have been raving 
about this title for ages, despite the fact 
that you have had very little evidence of 
the actual game itself. There's nothing 
wrong with this in itself — it is right for 
a PC mag to get excited about an 
important upcoming release. 
But what about Unreal 
Tournament? You've 

hardly even mentioned 

it. PCF 98 is the first 

time I’ve seen it talked 
about, except for that 
promotional supplement 
from a few issues back. 

Why the lack of 
excitement over this game, 
when it is based on exactly 
the same concept as Q3: 
Arena? | personally think 
that Unreal Tournament is going to be 
much better than Q3. Why? For two 
main reasons... 

First, look at the previous games 
that these new titles are based on — 
Unreal and Quake 2. You clearly stated 
in the Unreal review that it is better 
then Quake 2. Unless you were 
commenting solely on the graphics 
(which I think is unlikely, given your. 
review policy), then isn’t this likely to 
mean that the updated Unreal — Unreal 
Tournament —is likely to be better than 
the updated Quake 2 — Q3: Arena? 


pay for it and then after a few 
years it will stop working. Then if 
people wish to continue to use it 
they will have to pay for a licence 
key to make it run for another 
couple of years. When I heard this 
j thought that I wouldn’t want to 
pay for it, as well as many other 
people. So the way I see it is that 
people will be disgruntled by this 
and so will start to jump off the 
Microsoft bandwagon that so 
many have ridden on quite happily. 
Without Windows on their systems, 
how will home computers be used? 
That is where Linux could be 
the answer. Lots of people already 
use Linux and I know of others, 
including myself, who have been 
tempted to use this OS. On the 
other hand, this rumour could be 
a lic. That is why I write to you. 
Can you confirm this rumour or is 
it something unknown to anyone? 


Alex Whitman, 


Bobthefish@whitman15.freeserve.co.uk 


Matt cops a Pace V90 Advantage 
USB modem worth £99, plus £89 
of Pace Colour Video Camera. 
Fancy? Pace: = 0800 013 0311. 


Second, Unreal Tournament looks as 
though it is going to be released first. 
Assuming it lives up to expectations, 
loads of people are going to buy it. 
When Quake 3 is released shortly after, 
how many people are going to want to 
buy another, practically 
identical game? oe 
In fact, I have been L| = T 
surprised how quickly any 
mention of 
the original 
Unreal 
disappeared 
from the pages of the 
mag. You raved about: 
it in the review, and 
gave it a great score 
— 92 per cent if I 
remember rightly. 
But that was it. 1 
don’t think it was 
ever mentioned 
again. Any new first- 
person shoot-'em-up was compared to 
Quake 2, rather than Unreal as you 
would expect. Granted, Half-Life came 
out shortly after and is better than 
Unreal (but not by much in my opinion), 
but this does not explain why you still go 
on so much about Q2. For example, in 
your 3D card round-up in PCF 98, you 
still use Q2 to test them — why? It’s 
guaranteed to look the same on all 
cards because it's over a year old. Why 
not use Unreal or Half-Life instead? 
OK, so id Software has made some 
great games. But it is no better than the 


Jim replies: 1 thought that 
Microsoft already had this scheme 
up and running. You buy your 
Microsoft OS, and then a few 
years later it doesn’t work with 
any software because you haven't 
bought the latest upgrade. Have 
you tried running O3Test on 
MS-DOS 6,22? 


Dear Jim, A quick word on a 
subject that has 


risen in the past, 
namely complaints about your 
magazine reviewing games late. 

In the past, you have defended 
yourselves by saying you only want 


to review the game as it will appear 


in the shops. An admirable policy 
and one which I support, but I feel 
it necessary to point out that it 
doesn’t wash when I’m looking at 
a game on the shelves of my local 
GAME store for two months 
before it’s reviewed in PCF. 


OF THE 
MONTH 


other top-quality shoot-‘em-ups. 
Mention the competition once ina 
while; gamers deserve to know the 
whole picture, not just id’s part of it. 

Oh, and one more thing. When 
Unreal Tournament and Q3: Arena 
are released, why not doa 
combined article comparing 
the two?, 

PCF 98 marks my 50th 
issue of the mag, and I still 
think it’s as great as when 
Started collecting. 


Matthew Fuller, m.fuller@usa.net 


=o} 


Jim replies: Well now, Unreal and, 
indeed, Unreal Tournament. Glance back 
to page 84 and you'll find that we're still 
just as hot for Unreal as we've ever 
been. However, Epic Megagames tends 
to shroud its special baby in as much 
secrecy as possible while id maintains a 
curmudgeonly near-silence, accompanied 
by test versions and a cavalcade of 
screenshots. Plus, the Quake engine is 
more suitable for testing the latest 3D 
cards because most cards now ship with 
some degree of OpenGL support, while 
on a wider scale, the Quake timedemo 
has become one of the 3D benchmarking 
standards. Unreal loves Glide, but try to 
get it to put in a reasonable performance 
under OpenGL or Direct3D and you'll be 
disappointed. Tournament practically 
laughed at my TNT2 Ultra, and I was 
reduced to running it on Diamond Dave 
Bradley's Voodoo2, at which point it 
galloped along like a big, pretty horse. 


I’ve always found your magazine to 
be head and shoulders above the 
rest in many ways and continue to 
feel this way but invariably I have 
to turn to other mags to find out 
if a game is any good, After all, I 
don’t think the importance of 
reviews can ever be understated. 
With PC magazines, it’s got to be 
one of the few areas that influences 
our games purchases. I'll buy a 
PC or hardware that might not get 
top marks in a mag but I'll think 
twice about a game that has been 
labelled sub-standard, and seriously 
consider a PC FORMAT favourite. 
Finally, a word on another 
much-vaunted topic, that of your 
covers. I for one have no objection 
to beautiful women tempting me 
every month to ‘get more out of my 
PC’. As an admitted pervert, how 
about printing their names so we 


can go get some more adventurous 
pictures of them on the Internet? 


Brian O'Connell, musician@quakemail.com > 
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ONCE 
UPON 
A TIME 


“Tf you want to chat to 
guys like this at only half 
the price of 0891...” It’s 
PCF 25, everyone! PCF’s 
gayest-ever issue! 


Jeepers! We've received letters from 
gay readers in the past, asking why we 
won't put the occasional chap on the 
cover. We reply with PCF 25 (that'd be 
October 1993), It’s almost as if we 
tried to cram every gay stereotype in 
the book on toa single cover by way 
of an illustration for our feature on 
morphing. Can’t see the link, ourselves, 
Anyway. The most exciting thing to 
appear in PCF 25 was a mighty new 
Super-processor: the fabled Pentium 
(pent! meaning five, and ‘ium’ meaning 
bugger all, was Ed Ricketts’ dubious 
explanation). Our opinion was that it 
Was too expensive (a desktop system 
would set you back about five grand) 
and that running 486 software on a 
Pentium was somewhat akin to driving 
a Lamborghini at 30mph. But fear not, 
we suggested. 486 owners would soon 
to be able to upgrade to Pentium power 
with the P24T chip. Two years later, 
we finally got our hands on a Pentium 
Overdrive, as the P24T became known. 
It was rather good. 
The second most exciting thing to 
appear in PCF 25 was a piece on how 
BBSs were being used to distribute 
hardcore porn. We'd never dare suggest 
that Mr Longhurst (for it was he) 
simply wanted an excuse to download 
some free grot. Heavens, no. Instead 
he chatted with self-appointed guardian 
of the masses, Roger Cook, and came 
to the conclusion that it was simply 
appalling and should be banned, It 
was left to sensible Mark Higham to 
suggest that all adult material should 
be segregated away where the young 
‘uns couldn’t get their paws on it. 
The least exciting thing to appear 
in PC FORMAT 25 was the return of 
a certain Professor 
Donald Trellis. Readers 
keen to acquaint 
themselves with 
the fine linguistic 
curvature of Professor 
Donald Trefusis. 
should away to their 
nearest bookmonger 
and avail themselves 
of Stephen Fry's 
Paperweight. Or 
even The Liar. 


Fists of steel, this fellow. See how they 
morph with a Brasso-esque gleam. 
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is tures of your P and we 
print them. tt really is that simple. 


Colin Adley from last month must have 


ee areata 
{iy seen nd while we're on the 


READERS’ WIRES Ny . 


| 


= Jim replies: Two perverts in 
two months? We could be heading 
for a record here. Or perhaps some 
of you are feeling more relaxed 
about admitting to your particular 
perversions. Whatever the reason, 
if you’re writing in and you are a 
pervert of some kind, be sure to 
mention it. And funnily enough, 

I can’t help feeling that there’s 
something rather perverse about 
splashing out for sub-standard 
hardware, but restricting yourself 
to top-ranking games... 


Dear Jim, It has been mentioned 
in the magazine lately about us 
readers sending you addresses for 
our Web sites and that is the initial 
reason that I’m sending this e-mail. 
Didn’t it somewhere in one 
magazine ask about designing a 
cover for PCF? Well, I have. Why 
haven't I changed the logo or layout 
of the mag, you ask? Well it’s 
because the mag is so instantly 
recognisable in its current form and 
it has been the same for ages and 
there is simply no need for it to 
change. There is nothing wrong 
with the cover so there is no need 
to have it changed. Anyway, I used 
oe cutout Emma (Miss Hignett 


the cover girl) and opened it into 
Paint Shop Pro. I resized a texture 
to be the same size, opened the 
texture in Ms Paint, and pasted 
young Emma over the top because 
MS Paint will happily make a 
colour transparent (the white I used 
giving undesirable marks around 
things, unfortunately), Back in 
ue Shop Pro, 1 coloured in a 
table and with Asymetrix 3Dfx, 


via Ms Paint a ai 
logo from die Sain. Got the PCF 


Daza’s vision of a new-fangled 
PCF, before it was covered in rusk slop. 


teach it by the syllabus. The way, 
in my opinion, to learn about 
computers is to get stuck into one, 
find a friend who knows them like 
the back of their hand and set 
about building one (with your 
friend’s advice, of course), installing 
its operating system and installing 
some games on it. 

If you get stuck, here are some 


PCF\Industry dir on your cover CD, 
resampled it and then tidied the 
edges with PSP for pasting into the 
cover. The rest was done with PSP. 
Daza, daza_genius@net.ntl.com 


Jim replies: Well, gee, thanks. 
[looks around frantically] Ooh, 
crikey, another letter... No, really, 
your cover provided us with hours 
of amusement in the PCF office the things to do: 1) ask your friend 2) 
other day. Dave Perrett left his bib think long and hard 3) write to Mr 
at home and was forced to use your Villazon, and if all those fail 4) 
creation as a makeshift napkin as consult the Windows help file. I bet 
he gobbled his Farley’s Rusks. nothing you do to your computer 
can’t be fixed by someone who 
really knows their computers, so 
don’t be scared, don’t go ona 
course — just do it. 

That’s what I did and my 
knowledge of computers has rapidly 
overtaken those of almost everyone 
else I know. 

Jonathan Salisbury, jjsalis99@freeuk.com 


Dear Jim, I have just read ‘Sulaiman, 
Sarwar’s letter in PC 98 and 
although most of what was said 
was OK, some of it is regrettably 
incorrect. I am 16 and a year ago 
now I completed an IT GCSE 
course. I did it a year earlier due to 
not going to school and wanting to 
split up my work load between two 
years (due to dyslexia), From my 
experience of the course, I would 
advise that doing a IT course is not 
the way to learn about computers — fixed, even by someone who knows 
it is the way to learn how to type. all about PCs. Still, it gave me an 
One reason I feel for this is that — excuse to upgrade my PC toa 
the teachers either know little about (then) state-of-the-art P133. Er, 
computers or are not required to not that I’ve ever done that. @® 


Jim replies: Sound words. Of 
course, frying your motherboard 
after failing to take decent anti- 
static precautions isn’t really the 
sort of thing that can easily be 


0 PCF Mail, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW or e-mail pefmail@futurenet. co. uk 
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The Music 


The Chemical Brothers 


What better centennial prezzie is there than a telegram 
from the Queen? Why, a PC, DVDs and a £3,950 LCD 
projector. It’s our birthday, but you get the presents. 


ESIDING AT THE HEART OF releases in with the PC. GP World, (widescreen or pan-n-scan), 
our special birthday bash GPS00, B-17 The Mighty Eighth, ‘Making of? videos and more to 
bundle isa stupendous Phoenix, Spirit of Speed - in fact, boot. Thanks to Warner Home 
wodge of PC gaming every game Video, we have 
power. Armed with a PIII mentioned in 20 DVDs to give 
i 450, 128Mb RAM, Voodoo2 card this month’s Turn your home away, including 
i and a 17-inch monitor, this a PC MicroProse/Hasbro H ace computer- 
not to mess with. Even with all this supplement which into a cinema, animated hit A 
spanky power, there’s enough room is nestled within Bug's Life, Tom 
in the box for a top-notch DVD the Gameplay or show off your Hanks/Meg Ryan 
drive, just pining to be opened by section of this very H vehicle You've 
your sweaty fingers and filled with issue. We're rather gaming prowess Got M@il, black 
movie DVDs, or the games of the tempted to say that 


1 comedy Grosse 
future. But if you want games it doesn’t get any to your neighbours 


Pointe Blank, and 
tod futuristic space- 
seen fit to bundle all of its latest, But, in this special issue, it does. bug-blaster Starship Troopers. But 
greatest game 


you got ‘em. Hasbro has better than that. 


Next on the prize list is a great surely you wouldn’t want to waste 
big DVD library, Irs the 
future of home cinema 


quality picture, Wondering who won the five Yamaha 


sparkling digital CRW4416 drives and TDK CDRs we had 
sound and loads up for grabs back in the April issue? 

of extra value- Wonder no more. Top burn-your-own kit 
added gubbins has gone out to each of the following 


for answering our posers correctly with 
the simple letters b,c and b. 


including lots 
of alternative 


camera angles, 
choice of format Gary Betts, London 
Jamie Breen, Kettering 
Tony Burston, Maidstone 
Simon Holt, Burnle 

A salvo of wicked i: y 
DVDs await you if 
you're a cleverist. 


Lee Needham, Newcastle 
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a £3 3501 
Screen projector 


such top-quality films by watching 
them on a monitor? Hell, no. 


So now, onto the big one. What 


better way is there to play your 


Hasbro games or watch your DVDs 


than on a logic-defying Sony VPL- 
SCS50 projector, able to display a 
screen size from 40” to 150”? 


Roe WINNING TICKETS | RULES, YES, RULES 


1. Employees of Future Publishing, 
Hasbro, Warner Bros, and Sony are 
not allowed to enter. 

2. Only one entry per reader. 

3. The editor’s decision is final. 
Unless the recent solar eclipse has 
brought about the end of the world. 
Mind you, it can’t have if you’re 
reading this now. Smashing! Here's 
to issue 200, then. 

4. All entries must be received by 
Thursday 7 October 1999. 

5.The first correct entry pulled 
from our 100th anniversary party 
punchbowl wins the PC, the games, 
the DVDs and the projector. The lot. 


Win our compo and 
slowly watch your 
eyes go square. 


yep, that’s up to twelve-and-a- 
half feet (or almost four metres in 
ha Ui 

new speak) of high-quality digital 
display. And it all folds up into a 
laptop-sized package weighing 
under 4kg. Topper. 

This enviable piece of kit would 
normally set you back about four 
grand and be used for exceptionally 
tedious business presentations. But 
you can use it properly 


— to turn 
your home into a digital cinema, or 
show off your gaming prowess to 
your neighbours by Projecting it on 
their house. Assuming you do want 
to be the owner of this staggering 
piece of projecting wizardry, not to 


Which of these Pc FORMAT 


underlings went on to edi 
1 ie aaa edit 


a) Richard ‘BYE THEN!’ Pelley 

b) Colin ‘Jumped-up minor’ Mitchell 
c) Richard ‘Groomed for greatness’ 
Longhurst 


Which of these images has 
never graced a PC FORMAT 
cover? 


a) An attractive young lady with her 


mention the swanky PC, 
big, pile of games and DVD 


library, you need to follow these 
MSTPHELONS very, very caret 


Just answer th three 


welesenr care 
below, write the answers on 


4 posteard and send it to 
BE FORMAT, 100th 
Birthday Bonanza, PO 
Box 494, Coventry 
CV3 1YT. Or you can 
enter over the Net 
using the e-mail form 
on this month's CD, 
or via the relevant 
page at our Web site: 
Wwww.peformat.co.uk, fecr} 


mouth slightly Open 
b) An attractive young lady with 


a highly tenuous lint i 
fete k to the main 


C) An obese manina bork-pie hat 


Whose music taste has 
provoked the strongest 
reaction in the PCF office? 


a) Colin ‘Stereo fascist’ Mitchell 

b) Rich ‘Child of the 70s’ Allen 

c) Jim ‘Unlistenable noise/highly 
irritating novelty records’ McCauley 


\Westions 


Yes! It’s a17-inch 
PIII 450, yours if 
you're a lucky pup, 


Nb, tho cream of the 
crop ~a ridiculously 
large screen projector 
to make your friends 
turn green. 
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1 PASS 
WATER ON 
THE FACT 

PRUNES 


Revised Shakespeare 
appeals to Net elite 


HACKERS, CRACKERS AND SCRIPT KIDDIES 
around the world are being wowed by 
the Bard, after the release of a new 
edition of The Complete Works of 
Shakespeare. 7he KOmpl337 WOrkz Of 


Sh@k35p3@r3, as it’s known in its new 


incarnation, features every single one 
of Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets, 
carefully transcribed into the crazy 
‘1330’ script preferred by obsessive 
computer enthusiasts. 

The Naked Truth commissioned 
a study into whether use of ‘133t° 
script actually made geeks appreciate 
Shakespeare, and was surprised to find 
that this really is the case. We posted 
two snippets taken from Macbeth, 
one in the original folio text and one 


in ‘133r’ script, to a selection of 
newsgroups, asking people what they 
thought of them. After a brief flurry 
of flames from people with too much 
time on their hands and little sense of 
perspective, complaining that we'd 
posted the text in a format that their 
home-made newsreader software 
couldn’t handle, we managed to reap 


a useful selection of reactions, First up, 


the original text: 


Back-Byting still ‘going strong’ 


RIDING OUT ACCUSATIONS THAT IT’S RUNNING 
out of ideas, and that it didn’t have many 


of those in the first place, Rod Staffish’s 


Is this a dagger which I see before me, 
The handle toward my hand? Come, let me 
clutch thee. 

I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. 
Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible 

To feeling as to sight? Or art thou but 

A dagger of the mind, a false creation, 
Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain? 
I see thee yet, in form as palpable 

As this which now I draw. 


This is what they said: 


“LOL! This is so gay! Who wrote this 
crap?” Buck Chrysler 


“Um, is this English? What kind 
of moron wrote this rubbish?” 
Herby Cuslick 


“ROTFL! Why are you wasting my 
bandwidth with this? 
Rhys K Cubicle 


D, moron.” 


Next, we posted the new version: 


1z 7h15 @ d@993r which 1 533 b4 m3, 
Th3 h&l3 2w@rd my h&? COm3, le7 m3 
clu7ch 7h33. ;-) 


1 h@v 7h33 not, & y37 1 533 7h33 5711. 


@r7 7hOu n07, f@7@! v1510n, 53n51bI3 
70 f3311n9 @z 2 5173? Or @r7 7hOu bu7 
@ d@993r Of 7h3 mind, @ f@153 
cr3@710n, 

Pr0c33d1n9 frOm 7h3 h3@7-Oppr3553d 
br@1n? 

1 533 7h33 y37, 1n fOrm @5 p@lp@bi3 
@5 7h15 whlch nOw 1 dr@w. 


And the reactions: 
“Wow! Incredible! Where can I read 


more by this Shakespeare gu 
Buck Chrysler 


I don’t think a single piece of writing 
has ever affected me so deeply. 
Incredible.” Herby Cuslick 


“Cool! Shakespeare rock 
his e-mail address?” Rhys K Cubicle 


yone got 


Proof, then, that Shakespeare's still 
relevant even to the most modern of 
modern people. Next month, we'll be 
translating The Canterbury Tales into 
hexadecimal ASCII code to see what 


the same group of people make of it. 


ack-Byting » Rod Sta ffish 
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FOUND IT IN THE! 


OH NOI I'VE GOT. LET ME GUESS. YOU 
A WORMI IG IT UP IN 


cult comic strip, Back-Byting, is still going 
strong. Consequently we’re again obliged 
to print the latest episode and refer to it 
as the world’s funniest PC-based comic 
strip, ever. Our lawyer also reminds us 
that we must make mention of the Back- 
Byting Web site at www.backbyting.com. 
It wasn’t working last time we looked, so 
be thankful for small mercies. 


OTHER NEWS 


Fe 


/\ 
gy 


97,627 


January-June 1999 


This magatine comes from 
Future Publishing, a 
company founded in 1985, 
| which now sells mere 
computer magatines than 
| any other publisher in 
| Britain. We otter 


ulure 


PUBLISHING 


Better advice 


‘Stronger reviews. 


© E-mail marked ‘important’ turns out 
to be not very important at all 

© “Il haven't touched your disk,” 
insists wife 

© 14 year-old boy uses Internet to 
dismiss elders and betters as ‘cretins’ 


© “You've tidied it away, haven't you? 

accuses man 

© “I haven't bloody touched it!” 

shouts wife 
© Man bludgeoned to death by printer; 


Clearer design. 


Greater relevance. 


® ‘Quantum leap in 3D gaming 


technology’ is first-person shooter 
© “Where's that sodding driver disk?” 
asks man 


More reader interaction. | 


Better value for money. | 


wife missing 
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danni®page3sir Is 
with eli 
At www.fi es we'll 
tell you how you could 


WIN a Lotus Elise 
worth £24,000 


Free to enter for drivers over 18 years 


And DON'T MISS our very own 
free-to-enter £5000 FI Fantasy 
and £5000 Football Fantasy 
games at www.freeola.com 


Freeola is the latest big name to hit the internet. All our services are free, including technical 
support and web space, and no payment details are required. Register for free internet access 
at Freeola.com and you can choose from 750 great Classemail e-mail addresses e.g 
luke @jedimasters.co.uk (add your own user name, which in this example is Luke) contact like-minded individuals with fans and community galleries based on the domain groups. 


A selection of addresses is shown below, but there are hundreds more at Freeola.com. 
Classemail addresses can be used as web addresses too. There’s 25 MB of free web space and 
we'll even promote your web site, e.g. http://Danni.Page3girls.net. Plus - you'll soon be able to 


Free Online Access, Free 23 MB Web Space, Free Support, 
and your choice of 730 Free E-mail or Web Addresses 


envbee a FREE e-mail address for each member of your family. Add your own user name e.g. Bob@Spulsians: com 


Nations & Teams Sports Classic Cars Occupations Occupations (cont) Music 
ALLBLACKFANS co.uk BADMINTONFANS co uk ACTRESSES co uk 

AMERICANS.co.uk BASKETBALLFANS co uk RSHOPS co uk 
BARMYARMY.net BOXINGFANS co.uk 
BRAZILFANS com 
BRITISHLIONS net 
ENGLANDFANS.com 
IRELANDFANS.com 
KIWIS co.uk 
KLINGONS co uk 
PAKISTANFANS com 
RASTAS.co uk 
SCOTLANDFANS.com 
WALESFANS.com 


Soccer Premier 
BOROFANS.com 
BRAOFORDFANS com 
CHELSEAFANS not 
COVENTRYFANS com 
DERBYFANS com 
DONSFANS com 
EVERTONFANS com 
GUNNERSFANS com 
HAMMERSFANS com 


Interests & Life H to Ov. ) 


{ i} [1 J 
Freeola offers a an range of free 
services - too many to list here. 
Please take a closer look at 
| WWW.FREEOLA.COM. 
If you like what you see you can register 
there. It's quick and easy and needs no CD. 
or 
Set your modem to dial 
0845 3002150 or 0845 0880033 
'D = FREEOLA and PASSWORD = FREEOLA 
| Then log on at WWW.FREEOLA.COM. 


BARSTEWARDS.com 
BONOGIALS.co.uk 


CLIMBERS co uk 
CRICKETFANS net 
CYCLISTS co uk 

DARTSPLAYERS co uk Cars 


CARENTHUSIASTS co uk 
CARNUTS co uk 
CLUBAUD! co uk 


FIGHTFANS com 
FISHERMEN co uk 
FOOTBALLFANS co.uk 
GOALKEEPERS.co.uk 
GOLFFANS co.uk 
HOCKEYPLAYERS co uk 
HORSERIDERS co uk 
JETSKIERS co.uk 
KARATEKIDS.co.uk 
KICKBOXERS co.uk CLUBPORSCHE co! 
KUNGFUFIGHTERS co uk = CLUBSAAB co 
MARATHONRUNNERS com CLUBSUBARU 
MLBFANS co uk CLUBTVR co uk 
NBAFANS co uk FASTFORDS co uk 
NFLFANS co.uk THEWORLDSWORST 


uu 
GANGSTER.co.uk 

GHOSTBUSTERS co uk 
HAIRSTYLISTS co ul 
JEDIKNIGHTS.co.uk 
JEDIMASTERS.co.uk 


or 
For a free internet starter quide and CD 
please telephone Special Reserve on 


LEEDSFANS com NHLFANS co uk DRIVER co uk ie le < 
LEICESTERFANS com © PGAFANS com TURBONUTTER.com 01279 321 821, Ask fora FREEOLA CD 
LIVERPOOLFANS com REFS.co.uk mM ae 

MAGPIEFANS com RUGBYFANS net otor Sport 2 

MANUTOFANS com SCUBADIVERS co uk BIKEMECHANICS cc Ask fora CD at any Special Reserve Shop 


SKIERS co uk BIKERACERS not 
SKYDIVERS co uk BOYRACER. ne! 
SHEFFWEDFANS com SNOOKERPLAYERS co.uk CLUBFERRARI com 
SPURSFANS com SOCCERFANS co uk CLUBJORDAN co 
SUNDERLANDFANS com — STRIKERS.co.uk CLUBMCLAREN 
VILLAFANS.com TENNISFANS net 
WATFORDFANS com UKGOLFERS com 
WESTHAMFANS com UKRIDERS com 


ROVERSFANS com 
SAINTSFANS co.uk 


TAXIDRIVERS cc AIDE FISHINGWIDOWS.com 
TECHNICIANS co uk GRANDADS co uk 
TERMINATORS.co.uk 
THECIA co uk 


or 
order a FREEOLA CD at UKgames.com 


There is no charge. Delivery is free. 
Problems - call Technical Support 
on 0845 301 1671 


THEWORLOSGREATEST 
LOVER.com 


STARFIGHTERS 
STARTREKKERS.com 
STARWARSFANS co uk 


TREKKIES.org 


THEKGB co uk TWITCHERS.net 


mM WWFFANS co uk FIFANS. THEPRESS co us XFILEFANS com TWNUTS couk 
an oO FOGGYFANS com THESAS co uk UKFUN com 
y more eer KRATMECHANICS co.uk UKARTISTS.com Places Fecal UKGO com I 
including EASYRIDERS co uk KARTRACERS co uk UKASTROLOGERS com BROROCK co.uk MISSRIGHT co.uk UKHACKERS net 
CLUBAPRILIA com MCRAEFANS com UK com KSIDECL MARIGHT co uk 
hundreds of CLUBDUCATI com MOTOCROSSFANS co.uk — UKBUILDERS net DEEPSPACES co uk UKSTUDS net Special Offer on Domain Reslatratlons 
Football, CLUBKAWASAKI com RACEMECHANICS couk — UKCHEFS com LOVENEST co uk VAMPIRES.co.uk Woul 
Cricket and Base RACINGDRIVERS co uk © UKCOMEDIANS com NABOO.co.uk ould you like your very own 


QUEENVIC net 
ROVERSRETURN.com 
THEHIGHLANDS co uk 


CLUBYAMAHA com SENNAFANS com 
TTFANS.com TIFOSI not 
UKBIKERS not TRIALSFANS co uk 


UKDEEJAYS com 
UKDESIGNERS com 
UKDIRECTORS not 


EXCLUSIVE DOMAIN 


@.9. TomRex.co.uk. 


Rugby teams 


ZOMBIES.co.uk 


OUR PRICE JUST £30+VAT 
including registration fees 
including 2 year nic fees 
including free hosting” 
including free e-mail’ 


| | ) 


Freeoia is part of the Special Reserve Discount Network 


F1FANTASY.COM 
FBFANTASY.COM 
MAXXPC.COM 
UKCHEATS.COM 
UKCOMPUTING.COM 
UKDREAMCAST.COM 
UKGAMES.COM 


UKDVD.cCOM Vast selection of discounted DVD films and drives 
UKN64.COM Discounted Nintendo 64 games etc plus news 
UKPLAYSTATION.COM _ Discounted Playstation games etc plus news 

UKRAM.cOM Source of cheap power - 128 MB just £79 aT oA s UNBEATABLE 
UKPRINTERS.COM Discount printers & ink cartridges. Extra 10% off 3 fee 25 MB hosting & e-mail to Freeola Users 
UKSHOPPING.COM A search engine to ALL the best UK online shops = 
WINACAR.CO.UK Loads of big free competitions and cars to win | y 


Free entry - 16 Dreamcasts and a PC to win 
Free entry to our brand new £5000 Football game 
You have never seen a PC range like MAXX 4D 
Over 4000 game cheats and hints with search 
From leads to Pentium chips. It's here, it's cheap 
The most powerful console yet - with internet 
Cheapest games, plus thousands of reviews 


Special Reserve Discount Mail Order Club on 01279 321 321 (try it now for gift list) 
Special Reserve Online Network at http://ukgames.com and http://ukcomputing.com 
Special Reserve Discount Shops at the locations shown at the bottom of this page. 


Charis & Cheats at UKGANES. com 


8: . TOP PC GAMES: PRI 
EXAMPLE PC UPGRADES price inc vata oe. save | Why have 500,000 people joined Special Reserve? KINGPIN 82% cee Neen EAE 
3Dfx VOODOO 3 2000 16 MB CARD 92.99 £7 2 HIDDEN & DANGEROUS. 
3Dfx VOODOO 3 3000 16 MB CARD 13799 ¢12 | JUSt £6.99 gets you into the club, or trial membership from 6Op Bre 3. ALIENS VS PREDATOR 
Baie ALaicaea;e8'G>100 Nis 52.99 _¢27_| There is no obligation to buy anything and you can be any age MREE 4 DUNGEON KEEPER 2 
128 MB RAM DIMM. 66 or 100 MHz a9g9 60 | Claim your FREE GIFT if you buy any one item as you join . : DISGHOELD Nad 
CREATIVE CD-RW 2224 E-IDE qag09 ¢se_ | Pull Members (£6.99) receive QD > outcast AN? 
24x2x2 CD RE-WRITER 9 10 issues of the Club Magazine 8 TAKINGDOMS 94% 
MUSTEK USB SCANEXPRESS 600CU 5999 £30 | Free entry to our big competitions 9 STAR TREK - BIRTH OF 


MUSTEK SCANEXPRESS 12000P 59.99 £40 
Colour flatbed scanners Any one of 18 great FREE GIFTS* 
FREEOLA INTERNAL 56K V.90 MODEM 24,99 14 | Bonus Book of 3500 Cheats 
FREEOLA EXTERNAL 56K V. 90 MODEM 4899 £11 | Bonus Best Internet Guide -_ 
PACE TELEVISION & RADIO NICAMTUNER 39.99 £30 _| “Free gift when you order any one item at the same time as joining 
Seto etal Coruqcalis Viteo in t0r Wi pving T¥and | or renewing You can claim more free gifts by saving Special Reserve 

fuer Reddies. one with each purchase over £5 Save just five Reddy 
QUANTUM BIGFOOT 1s Vouchers for any gift 

1 EW 

Nae aac lea Se 59:99 QB | its shown Free Casio Personal Organiser Free 
DIAMOND SUPRAEXPRESS 561 Pair of PC Joypads Free Mouse Free Joystick for 
PRO INTERNAL 56K V.90 MODEM 37.99 £32 PC Seven Games Free tor PC CD ROM Free 
DIAMOND SUPRAEXPRESS 561 Star Wars Darth Maul - digital watch Free Giant 
PRO INTERNAL 56K V.90 MODEM 59.99 Inflatable Armchair in green yellow purple or 
MAXX4D P3 550, 128 MB, 13 GB H/DRIVE, DVD pink (add £3 carnage for armchair only 
DRIVE. 40 SOUND & SOFTWARE BUNDLE | 149999 £100 


“PC Home Gold A 


THE FEDERATION 918 
10 CHAMPIONSHIP MGR 393% |. | 2% 
11 ROLLERCOASTER TYCOON 91% 
12 TOCA TOURING CARS 2 93% 
13 STAR WARS: EPISODE 1 
14 KNIGHTS & MERCHANTS: 
15 PREMIER MANAGER 99 85% 
16 MECHWARBIOH 8 90% 


19 MS MIDTOWN MADNESS 
20 UNREAL 95% 


Hundreds More Bargains in ‘Stock 


Free immediate cheque clearance 


Special Reserve 
PO Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 


Massive range of PC peripherals and 
printer accessories in stock 


Dramatic 


Ss 
~_— 


al 


Different 


The new Millennium G400 Series high performance graphics cards for 3D Gerrinigy 


The Fastest 


> Explosive 3D, 2D and Dvp performance 
> The only 256-bit DualBus graphics chip 


> Fast AGP acceleration and 16 or 32MB 
of memory 


> Run 3D games like Forsaken™ at 
2048 x 1536 and 60'fps 


3D Environment-Mapped Bump Mapping 


Feat) 


are for retait pr 
1s created by Pigph 


only 
fy 


apply to butk wirsin 
tacdernank of Roge San 


Visit our web site or call: Insight o800 732 0732 or Simply Computers 0184 498 2180 


The Most Versatile 


isplay supports 
ac. TV and Flat 
AGP card 


The Sharpest 


>» Unique DualHead 
8 combinations of 
Panel monitors with one 


> True Environment-Mapped Bump 
Mapping for maximum 3D realism 

> 32-bit rendering, 32-bit texturing 
and 32-bit Z-buffering with Vibrant 
Colour Quality’ 


> 300 or 360 MHz UltraSharp DAC 
for clear, flicker-free displays 


resh rates ang 


intaini t ref 
> Maintain independen Bus Micke 


: , e 
resolutions for a simultan 
free TV-out experience 


—= 


One AGP card supports two displays 


www.matrox.com/g400 01753 665544 
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